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. NotFear

In these times, people of all walks of life not only need, but crave stability.
Perhaps the young or the unaware donobt
fimodern timeso are as unstable and i nse

In response, we affirm that the Kking
in these days of horrible tidings our
We must face reality, of course. But there is always a Greater Reality than that
which enemy propaganda is even aware of. God alone is great: so we can
properly ifceaseod being frightened or
Mlehovah aloned is our Rock of hope.

But what about?

Never mind all that. It is not important.

What is important is the sovereignty of our God, the Creator and Savior of
the world. His throne is unshaken, and His purposes can never be altered.
Remember, the Antichrist, despite his apparent success at world dominion, will be slain by the Presence of Jesus.
And even Satan will one day be bound by a single angel and imprisoned so thoroughly and finally that people all
over the world wildl | tbist kh ea mth ns awh ot anatdlee mshesl veeas ,t hfi It s
17).

Jesus alone is the right object of our veneration and worship. We will not bow down at the altar of the news
media and its flooof dirty water pouring out in relentless sound bytes.

Qur trust in these pages is that our hearts wild l
Faith, Not Fear! Below, a man of prayer shares his convictions on these matters, and later, a busy home
schooling mother urges faith on a very immediate and personal level.

T Editor

Cease ye from man

by Robert E. Adams, Jerusalem, Israel

this is the time to side emphatically with god
Against enemies within and without
E HUMANS HAVE A TENDENCY to 1t he great and terrible day

misunderstand God, and often (it seemsheed to take Him seriously, it is right now, because as
deliberately. We make Him into the kind of God wel see it, that Day is right around the corner. After

would like Him to be, not what He really is. Anddescri bing it, God gives thi
more and more in this angaen. owd tjbsstvedypngobod a&kev iHd an
seriously. Therebs | itt lawidmajouteuble.ear of God. I n | sa
God warns wus that He i s Theré arggmany @aread i@ avhich wei neeld to oease 6 s

pride and his rebellious ways. He is about to také&om man.

remedial action so drastic that they will cast aside Recently a godly young man
their idols of silver and gold and flee into caves anchever heard before. Describing the ministry he

under rocks to hide from the terror of Jehovah. F ecei ved from his chil dhood
believe this is a picture of the day of final judgmenthad t oo much grace. o0 iSurpr.i
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but | knew exactly what he was talking about. In onéVhether it is human thinking about abortion or
sense, of course, you cannot get too much grace, hatmorality, or the idea that all roads lead to God, we

this is not what he meant. His church emphasizedtreu st fCease from man. 0

grace of God so much that he was actually living like ~ When it comes to theology, we have an amazing

a pagan, and nobody saitdenareyntclying adboweth i ntoldibts
wonder he didnot c o mp | every Hifficultrfon usrto umderstand thatf God is sb big n |
spent several years in Israel being discipled by that He can deal with the human race and still get His

god is so big that he can deal with the
human race and still get his will done, at the
same time allowing us to have
genuine free choice

. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|

mature man of God. When he had lived in sin anavill done, at the same time allowing us to have
called himself a Christian, nobody took him to taskgenuine free choice. The Bible says that people are

for it, but when he came home and pointed out thpredestined and things are foreordained, yet God gave
clear teaching of Scr i avidrtleee cholres tand told aHis Gpsoplepthreugh f o
Israel, he practically got thrown out of the churchd o s h@haosey Gu t hi s day whom vy

iCease ye from man! o Never mind the arguments: 7
This is just one example of how easy it is for all Then there is the agdd problem with grace

of us to get a distorted view of God and Hiswaysthat er sus wor ks. Wedre saved

turns into a distorted practice of religion. Twistedj ud g e d on our wor ks. I n f

views always cause problems. Sometimes they leadwi t hout wor ks is dead. 0 The

catastrophic results in individual lives, in groups, or ingoodness and the severity of God. And on and on it
nations. An extreme example might be the experienagoes. Even as Christians we often reside in a ditch on
of the German nation during World War Il. As | one side of the road and shoot at believers in the ditch
understand it, about 90% of the people went to churabn the other side, instead of joining our amazing God
every Sunday throughout the war. One churclin the middlé a God who made many theological
happened to be situated near a rail line, close enougbins with two sides to them: both sides are necessary
to hear the cries of Jewish prisoners being taken to tlie make them real coins. A God of love, who loves us
camps. The sound was disturbing to the service, ssnough to spank tiand to send His only Son to die in

they simply called for erdar osaye usinoeielltWeameed to eease from thene .
easy for me to see how tehdeseto tisk favodte Bibte overdesito shaop goemn ;
still happening today. dherrparts dfehe boakb a moré commoniysmplgd o n ¢
see it with our own ey e smbrawe, practce, dnd trunpet tkenpartg ofvitie &/ord t o
about it or we feel w é¢hat ava hké br rethie toaamd igriore mther egbalyu t
because itdéds not iin our impatanipart.i ct i on, or we bl ame
the government.

Goddés perspective on tCeasingfrom worldliness thos
who are being taken away to death; hold back those
who are stumbling to the slaughter. If you say, " Cease ye from man. 0 I n

Behol d, we did not knopwht hse, 6 Gadd e makieod iHe oMheoar
weighs the heart perceive it? Does not He who keegwide, one of the main underlying problems in all
watch over your soul know it, and will He not repayhuman endeavor. Consciously or unconsciously, we

ma n according to hi sl2 wactak iPvwe kngwhettertharr Goc 24: 11

ESV) . Heds calling us noSomeé bavebnmde tthe ksadnobservatiorwthdt the t F
worl dés view of things, nlodetn Amerxadnechuch sgerenally falaws aheg | y
Him, regardless of how politically incorrect it may be.surrounding culture, only a few years later, and with a
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poor i mitation. But t h e agairstnthe domedof theoworlid S ¢oagst eseyious dbouu | d
be a warning against what may be the ultimat®ur Christian walk. We must truly get to know the
expression of rebellion against God: to adopt and liv&pirit of God by intimate daily fellowship with and

out an alternative culture that the Bible calle obedience to Him, regularly feed on and obey the
world. It may be one of our most overlooked areas o&ntire Word of God, fellowship with genuine men and

danger . For one thing, iwvamérs of @od, famdilive wdr tivestbasedde WwhiatrHe , al
another, we have to | i vlevesfandrhates,tndt the lavesanddhatea of the wothde  t i
without being fAofo it. We Imust IstaGQod devefop ia ms/ suchea réal and e s

wor |l d, the | ove of t h e \okkihghtreigt in Hie insteadt of nman, thdt when they T hi s
how incredibly dangerous it is to have a wrongcome some day and give us the ultimatum of taking
attitude towards the world. the mark or starving (an ultimatum which may have

We sometimes definthe worldas the expression been prepared for so gradually that it might not seem
of current culture. One indicator of being caught up ifike an ultimatum), we will laugh at the absurdity and
the culture may be how offended we are if anybodh or r or of going that route.
suggests that some of our lifestyle choices might he
worldly. How stupid we think they are when they sajEHOVAH ALONE IS EXALTED
that our choice of movies, music, free time activities,
associates, clothes, and possibly even our choice of | n t he mi dst of Godo6s des
political candidates may indicate that we are caughgvil in the earth, is inserted this wonderful phrase:
up in the thinking of the world. fiJehovah alone shall be exalted in

If we have been offended in a t hat day. 06 Now wedre
of these areas it might be worth tak good part. If we are -currently
a look to see if we need to cease fr_ /& %" exalting Jehovah alone, | have no
man. The day is very close when =~ 4 , L= doubt that we will be immune to the
world is going to require that we ¢ a8 L " results of His judgment. Not that we
along with thei:] willl be unagfected if we are on earth
more than laughed at. When that ¢ 7 '8 at that time, but we will be exempted
comesi and to a certain extent it & _ from the final terrible consequences.
already heré the consequences of tgs I n fact, exalting A .
love of the world may come im every day, in every way, can only
sharper focus, oresult @ rewery kind of eternal good
different from what it always heéb in our personal lives, our families,

been: enmity wi  andyoer relationship with God.
from man! o g Several months ago | had a literal
As a pastor, | feel deep Damascus road event, one of the

concerned about this subject. Whe
was younger | used to wonder h
people would ever take the mark
the beast, when the Bible has
terrible consequences written out =

most profoundly positive, powerful,

outlookc hangi ng experien
had in a long time. As | was doing

errands one day here in Jerusalem, |
observed a young man steal a cell

bl ack and white * i phohel. kmod that people steal stuff
. nside Damascus Gat . .
longer, | understand how easy it is®id Photo Courtesy of Craig Sandforc ~ @ll the time, but to see such terrible
be pushed along by the fear of man, by selfishness acted out right in front of
the subtle desires and comfort of the flesh and theny eyes was very depressing. | happened to be
pride of |1ife that does hedding toa@ands the Daméseus Gateodistgidh of the | |

those around us. Then there is the momentum thatld City through a dirty, untidy area, full of many

comes from everyone else doing it, including many ohardfaced people. As | walked, | was wondering,

our Christian friends. Of course, there always are a8How can the love and the power of Jesus ever get

few voices in the wilderness who actually think therecr oss to these people?0 Lo

might be something wrong with watching that movie,not see the courage or ability to do anything about it.

or wearing that tight and revealing topj you fill in At that very moment | had a visitation, or

the blank. epi phany, as real as anythi
The only way we can win out in this tricky battle Lord. It came in the form of an instant and
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i nexplicable change of dythings ieallgare. Wetlivie 1 a phgsical tempararyc o n

how completely and unexpectedly my gloomyrealm that is overlaid by the spiritual. Our peace, our

negative thoughts were replaced with a sense of theatisfaction, our victory, our success, our fulfilling of

irresistible resurrection power of Jesus Christ. Whap ur pose comes as we ficease
. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|

my gloomy negative thoughts were
replaced with a sense of the irresistible
resurrection power of jesus christ

an instant before had seemed a hopeless problemnébw om our own, t he worl doés,
had an inevitable solution. | was so completely anthink, live, and walk in this physical realm according
instantly filled with the wonder of His resurrectiont o t he real i ties of the Cr
power that | just wanted to tell somebody. | felt likeThe reality is that God is so great that even as He
laughing with joy. all ows t he devi | S0 mu ¢ h
Perhaps youdl |l r e me mb ectually only pad df \His planitcesallawghe ¢nenmmy gol e :
iISome day youol |l own Ge n eonsalidate, hig rebelidquscférced im arderdo be énally n j e

into our minds the inevitability of buying General and forever destroyed.

tires. That is the way | felt: Some day, one way or The Temple Mount as we understand it is actually
another, those people will meet Jesus. It is absolutetyn a threshing floor. And God is using the devil to

inevitable. He will get Himself across to them andbring the world against Jerusalem, where the people
give them a chance, every one of them. In an instamill be threshed, the good grain harvested, the stalks

everything was okay. | aneé ahafe sbparbtedoamd gottem hHdsof foravernWe n g
He wi || help me to do myopaéatt nwelear e ol 6bme niempreeas sasd
channel , but it os Hi s jsocbess, bécausetit Is writtem thak thihngs wosld go thie |,

thought of His resurrection power has helped me ovevay. Neither should we be fearful or worried about
and over in dealing with different problems: difficult, the grain being harvested, and His kingdom being
tenacious, impossible, insurmountable problemdully established.
What can stand before His resurrection power? For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given;
Mlehovah al one will be e andthé goderninamt shalt leetupod Hiy shaulder: and
I had another experience that emphasized thes¢éis name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor,
facts to me. | was up on the Temple Mount one daylighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of
mindful of the fact that the Bible repeatedly declaredhe increase of His government and of peace there
this spot to be special to God, and wondering how Hshall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon
was going to reclaim it from the present desecratiorhis kingdom, to establish it, and to uphold it with
Suddenly | had a sensing of the irresistibility of Godjustice and with righteousness from henceforth even
ltds hard to descri be wlonaverwheszeat af dehavaheidhostsowill peform b u |
came across as a feeling that underneath thhis (Isaiah 9:67 ASV).
pavement, and the buildings that are dedicated to the This tells us where the government already is.

glory of other gods, it WMdy eGad & £ atdg/ r rsietear yt,h aan dG oc
stuff on top was | i ke wal that was needrd td sauvektlie svorld. &Coukt.on Eis e
inevitably, it will simply slide off, and His glory, z e a | to finish the job: i Jd

which was there all along, will be revealed again. f n t h&t day. 0

understood that He is so great that in one sense, all iFormer pastor, Bible School teacher, seffiployed

that stuff on His holy @ﬁ@if@c‘@rt.r% jair SUHGF]ES.QfItqu etepily wusks, c”{l'id. bo
Him. He is there: He i sno%goPRiaes by grgstandicmmenipdyine “a)
wi || be exalted in that (dawi @h 62), an occupation he

In this mystical but true realm that we operate inf’”V“eg‘? of my lifetime up to date. Living in Jerusalem
nteracting with people from all over the world and daily

He is continually, in all kinds of ways, seeking to helpcoming to God on behalf of His city and the fulfilment of
us get the correct perspective and understanding of thés Wordisaworllc hangi ng privilege. o
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peace in the storm

by Linda Holscher, Hobart, New Yc¢

god & sovereignty
extends to the inner
storms of life, but our
choices are important

ANY OF US ARE FAMILIAR with the circumstances, other people, and wicked agendas, do
adage, NAHe happened notdictatkeourwebbeinghe ri ght pl ace
at t he right ti me, 0 r e f eHoweven, gsométimes & cermD tha ouw bamal by
chance acquires good fortune. Thankfully, wehuman condition takes perverse delight in a little bad
Christians know that ournewsinevw sand dilem 6Possiblya it dreakso upothee r a t
such a haphazard manner; rather, as we follow oumonotony of life with a kind of warped excitement.
heavenly Fatherds i nstr My bbseovation issmased an the fact thad pesplertadkd  t |

We seem to be witnessing an onslaught of
destruction in Christian families, and |
often wonder if perhaps just a few of God &
precepts have been neglected

TC IS GIVINETy CITECUNG OUr Steps. LT SCCUNTy ISmUCT Tonger SpoUT pag events man apout 0ood ones.
based on the truth of Glohdubss iWo& sd, marod icr@aorfilesla n tOutr h
obedience in these uncertain times, as world andndi vi dual s, to cease magnif
national events seem to be spinning out of controlVe mu st choose t o meditate
includes an assurance that there is a sovereign desigstead. He promises to nullify the counsel of the

to it all. Psal m 119: 16 bhatignauandsto frustratetthe plans ofvtheypeopldi Th os e
love Thy law have great peace, and nothing causes Another way of looking at this is to note that our
them to stumble. 6 What alility t® pemain peaceful irathedmidst of rtudneit i§ u |
promise! The Psalmist testified to having real inwardlependent on our responses to daily trials. Again, in

peace, despite his afflictions. And we who also lovd®s al m 11 9: ALet Thy hands be

Goddés | aw can experiencehatviei sclpeser dhywedrlefldpt s. o
Peace is often quickly forfeited when we receivespiritual principle in this verse that we should apply to

information we dondt wa ourwalkof faithe ar . Among our |l ong

[ i st of concerns, we of t éowefregudarly ask Gad for Hig provisianofthelp k n o

what to do, or how t o das we experiemge the chalenges gandt tests tof ligd n e

will suffer injury. Fear comes in response toRecently, | have made a more conscious effort to ask
somet hing we canét c ont rGodr repeatdiytthrough the day fprihap andawtisdomh i s
that we must consciously turn our attention to outo navigate it successfully. | have been hastening to

sovereign God and His unchanging Word. Our (Continued on pag#s)
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IOVE ADOPTION

by Vangie McCormick, Munsonville, New Hampshire

Theras more than one way to show
Gods love

that she was unable to function properly. His death
also gave the young girls a feeling of being deserted
and rejected once again. The daughter that we met has
ron diven me permission to use her real first name in
mccormick  telling her story.
Photo Coﬁrt‘e"s'l,yof When Holly came to our home, she was pleasant
vangie but a little aloof. We worked hard to make her feel
Mocormiek \welcome. It seemed like the harder we tried, the more
she Aacted out. o This was
ing my husband and | took time to discuss the situa-
CCORDING TO THE DICTIONARY tion. Was it worth our while to keep doing things for
fadopt 0 means A1l. t o thisha weeeemeaddo bk rewanding usmwithodisra-

o)

certain relationship, a spect and ao obmoxricudastitude2Wre hdd tosh ouk gvn 2
take into onebds own f amiddughterb in alhaugedite amdrmissed thaem tarnbly. r :
as oneds own child. o |t Whiyvesmerream 6de fwieniatbhiloen toof drhae
il ove adopt, o6 for it d otleissabused child? Maycwagyshe fighting s so A paru ¢ h

relationship or process. So what do | mean by lovef me wanted to tell her she could leave, but another
adoption? From my own personal experience | can teflart of me wanted to hold her in my arms and love
you it is the state in which one loves and treather. When my husband wondered aloud what we
another as oneods own ¢ should do, | mrmarkédahattif she weere bun gyvn dauglg a |
action. The act of legal adoption, though hopefullyt e r , we woul dnot turn our
spawned by love, is bound by a bevy of regulationsnisbehaved. He agreed, so we persisted in loving and
and laws and is a very expensive procedure. Lovearing for Holly, and this eventually proved to be
adopting, on the other hand, is controlled by the ethiasght and effective. Finally her guard came down and
of a sincere, affectionate heart, and its only cost is thghe interacted with us as a member of our family.
unselfish giving of oneself for another. A few years later, Holly asked us why we kept her

My husband and | had the good fortune ofwhen she acted so badly. Of course we had our own
meeting a teeage girl who was removed from her questions: why had she fought our attempts to make
home because of the abuse inflicted on her and hker feel welcomed and loved? As we talked together,
sister by their biological mother. That woman fellwe realized that she had gone through so much
apart emotionally when her husband left her, and toolejection and awful disappointment from the- let
her aggressions out on her young daughters. Latersteo wns i n her | ife, that sh
met a man who cared about her and was very good émough to hurt her, for fear of yet more rejection,
both her and her little girls. The home became ahich she believed would inevitably happen. We have
happy place for all. Unfortunately this man died frombecome closer and closer over the years. She is now a
an accidental gunshot wound that threw the distraugligrown woman who still keeps in touch with us and
mother further into her psychological dilemma sucts t i | | affectionately calls
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We di dnot that He might ded=em them that were under the law,
finances to adopt Holly t hat we mi ght receive the a
legally, but we told her no longer a bondservant, but a son; and if a son, then

t hat s he warls heiove hrough God.d I n Jo
a d o pithatdvé would many as received Him, to them gave He the right to
always be there for her become children of God, even to them that believe on
asherMomandDadany Hi s name. 0 Then-182 Ceadsatf hial
time she needed orbe t heir God, and they shal
wanted us. The notes she wrote on her cards and trexeive you, and will be to you a Father, and ye shall

many letters she sent us over the years were more tha@ to me sons and daughters, saith the Lord
payment in full for any favors we did for her. TheyAl mi ght y. o

are still, and always will be, among our most prized To me this confirms that | am a loaglopted

possessions. She i s al wdaygkter gf cGod) pecause | laee believed ofi His | | vy
Girl .o After all, she haSsonbdesc onneemea gmad th aove oaicc d @tme
our loveadopted daughter. paid the ultimate pridghe greatest act of truly giving

But the greatest love adoption ever is the onef oneself! I, too, have been love adopt&d.

written of in the Bible. It is a love adoption available . . ¢ aivina behind h
R | eqr Nu | years Ot giving benin er,

to each of us. In Galatians 474 P a u | say SVang'itﬁ ﬁ%& a/ith ggcﬁ\?lhlgr husband of 50 years, and at-

forth his Son, born of a woman, born under the lawtends Fairwood Bible Chapel.

%ADING ISAIAH 55 RECENTLY, | found a new trutl
pening up to me. It begins with wédhown language:

fiHo everyone that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, ar
that hath no money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, bu
and milk without money and without price. Wherefore dr
spend money for that which is not bread? and your labor for that
which satisfieth not? Hearken diligently unto me, and eat that which is good, ayalitetoul delight itself in
fatness. o

Then in Matthew 5:6, we read more on this theme, with another promise:

iBl essed are they that hunger and thirst after rig

Thinking it over, | realized that we need to eat and drink Christ Jesus Himself in order to be filled and
nourished for i fe. The Lordébés Supper hel ps much a
picture.

Satan has many ways to distract us from our heavenly meal. This kind of nourishment should be a regular
part of our lives; it can be affected positively by our reading the Word, and either positively or negatively by
talking to others and especially by what we watch and listen to. We can be diverted by practically anything we
see in this wild world around us, but we can choose where we look, and then go on to eat and drink of only Him.

fifaste of Me, 0 the Lord tells wus. As we do thi s, \
Most High God. Oh, it we wil/l only take our God #do
taste and learn more about Him! We can never learn it all, but why stop seeking for all we can get and see about
our God!Z

T William Relation, Palestine, Texas
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The Monadnock Beacon

| NTRODUCI NG

he new school year is well into its

second semester, and we take this
opportunity to introduce the Second Year
Clasg three young women of faith who have
already pursued a straight path toward the
Cel esti al City. |l t6s a
have a lot of potential, and God is doing a
deep work in their lives.
Included below are personal testimonies
from each, based chiefly on highlight lessons
from classes.

Heidi Bean

Leeds, Maine

A t the start of second semester, we took a class on Creation vs. Ev(
It was designed around a lot of interesting video presentations w
really enjoyed.
One in particular was called fAThe
tronomy or earth science when | was younger, but this video really drew my at
as it focused on how unique our planet is. The fact that it is the only habitabl
known to man is amazing. The speaker listed various facts about the earth thg
it able to provide a habitat for life. But if you took any one of those factors :
changed them a tiny bit, we would cease to exist. We would have never been here in the first place

Let me make this a little more clear. If this earth were to change in size just a fraction, or be slightly closer to
or farther from the sun, or in a different part of our univiefsany of these factors were changed slightly, you
and | would not be here today. The fact we have liquid water to provide a living environment is amazing in it-
self.

The video concluded that in order for this earth to have all the exact features for a habitable planet, there
must have been a purpose...a design. Therebds no wa
produce a truly rare and unique habitable planet
words...there had to be a Creator.

| really liked this class because it showed me how real and powerful our God is. Heveadhing We
are constantly discovering how He designed everything around us, including ourselves, so uniquely and perfect-
ly that there is no question that this was something more than a coincidence. And that, in itself, is amazing.
Praise the Lord!
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Mary Sutton

Gilboa, New York

his year has been really good so far, though there have been ma

things to get used to, such as having so many new (and won
students. It is great having all the first year class here, yet after a smaller cl
year , this has been one of the thi
it, for which | praise the Lord.

Last semester we began studying the life of Christ, a class which offerec |
things for blessing and encouragement. During it we were assigned to read Max
Luc adusthike Jesus One of his main points made an i mpressi
are...but refuses to leave you that way. He wants youjicsbkke Jesus 0

That is something that has really blessed me. We know that God loves us, but He loves us so much, He

wants to work in our hearts so that we can |live 1|iKk
More recent lessons have included all three classes. In January we spent two weeks studying the life of King
Davi d, especially noting the heart that he had for

God's own heart. o
I look forward to the wonderful blessings God has for me over the rest of this semester.

Amy Turner

.
McDonough, Georgia ‘

E arly in January we had a class that was pretty much amazing. | got s u
good things from it. .’ A
The first is, fASign on with God. ¥

and ités our choice whether we will d
waiting for us we candt even imagil *é I h a
lead, and then tfwllow where He leads.

Second, ADondt set | imits.o |Itds so incredibly ea:
us or i n us. |l tend not even to ask God for things
often have low expectations for a meeting, class, or work assignment. But setting limits only hurts me, because
God is a God of the impossible! Now itds a matter o
as far as | can with God, and pushing closer to Him for whatever He might have for me.

Next, I |l oved hearing about the Bridal Army of C

anything about the bride of Christ. The idea has been a rather vague concept in my head, not a solid
understanding. But after looking at several Scriptures which mention it and hearing so much about it in that
class, | feel | have a better understanding than ever before. More importantly | havéoamawaesire to be part
of it.

The picture of the Bridal Army | started getting
pure and beaut i f ul Twlingud go anywhgre, doocahythingotheir Ledder com@ands, and
made able to do any requiredtélsky t he bl ood of the Lamb. They are no
everything right, but normal, ordinary people, who because they signed on with God were made into His
likeness. Each is called to a task specially designed for them, and each one becomes perfectly suited to that task
through the hard things they had endured.

The Bridal Army is ordinary people, who have been changed in an extraordinary way. | can be a part of it,
just by picking up my sword and diving in, by staying engaged and focused on my Commander and never taking
my eyes off JesuZ
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jk Family Foundations
Raising
PureHearted Families

by Frank S. Murray
Continued from the previous issue

The following words are reprinted and edited froffhe Standard June, 1965. The so
called sexual revolution was in full swing at the time, and the moral fabric of the
country was in tatters. Sadly, it is far worse today, yet the following words offer wise
counsel i n raising pure and godly famil]|

Paul wrote the Romans (1: ¢
to be Jesus Christodina He
private rendezvous, and there talk to your heart of how
much you mean to Him, and what joys He has in store
for you.

ow we come to the age of trial and Never can | forget the Sunday when | felt led to

N temptatio® the teerage years whenalk aboutthe marriage of Jesus Christ to His bride, and
changes take place inside the body. This may incledad a 16year old boy coming into my study after the
some unaccountable times of depression when despair mon c¢crying out with deep
sweeps over the young spirit and vague longings pushat t al k! 0 T h e-upeemotionsnthat wo r
and contend within. cry, or rather released emotion that had been long pent

iNature, 06 as we say, uips ffivepahi ig@r t @Rr igstodwiing
youth for adulthood, including the biologichly middleaged degooders. It speaks an eternal truth,
responsibilities that go with it. But this is rarelgr Christ is forever young, eager, full of life and
meaningful to the boy or girl. All they know is that tleeeative power. He is the Darling of the Universe, if
bright sunny world of childhood has slipped awsych language be not irreverent, and the stormy gales of
somewhere, and for some reason the companionshigetig over some shallow pop star that sweep young
the opposite sex seems very important all of a sudd@eople today are merely the misplaced throbs that

God have mercy on the parent who loses tigbtly belong to Jesus only.
chance to help his child find comfort in Jesus Christ! Help them find Him. His love will quiet the uneasy
Sometimes little children have an experience sofges that make adolescent life so rocky; and it will
believing in the Lord; but nearly every time it nedusld the young man and woman inviolate until a pure
renewal if not complete rebirth after the twelfimd holy marriage becomes possible.

6. Let young love turn first to Jesus.

birthday. Let me impress it on the mind of every The emphasi s here is on t|
reader: the love of Jesus fills that longing, achim@ f i nd it in Scripture. i H
teenage heart better than any other love can do. Jesusns e | f | and the wicked one
was a teenager Hi msel f refitgmpnhéd iims &lol kpeoeipnttsm)es
drive our modern youth half wild, and He has justth@ ur sel ves from i dol s. o0 AKe
love and sympathy and energetic zest of living witlio d . ©

Himself that young folks crave. Christ does a pure work in us, but He expects us to
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cooperate with all diligence to preserve what He tres temptations that your worldly neighbor does. No

done. We cannot go where we please, see andweader! Satan has the neighbor already, but he is

what we please, associate with any and evarious that you have thus far escaped him. So he turns

companion that we please. We have to draw soaméhe power. Resist him. Scorn him. Disdain his traps.

lines. It takes vigor to get clean, it takes vigilance to One trap is to contrive a situation where you are

keep clean; but it takes nothing but carelessness téogetl aloné in a housea car, or a schoolroadnwith

dirty. someone of the opposite sex. Possibly there is no help

for it temporarily, but move out at the first

opportunity quietly, without fanfare. The Bible says

to Aflee youthful lusts, o0 no
Some people say, ANever f eec
For example, take carelessness about contact Matly completely silly! No one is strong on this subject,

the opposite sex. Paul states a universal truth whewhsn you practically dare the devil to attack you.

7. fiKeepyourself pured

says, ilt i s good for armamrermet 2180 26ot eh | a8 wemahat
because of fornications let each man have his own \mife,a r t i s a fool . 0 | f you ar
and | et each WO man h a siteatiorh &d carnoet rescapeursabilyg, gided God your

Corinthians 7:12). He knew what every man knows,hought s and tend strictly t
that physical contact leads to physical intimacy, sy any attention if people make fun of you.
that it has no legitimate expression except underRbemember, it is only the deceived and ignorant who
bonds of lawful marriage. laugh at such things.

That Scripture alone bars the door on the danc’ . .
dating, hayrides, and other exciting, borderl 8. When marrled, still keep clean.
amusements devised to encourage physical conte
harmless. It is not harmless, no matter how the r.......
may dodge and squirm. We may as well be honest, firsMarriage never made man or woman pure. One
as last. Which is more to be desired, a few minutesasinot let the bars down and indulge in flirtations or
illicit pleasure or a long eternity in the presenceladse talk just because a minister has said a few words
God head up, heart pure, eye clear and filled watid signed a papePurity makes for a true marriage,

Purity makes for a true marriage, but marriage daismake
for true purity.

pleasures at His right hand? but marriage doesnot tmake f
Parent s, as you | ove pritaf God ¢an dothate n dondét buckl e
t his standard. Donodt c o nTheredsmilogely verseiintthe boek of Proverissevith a n d

careless world, and have your children livetocursewdui ch t o c¢cl ose these thought
in after years. Be staunch now, though they may fréteatrt, and whose speech is gracious, will have the king
the restriction, and be sure they will bless yournamaas hi s friendo (22:11). Hear
long as they live when they see the seething madeveld and embraced. It should not be regarded as a
cracked and broken marriages all around them. Fiigagreeable state that we are supposed to achieve. A
the good fight now, and when marriage does comemiat who loves it will dwell on it, study it, pay the price
purity join purity and form a holy home. for it, andbeit under all circumstances.
Such homes are few enough, but only such producelhen two notable results will follow. First, his
the character that makes America proof against dogversation will be worth hearing. There will be
enemies. The young people who refuse worldyr aceo on his | i ps. He wi I |
pollution now will live to protect those who took rouestionable jokes; he will never talk coarsely about
such pains. divorcing his wife or swapping wives with another
Young ©peopl e, donét bnean. $lel wilp moti jainetidat stinking texdangt ttleud ofo n s .
Satan is doul fiend, and he will empty hell to pollutebald conversation that rises up like smog in the eyes
some pure boy or girl. You may go through ten times (Continued on paga1)
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What Shall We Read?

TWO MEN WHO SHAPED HISTORY....

Reviewed by Miriam Homer, Drumore, Pennsylvania

Have you ever noticed that the history that happened just before you were born (or became aware of cur-
rent events) is the history you know the least about? For me this was the Second World War, which ended jus!
three years before | was born. That put it near the end of my high school history Huksart which got cov-
ered quickly or not at all because we ran out of time! | certainly heard stories of how the war affected people |
knew, but | was an adult before | had any clear idea of its history.

| suspect that many people younger than myself have similar vague ideas about the cold war and other
events of fairly recent history. That is one reason that | recommend the two books in this review. The other rea-
son is that both are stories about Godoés <call to i
dom. Both books were best sellers in their time, and have gone through many reprints, so you will find other edi-
tions than the ones | cite below.

The firstisGo d 6 s S byuBgothér Andrew (New American Library, 1967). The young Dutchman
who became known as Brother Andrew grew up poor with few ambitions other than a desire for adventure. The
book tells how God captured his heart, and then called him to minister to Christians behind the Iron Curtain. He
certainly found adventur e, and he also found God?®oscs
suffering church in eastern Europe is an inspiring part of the story and a part of history that should not be forgot-
ten in our own uncertain times.

Almost ten years later, another best seller told the story of another unlikely convert. Charles (Chuck)
Colson had served in the Marines, and then gained a place of influence in the Nixon administration before the
events that came to be called fAWatergate. o As his
of a Christian businessman to consider seriously the claim of Christ on his life. A few months after accepting
Christ, Chuck Colson was in prison on Watergafated charges. His bodBprn Again (Revell, 1976), tells his
story through the prison experience and the first beginnings of the ministry that would become Prison Fellow-
ship.

Both Prison Fellowship and Open Doors (the ministry developed by Brother Andrew) have gone on to
affect thousands of lives. Both men have written other books that are worth reading, but | suggest that you star
with the ones mentioned here. You will learn a little more about events that helped to shape our current world.
You should also be convinced that God is able to call and use whomever He wishes.

0 Miriam works for MathU-See, a manipulative math learning program. Let her know of your own favor-
ites for possible mention in a future column.

...AND A WOMAN WHO MAY DO THE SAME

Reviewed by Timothy Murray

. Joining millions of others, 1 06ve just
Going Rogue: memoir emphasizing the authoros pol it
An American Life pression? She is the real thing. We could do with a lot more like her. And her gu-
Sarah Palin bernatorial record remains sterling. The former Governor of Alaska is a formida-

Harper Collins Publishers ' ple personality, whose gift of genuineness may yet make a significant mark in
413 pages, $28.99 national politics.
Coming away from the book, I coul dn
dl ers for John McCai nds -PresiEeniiadpeck dpealater mind.cSkhe hadaadot df e t
good, dowrto-earth things to say, but she was effectively muzzled by ancawgious staff. Had she been able
to speak unfettered, the message could have electrified voters from the heartland in potenticigngiog
numbers.
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But thatés past. The main impact for me | ay in wh
teamed up with malicious bloggers in a smear campaign that was truly outrageous. This is something with which
most Americans have no experience, but for her, it was a daily dose of lies and innuendoes, taking the form of
actual press attacks on her family and multiple charges of ethics violations as Governor, all of which were later
tossed out as unfounded. But the media gave-frageé coverage to the charges, managing to hide the exonera-
tions in the fine print. The point is that this fpo
but one of a long series of victifideaders whose instincts for godly principles are loathsome-talted pro-
gressive movers and shakers. They will stoop as low as it takes to bring such people down.

But Mrs. Palin did not take it passively. | was impressed with hedoamesiliency and more, with her faith
in God. Al do know damoergishea IGast 0Osemttemwced esn t hi
hands. I encourage readers to do what | did many ye
her family for Godés guidance and strength at wvario

Whatever her purpose in writing this book, it has served to clear up some innuendoes-anthsaliut
more, it has set the stage for her nextdteph ough she offers no hint of what
coming away with the impression that though she resigned as Governor in order to dry up the incessant attacks
from the opposition, her career in national politics is far from over.

This is a woman who deserves our prayers as she ponders theZuture.

(iPeace i n contineed Bompagd, o to be witnessing an onslaught of destruction in
remember, especially when overwhelmed, theChristian families, and | often wonder if perhaps just a
promi se that Ayou have rfoetw boefc aGekd syopr ac & ptthese hav &o
is eager to supply all we need, moment by moment,5r oken | i ves. James 4: 17 re
we only choose to ask Him in faith. Our natural marone who knows the right thing to do and fails to do it,
doesndt want to be so cfoonpl eitml yt depesdentd &GodGaado
this way, but doing so keeps us in a very safe andhether a person is totally unaware of one of His

secure place. commandments, or is simply choosing not to obey.

Just as we must ask God for His help inWe find that the consequences of deliberate
everything, we must a | s disobedremnce reselts Al dus stumbling, dosing towy way, | 6 v €
found that i f | negl ect anddindingbtatywe aré ho longer ofe@mtth@ undeptiee ¢ e f
then lose peace and the anointing that comes fromr ot ecti on of Godds grand de
being in the will of God. It was James Russell Lowell over a century ago

Not long ago, we had some personal and familwh o penned a poem call ed, A

pressures, and | found myself agitated, crabby, arfdllowing three lines are just as applicable today as

gl um. My two youngest s whesaheavotetham: r epeatedl vy, AiHoOw
cC ome youobr e not smil i ng, ThMangah? 0t hel cemuse dwfavevi l
looked pretty foreboding.) | was not only glum, butalone is strong,

often felt downright quarrelsome, and my husband And, albeit she wander outcast now, | see around
received the brunt of my agitation a number of timesher throng

As a mother of eight, | had instructed my children  Troops of beautiful, tall angels, to enshield her
numerous times not to quarrel. Oh yes, there wergom all wrong.

valid reasons for the tension | felt, and | tied to Goddés grand plan will triu
excuse myself for awhile, yet still 1 knew | wasis fierce, by holding fast to our Commander and
wr ong. Proverbs 20: 3 madarefglly obdying dis every comnhaad, we fwkl ¢akep i n g
away from strife is an honor for a man, but any foobour pl ace with Godimshe one o
wi || guarrel .o | wa s a cright place, at the righhtiene tc sed tleeqiotaryywdno f a f
but, praise the Lord, by confessing my sin | did not Mana ging a Iarghe home and educating her own
have to remain there. children, Llnda also shares the burdens of many friends

We must fdhate every f aqndsagqua\/vt%nff% (Psalm 119: 128)
not only in the world, but also in ourselvé¥e seem
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Our Nations' Christian Heritage

Is President Obama Correct:
America No Longer a Christian Nation?

by David Barton

¢
The U. S. Congress Affirms that il

America is a Christian Nation

Continued from a previous issue

&L
4 B i

Ay

permanence 0 \f;lll-_'_“' s. 0
HE LEGISLATIVE Ay e
BRANCH affirming America as a The Senate Judiciary éi’““' 'ﬁ"
Christian nation are abundant. For Committee: nWe are g X
example, in 1852853 when some not because the law demands .,'-m;'-.;,"-'bﬁﬁ‘ 1
citizens sought a complete not to gain exclusive benefitsort 4 54  f 4 :
secularization of the public square avoid legal disabilities, but from 9 ,.IJJ* “
and a cessation of all religious choice and education; and in ‘l.,: ‘----;'A~-.‘,<..;gé;t'.:ji
activities by the government, land thus universally Christiarl;s‘:'-i‘? ‘ o 4 /
Congress responded with what is to be expected, whe® 5.~ §F ¢ P :
unambiguous declarations aboutdesired, but that we shall pay ' O e
America as a Christian nation: due regard t% Cua Photo Courtesy of KMS
The House Judiciary The House o f national offences which have
Committee: iHad t h eRepesentativess , 1856, also provoked His righteous judgment,
during the Revolution, had adecl ar ed: A[ T] h eget gncoaraged iw ithis aday ol n d

suspicion of any attempt to war conservative element in our trouble by the assurances of His
against Christianity, that system is the belief of our people word to seek Him for succor
Revolution would have been in the pure doctrines and divine according toHis appointed way
strangled in its cradle. At the time truths of the Gospel of Jesusthrough Jesus Christthe Senate

of the adoption of the Constituton Chr i*st . 0 of the United States do hereby
and the amendments, the universal On March 3, 1863 while in the request the President of the United
sentiment was that Christianity midst of the Civil War, the U. S. States, by his proclamation, to
should be encouraged, not any oneSenate requested Presidentdesignate and set apart a day for
sect [denomination]. Any attempt Abr aham Lincol nnatoi ofm@désipgmytcde and
to level and discard all religion and set apart a day for national (emphasis added).

would have been viewed with pr ay er and R°u mi Presaléni dincoln quickly
universal indignation. . . . Inthis because: fi] S] i n compliedlwigh thabreduéstéand n g
age there can be no substitute forthat no people, however great inissued what today has become one
Christianity; that, in its general numbers and resources or howeverf the most famous and quoted
principles, is the great strong in the justice of their cause,pr ocl amat i ons i n
conservative element on which we can prosper without His favor; and hi st & y é .

must rely for the purity and at the same time deploring the
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From the Judicial Branch, support of 3 Hig i brutesaoce, ibye daryon law, or any
consider first some declarations of conclusion about America and other law except the moral law
prominent U. S. Supreme Court Christianity was straightforward: and those Christian principles

which are found in
32

The Judicial Brandhffirms that
: : ot : Justice David Brewer (1837
America is a Christian Nation 1910). appointed to the Court by
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEssssssssssssssmmmm—mn | '€Sident  Benjamin  Harrison,
Justices regarding America as a filn [our] republic, there would
Christian nation. seem to be a peculiar propriety in '
viewing the Christian religion as
Justice Joseph Story(1779  the great basis on which it must
1845)was appointed to the Court rest for its support and
by President James Madison.per man®nce. o
Story is considered the founder of
Justice John McLean (1785
1861) was appointed to the Court
by President Andrew Jackson.

McLean served in the U. S.

agreed. Brewer held several
judgeships in Kansas and served
on a federal circuit court before
his appointment to the Supreme
Court. Justice Brewer declared:
fiwe constantly speak of this
republic as a Christian natidgnin

F

Harvard Law School and authored
the threevolume classic fact, as the leading Christian
Commentaries on the Constitution P AR iy e T nation of®the worl d.
of the United State€l833). In his Brewer then chronicled the
34 years on the Court, Story Congress, as a judge on the Ohiotypes of descriptions applied to
authored opinions in 286 cases, ofSupreme Court, and then held nations:
which 269 were reported as the cabinet positions under two U. S. fiwe classify nations in
majority opinion or the opinion of Presidents. His view on the various ways: as, for instance, by
the Court 2 and his many importance of Christianity to their form of government. One is a
contributions to American law American government and its kingdom, another an empire, and
have caused him to be called ainstitutions was unambiguous: still another a republic. Also by
fiFather of American fiFor many years, my hope for race. Great Britain is an Anglo
Juri sprudence. 0 the perpetuity ofeour iSstitutiang Saxon nation, France a Gallio,
openly declared: has rested upon Bible morality and Germany a Teutonic, Russia a
fiOne of the beautiful boasts of the general dissemination of Slav. And still again by religion.
our municipal jurisprudence is that Christian principles. This is an One is a Mohammedan nation,
Christianity is a part of the element which did not exist in the others are heathen, and still others
Common Law. . . . There never ancient republics. It is a basis onare Christian nations. This
has been a period in which thewhich free governments may be republic is classified among the
Common Law did not recognize maintained through all time. . . . Christian nations of the world. It
Christianity as lying at its Free government is not a self was so formally declared by the
foundations. . . . | verily believe moving machine. . . . Our mission Supreme Court of the United
Christianity necessary to the of freedom is not carried out by (Continued on pag26)
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This World for Christ

"In Everything by Prayer"

Submitted by Therrill E. Morgan, Wesley Chapel, Florida

Worl|l dwi de persecution of Christians
seems the main area for it. Let -s Kk
Much of the following material comes from The Voice of the Martyrs Persecution anc

IRAQ INDONESIA
More Church Bombings in Mosul Militant Muslims Destroy Church Building
Two separate bombs struck churches in Mosul, A mob of approximately 1,000 Muslims attacked

Irag on the morning of December 23. About 11:00 a church building under construction in Bekasi Re-

a.m. a bomb was detonated near the Syrian Orthodoxency, near Jakarta, capital city of Indonesia. At mid-
church of St. Thomas. Elsewhere in the city, three  night on December 17, the Muslims arrived at the
people were killed (one Christian and two Muslims) Church of Saint Albert, some on bikes and some on
when a bomb hidden in a cart of vegetables explodedoot, and stormed into the building, carrying banners
outside the Chaldean church of St. George. These atand tanks of kerosene. One witness reported hearing
tacks are the latest in a series of bombingsinthecityt hem shout , ADestroy! Dest
in recent months, including incidents on November2&vi t h a Mosque! 06 The Musl i m:
and December 15. The recent bombings, just two dayghts, uprooted planted trees and set the building on
bef ore Christmas, i nt en sfifefNoele wasiajuresl inathe cattagk, o damaged s
Christian community. Yet many Iraqi believers re-  amounted to around 60 million rupees (from $6,000 to
main unshaken in their commitment to serving Christ.$7,000).

iThe message of peace and hlogleChastiansowerecptamhing tp usentliee | s
remains in our best wishes for Christmas for the entiraearly completed building for a service. Following the
country, 0 said Louis Sakaa,t atchke aar clhehd csehropofoft iKeé r & In
iwWe want to work toget hereet os hbaurieldd, pfieEavceen atnhdo thghp eo

hearts of alll men and wameaot afmifl. We rwdl gantihue (th® @anstrecgos of A's
News, AFP) this chapel unt il its compl
Pray for those who have lost loved ones in these Pray that those believers will not be discour-

attacks, and for healing for those injured. Pray, tocaged but continue to rest secure in the joy and provi-
that the presence and peace of Jesus will sustain Iragjon of Christ. And pray that Indonesian Christians
believers and compel t h svithbetemboldemea rbye theGoly Spirit to share the wi
their Muslim neighbors. truth.
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IRAN

Christmas Gathering Attacked

Fifteen security police and undercover pilain
clothes officers attacked a Christmas gathering of
more than 70 newly converted Christians in the city of
Karaj, Iran on December 17. Officers photographed
and videotaped the believers and also confiscated Bi-
bles, Christian books and a computer. The Christians
were told they must be available during the period
leading up to formal and legal interrogations and that
they must appear before legal prosecutors when or-
dered. Two of the leaders of the group, Kambiz Sa-
ghaee and Aliu Keshvadboost, were arrested. At last
report, they remained in detention at an undisclosed
location, and their families had neither been able to =
contact them nor received confirmed information =
from police about their whereabouts. (Source: Farsi
Christian News Network)

Pray for the release of these men and that the |
new converts who attended this meeting will grow
stronger in their faith. Iranian believers are all in dan-
ger, and many must gather in secret to avoid attention
from authorities.

Taken from The Persecution and Prayer
Alert, VOM Canada, December 23, 2009.

SRI LANKA CHINA
Mob Attacks Church House Church Leader Targeted
Approximately 200 suspected Buddhists armed The leader of a house church in Wenzhou, Zhejiang

with weapons stormed the Our Lady Rosa Mystica  province, China, was released on November 30 after
Church building in Coos Watta, Sri Lanka on Decem-authorities arbitrarily detained him without warrant on

ber 6. The assailants destroyed construction materialdlovember 23. Officials and local villagers targeted

and the interior of the building. They also attempted Shao Wangui after he and his brother, owners of the

to attack the priest. He was able to escape the sceneXinba Shoe Factory, refused to pay a fee to support
unharmed, but his vehicle was torched in the violencdhe building of a Buddhist temple in their village.

As word spread of the attack, approximately 500 locaWWangui also asked the members of his house church
believers blocked the nearby main road in protest, to refuse to support the construction project. When the
demanding that the police arrest the culprits. Atlast vi | | age secretary found out
report, one arrest had been made. Local Christians initiated a campaign of mistreatment against known

believe that the attack was due to the growing numbépelievers in the community. In late November, local

of believers in the area and the recent resumptionof & vandal so destroyed the brot
construction project to expand the church. Last year, ment for their refusal to provide funds. (Source: China

the Supreme Court overturned a police decision to bafid)

the construction. The church has been attacked twice Pray that this experience will bring Wangui,

in recent years by suspected Buddhist milithAraace  his brother, and the members of his house church

in 2006 and again in 2007. (Source: Union of Catholi¢loser to Christ. Pray too that the persecutors will

Asian News) know Christds | ove, forgiver
Thank the Lord that no one was injured in thethe lives of these Christians.

attack, and pray that church members will exemplify Taken from The Persecution and Prayer

the love of God for those who persecute them. Alert VOM Canada, December 9, 2009
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& ) Lest We Forget
FROM THE ARCHIVES

Among the many li
ny literary tre i
e asure i
béﬁgsgged among the saints. Such Sdlc?czj-he Klngdorr_\ Archives are the rarest of
inspirecgstelsot?r(}:]1 ago; and because they Wg;gn:]z provide wonderful insights inct)o t{\heerﬁrp]m fsonal letters
on ver i . e i
The foIIowingy g(;?gsg’ggk of restored Christianity ilr?tﬁSr?]‘;?] éor publication, they offer6l rttjfws?)l?igitltle\ées o
couple in need of scriptural tegiﬁonal counsel from Frank W ng”gfn ce: and
ing about family matters These e)r(]ce?[;? to a recedlytized married
' s are dated March 8
, 18

beginning of a d
i . ecade that w h
in family responsibilit ould witness terribl : \
ilities. Its advice i e decay in social N
is truly up to date mores in this country, includi
' , including confusion

T~~~/

HEIRS TOGETHER

fshe [the wife] thought | [as her
sentence expresses and accounts for my uneasy
| feel, , that you should be very thoughtful of your wife. Sh

her mak doing her best to live the scriptural \‘ifarais;aaw«shmlsense
dangers and feels keenly for the family interests. She is right in t

fhahemnwith theéwifegiving honor unt

fAve husbands, dwell Wi

wife as unto the weakeas/bsied heirs together of thedgrace of \im

The reason for the delicate solicitude for the weifang bicthbONOE;
id ina the pargjof a

because she is not as strongd
real gentléitiae reason for this delicacy in the home FiEed yaud 10

prayers be not hindered
Now then, Brother , anything styaitigd on your part that ignores her, will
make as big as@pas it would be for her to be to the front and you 1o be arrayed

womanclothing.
Confer with henfide inilget on your knees together and pray abo
Consult as to her feelings. Not that she is to dictate 10 you, but
and true hélpee 0 fight the battle of life with you and to be your true
to the core of her being to your irﬁerbets)amwell

gayyou tafe as it is upofobey to

be very delicﬁe/\malmleadt’ncﬂheh

things.
e isto be a
assistant, lo

Now, it is just as obligatory @p
her husband. | advise you both t0
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The writer actually titled it as follows, beginning by quoting a sentence from an earlier letter to him:

othéwvery true 10 each ot
such words as these fro

her, and remember tﬁaeéVM@\bf@ward

RV

m the S'U@ﬂem&kaemgo Sarah thyryee|t is

in the ScriptdrEsarken unto hep@anesis 21:12.

hful; for
Abraham and be watc Il r .
Himself will direct yitne &oketd your wife | have

. . ise you o
to d[lozrtct:r?\ Saell'\rgt?\er letter to the same couple:] | would advise ¥

' aweyai e
d vour wife to be loving towards her husband ‘fiwagm;[rocx)g\ﬁde gthe
an Z of Ifgou have No right to disregard her fgﬁtmg ,
the and she has no _
p m'tereSt ' fyoi’l:i:ra?gi;nofr,\irﬂmﬁod. She has a perfect r;\ghte t(; ef:mg
manfr(\alzﬂngz;\y,ar?crj you have a perfect right to consider thos :
r\g;\eStly ana Seriouig b?fo@ut&\riﬁ;[(;g zoo\l:vhat is the course to P
ifforn

humbly and pray to &9

yowcounsfmiomefcours?mw Gafcourstor you both.

arned to listen. | advipe you

These tender admonitions are a wonderful window into the soul of the writer. Happy the couple who
puts them into practice todayZ

(fiRai si +He aP urea Eantinudd freengpagd3) for less delinquency and more stable homes. Those are

of God. but by-products, though good ones. No, the main object
The second result will be the friendship with thes t ha't men may fAsee God

Al mi ghty. AnThe King

back to where we

heart, for t hey shall skmoen. Go d .

marry Him, live heart to heart with Him, and Adamé s has sought

nevermore be separated. Godbés pl an. They havenot
fAnd | saw, and behold the Lamb standing on ¢ti# consumed with the search for life. Perhaps the

mount Zion, and with Him a hundred and forty agikat Breakthrough for all the race may come in our

four thousand, having His name, and the name ofdwms lifetime. The pure in heart will be ready for4t.
Father, written on their foreheads [the marriage bond]

€ These are they that were not defiled with women;

for t hey ar e virgins g_ 6dTTeha"cré|ete g’aétor,%andewiser\faihelr, frFRr@rltk tl\él_urray
H S ) H edane e andardpredecessor orimes 0O estoratign
bl e mi s ho ( Relvel ation 14 or‘many years. The above words were first published under
Why fight for purity of heart? Not merely to makehe "t i tl e, @APlain Ta About

0O Not

race

only see
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wi | marrp lim, land shavihg magieddHimg joiT Hira in the r i n
st ar t festireal pfoduttieediving that hwmaa beings bave puenr e

- saparafdridr :
i of the most important acts Abraitiae 4 the feelifigs of the wife as
This was one; boy. The wife was right. God sanctione o astiohs.
lr?grrxrt\a:r‘{dhgo?jWHimseif directed Abrah:h_m Eo C:;;ybggthh;r r?uggan nd
: . o R ter of Sagahngrev . : the son of
Now, if she is tofiteugn ihen you must likewis ! o
recognizing him as-apPGOBAIE0N B8 | imes, and perhaps rfany times, wh

her hear
[the pants]; to
y eXpress
as expresse

ible to
. and then you arg/responsl
e ue. Not

, O
g
[

Hi m,
out

yet



Twice-told (Bible) Tales

A major element of Scripture consists of stori@shistorical events recounted in more or less detail.
Someti mes the Bibleds imagery is vivid, but somet.
gaps? By reelling these stories with the objective that any chosen incident must include everything the
Bible includes about it, but that you can add anything extra that occurs to your own imagination, you might
come up with true drama.

When students of Fairwood Bible Institute were assigned to write such stories, the results were so
imaginative we decided to share some of them with our readers.

ABNER AND ASAHEL

by Aaron Sandford

The tragic battle and footrace that turned
the tide for David the King

o} y | ord Abner, t hey 06 hieloyalty toi Saug bnd his dislike for David were
At the warning cry, | seized my spearandpas si onat e. I didnoét 1i ke |
stepped from the battle tent. We were camped not féut he was a strong warrior and a valuable leader
from Gibeon, and | e X p encotheedd hedeisdds iRr emp arae tahney 1
mo ment . This would be tmeveagutwhfemr Itshrea eg cdosl fiunt ufri
would be decided. Either we Benjaminites would win  Ishra bowed his assent, turned, and strode through
andIshkbos het hds t hr one wo uthacanipdarkngorders. Ewastime.r Davi d
and his army would win and take over the rule of the Crossing the several rocky hills that separated our
country. My men were ready for the fight. They werecamp from Gibeon, we came up the slope toward the
loyal to their king and to their commander, andgreat pool where Joab and his men were waiting.
morale was high. | looked forward to the contest witiMost of them had sat down, some by the edge of the
cautious optimism. water and some under the shade of the oaks growing
fiMy lord, Joab and the servants of David havearound the pool and its abnormally abundant water
come to the pool at Gibeon and are waiting for usupply. In front and slightly to one side of the rest of
there. o | | 0 0 k eltbarax, tGarebyas hi® graupy Joabr paced expectantly. When he saw us,
he spoke. He was trembling with excitement, a glinhe stopped and waited.
of impatient enthusiasm in his eyes. This would be his | led the men to the edge of the pool, and Ishra
first battle, and he anticipated it with the naiveordered them to be seated. If the men of Judah would
eagerness of a boy who has never seen death. | smiledt themselves before the battle, so would we. Thus
at him. the two armies faced each other, each seated on the
firfThank vyou, Gareb. L e t groursl argl ovatdhidy retaeea in badyh butnnod in |
turned to Ishra, a sodiaced, seasoned veteran whomind. The lazy afternoon sunshine and the warm
served as my second in command. He had followebreeze that rustled the leaves above us were not quite
Saul in pursuit of David in the wilderness, and bottsufficient to dispel the feeling that hung in thedair
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tension, a sense of impending slaughter, gloriouaround the edge of the pool. They were certainly a
victory for one side and humiliating defeat for theformidable band. Asahel had spoken rashly and
other, kingship for one, and probably death for thdoolishly, but his pride in his fellows was not entirely

man who opposed him. ill -founded.
iGr eeti ngs, Abner , son ffshmMNaer! dwdloawmd osvhal eamn ma
voice rang out across the water. quietly, and he immediately began to choose from
fGreetings, Joab, son of Zeruiah! | am sorry wa mong our best fighters. fAATr
do not me et in peace. O son of Jered, Hammuel é0

Joab bowed in reply. AMakatGlheadr bbess with victory
whomever He wishes to bl e 3heunexpected word startled me, and | turned to
Suddenly, with a startling and incongruous laughs e e Joas h, |l shrabés el dest s«
a young man | eapt up f yoong soidierp prajpablyl minetbed ©r twamtyy but hie
was a zealous warrior and a good man. His father had
trained him well in the art of warfare, and he had
already made a name for himself on the battlefield.
fiFather, | request permission to represent my

army in this contest! o he cr
Ishra hesitated. Joash was, after all, his eldest son,

and he di dnot want t o | ose

would be periloud very perilous. But one look at his

sonobs brave, determi ned f ac

mocking faces of the men across the pool, and his
pride convinced him.
iGo, Joash, and fight wel!/
The rest were quickly selected, and space was
cleared for the fight. The twenfpur faced each
gui ckly recognized hi m: other &ved one ot tbemhaepicturd sf stheegth.andfi Ma y
God bless whomever He wousapeeltswasia shiaree that soime af thesefiydliagymen

May God blessus as | 6m sur e Hwerewabdutl to dieB ¢ beganrto sigh,tbut catching
may God bless neither us nor them, for even withounyself, brushed off my feelings of pity and regret.
di vine interference our Sentimentality ynakessbeisguan effeclive commander

| was angered by this insult. Asahel was a nicdifficult.
enough young man at times, but like his brothers, he My eyes met those of my adversary, and in
was headstrong and proud. It was true that he wassédence Joab returned the gaze. Together we nodded.
mighty warrior, and his skill as a runner could beThe order was given. With a loud cry, tweifityir
matched by no man in either arédas he well knew. men rushed at each other, swords unsheathed and held
But his comments were tasteless and haughty, andhigh. A great shout went up from the spectaiafsen
had no patience for them. all was silent but for the sound of stamping feet, harsh

fiYou speak as a fool , Ukeathitge Imetal adainsgt aarmdr, ithe igiogns ofi a n d
your words have no place on the tongue of amvounded medé and the death rattle in twentyur
honorable man. Nevertheless, your challenge has nthtroats. The contest was over in a shockingly short
gone unheard. Joab, o | timen Wiih parfecdtechnique,reach ofghe adoersaribse e |
brother, il propose a c badtcaught histopponere ey the thead &nd thresh hisr e a |
need Godds bl essing mor sword threugh his Bide, sg that togethemthey allafell,i s e
and compete before us. Send twelve of your warriorslain in a matter of moments.
over, and any twelve of mine will fight them and Garebdéds face caught my ey ¢
show what the men of Ab nwhite asaarsikeeetnanddhis eyesfweré fixed in horror on

ilLet them arise. 0 Joabddheamswer owasoeg@pusalsl ybed olra.
fAnd today the men of David and of Joab will provewh o needed Godds help more.

themselves. 0 Turning, h wice,csaarcklye aboveoauwhispeér,hbet his wiceevgas o f
twelve men, young enough to fight with strengthand t eady . fAWel |l , | guess we bo
zeal but old enough to know what a battle was like. Suddenly, a hea&trenching cry broke the

With steely purpose, they began to make their way (Continued on paga?)
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Promises of Joy

by Katherine Holscher, Hobart, New York

A student finds stability in the promises of Gi

itting in my living room as | write this, the nothing is preparedorthis day is holynto our Lord:
day before Chri st manseithérvoe ye sordfonthd joysftthe rnorch ig youro
the very loud laughter of young children astheydecas t r e ngt h. 6 Through this pas
rate Christmas cookies. There is a sense of joy sute me was this:
rounding us, a sense of expectation because the long Through the strength that He gives, there is joy. |
awaited Christmas day is nearly here. | love thalid not have to fear the unknown; | only needed to
Christmas season because of this, when the joy thatist in His strength, not my owrand from that, revel
we have been given every day is recognized and celig+ the joy that everything would fall into place just as
brated. By the time this article is read, of courseHe deemed fit.
Christmas will have come and gone and the wishes of There is joy because He is our defender. This was
ij oy and peac e-drumwf wohk andt anotiehpeomikeutimt met a specific need for me. As
school will return, and the joy so prevalent at this timene of the few Christians on a very secular state cam-

of year slowly seems to fade. pus, | often felt very much alone in both my beliefs
But it doesndt need todnd htrlbaugvway hli sl ipvaesd mye alri fl e
found so many different to get used to the feeling of

ways that joy comes into o il rept in,
lives. Through the ups ar Through the Strengfﬁ m& egan to
downs of what has con lizg that there was no

into my daily_ life, God ha He glves there l§ Mticsg”c?g?egédfr:e

been reminding me of H

promise of Joy, and the fa.. had a right to be bold!
t hat even when it does n ®eading phpegh the Psalmspldoural ehatn was mot f e
is present. alone; David had fled from the attacks of his enemies,

The first promise came at the beginning of thebut every time he had put his trust in the mighty De-
school year, at a time when | felt a lot of apprehensioh e nd e r . ABut | et al | t hose

and fear at what loomed ahead. | was afraid of nakjoice:let them eveshout for joybecause thou de-

being able to complete what | had begun, and of ndendesthem:let them also that lowhy namebe joy-

being able to juggle all the things that seemed to bli n t heed (5: 11) .

thrown at me at once. | felt very little joy atthetime A T h e y o uo ckand suffels hungebut

and wondered how God was going to get me thougthey that seekhe Lordshall notwantany good

to the other end. thingo (Psalms 34:10). Thi s
But He had promised. In Nehemiah 8, the authothat | trusted in over and over again. During this past

wrote of a time when the law was read to the Israelinter | found myself in a rather tight spot financially.

ites, and they understood that they were sinners. Thidl at once there was a small mountain of bills that |

realization caused great weeping and lamenting untilad not planned on, and nothing in the bank to pay

Nehemiah made the people aware of the promistem with. At first | had the urge to panic, but at the

of God. He yoarlwdy, eathhe fagnd i Same time | felt challenged to trust God to provide in

drinkthe sweet, and sepdrtionsunto them for whom an unexpected way. And He did! He provided through
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