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ñFor I, Jehovah thy 

God, will hold thy 

right hand, saying 

unto thee, fear not: I 

will help thee.ò 

Isaiah 41:13 

 

ñWhen I found him 

whom my soul loveth: 

I held him, and would 

not let him go. . .ò 

Song of Solomon 3:4 

MARCH/APRIL  2010  VOL. 27  NO. 2 

 2    TIMES OF RESTORATION    MARCH/APRIL  2010 

TIMES OF  



MARCH/APRIL 2010   TIMES OF RESTORATION    3  

W E HUMANS HAVE A TENDENCY to 

misunderstand God, and often (it seems) 

deliberately. We make Him into the kind of God we 

would like Him to be, not what He really is. And 

more and more in this age, we just donôt take Him 

seriously. Thereôs little true fear of God. In Isaiah 2, 

God warns us that He is going to deal with manôs 

pride and his rebellious ways. He is about to take 

remedial action so drastic that they will cast aside 

their idols of silver and gold and flee into caves and 

under rocks to hide from the terror of Jehovah. I 

believe this is a picture of the day of final judgment, 

ñthe great and terrible day of Jehovah.ò If we ever 

need to take Him seriously, it is right now, because as 

I see it, that Day is right around the corner. After 

describing it, God gives this warning: ñCease ye from 

man.ò Itôs very good advice for anybody who wants to 

avoid major trouble. 

There are many areas in which we need to cease 

from man. 

Recently a godly young man made a statement Iôd 

never heard before. Describing the ministry he 

received from his childhood church, he said, ñThey 

had too much grace.ò Surprised, I began to laugh ï 

 In these times, people of all walks of life not only need, but crave stability. 

Perhaps the young or the unaware donôt sense this as sharply as their elders, but 

ñmodern timesò are as unstable and insecure as any in the past century. 

 In response, we affirm that the kingdom of God ñcannot be shaken.ò Thus, 

in these days of horrible tidings our position should be: ñCease ye from man.ò 

We must face reality, of course. But there is always a Greater Reality than that 

which enemy propaganda is even aware of. God alone is great: so we can 

properly ñceaseò being frightened or even disgusted by mere humanity. 

ñJehovah aloneò is our Rock of hope. 

 But what aboutï? 

 Never mind all that. It is not important. 

 What is important is the sovereignty of our God, the Creator and Savior of 

the world. His throne is unshaken, and His purposes can never be altered. 

Remember, the Antichrist, despite his apparent success at world dominion, will be slain by the Presence of Jesus. 

And even Satan will one day be bound by a single angel and imprisoned so thoroughly and finally that people all 

over the world will look and say to themselves, ñIs this the man who made the earth to tremble?!ò (Isaiah 14:12-

17). 

Jesus alone is the right object of our veneration and worship. We will not bow down at the altar of the news 

media and its flood of dirty water pouring out in relentless sound bytes. 

Our trust in these pages is that our hearts will be lifted up in worship and freed from oppression. Itôs time for 

Faith, Not Fear! Below, a man of prayer shares his convictions on these matters, and later, a busy home-

schooling mother urges faith on a very immediate and personal level. 

ïEditor 

Faith , Not Fear  

Cease ye from man  
by Robert E. Adams, Jerusalem, Israel 

this is the time to side emphatically with god 
Against enemies within and without  
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but I knew exactly what he was talking about. In one 

sense, of course, you cannot get too much grace, but 

this is not what he meant. His church emphasized the 

grace of God so much that he was actually living like 

a pagan, and nobody said anything about it. Itôs a 

wonder he didnôt completely ruin his life. Then he 

spent several years in Israel being discipled by a 

mature man of God. When he had lived in sin and 

called himself a Christian, nobody took him to task 

for it, but when he came home and pointed out the 

clear teaching of Scripture about Godôs plan for 

Israel, he practically got thrown out of the church. 

ñCease ye from man!ò 

This is just one example of how easy it is for all 

of us to get a distorted view of God and His ways that 

turns into a distorted practice of religion. Twisted 

views always cause problems. Sometimes they lead to 

catastrophic results in individual lives, in groups, or in 

nations. An extreme example might be the experience 

of the German nation during World War II. As I 

understand it, about 90% of the people went to church 

every Sunday throughout the war. One church 

happened to be situated near a rail line, close enough 

to hear the cries of Jewish prisoners being taken to the 

camps. The sound was disturbing to the service, so 

they simply called for a song when the train came. Itôs 

easy for me to see how these things could happen; itôs 

still happening today. Consider abortion. We donôt 

see it with our own eyes, or we donôt know what to do 

about it, or we feel we canôt do anything about it 

because itôs not in our jurisdiction, or we blame it on 

the government. 

Godôs perspective on this is clear: ñRescue those 

who are being taken away to death; hold back those 

who are stumbling to the slaughter. If you say, 

óBehold, we did not know this,ô does not He who 

weighs the heart perceive it? Does not He who keeps 

watch over your soul know it, and will He not repay 

man according to his work?ò (Proverbs 24:11-12 

ESV). Heôs calling us not to be taken in with the 

worldôs view of things, but instead stand strongly with 

Him, regardless of how politically incorrect it may be. 

Whether it is human thinking about abortion or 

immorality, or the idea that all roads lead to God, we 

must ñCease from man.ò 

When it comes to theology, we have an amazing 

tendency to lurch into ditches. It seems that itôs very, 

very difficult for us to understand that God is so big 

that He can deal with the human race and still get His 

will done, at the same time allowing us to have 

genuine free choice. The Bible says that people are 

predestined and things are foreordained, yet God gave 

David three choices, and told His people through 

Joshua, ñChoose you this day whom you will serve.ò 

Never mind the arguments: ñCease from man.ò 

Then there is the age-old problem with grace 

versus works. Weôre saved by grace through faith, but 

judged on our works. In fact, James says, ñFaith 

without works is dead.ò Then the Bible talks about the 

goodness and the severity of God. And on and on it 

goes. Even as Christians we often reside in a ditch on 

one side of the road and shoot at believers in the ditch 

on the other side, instead of joining our amazing God 

in the middleï a God who made many theological 

coins with two sides to them: both sides are necessary 

to make them real coins. A God of love, who loves us 

enough to spank usïand to send His only Son to die in 

order to save us from Hell! We need to cease from the 

tendency to use favorite Bible verses to shoot down 

other parts of the book, or more commonly, simply 

embrace, practice, and trumpet the parts of the Word 

that we like or relate to, and ignore other equally 

important parts. 

ñCease ye from man.ò In the context of this 

phrase, God makes it clear Heôs going to deal with 

pride, one of the main underlying problems in all 

human endeavor. Consciously or unconsciously, we 

act as if we know better than God. 

Some have made the sad observation that the 

modern American church generally follows the 

surrounding culture, only a few years later, and with a 

god is so big that he can deal with the  
human race and still get his will done, at the 

same time allowing us to have  
genuine free choice  
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poor imitation. But the command to ñCeaseò should 

be a warning against what may be the ultimate 

expression of rebellion against God: to adopt and live 

out an alternative culture that the Bible calls the 

world. It may be one of our most overlooked areas of 

danger. For one thing, itôs difficult to define, and for 

another, we have to live ñinò the world all the time 

without being ñofò it. John says if anyone ñloves the 

world, the love of the Father is not in him.ò This is 

how incredibly dangerous it is to have a wrong 

attitude towards the world. 

We sometimes define the world as the expression 

of current culture. One indicator of being caught up in 

the culture may be how offended we are if anybody 

suggests that some of our lifestyle choices might be 

worldly. How stupid we think they are when they say 

that our choice of movies, music, free time activities, 

associates, clothes, and possibly even our choice of 

political candidates may indicate that we are caught 

up in the thinking of the world. 

If we have been offended in any 

of these areas it might be worth taking 

a look to see if we need to cease from 

man. The day is very close when the 

world is going to require that we go 

along with their norms or weôll be 

more than laughed at. When that day 

comes ï and to a certain extent it is 

already here ï the consequences of the 

love of the world may come into 

sharper focus, but it wonôt be any 

different from what it always has 

been: enmity with God. ñCease ye 

from man!ò 

As a pastor, I feel deeply 

concerned about this subject. When I 

was younger I used to wonder how 

people would ever take the mark of 

the beast, when the Bible has the 

terrible consequences written out in 

black and white. Now that Iôve lived 

longer, I understand how easy it is to 

be pushed along by the fear of man, by 

the subtle desires and comfort of the flesh and the 

pride of life that doesnôt want to be thought ill of by 

those around us. Then there is the momentum that 

comes from everyone else doing it, including many of 

our Christian friends. Of course, there always are a 

few voices in the wilderness who actually think there 

might be something wrong with watching that movie, 

or wearing that tight and revealing top, orïyou fill in 

the blank. 

The only way we can win out in this tricky battle 

against the love of the world is to get serious about 

our Christian walk. We must truly get to know the 

Spirit of God by intimate daily fellowship with and 

obedience to Him, regularly feed on and obey the 

entire Word of God, fellowship with genuine men and 

women of God, and live our lives based on what He 

loves and hates, not the loves and hates of the world! 

We must let God develop in us such a real and 

working trust in Him instead of man, that when they 

come some day and give us the ultimatum of taking 

the mark or starving (an ultimatum which may have 

been prepared for so gradually that it might not seem 

like an ultimatum), we will laugh at the absurdity and 

horror of going that route. ñCease ye from man.ò 

In the midst of Godôs description of punishing 

evil in the earth, is inserted this wonderful phrase: 

ñJehovah alone shall be exalted in 

that day.ò Now weôre getting to the 

good part. If we are currently 

exalting Jehovah alone, I have no 

doubt that we will be immune to the 

results of His judgment. Not that we 

will be unaffected if we are on earth 

at that time, but we will be exempted 

from the final terrible consequences. 

In fact, exalting ñJehovah aloneò 

every day, in every way, can only 

result in every kind of eternal good 

in our personal lives, our families, 

and our relationship with God. 

Several months ago I had a literal 

Damascus road event, one of the 

most profoundly positive, powerful, 

outlook-changing experiences Iôve 

had in a long time. As I was doing 

errands one day here in Jerusalem, I 

observed a young man steal a cell 

phone. I know that people steal stuff 

all the time, but to see such terrible 

selfishness acted out right in front of 

my eyes was very depressing. I happened to be 

heading towards the Damascus Gate district of the 

Old City through a dirty, untidy area, full of many 

hard-faced people. As I walked, I was wondering, 

ñHow can the love and the power of Jesus ever get 

across to these people?ò Looking at myself, I could 

not see the courage or ability to do anything about it. 

At that very moment I had a visitation, or 

epiphany, as real as anything Iôve ever had from the 

Lord. It came in the form of an instant and 

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2010   TIMES OF RESTORATION    5  MARCH/APRIL 2010   TIMES OF RESTORATION    5  
 

jEHOVAH ALONE IS EXALTED 

Inside Damascus Gate, 

Photo Courtesy of Craig Sandford 
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inexplicable change of thinking. Itôs hard to convey 

how completely and unexpectedly my gloomy 

negative thoughts were replaced with a sense of the 

irresistible resurrection power of Jesus Christ. What 

an instant before had seemed a hopeless problem now 

had an inevitable solution. I was so completely and 

instantly filled with the wonder of His resurrection 

power that I just wanted to tell somebody. I felt like 

laughing with joy. 

Perhaps youôll remember the advertising jingle: 

ñSome day youôll own Generals,ò which tried to inject 

into our minds the inevitability of buying General 

tires. That is the way I felt: Some day, one way or 

another, those people will meet Jesus. It is absolutely 

inevitable. He will get Himself across to them and 

give them a chance, every one of them. In an instant 

everything was okay. I ceased from manôs thinking. 

He will help me to do my part where Iôm needed as a 

channel, but itôs His job. In the months since, the 

thought of His resurrection power has helped me over 

and over in dealing with different problems: difficult, 

tenacious, impossible, insurmountable problems. 

What can stand before His resurrection power? 

ñJehovah alone will be exalted in that day.ò 

I had another experience that emphasized these 

facts to me. I was up on the Temple Mount one day, 

mindful of the fact that the Bible repeatedly declared 

this spot to be special to God, and wondering how He 

was going to reclaim it from the present desecration. 

Suddenly I had a sensing of the irresistibility of God. 

Itôs hard to describe what was conveyed to me, but it 

came across as a feeling that underneath the 

pavement, and the buildings that are dedicated to the 

glory of other gods, it was Godôs territory, and all the 

stuff on top was like water on a duckôs back. One day, 

inevitably, it will simply slide off, and His glory, 

which was there all along, will be revealed again. I 

understood that He is so great that in one sense, all 

that stuff on His holy mountain really doesnôt bother 

Him. He is there; He is irresistible. ñJehovah alone 

will be exalted in that day.ò 

In this mystical but true realm that we operate in, 

He is continually, in all kinds of ways, seeking to help 

us get the correct perspective and understanding of the 

way things really are. We live in a physical temporary 

realm that is overlaid by the spiritual. Our peace, our 

satisfaction, our victory, our success, our fulfilling of 

purpose comes as we ñcease from man.ò As we cease 

from our own, the worldôs, and the devilôs ways and 

think, live, and walk in this physical realm according 

to the realities of the Creatorôs realm, we succeed. 

The reality is that God is so great that even as He 

allows the devil so much apparent success, itôs 

actually only part of His plan to allow the enemy to 

consolidate his rebellious forces in order to be finally 

and forever destroyed. 

The Temple Mount as we understand it is actually 

on a threshing floor. And God is using the devil to 

bring the world against Jerusalem, where the people 

will be threshed, the good grain harvested, the stalks 

and chaff separated and gotten rid of forever. We 

donôt need to be impressed by the devilôs apparent 

success, because it is written that things would go this 

way. Neither should we be fearful or worried about 

the grain being harvested, and His kingdom being 

fully established. 

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given; 

and the government shall be upon His shoulder: and 

His name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, 

Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of 

the increase of His government and of peace there 

shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon 

his kingdom, to establish it, and to uphold it with 

justice and with righteousness from henceforth even 

for ever. The zeal of Jehovah of hosts will perform 

this (Isaiah 9:6-7 ASV). 

This tells us where the government already is. 

Weôve already seen that God sent His Son, who did 

all that was needed to save the world. Count on His 

zeal to finish the job: ñJehovah alone will be exalted 

in that day.ò Z 

ïFormer pastor, Bible School teacher, self-employed 
contractor, repair supervisor for Peterbilt trucks, and 
more, Bob is the father of eight and is now serving with his 
wife Sue as a ñwatchman on the wallsò of Jerusalem. 
(Isaiah 62), an occupation he describes as ñthe greatest 
privilege of my lifetime up to date. Living in Jerusalem 
interacting with people from all over the world and daily 
coming to God on behalf of His city and the fulfillment of 
His Word is a world-changing privilege.ò 
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my gloomy negative thoughts were  
replaced with a sense of the irresistible  

resurrection power of jesus christ  
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peace in the storm  
by Linda Holscher, Hobart, New York 

god ôs sovereignty  
extends to the inner 
storms of life, but our 
choices are important  

M ANY OF US ARE FAMILIAR with the 

adage, ñHe happened to be in the right place 

at the right time,ò referring to someone who by 

chance acquires good fortune. Thankfully, we 

Christians know that our lives donôt have to operate in 

such a haphazard manner; rather, as we follow our 

heavenly Fatherôs instructions we can be assured that 

He is divinely directing our steps. Our security is 

based on the truth of Godôs Word, not chance. Our 

obedience in these uncertain times, as world and 

national events seem to be spinning out of control, 

includes an assurance that there is a sovereign design 

to it all. Psalm 119:165 puts it this way: ñThose who 

love Thy law have great peace, and nothing causes 

them to stumble.ò What a specific and wonderful 

promise! The Psalmist testified to having real inward 

peace, despite his afflictions. And we who also love 

Godôs law can experience this peace as well. 

Peace is often quickly forfeited when we receive 

information we donôt want to hear. Among our long 

list of concerns, we often fear that we wonôt know 

what to do, or how to do it, or wonôt get it done, or 

will suffer injury. Fear comes in response to 

something we canôt control. But it is just at this point 

that we must consciously turn our attention to our 

sovereign God and His unchanging Word. Our 

circumstances, other people, and wicked agendas, do 

not dictate our well-being. 

However, sometimes it seems that our carnal 

human condition takes perverse delight in a little bad 

news now and then. Possibly it breaks up the 

monotony of life with a kind of warped excitement. 

My observation is based on the fact that people talk 

much longer about bad events than about good ones. 

Thus itôs more important than ever, as Spirit-filled 

individuals, to cease magnifying the enemyôs agenda. 

We must choose to meditate on Godôs counsel, 

instead. He promises to nullify the counsel of the 

nations and to frustrate the plans of the people. 

Another way of looking at this is to note that our 

ability to remain peaceful in the midst of turmoil is 

dependent on our responses to daily trials. Again, in 

Psalm 119: ñLet Thy hands be ready to help me, for I 

have chosen Thy precepts.ò There is a two-fold 

spiritual principle in this verse that we should apply to 

our walk of faith. 

Do we regularly ask God for His provision of help 

as we experience the challenges and tests of life? 

Recently, I have made a more conscious effort to ask 

God repeatedly through the day for help and wisdom 

to navigate it successfully. I have been hastening to 

(Continued on page 15) 

We seem to be witnessing an onslaught of  
destruction in Christian families, and I  

often wonder if perhaps just a few of God ôs 
precepts have been neglected  
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lOVE ADOPTION 

 

A CCORDING TO THE DICTIONARY, 

ñadoptò means ñ1. to choose and bring into a 

certain relationship, as into oneôs own family. 2. to 

take into oneôs own family by legal process and raise 

as oneôs own child.ò It gives no definition of the term, 

ñlove adopt,ò for it does not recognize any such 

relationship or process. So what do I mean by love 

adoption? From my own personal experience I can tell 

you it is the state in which one loves and treats 

another as oneôs own child without taking legal 

action. The act of legal adoption, though hopefully 

spawned by love, is bound by a bevy of regulations 

and laws and is a very expensive procedure. Love 

adopting, on the other hand, is controlled by the ethics 

of a sincere, affectionate heart, and its only cost is the 

unselfish giving of oneself for another. 

My husband and I had the good fortune of 

meeting a teen-age girl who was removed from her 

home because of the abuse inflicted on her and her 

sister by their biological mother. That woman fell 

apart emotionally when her husband left her, and took 

her aggressions out on her young daughters. Later she 

met a man who cared about her and was very good to 

both her and her little girls. The home became a 

happy place for all. Unfortunately this man died from 

an accidental gunshot wound that threw the distraught 

mother further into her psychological dilemma such 

that she was unable to function properly. His death 

also gave the young girls a feeling of being deserted 

and rejected once again. The daughter that we met has 

given me permission to use her real first name in 

telling her story. 

When Holly came to our home, she was pleasant 

but a little aloof. We worked hard to make her feel 

welcome. It seemed like the harder we tried, the more 

she ñacted out.ò This was a bit baffling, and one even-

ing my husband and I took time to discuss the situa-

tion. Was it worth our while to keep doing things for 

this gal who seemed to be rewarding us with disre-

spect and an obnoxious attitude? We had lost our own 

daughters in a house fire and missed them terribly. 

Why werenôt we able to draw comfort from taking in 

this abused child? Why was she fighting us so? A part 

of me wanted to tell her she could leave, but another 

part of me wanted to hold her in my arms and love 

her. When my husband wondered aloud what we 

should do, I remarked that if she were our own daugh-

ter, we wouldnôt turn our backs on her because she 

misbehaved. He agreed, so we persisted in loving and 

caring for Holly, and this eventually proved to be 

right and effective.  Finally her guard came down and 

she interacted with us as a member of our family. 

A few years later, Holly asked us why we kept her 

when she acted so badly. Of course we had our own 

questions: why had she fought our attempts to make 

her feel welcomed and loved? As we talked together, 

we realized that she had gone through so much 

rejection and awful disappointment from the let-

downs in her life, that she didnôt dare let us get close 

enough to hurt her, for fear of yet more rejection, 

which she believed would inevitably happen. We have 

become closer and closer over the years. She is now a 

grown woman who still keeps in touch with us and 

still affectionately calls us, ñMom and Dad.ò 

Ron 

McCormick 

& Holly  

Photo Courtesy of 

Vangie 

McCormick 

by Vangie McCormick, Munsonville, New Hampshire 
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Thereôs more than one way to show 
Godôs love 
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R EADING ISAIAH 55 RECENTLY, I found a new truth 

opening up to me. It begins with well-known language: 

ñHo everyone that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he 

that hath no money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine 

and milk without money and without price. Wherefore do ye 

spend money for that which is not bread? and your labor for that 

which satisfieth not? Hearken diligently unto me, and eat that which is good, and let your soul delight itself in 

fatness.ò 

Then in Matthew 5:6, we read more on this theme, with another promise: 

ñBlessed are they that hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled.ò 

Thinking it over, I realized that we need to eat and drink Christ Jesus Himself in order to be filled and 

nourished for life. The Lordôs Supper helps much along this line, of course, but it is just part of the whole 

picture. 

Satan has many ways to distract us from our heavenly meal. This kind of nourishment should be a regular 

part of our lives; it can be affected positively by our reading the Word, and either positively or negatively by 

talking to others and especially by what we watch and listen to. We can be diverted by practically anything we 

see in this wild world around us, but we can choose where we look, and then go on to eat and drink of only Him. 

ñTaste of Me,ò the Lord tells us. As we do this, we get our appetites expanded and start to see more of our 

Most High God. Oh, if we will only take our God ñout of the boxò of our indifference or ignorance, and truly 

taste and learn more about Him! We can never learn it all, but why stop seeking for all we can get and see about 

our God! Z 
 

ïWilliam Relation, Palestine, Texas 

MARCH/APRIL 2010   TIMES OF RESTORATION    9  
 

A GODLY DIET 

We didnôt have the 

finances to adopt Holly 

legally, but we told her 

that she was ñlove 

adoptedòïthat we would 

always be there for her 

as her Mom and Dad any 

time she needed or 

wanted us. The notes she wrote on her cards and the 

many letters she sent us over the years were more than 

payment in full for any favors we did for her. They 

are still, and always will be, among our most prized 

possessions. She is always going to be our ñHolly 

Girl.ò After all, she has become a part of our family as 

our love-adopted daughter. 

But the greatest love adoption ever is the one 

written of in the Bible. It is a love adoption available 

to each of us. In Galatians 4:4-7 Paul says, ñGod sent 

forth his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, 

that He might redeem them that were under the law, 

that we might receive the adoption of sonséthou art  

no longer a bondservant, but a son; and if a son, then 

an heir through God.ò In John 1:12 it says, ñBut as 

many as received Him, to them gave He the right to 

become children of God, even to them that believe on 

His name.ò Then 2 Corinthians 6:16-18 reads, ñI will 

be their God, and they shall be my peopleéI will 

receive you, and will be to you a Father, and ye shall 

be to me sons and daughters, saith the Lord 

Almighty.ò 

To me this confirms that I am a love-adopted 

daughter of God, because I have believed on His 

Sonôs name and have accepted the gift for which He 

paid the ultimate priceïthe greatest act of truly giving 

of oneself!  I, too, have been love adopted. Z 
 

ïA retired nurse with years of giving behind her, 
Vangie lives with Ron, her husband of 50 years, and at-
tends Fairwood Bible Chapel. 
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T he new school year is well into its 

second semester, and we take this 

opportunity to introduce the Second Year 

Classïthree young women of faith who have 

already pursued a straight path toward the 

Celestial City. Itôs a small group, but they 

have a lot of potential, and God is doing a 

deep work in their lives. 

Included below are personal testimonies 

from each, based chiefly on highlight lessons 

from classes. 

Heidi Bean 
Leeds, Maine 

A t the start of second semester, we took a class on Creation vs. Evolution. 

It was designed around a lot of interesting video presentations which I 

really enjoyed. 

One in particular was called ñThe Privileged Planet.ò I was never really into as-

tronomy or earth science when I was younger, but this video really drew my attention 

as it focused on how unique our planet is. The fact that it is the only habitable planet 

known to man is amazing. The speaker listed various facts about the earth that makes 

it able to provide a habitat for life. But if you took any one of those factors and 

changed them a tiny bit, we would cease to exist. We would have never been here in the first place. 

Let me make this a little more clear. If this earth were to change in size just a fraction, or be slightly closer to 

or farther from the sun, or in a different part of our universeïif any of these factors were changed slightly, you 

and I would not be here today. The fact we have liquid water to provide a living environment is amazing in it-

self. 

The video concluded that in order for this earth to have all the exact features for a habitable planet, there 

must have been a purpose...a design. Thereôs no way that as a result of the ñBig Bangò random forces could just 

produce a truly rare and unique habitable planet ñby accident.ò The odds are unbelievably unlikely. In other 

words...there had to be a Creator. 

I really liked this class because it showed me how real and powerful our God is. He made everything! We 

are constantly discovering how He designed everything around us, including ourselves, so uniquely and perfect-

ly that there is no question that this was something more than a coincidence. And that, in itself, is amazing. 

Praise the Lord! 
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E arly in January we had a class that was pretty much amazing. I got so many 

good things from it. 

The first is, ñSign on with God.ò God is waiting for us to sign up in His army, 

and itôs our choice whether we will or not. God is waiting for us, and He has things 

waiting for us we canôt even imagine, and all I have to do is be willing to let Him 

lead, and then to follow where He leads. 

Second, ñDonôt set limits.ò Itôs so incredibly easy to set limits for ourselves or for what God can do through 

us or in us. I tend not even to ask God for things sometimes, because I canôt imagine it actually happening; or I 

often have low expectations for a meeting, class, or work assignment. But setting limits only hurts me, because 

God is a God of the impossible! Now itôs a matter of having high expectations in everything I do, learning to go 

as far as I can with God, and pushing closer to Him for whatever He might have for me. 

Next, I loved hearing about the Bridal Army of Christ. I have often felt as if I didnôt really understand 

anything about the bride of Christ. The idea has been a rather vague concept in my head, not a solid 

understanding. But after looking at several Scriptures which mention it and hearing so much about it in that 

class, I feel I have a better understanding than ever before. More importantly I have a new-found desire to be part 

of it. 

The picture of the Bridal Army I started getting in class that day is one of ñmen strong and fearless, women 

pure and beautiful,ò utterly sold out for Godïwilling to go anywhere, do anything their Leader commands, and 

made able to do any required taskïby the blood of the Lamb. They are not ñsuper peopleò who are perfect and do 

everything right, but normal, ordinary people, who because they signed on with God were made into His 

likeness. Each is called to a task specially designed for them, and each one becomes perfectly suited to that task 

through the hard things they had endured. 

The Bridal Army is ordinary people, who have been changed in an extraordinary way. I can be a part of it, 

just by picking up my sword and diving in, by staying engaged and focused on my Commander and never taking 

my eyes off Jesus. Z 

T his year has been really good so far, though there have been many new 

things to get used to, such as having so many new (and wonderful) 

students. It is great having all the first year class here, yet after a smaller class last 

year, this has been one of the things Iôve had to adjust to. But God has helped me in 

it, for which I praise the Lord. 

Last semester we began studying the life of Christ, a class which offered many 

things for blessing and encouragement. During it we were assigned to read Max 

Lucadoôs Just Like Jesus. One of his main points made an impression on me: ñGod loves you just the way you 

are...but refuses to leave you that way. He wants you to be just like Jesus.ò 

That is something that has really blessed me. We know that God loves us, but He loves us so much, He 

wants to work in our hearts so that we can live like Jesus. And Heôs not going to give up on us! Amen. 

More recent lessons have included all three classes. In January we spent two weeks studying the life of King 

David, especially noting the heart that he had for God. From that I have gained a desire to be a woman ñafter 

God's own heart.ò 

I look forward to the wonderful blessings God has for me over the rest of this semester. 

Mary Sutton 

Gilboa, New York 

Amy Turner 

McDonough, Georgia 
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The following words are reprinted and edited from The Standard, June, 1965. The so

-called sexual revolution was in full swing at the time, and the moral fabric of the 

country was in tatters. Sadly, it is far worse today, yet the following words offer wise 

counsel in raising pure and godly families even now. Letõs take them deeply to heart. 

by Frank S. Murray 

Raising 
Pure-Hearted Families 

Continued from the previous issue 

N  
ow we come to the age of trial and 

temptationðthe teen-age years when 

changes take place inside the body. This may include 

some unaccountable times of depression when despair 

sweeps over the young spirit and vague longings push 

and contend within. 

ñNature,ò as we say, is preparing the growing 

youth for adulthood, including the biological 

responsibilities that go with it. But this is rarely 

meaningful to the boy or girl. All they know is that the 

bright sunny world of childhood has slipped away 

somewhere, and for some reason the companionship of 

the opposite sex seems very important all of a sudden. 

God have mercy on the parent who loses this 

chance to help his child find comfort in Jesus Christ! 

Sometimes little children have an experience of 

believing in the Lord; but nearly every time it needs 

renewal if not complete rebirth after the twelfth 

birthday. Let me impress it on the mind of every 

reader: the love of Jesus fills that longing, aching 

teenage heart better than any other love can do. Jesus 

was a teenager Himself, ñtempted in all pointsò that 

drive our modern youth half wild, and He has just the 

love and sympathy and energetic zest of living within 

Himself that young folks crave. 

Paul wrote the Romans (1:6) that they were ñcalled 

to be Jesus Christôs.ò He wants to meet youðin a 

private rendezvous, and there talk to your heart of how 

much you mean to Him, and what joys He has in store 

for you. 

Never can I forget the Sunday when I felt led to 

talk about the marriage of Jesus Christ to His bride, and 

found a 16-year old boy coming into my study after the 

sermon crying out with deep feeling, ñOh, I just loved 

that talk!ò There was a world of pent-up emotion in that 

cry, or rather released emotion that had been long pent 

up. ñYouth for Christò is no empty motto dreamed up 

by middle-aged do-gooders. It speaks an eternal truth, 

for Christ is forever young, eager, full of life and 

creative power. He is the Darling of the Universe, if 

such language be not irreverent, and the stormy gales of 

feeling over some shallow pop star that sweep young 

people today are merely the misplaced throbs that 

rightly belong to Jesus only. 

Help them find Him. His love will quiet the uneasy 

surges that make adolescent life so rocky; and it will 

hold the young man and woman inviolate until a pure 

and holy marriage becomes possible. 

The emphasis here is on the word ñKeep.ò So often 

we find it in Scripture. ñHe that is born of God keepeth 

himself, and the wicked one toucheth him not.ò ñPure 

religioné. is to keep oneself unspottedé.ò ñKeep 

yourselves from idols.ò ñKeep yourselves in the love of 

God.ò 

Christ does a pure work in us, but He expects us to 

6. Let young love turn first to Jesus. 
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cooperate with all diligence to preserve what He has 

done. We cannot go where we please, see and hear 

what we please, associate with any and every 

companion that we please. We have to draw some 

lines. It takes vigor to get clean, it takes vigilance to 

keep clean; but it takes nothing but carelessness to get 

dirty. 

For example, take carelessness about contact with 

the opposite sex. Paul states a universal truth when he 

says, ñIt is good for a man not to touch a woman. But 

because of fornications let each man have his own wife, 

and let each woman have her own husbandò (1 

Corinthians 7:1-2). He knew what every man knows, 

that physical contact leads to physical intimacy, and 

that it has no legitimate expression except under the 

bonds of lawful marriage. 

That Scripture alone bars the door on the dancing, 

dating, hayrides, and other exciting, borderline 

amusements devised to encourage physical contact as 

harmless. It is not harmless, no matter how the mind 

may dodge and squirm. We may as well be honest, first 

as last. Which is more to be desired, a few minutes of 

illicit pleasure or a long eternity in the presence of 

Godðhead up, heart pure, eye clear and filled with 

pleasures at His right hand? 

Parents, as you love your children, donôt buckle on 

this standard. Donôt compromise with a loose and 

careless world, and have your children live to curse you 

in after years. Be staunch now, though they may fret at 

the restriction, and be sure they will bless your name as 

long as they live when they see the seething mass of 

cracked and broken marriages all around them. Fight 

the good fight now, and when marriage does come, let 

purity join purity and form a holy home. 

Such homes are few enough, but only such produce 

the character that makes America proof against her 

enemies. The young people who refuse worldly 

pollution now will live to protect those who took no 

such pains. 

Young people, donôt be surprised at temptations. 

Satan is a foul fiend, and he will empty hell to pollute 

some pure boy or girl. You may go through ten times 

the temptations that your worldly neighbor does. No 

wonder! Satan has the neighbor already, but he is 

furious that you have thus far escaped him. So he turns 

on the power. Resist him. Scorn him. Disdain his traps. 

One trap is to contrive a situation where you are 

found aloneðin a house, a car, or a schoolroomðwith 

someone of the opposite sex. Possibly there is no help 

for it temporarily, but move out at the first 

opportunityðquietly, without fanfare. The Bible says 

to ñflee youthful lusts,ò not stay and brave them out. 

Some people say, ñNever fear for me; I am strong.ò 

How completely silly! No one is strong on this subject, 

when you practically dare the devil to attack you. 

Proverbs 28:26 tells us that ñHe that trusteth in his own 

heart is a fool.ò If you are in a rather compromising 

situation and cannot escape readily, give God your 

thoughts and tend strictly to your own business. Donôt 

pay any attention if people make fun of you. 

Remember, it is only the deceived and ignorant who 

laugh at such things. 

Marriage never made man or woman pure. One 

cannot let the bars down and indulge in flirtations or 

loose talk just because a minister has said a few words 

and signed a paper. Purity makes for a true marriage, 

but marriage doesnôt make for true purity. Only the 

Spirit of God can do that. 

There is a lovely verse in the book of Proverbs with 

which to close these thoughts. ñHe who loves purity of 

heart, and whose speech is gracious, will have the king 

as his friendò (22:11). Heart purity is something to be 

loved and embraced. It should not be regarded as a 

disagreeable state that we are supposed to achieve. A 

man who loves it will dwell on it, study it, pay the price 

for it, and be it under all circumstances. 

Then two notable results will follow. First, his 

conversation will be worth hearing. There will be 

ñgraceò on his lips. He will never descend to loose or 

questionable jokes; he will never talk coarsely about 

divorcing his wife or swapping wives with another 

man. He will not join that stinking exhaust cloud of 

ribald conversation that rises up like smog in the eyes 

(Continued on page 21) 

7. ñKeep yourself pure.ò 

8. When married, still keep clean. 

Purity makes for a true marriage, but marriage doesnôt make 
for true purity. 
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TWO MEN WHO SHAPED HISTORY...  
Reviewed by Miriam Homer, Drumore, Pennsylvania  

 

Have you ever noticed that the history that happened just before you were born (or became aware of cur-

rent events) is the history you know the least about? For me this was the Second World War, which ended just 

three years before I was born. That put it near the end of my high school history books - the part which got cov-

ered quickly or not at all because we ran out of time! I certainly heard stories of how the war affected people I 

knew, but I was an adult before I had any clear idea of its history. 

I suspect that many people younger than myself have similar vague ideas about the cold war and other 

events of fairly recent history. That is one reason that I recommend the two books in this review. The other rea-

son is that both are stories about Godôs call to individuals who seemed unlikely candidates to advance His king-

dom. Both books were best sellers in their time, and have gone through many reprints, so you will find other edi-

tions than the ones I cite below. 

The first is Godôs Smuggler by Brother Andrew (New American Library, 1967). The young Dutchman 

who became known as Brother Andrew grew up poor with few ambitions other than a desire for adventure. The 

book tells how God captured his heart, and then called him to minister to Christians behind the Iron Curtain. He 

certainly found adventure, and he also found Godôs faithfulness shown in miraculous ways. The courage of the 

suffering church in eastern Europe is an inspiring part of the story and a part of history that should not be forgot-

ten in our own uncertain times. 

Almost ten years later, another best seller told the story of another unlikely convert. Charles (Chuck) 

Colson had served in the Marines, and then gained a place of influence in the Nixon administration before the 

events that came to be called ñWatergate.ò As his world came crashing down, Colson was led by the testimony 

of a Christian businessman to consider seriously the claim of Christ on his life. A few months after accepting 

Christ, Chuck Colson was in prison on Watergate-related charges. His book, Born Again (Revell, 1976), tells his 

story through the prison experience and the first beginnings of the ministry that would become Prison Fellow-

ship. 

Both Prison Fellowship and Open Doors (the ministry developed by Brother Andrew) have gone on to 

affect thousands of lives. Both men have written other books that are worth reading, but I suggest that you start 

with the ones mentioned here. You will learn a little more about events that helped to shape our current world. 

You should also be convinced that God is able to call and use whomever He wishes. 

 ðMiriam works for Math-U-See, a manipulative math learning program. Let her know of your own favor-

ites for possible mention in a future column. 

...AND A WOMAN WHO MAY DO THE SAME  
Reviewed by Timothy Murray  

Joining millions of others, Iôve just finished reading Sarah Palinôs bestseller, a life 

memoir emphasizing the authorôs political career down to the present. First im-

pression? She is the real thing. We could do with a lot more like her. And her gu-

bernatorial record remains sterling. The former Governor of Alaska is a formida-

ble personality, whose gift of genuineness may yet make a significant mark in 

national politics. 

 Coming away from the book, I couldnôt help wishing that the campaign han-

dlers for John McCainôs presidential race had let his Vice-Presidential pick speak her mind. She had a lot of 

good, down-to-earth things to say, but she was effectively muzzled by an over-cautious staff. Had she been able 

to speak unfettered, the message could have electrified voters from the heartland in potentially race-changing 

numbers. 

Going Rogue:  
An American Life  
Sarah Palin  

Harper Collins Publishers  

413 pages,  $28.99  



JANUARY/FEBRUARY  2010    \    TIMES OF RESTORATION  15 MARCH/APRIL 2010   TIMES OF RESTORATION    15  

But thatôs past. The main impact for me lay in what happened to her after the election, when a vicious press 

teamed up with malicious bloggers in a smear campaign that was truly outrageous. This is something with which 

most Americans have no experience, but for her, it was a daily dose of lies and innuendoes, taking the form of 

actual press attacks on her family and multiple charges of ethics violations as Governor, all of which were later 

tossed out as unfounded. But the media gave front-page coverage to the charges, managing to hide the exonera-

tions in the fine print. The point is that this ñpolitics of personal destructionò is sadly alive and well, and she was 

but one of a long series of victimsðleaders whose instincts for godly principles are loathsome to so-called pro-

gressive movers and shakers. They will stoop as low as it takes to bring such people down.  

But Mrs. Palin did not take it passively. I was impressed with her can-do resiliency and more, with her faith 

in God. ñI do know there is a God,ò she writesðamong the last sentences on the last page. ñMy life is in His 

hands. I encourage readers to do what I did many years ago, invite Him in to take over.ò She often prayed with 

her family for Godôs guidance and strength at various political and personal crises. 

 Whatever her purpose in writing this book, it has served to clear up some innuendoes and half-truths, but 

more, it has set the stage for her next stepðthough she offers no hint of what that may be. But I couldnôt help 

coming away with the impression that though she resigned as Governor in order to dry up the incessant attacks 

from the opposition, her career in national politics is far from over. 

 This is a woman who deserves our prayers as she ponders the future. Z 

remember, especially when overwhelmed, the 

promise that ñyou have not because you ask not.ò God 

is eager to supply all we need, moment by moment, if 

we only choose to ask Him in faith. Our natural man 

doesnôt want to be so completely dependent on God 

this way, but doing so keeps us in a very safe and 

secure place. 

Just as we must ask God for His help in 

everything, we must also choose His precepts. Iôve 

found that if I neglect to obey all of Godôs precepts, I 

then lose peace and the anointing that comes from 

being in the will of God. 

Not long ago, we had some personal and family 

pressures, and I found myself agitated, crabby, and 

glum. My two youngest sons asked repeatedly, ñHow 

come youôre not smiling, Mama?ò (I must have 

looked pretty foreboding.) I was not only glum, but 

often felt downright quarrelsome, and my husband 

received the brunt of my agitation a number of times. 

As a mother of eight, I had instructed my children 

numerous times not to quarrel. Oh yes, there were 

valid reasons for the tension I felt, and I tried to 

excuse myself for awhile, yet still I knew I was 

wrong. Proverbs 20:3 makes it clear that ñkeeping 

away from strife is an honor for a man, but any fool 

will quarrel.ò I was acting in the category of a fool 

but, praise the Lord, by confessing my sin I did not 

have to remain there. 

We must ñhate every false wayò (Psalm 119: 128) 

not only in the world, but also in ourselves. We seem 

to be witnessing an onslaught of destruction in 

Christian families, and I often wonder if perhaps just a 

few of Godôs precepts have been neglected in these 

broken lives. James 4:17 reminds us, ñTherefore, to 

one who knows the right thing to do and fails to do it, 

for him it is sin.ò God knows each heart. He knows 

whether a person is totally unaware of one of His 

commandments, or is simply choosing not to obey. 

We find that the consequences of deliberate 

disobedience results in our stumbling, losing our way, 

and finding that we are no longer operating under the 

protection of Godôs grand design. 

It was James Russell Lowell over a century ago 

who penned a poem called, ñThe Present Crisis.ò The 

following three lines are just as applicable today as 

when he wrote them: 

Though the cause of evil prosper, yet ótis Truth 

alone is strong, 

And, albeit she wander outcast now, I see around 

her throng 

Troops of beautiful, tall angels, to enshield her 

from all wrong. 

Godôs grand plan will triumph! Though the battle 

is fierce, by holding fast to our Commander and 

carefully obeying His every command, we will take 

our place with God as one of those ñangelsòï in the 

right place, at the right time to see the victory won. Z 

ïManaging a large home and educating her own 
children, Linda also shares the burdens of many friends 
and acquaintances. 

(ñPeace in the Storm,ò continued from page 7) 



D ECLARATIONS FROM 

THE LEGISLATIVE 

BRANCH affirming America as a 

Christian nation are abundant. For 

example, in 1852-1853 when some 

citizens sought a complete 

secularization of the public square 

and a cessation of all religious 

activities by the government, 

Congress responded wi th 

unambiguous declarations about 

America as a Christian nation: 

 

The House Judiciary 

Committee: ñHad the people, 

during the Revolution, had a 

suspicion of any attempt to war 

against  Chr ist ian i ty,  that 

Revolution would have been 

strangled in its cradle. At the time 

of the adoption of the Constitution 

and the amendments, the universal 

sentiment was that Christianity 

should be encouraged, not any one 

sect [denomination]. Any attempt 

to level and discard all religion 

would have been viewed with 

universal indignation. . . . In this 

age there can be no substitute for 

Christianity; that, in its general 

p r i nc ip les ,  i s  t he  grea t 

conservative element on which we 

must rely for the purity and 

permanence of free institutions.ò 22 

 

The Senate Judiciary 

Committee: ñWe are Christians, 

not because the law demands it, 

not to gain exclusive benefits or to 

avoid legal disabilities, but from 

choice and education; and in a 

land thus universally Christian, 

what is to be expected, what 

desired, but that we shall pay a 

due regard to Christianity?ò 23 

 

T h e  H o u s e  o f 

Representatives, 1856, also 

declared: ñ[T]he great vital and 

conservative element in our 

system is the belief of our people 

in the pure doctrines and divine 

truths of the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ.ò 24 

On March 3, 1863 while in the 

midst of the Civil War, the U. S. 

Senate requested President 

Abraham Lincoln to ñdesignate 

and set apart a day for national 

prayer and humiliationò 25 

because: ñ[S]incerely believing 

that no people, however great in 

numbers and resources or however 

strong in the justice of their cause, 

can prosper without His favor; and 

at the same time deploring the 

national offences which have 

provoked His righteous judgment, 

yet encouraged in this day of 

trouble by the assurances of His 

word to seek Him for succor 

according to His appointed way 

through Jesus Christ, the Senate 

of the United States do hereby 

request the President of the United 

States, by his proclamation, to 

designate and set apart a day for 

national prayer and humiliationò 26 

(emphasis added). 

President Lincoln quickly 

complied with that request, 27 and 

issued what today has become one 

of the most famous and quoted 

proclamations in Americaôs 

historyé. 28 
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The U. S. Congress Affirms that 
America is a Christian Nation 

by David Barton 

Is President Obama Correct: 
America No Longer a Christian Nation? 

 16    TIMES OF RESTORATION    MARCH/APRIL  2010 

Continued from a previous issue 

Photo Courtesy of KMS 
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From the Judicial Branch, 

consider first some declarations of 

prominent U. S. Supreme Court 

Justices regarding America as a 

Christian nation. 

 

Justice Joseph Story (1779-

1845) was appointed to the Court 

by President James Madison. 

Story is considered the founder of 

Harvard Law School and authored 

the  th ree-vo lume c lass ic 

Commentaries on the Constitution 

of the United States (1833). In his 

34 years on the Court, Story 

authored opinions in 286 cases, of 

which 269 were reported as the 

majority opinion or the opinion of 

the Court 29 and his many 

contributions to American law 

have caused him to be called a 

ñF a t h e r  o f  A m e r i c a n 

Jurisprudence.ò Justice Story 

openly declared: 

ñOne of the beautiful boasts of 

our municipal jurisprudence is that 

Christianity is a part of the 

Common Law. . . . There never 

has been a period in which the 

Common Law did not recognize 

Christianity as lying at its 

foundations. . . . I verily believe 

Christianity necessary to the 

support of civil society.ò 30 His 

conclusion about America and 

Christianity was straightforward: 

ñIn [our] republic, there would 

seem to be a peculiar propriety in 

viewing the Christian religion as 

the great basis on which it must 

rest for its support and 

permanence.ò 31 

 

Justice John McLean (1785-

1861) was appointed to the Court 

by President Andrew Jackson. 

McLean served in the U. S. 

Congress, as a judge on the Ohio 

Supreme Court, and then held 

cabinet positions under two U. S. 

Presidents. His view on the 

importance of Christianity to 

American government and its 

institutions was unambiguous: 

ñFor many years, my hope for 

the perpetuity of our institutions 

has rested upon Bible morality and 

the general dissemination of 

Christian principles. This is an 

element which did not exist in the 

ancient republics. It is a basis on 

which free governments may be 

maintained through all time. . . . 

Free government is not a self-

moving machine. . . . Our mission 

of freedom is not carried out by 

brute force, by canon law, or any 

other law except the moral law 

and those Christian principles 

which are found in the Scriptures.ò 
32 

 

Justice David Brewer (1837-

1910), appointed to the Court by 

President Benjamin Harrison, 

agreed. Brewer held several 

judgeships in Kansas and served 

on a federal circuit court before 

his appointment to the Supreme 

Court. Justice Brewer declared: 

ñWe constantly speak of this 

republic as a Christian nation ï in 

fact, as the leading Christian 

nation of the world.ò 33 

Brewer then chronicled the 

types of descriptions applied to 

nations: 

ñWe classify nations in 

various ways: as, for instance, by 

their form of government. One is a 

kingdom, another an empire, and 

still another a republic. Also by 

race. Great Britain is an Anglo-

Saxon nation, France a Gallio, 

Germany a Teutonic, Russia a 

Slav. And still again by religion. 

One is a Mohammedan nation, 

others are heathen, and still others 

are Christian nations. This 

republic is classified among the 

Christian nations of the world. It 

was so formally declared by the 

Supreme Court of the United 

(Continued on page 26) 
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The Judicial Branch Affirms that 
America is a Christian Nation 
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 IRAQ  

 More Church Bombings in Mosul 

  Two separate bombs struck churches in Mosul, 

Iraq on the morning of December 23. About 11:00 

a.m. a bomb was detonated near the Syrian Orthodox 

church of St. Thomas. Elsewhere in the city, three 

people were killed (one Christian and two Muslims) 

when a bomb hidden in a cart of vegetables exploded 

outside the Chaldean church of St. George. These at-

tacks are the latest in a series of bombings in the city 

in recent months, including incidents on November 26 

and December 15. The recent bombings, just two days 

before Christmas, intensified fears among Mosulôs 

Christian community. Yet many Iraqi believers re-

main unshaken in their commitment to serving Christ. 

ñThe message of peace and hope announced by angels 

remains in our best wishes for Christmas for the entire 

country,ò said Louis Sako, the archbishop of Kirkuk. 

ñWe want to work together to build peace and hope in 

hearts of all men and women of Iraq.ò (Sources: Asia 

News, AFP) 

Pray for those who have lost loved ones in these 

attacks, and for healing for those injured. Pray, too, 

that the presence and peace of Jesus will sustain Iraqi 

believers and compel them to share Godôs truth with 

their Muslim neighbors. 

 

 

INDONESIA  

Militant Muslims Destroy Church Building 

A mob of approximately 1,000 Muslims attacked 

a church building under construction in Bekasi Re-

gency, near Jakarta, capital city of Indonesia. At mid-

night on December 17, the Muslims arrived at the 

Church of Saint Albert, some on bikes and some on 

foot, and stormed into the building, carrying banners 

and tanks of kerosene. One witness reported hearing 

them shout, ñDestroy! Destroy it! Replace the church 

with a Mosque!ò The Muslims damaged bricks, broke 

lights, uprooted planted trees and set the building on 

fire. No one was injured in the attack, but damage 

amounted to around 60 million rupees (from $6,000 to 

$7,000).  

Local Christians were planning to use the 

nearly completed building for a service. Following the 

attack, a leader of the churchôs construction commit-

tee shared, ñEven though our chapel was attacked we 

are not afraid. We will continue the construction of 

this chapel until its completion.ò  

Pray that those believers will not be discour-

aged but continue to rest secure in the joy and provi-

sion of Christ. And pray that Indonesian Christians 

will be emboldened by the Holy Spirit to share the 

truth. 
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Submitted by Therrill E. Morgan, Wesley Chapel, Florida 

 

Worldwide persecution of Christians continues.  It¬s not confined to Asia, either, though that 
seems the main area for it.   Let¬s keep alert and in faith for God¬s true people all over the earth.   

Much of the following material comes from The Voice of the Martyrs Persecution and Prayer Alerts. 
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IRAN  
Christmas Gathering Attacked 
Fifteen security police and undercover plain-

clothes officers attacked a Christmas gathering of 

more than 70 newly converted Christians in the city of 

Karaj, Iran on December 17. Officers photographed 

and videotaped the believers and also confiscated Bi-

bles, Christian books and a computer. The Christians 

were told they must be available during the period 

leading up to formal and legal interrogations and that 

they must appear before legal prosecutors when or-

dered. Two of the leaders of the group, Kambiz Sa-

ghaee and Aliu Keshvar-Doost, were arrested. At last 

report, they remained in detention at an undisclosed 

location, and their families had neither been able to 

contact them nor received confirmed information 

from police about their whereabouts. (Source: Farsi 

Christian News Network) 

 Pray for the release of these men and that the 

new converts who attended this meeting will grow 

stronger in their faith. Iranian believers are all in dan-

ger, and many must gather in secret to avoid attention 

from authorities.  

 Taken from The Persecution and Prayer 

Alert, VOM Canada, December 23, 2009.  
  

 SRI LANKA  

 Mob Attacks Church 

 Approximately 200 suspected Buddhists armed 

with weapons stormed the Our Lady Rosa Mystica 

Church building in Coos Watta, Sri Lanka on Decem-

ber 6. The assailants destroyed construction materials 

and the interior of the building. They also attempted 

to attack the priest. He was able to escape the scene 

unharmed, but his vehicle was torched in the violence. 

As word spread of the attack, approximately 500 local 

believers blocked the nearby main road in protest, 

demanding that the police arrest the culprits. At last 

report, one arrest had been made. Local Christians 

believe that the attack was due to the growing number 

of believers in the area and the recent resumption of a 

construction project to expand the church. Last year, 

the Supreme Court overturned a police decision to ban 

the construction. The church has been attacked twice 

in recent years by suspected Buddhist militantsðonce 

in 2006 and again in 2007. (Source: Union of Catholic 

Asian News) 

Thank the Lord that no one was injured in the 

attack, and pray that church members will exemplify 

the love of God for those who persecute them. 

 

 

 CHINA  

 House Church Leader Targeted  
 The leader of a house church in Wenzhou, Zhejiang 

province, China, was released on November 30 after 

authorities arbitrarily detained him without warrant on 

November 23. Officials and local villagers targeted 

Shao Wangui after he and his brother, owners of the 

Xinba Shoe Factory, refused to pay a fee to support 

the building of a Buddhist temple in their village. 

Wangui also asked the members of his house church 

to refuse to support the construction project. When the 

village secretary found out about Wanguiôs actions, he 

initiated a campaign of mistreatment against known 

believers in the community. In late November, local 

ñvandalsò destroyed the brothersô factory as punish-

ment for their refusal to provide funds. (Source: China 

Aid) 

Pray that this experience will bring Wangui, 

his brother, and the members of his house church 

closer to Christ. Pray too that the persecutors will 

know Christôs love, forgiveness and blessing through 

the lives of these Christians. Z 

Taken from The Persecution and Prayer 

Alert VOM Canada, December 9, 2009 
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FROM THE ARCHIVES  

Among the many literary treasures in The Kingdom Archives are the rarest of them allðpersonal letters 

exchanged among the saints. Such documents provide wonderful insights into the hearts and lives of 

believers long ago; and because they were never intended for publication, they offer unsolicited and 

inspired testimony to the work of restored Christianity in human experience. 

The following expresses personal counsel from Frank W. Sandford to a recently-baptized married 

couple in need of scriptural teaching about family matters. These excerpts are dated March 8, 1920ðthe 

beginning of a decade that would witness terrible decay in social mores in this country, including confusion 

in family responsibilities. Its advice is truly up to date.  

 20    

HEIRS TOGETHER 

ñShe [the wife] thought I [as her husband] had not conferred with her enough.
ò That 

sentence expresses and accounts for my uneasy feeling, I presume.
 

I feel,_____, that you should be very thoughtful of your wife. She is delicate in 

her make-upïdoing her best to live the scriptural life as a womanïand yet, she senses 

dangers and feels keenly for the family interests. She is right in this. The Bible says 

plainly, 

ñYe husbands, dwell with themòïthat is, with the wife, é ñgiving honor unto the 

wife as unto the weaker vesselï as being heirs together of the grace of life.ò 

The reason for the delicate solicitude for the welfare of the wife
ïñgiving her honor,ò 

because she is not as strongly made up as the man
ïin other words, playing the part of a 

real gentlemanïthe reason for this delicacy in the home life is said to be, 
ñThat your 

prayers be not hindered.ò 

Now then, Brother______, anything strong-willed on your part that ignores her, will 

make as big a slop-over as it would be for her to be to the front and you to be arrayed in 

womanôs clothing. 

Confer with herïconfide in herïget on your knees together and pray about things.
 

Consult as to her feelings. Not that she is to dictate to you, but she is to be a comrade 

and true helperïone to fight the battle of life with you and to be your true assistant, loyal 

to the core of her being to your interests as well
 as her own. 

Now, it is just as obligatory upon you to ñloveò your wife as it is upon her to ñobeyò 

her husband. I advise you both to be very delicate with each other
ïvery frank with each 
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The writer actually titled it as follows, beginning by quoting a sentence from an earlier letter to him: 

 

 

otherïvery true to each other, and remember that even Abraham, 
ñthe friend of God,ò heard 

such words as these from the Supreme Being ïñHearken unto Sarah thy wife,ò or, as it is 

in the Scriptures, ñHearken unto her voice,ò Genesis 21:12. 

This was one of the most important acts Abraham ever had to do
ïthe separation from 

Ishmael, his own boy. The wife was right. God sanctioned the feelings of the wife as being 

right, and God Himself directed Abraham to carry out her suggestions.
 

Now, if she is to be a ñdaughter of Sarah,ò giving ñreverenceò to her husband and 

recognizing him as her God-appointed ñlordò on earth, then you must likewise be the son of 

Abraham and be watchful; for there will be times, and perhaps many times, when God 

Himself will direct you to ñhearkenò to your wifeé. I have learned to listen. I advise you 

to do the same. 

[From another letter to the same couple:] I would advise you to be loving with your wife 

and your wife to be loving towards her husband inasmuch as you are 
ñheirs together of the 

grace of life.ò You have no right to disregard her feelings, provided they are in her heart in 

the interest of your home, and she has no right to attempt to wear [the pants]; to act in a 

mannish way, for that is ñan abominationò to God. She has a perfect right to frankly express 

her feelings, and you have a perfect right to consider those feelings, as expressed by her 

honestly and seriously before the God of you both; and then you are responsible to kneel down 

humbly and pray to God for ñlight,ò for ñilluminationò as to what is the course to pursue. Not 

your ñcounsel,ò nor her ñcourse,ò but Godôs ñcourseò for you both. 

of God. 

The second result will be the friendship with the 

Almighty. ñThe King will be his friend.ò That brings us 

back to where we started. ñBlessed are the pure in 

heart, for they shall see God.ò Not only see Him, but 

marry Him, live heart to heart with Him, and 

nevermore be separated. 

ñAnd I saw, and behold the Lamb standing on the 

mount Zion, and with Him a hundred and forty and 

four thousand, having His name, and the name of His 

Father, written on their foreheads [the marriage bond]

é These are they that were not defiled with women; 

for they are virginsé They are without 

blemishò (Revelation 14:1-5). 

Why fight for purity of heart? Not merely to make 

for less delinquency and more stable homes. Those are 

but by-products, though good ones. No, the main object 

is that men may ñsee God,ò and having seen Him, 

marry Him, and having married Him, join Him in the 

first real productive living that human beings have ever 

known. 

Adamôs race has sought out many alternatives to 

Godôs plan. They havenôt yet begun to live. They are 

still consumed with the search for life. Perhaps the 

great Breakthrough for all the race may come in our 

own lifetime. The pure in heart will be ready for it. Z 

 
ðTeacher, Pastor, and wise father, Frank Murray 

edited The Standard, predecessor of Times of Restoration, 
for many years. The above words were first published under 
the title, ñPlain Talk About Purity.ò 

(ñRaising Pure-Hearted Families,ò Continued from page 13) 

These tender admonitions are a wonderful window into the soul of the writer. Happy the couple who 

puts them into practice today! Z 



22  TIMES OF RESTORATION    \   JANUARY/FEBRUARY  2010 

A major element of Scripture consists of storiesñ historical events recounted in more or less detail. 

Sometimes the Bibleõs imagery is vivid, but sometimes there are gaps. What would it be like to try filling the 

gaps? By re-telling these stories with the objective that any chosen incident must include everything the 

Bible includes about it, but that you can add anything extra that occurs to your own imagination, you might 

come up with true drama. 

When students of Fairwood Bible Institute were assigned to write such stories, the results were so 

imaginative we decided to share some of them with our readers. 

ABNER AND ASAHEL 

M y lord Abner, theyôre coming!ò 

At the warning cry, I seized my spear and 

stepped from the battle tent. We were camped not far 

from Gibeon, and I expected Davidôs army at any 

moment. This would be the day when Israelôs future 

would be decided. Either we Benjaminites would win 

and Ish-boshethôs throne would be secured, or David 

and his army would win and take over the rule of the 

country. My men were ready for the fight. They were 

loyal to their king and to their commander, and 

morale was high. I looked forward to the contest with 

cautious optimism. 

ñMy lord, Joab and the servants of David have 

come to the pool at Gibeon and are waiting for us 

there.ò I looked at my young armor-bearer, Gareb, as 

he spoke. He was trembling with excitement, a glint 

of impatient enthusiasm in his eyes. This would be his 

first battle, and he anticipated it with the naïve 

eagerness of a boy who has never seen death. I smiled 

at him. 

ñThank you, Gareb. Let us go to meet them.ò I 

turned to Ishra, a sour-faced, seasoned veteran who 

served as my second in command. He had followed 

Saul in pursuit of David in the wilderness, and both 

his loyalty to Saul and his dislike for David were 

passionate. I didnôt like him much personally, myself, 

but he was a strong warrior and a valuable leader 

nonetheless. ñPrepare the men for battle,ò I said. ñWe 

move out for the pool in five minutes.ò 

Ishra bowed his assent, turned, and strode through 

the camp barking orders. It was time. 

Crossing the several rocky hills that separated our 

camp from Gibeon, we came up the slope toward the 

great pool where Joab and his men were waiting. 

Most of them had sat down, some by the edge of the 

water and some under the shade of the oaks growing 

around the pool and its abnormally abundant water 

supply. In front and slightly to one side of the rest of 

his group, Joab paced expectantly. When he saw us, 

he stopped and waited. 

I led the men to the edge of the pool, and Ishra 

ordered them to be seated. If the men of Judah would 

rest themselves before the battle, so would we. Thus 

the two armies faced each other, each seated on the 

ground and watchingðrelaxed in body, but not in 

mind. The lazy afternoon sunshine and the warm 

breeze that rustled the leaves above us were not quite 

sufficient to dispel the feeling that hung in the airð

 by Aaron Sandford 
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The tragic battle and footrace that turned 
the tide for David the King 

ò 



JANUARY/FEBRUARY  2010    \    TIMES OF RESTORATION  23 

tension, a sense of impending slaughter, glorious 

victory for one side and humiliating defeat for the 

other, kingship for one, and probably death for the 

man who opposed him. 

ñGreetings, Abner, son of Ner!ò Joabôs clear 

voice rang out across the water. 

ñGreetings, Joab, son of Zeruiah! I am sorry we 

do not meet in peace.ò 

Joab bowed in reply. ñMay God bless with victory 

whomever He wishes to bless.ò 

Suddenly, with a startling and incongruous laugh, 

a young man leapt up from among Joabôs men. I 

quickly recognized him: Joabôs brother Asahel. ñMay 

God bless whomever He wishes?ò he cried. ñNay! 

May God bless us, as Iôm sure He will. Better yet, 

may God bless neither us nor them, for even without 

divine interference our victory is sure.ò 

I was angered by this insult. Asahel was a nice 

enough young man at times, but like his brothers, he 

was headstrong and proud. It was true that he was a 

mighty warrior, and his skill as a runner could be 

matched by no man in either armyðas he well knew. 

But his comments were tasteless and haughty, and I 

had no patience for them. 

ñYou speak as a fool, Asahel,ò I said icily, ñand 

your words have no place on the tongue of an 

honorable man. Nevertheless, your challenge has not 

gone unheard. Joab,ò I continued, turning to the elder 

brother, ñI propose a contest to see whose men really 

need Godôs blessing more. Let the young men arise 

and compete before us. Send twelve of your warriors 

over, and any twelve of mine will fight them and 

show what the men of Abner are made of.ò 

ñLet them arise.ò Joabôs answer was equally cold. 

ñAnd today the men of David and of Joab will prove 

themselves.ò Turning, he called out the names of 

twelve men, young enough to fight with strength and 

zeal but old enough to know what a battle was like. 

With steely purpose, they began to make their way 

around the edge of the pool. They were certainly a 

formidable band. Asahel had spoken rashly and 

foolishly, but his pride in his fellows was not entirely 

ill -founded. 

ñIshra. Twelve who can match them,ò I said 

quietly, and he immediately began to choose from 

among our best fighters. ñAnub son of Eshton, Ishbah 

son of Jered, Hammueléò 

ñFather!ò 

The unexpected word startled me, and I turned to 

see Joash, Ishraôs eldest son run up to him. He was a 

young soldier, probably nineteen or twenty, but he 

was a zealous warrior and a good man. His father had 

trained him well in the art of warfare, and he had 

already made a name for himself on the battlefield. 

ñFather, I request permission to represent my 

army in this contest!ò he cried. 

Ishra hesitated. Joash was, after all, his eldest son, 

and he didnôt want to lose him. The competition 

would be perilousðvery perilous. But one look at his 

sonôs brave, determined face, and another at the 

mocking faces of the men across the pool, and his 

pride convinced him. 

ñGo, Joash, and fight well.ò 

The rest were quickly selected, and space was 

cleared for the fight. The twenty-four faced each 

other, every one of them a picture of strength and 

courage. It was a shame that some of these young men 

were about to die. I began to sigh, but catching 

myself, brushed off my feelings of pity and regret. 

Sentimentality makes being an effective commander 

difficult. 

My eyes met those of my adversary, and in 

silence Joab returned the gaze. Together we nodded. 

The order was given. With a loud cry, twenty-four 

men rushed at each other, swords unsheathed and held 

high. A great shout went up from the spectatorsðthen 

all was silent but for the sound of stamping feet, harsh 

breathing, metal against armor, the groans of 

wounded menðand the death rattle in twenty-four 

throats. The contest was over in a shockingly short 

time. With perfect technique, each of the adversaries 

had caught his opponent by the head and thrust his 

sword through his side, so that together they all fell, 

slain in a matter of moments.  

Garebôs face caught my eye. The poor boy was 

white as a sheet, and his eyes were fixed in horror on 

the pile of corpses before us. ñYou said we would see 

who needed Godôs help more.ò He spoke in a low 

voice, scarcely above a whisper, but his voice was 

steady. ñWell, I guess we both need Him equally.ò 

Suddenly, a heart-wrenching cry broke the 

(Continued on page 27) 
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by Katherine Holscher, Hobart, New York 

S 
itting in my living room as I write this, the 

day before Christmas Eve, Iôm listening to 

the very loud laughter of young children as they deco-

rate Christmas cookies. There is a sense of joy sur-

rounding us, a sense of expectation because the long 

awaited Christmas day is nearly here. I love the 

Christmas season because of this, when the joy that 

we have been given every day is recognized and cele-

brated. By the time this article is read, of course, 

Christmas will have come and gone and the wishes of 

ñjoy and peaceò with it. The hum-drum of work and 

school will return, and the joy so prevalent at this time 

of year slowly seems to fade. 

But it doesnôt need to! Through this past year Iôve 

found so many different 

ways that joy comes into our 

lives. Through the ups and 

downs of what has come 

into my daily life, God has 

been reminding me of His 

promise of Joy, and the fact 

that even when it doesnôt appear to be seen or felt, it 

is present. 

The first promise came at the beginning of the 

school year, at a time when I felt a lot of apprehension 

and fear at what loomed ahead. I was afraid of not 

being able to complete what I had begun, and of not 

being able to juggle all the things that seemed to be 

thrown at me at once. I felt very little joy at the time 

and wondered how God was going to get me though 

to the other end. 

But He had promised. In Nehemiah 8, the author 

wrote of a time when the law was read to the Israel-

ites, and they understood that they were sinners. This 

realization caused great weeping and lamenting until 

Nehemiah made the people aware of the promise 

of God. He told them, ñGo your way, eat the fat, and 

drink the sweet, and send portions unto them for whom 

nothing is prepared: for this day is holy unto our Lord: 

neither be ye sorry;  for the joy of the Lord is your 

strength.ò Through this passage I felt that His promise 

to me was this: 

Through the strength that He gives, there is joy. I 

did not have to fear the unknown; I only needed to 

trust in His strength, not my ownï and from that, revel 

in the joy that everything would fall into place just as 

He deemed fit. 

There is joy because He is our defender. This was 

another promise that met a specific need for me. As 

one of the few Christians on a very secular state cam-

pus, I often felt very much alone in both my beliefs 

and the way I lived my life. At first I thought Iôd have 

to get used to the feeling of 

vulnerability that crept in, 

but after awhile I began to 

realize that there was no 

reason to just accept the 

feeling. As a child of God, I 

had a right to be bold! 

Reading through the Psalms, I found that I was not 

alone; David had fled from the attacks of his enemies, 

but every time he had put his trust in the mighty De-

fender. ñBut let all those that put their trust in thee 

rejoice: let them ever shout for joy, because thou de-

fendest them: let them also that love thy name be joy-

ful  in theeò (5:11). 

ñThe young lions do lack, and suffer hunger: but 

they that seek the Lord shall not want any good 

thingò (Psalms 34:10). This is a huge promise and one 

that I trusted in over and over again. During this past 

winter I found myself in a rather tight spot financially. 

All at once there was a small mountain of bills that I 

had not planned on, and nothing in the bank to pay 

them with. At first I had the urge to panic, but at the 

same time I felt challenged to trust God to provide in 

an unexpected way. And He did! He provided through 

Promises of Joy 
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A student finds stability in the promises of God. 

Through the strength that  

He gives, there is joy. 


