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Under the healing 

touch of Jesus, eyes 

once blind can be 

made to see. May we 

truly see “Him who is 

invisible” for 2010. 

 

ñThe blind men came 

to him: and Jesus saith 

unto them, Believe ye 

that I am able to do 

this? They say unto 

him, Yea, Lord. Then 

touched he their eyes, 

saying, According to 

your faith be it done 

unto you. And their 

eyes were opened.ò 

Matthew 9:28-30  
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       ºIn times like these, you need an anchor.» These words from a well-known hymn are a true saying. In these times, 
people of all walks of life not only need, but intensely crave stability and security. Perhaps 
the young or the unaware don½t sense this as sharply as their elders and those with some 
perspective of history, but ºmodern times» are as unstable and insecure as any in the past 
century. 
       Thinking people know this, but the masses are lulled by the propaganda of the enemy. 
The end of what was once known as the Cold War has not left improvements in its wake. 
We must not be deceived by the promises of politicians or the hopes of United Nations 
diplomats. The world continues to stagger toward disaster. 
As part of this tide, people of faith as well as unbelievers are inundated with what may 
legitimately be called the ºGreat Voice»¹popular communication from the news and 
entertainment media. It is everywhere. Internet and satellite links bring world events to our 

ears in real time such that a bomb blast in India is news here and now. The doings of great men and small from every time zone 
around the globe come to our family doorsteps every time we hit a power button or wiggle a mouse. And for some reason, most 
of such news is bad¹ or made for some reason to sound bad: death, disease, suffering, enslavement, injustice, intrigue, piracy, 
politics¹ more and more and more, until it threatens to overwhelm the spirit. 
Our reaction can be to cry out to the Heavens, ºWhere is the Lord God of Elijah?» Why is this tide of misery going 

unanswered? ºOh, that thou wouldst rend the heavens and come down!» And as heavenly silence continues, and evil marches 
on, we find our spirits sinking under the burden. From our reading of Scripture, we know the outcome, but we cannot see it yet, 
and meanwhile the temptation is to be silent, at the least, or even give in to some level of despair. What½s the use of fighting? 

To this state of affairs, which doubtless many of our readers are inclined to share, there is one effective response:  
Let no man½s heart fail him! There is an answer! Some time ago I was meditating on these things, and my attention was 

turned to the mighty declaration in Isaiah 2:22, ºCease ye from man, whose breath is in his 
nostrils; for wherein is he to be accounted of?» 

In these days of horrible tidings relentlessly coming our way, our position should be: 
ºCease ye from man.» I½m not advocating a state of denial, as these tidings are real. I½m not 
suggesting we just ignore them, either. We must face reality. But there is always a Greater 
Reality than that which enemy propaganda is even aware of. God alone is great: so ºcease» 
being frightened or even disgusted by mere humanity. ºJehovah alone» is our Rock of hope. 

Another way of putting it is also from Isaiah, chapter 40:6, ºAll flesh is grass.» The great 
ones, the politicians, the elected bodies, the schemers, the courts of justice, the courts of 
public opinion¹ and especially the false gods of the entertainment industry¹ all are 
nothing¹ mere grass before the One with Whom we have to do. I do not number myself among the conspiracy theorists, but 
even if world-dominating and hidden conspiracies were truly out there, so what? Even such secret menaces are equally subject 
to the Word of God. There is nothing whatever to fear, and there is no need whatever for the believer to be shaken. Remember, 
as verse 8 puts it, ºThe grass witherethµ But the Word of our God shall stand forever.» This, my friends, is all that matters. 

All that matters? But what about¹? What about the rise of Islam? What about its inroads in Europe and North America? 
What about the stultifying effects across society of political correctness? What about the indoctrination of cultural relativism in 
our school systems? And what about the very conditioning of humanity to accept an antichrist dictator? 

Faith , Not Fear  

ºJehovah sat as King at the Flood ; yea , He sitteth as 

King forever .» 
 

 



D O YOU VALUE your American heritage? 

That is what has been on my mind lately. I am 

always encouraged by articles that validate it and 

conversely discouraged and actually angered by 

research that purports to devalue it. Much of the time 

I have discovered that such material comes from 

questionable sources. But I’m amazed that some such 

pieces find their way into otherwise reputable 

information sources. I have been reminded of the 

Scripture regarding the coming of the Antichrist that 

he will attempt to “change the times and the seasons.” 

Perhaps you are somewhat like me in that it disturbs 

you to see so much of our culture being modified to 

suit the ideas of the post-modern outlook that truth is 

relative and appropriate perspective on issues should 

be governed by the cultural standards of today. 

ñTolerance” is the tag that is put on that brand of 

philosophical thinking. The attack on marriage is a 

prime example. The whole concept of marriage has its 

roots in the Bible. Genesis 2:24 states “Therefore a 

man will leave his father and his mother and be united 

to his wife, and they will become one flesh.” And 

Jesus says in Matthew19:6, “So they are no longer 

two, but one.” 

And yet the so-called gay community is not 

satisfied with the term “civil union” to identify their 

perverse relationships. They want to further pervert 

the term “marriage” to include same-sex couples, 

despite the stirring denunciation of such lifestyles in 

the Bible. Romans 1:26-32 lists various forms of such 

lifestyles and concludes by saying, “Although they 

know God’s righteous decree that those who do such 
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Never mind all that. 
It is not important. 
What is important is the sovereignty of our God, the Creator and Savior of the world. His throne is absolutely unshaken, and 

His purposes can never be altered. His empire is secure. Queen Victoria expressed it herself over a century ago. Seated on the 
throne of the greatest human empire in world history and hearing news of military reversals in South Africa, she looked her 
ministers in the eye and declared, ºWe are not interested in the possibilities of defeat. They do not exist.» 

That is it exactly. There is not the slightest possibility of defeat for the plan of God. His Church, and His Kingdom are marching 
on, and our job is simply to talk faith. Remember who we are, as sons of God. The forces of evil cannot succeed¹not even in the 
midst of the Great Tribulation¹and we are not there yet. 
One man put it this way recently, regarding the death of Jesus on the Cross, ºGod used the worst act ever committed by 

wicked men to accomplish the greatest good the world has ever known.» Think about that for a moment. Our God¹our God¹
is quite capable of taking the so-called major players of world affairs today and moving them so fast and so inexorably to enact 
His decrees that their heads will wobble and their very brains be addled¹ if He should choose. Remember, the Antichrist, 
despite his apparent success at world dominion, will be slain by the Presence of Jesus and the sword which issues from His 
mouth. And Satan, even Satan himself, will one day be bound by a single angel and imprisoned so thoroughly and finally that 
people all over the world will one day look up and say to themselves, ºIs this the man who made the earth to tremble??!» (Isaiah 
14:12-17). 
¹¹¹¹¹¹¹¹¹¹¹¹¹¹ 
So for this publishing year, God willing, with hearts of faith and minds filled with God½s courage, we expect to concentrate 

our efforts on these truths. Jesus alone is the right object of veneration and worship. We will not bow down at the altar of the 
news media and its flood of dirty water pouring out in relentless sound bytes. Only Jesus is worthy of our attention, and our trust in 
these pages is that readers will find their hearts lifted up in worship and freed from oppression. It½s time for Faith, Not Fear! 
¹Editor 

CHANGE¹ GOOD, OR µ ? 
by Roy K. Stamps III, Morgan Hill, California 

ºNever be afraid, then !» 

 4    TIMES OF RESTORATION    JANUARY/FEBRUARY  2010 



JANUARY/FEBRUARY  2010    \    TIMES OF RESTORATION  5 

things deserve death, they not only continue to do 

these very things but also approve of those who 

practice them.” (Quotations from the NIV) 

As I was reading in Newsmax, a conservative 

magazine, about the unfortunate developments in the 

Lutheran Church as their largest synod, the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), 

voted to accept gay pastors, I couldn’t help thinking 

of the words, “The Son of man will send out His 

angels, and they will gather out of His kingdom all 

things that offend, and those who practice 

lawlessness” (Matthew 13:41). 

As a Children’s Supervisor in Bible Study 

Fellowship, I am obliged to host the 

opening assembly each year, and the 

theme for each opening assembly every 

year is the veracity and authenticity of 

the Bible. As I was preparing the 

assembly last fall, I was reflecting on 

the marvelous fact that in this world 

filled with half truths, subtle innuendos, 

and the spin of the author/speaker in 

every article written or commentary 

given, the Bible stands in stark relief as 

the very words of truth. 

The Bible can be relied upon. The 

content of God’s Word has stood the 

test of time and still remains accurate in 

both historical fact and doctrine. 

Speaking of the New Testament the BSF commentary 

states, “According to scholars in the science of textual 

criticism, the copying of manuscripts has been so 

accurate that there is uncertainty about only one one-

thousandth of the New Testament [text], and no 

teaching of it now stands in jeopardy.” To me that is a 

tremendous relief. Here is a source of truth that can be 

relied upon. 

The current President of this nation was elected 

on the concept of change. As we consider the actions 

taken by his administration, change can come to be 

viewed in a completely different light from what 

many first anticipated. As he seeks to pass his 

government-mandated welfare program that will 

plunge the nation $800 billion further into debt, one is 

forced to wonder at the impact of such change. 

By contrast, our God has stated in His Word, “I 

Jehovah change not,” and I find that most reassuring. 

When I see the events of the day clouding up, so to 

speak, and I feel the storm coming I am assured by 

God’s Word that He is in control. He has not moved 

off His throne or become disengaged with world 

events. Jesus’ remarks in Matthew remind us that His 

eyes are always on us, and He is vitally interested in 

our daily affairs: “Two sparrows are sold for a 

farthing aren’t they? Yet not a single sparrow falls to 

the ground without your Father’s knowledge. The 

very hairs of your head are all numbered. Never be 

afraid thenðyou are far more valuable 

than many sparrows” (10:31, J. B. 

Philips, emphasis mine). 

As a matter of fact we are actually told 

to rejoice, or as J. B. Philips puts it, 

ñBut when you see these things begin to 

happen, stand up, hold your heads high, 

for you will soon be free” (Luke 21:28). 

One of our challenges as Christ 

followers is to maintain this kind of 

biblical world view of events. 

What may appear to be tragedy from 

one perspective is often God’s way of 

helping people to get their eyes off their 

own inability to control events and on 

His incredible capability to cause them 

to work His plan. And His plan, by definition, is 

solely for our good. “To them that love God all things 

work together for good, to them that are called 

according to His purpose” (Romans 8:28). Though 

that may seem a time-worn quote, don’t forget who 

said it, despite the trials of the path God laid out for 

him as a sold-out follower of Christ. 

So when all is said and done, I am constrained to 

lift up my head and exalt the King! According to Isai-

ah, “Of the increase of His government and of peace 

there shall be no end.” a 
 

ðHead of a family of four adult children, retired from 
the U. S. Navy and from teaching electronics/ robotics, Roy 
divides his time between Bible Study Fellowship where he 
serves as a Children's Supervisor, and Morgan Hill Bible 
Church where he serves as an elder. 

He is in control.  
He has not moved off His throne or  

become disengaged with world events.  
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BLESSED ASSURANCE¹
HERE AND NOW 

Homeless, dissatisfied,  
yet at peace and secure  

I N THE ROLE of Elizabeth Bennett in my high 

school’s play of “Pride and Prejudice,” I once 

quoted this line: “The more I see of the world, the 

more I am dissatisfied with it.” Nice line for a play, 

but did I really feel it to be true or expect it to be my 

experience in life? Not at all! As a senior in high 

school, the world was open before me with many 

opportunities for adventure. People who were 

dissatisfied with the world were just frustrated 

idealists and cynics. 

But a mere thirteen years later, having 

experienced a little more of what the world can dish 

out, I can now relate to Elizabeth Bennett’s sentiment. 

I would put it this way: “Until the end of the age, the 

world is an itch that can’t properly be scratched.” I’ve 

had enough difficulty and also enough joy to know 

that the balance of the two sometimes seems skewed, 

because we exist in a fallen world. Further, I find this 

painful discontent can consume, or propel one 

homeward. 

I live in Georgia, a land of red clay, boiled 

peanuts, mild winters, and gentle accents, among 

other distinctions. I did not grow up here, and while 

there are things about my adopted State that I 

appreciate and enjoy, deep down I don’t quite feel like 

this is my home. I have always considered New 

England my home, until recently. During a recent trip 

there, I was confronted with the realization that were I 

to move back, my heart would not find a true home 

there, either. While I appreciated the beauty of the 

land where I used to live, I could not fully embrace it, 

because for me the beauty was mixed with pain. 

Home is where your family is, and if your family is 

separated by death or scattered by circumstances or 

hardships, no place on earth will ever truly feel right 

again. 

It was unsettling to conclude that I am homeless. 

But on further reflection, I realize this is God’s doing. 

He has implanted in my heart that very hungry 

dissatisfaction, that longing for home, in order to 

point me toward the beautiful reality of eternal life, 

where the enjoyment of beauty will be unmarred by 

pain. There I will instantly relax in the unmistakable 

sense of belonging, of home and family. 

 Also, I believe that this pointing of my heart 

toward eternal life is not just a future thing. I used to 

think eternal life started when you died, but now I 

realize it starts as soon as your heart reciprocates the 

love of Jesus. I am living the first chapters of eternal 

life right now! 

The rest of the quotation from Elizabeth Bennett 

is as follows: “and every day confirms my belief of 

the inconsistency of all human characters.” It’s true—

we long for consistency; it means security, stability. 

We expect it of others—our doctor, our mechanic, our 

spouse, the government (although that is a vain hope), 

and all such “experts.” But guess what? The Creator 

of the Universe has already told us: “All flesh is 

grass.” Inevitably, the arm of flesh will fail you. 

Politicians will be fickle. Experts will not agree on 

anything. Doctors will come up short. Spouses will 

disappoint you. Mechanics will miss things. 

by Claire Pass, Stockbridge, Georgia 

I am living the first chapters of  
eternal life right now!  
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And it’s easy to get focused on the inconsistencies 

and the disappointments, and end up as negative, 

disillusioned, bitter doom-and-gloom-ers, a condition 

which should never describe the true Christian. Even 

if those adjectives don’t completely describe us, it’s 

easy for such subtle seeds to take root. We are 

surrounded by so much darkness that we will get 

swamped if we spend our energy in looking around 

us. 

Perhaps this is why God tells us in Isaiah 2 to 

ñStop regarding man, whose breath of life is in his 

nostrils.” But instead of just stopping something and 

leaving a void, we should fill that space with 

something else: the certainty that “Jehovah reigns.” 

As the hymn says: “Turn your eyes upon Jesus. Look 

full in his wonderful face, and the things of earth will 

grow strangely dim in the light of 

his glory and grace.” So this is what 

I’m telling myself: instead of 

wallowing in Elizabeth Bennettôs 

dissatisfaction, for me, it’s 

ñJehovah reigns!ò 

Let me illustrate. I’m one of 

those with an almost insatiable 

compulsion to keep up to date with 

current events. Often when I’m 

doing chores or making dinner, I 

have the radio on to listen to news or talk shows. 

Recently though, I’ve wondered if my spiritual and 

emotional diet have been glutted with too much 

media. Even the “good” media can be dangerous, 

because if problems are approached on a merely 

humanistic level, then no matter how “fair and 

balanced” the reporting may be, the conclusion is 

hopeless: man, left to himself, is corrupt and will 

inevitably self-destruct. 

The old adage “You are what you eat” might also 

be true with a different twist: “You are what you 

listen to.” Between the obsession with swine flu and 

the controversies over its vaccine, financial chaos 

ruining communities and individuals, willfully 

incompetent politicians, megalomaniac dictators 

making threatening noises and nuclear rumors, 

gobbledygook from the White House, not to mention 

local news of car-jackings, murders of children, 

devastating floods… it can be depressing, to say the 

least. These examples are not just theoretical, random 

excerpts from imaginary news stories: these are all 

things that I personally have heard and digested in the 

past few months. 

I hadn’t realized how all this affected me, until I 

had a run-in with real fear over getting the swine flu 

vaccination. Naturally suspicious of the prevailing 

medical wisdom, I had heard and read a lot of horror 

stories about it. Once I’d talked about it with my 

husband, he helped distill my jitters down to this: 

There are people you admire and trust who will take 

opposing stances. You just have to trust God with this 

decision. There is no human help that is utterly 

trustworthy. 

That conclusion made me take a step back and 

review my “trust muscles.” I had to ask, What do I 

trust in moments of crisis? Who gives the final word? 

What is exalted? Is it my brain—my own capacity to 

envision the worst, to brace 

myself for pain? Is it my decision 

making ability, my skills in 

researching and gathering 

information and opinion? Is it my 

physical welfare? Or… God? 

The Bible says that when it’s all 

over, “Jehovah alone will be 

exalted on that day.” But what 

about now? Why can’t Jehovah 

alone be exalted in my own heart 

and life right now? 

Why not? 

Okay, He is! And more, I’m going to act like it. 

Of course it’s a wise thing to stay informed, 

which makes for a daily tug of war—seeing the reality 

around me and continuing to say: “Yes, butéJehovah 

alone is exalted in my life today.” “Yes, butò despite 

circumstances that seem discouraging, I will continue 

to tell myself—and the rest of the world—the truth 

that Jehovah alone is exalted. “Yes, butéò 

So the less I feel at home in this world and the 

more the discouraging inconsistencies of humanity 

pile up, the more I am struck by the beautiful contrast 

found in the promises of God—promises of an eternal 

home, complete satisfaction, and reassurance that Je-

hovah reigns. Such promises are not just for the fu-

ture, but are true now, as we live another day of eter-

nal life. a 
 

ðMother of a young son and wife of a police officer, 
Claire also works part time tutoring a high school student 
who has special needs. 

What do I trust in moments of crisis? Who 
gives the final word? What is exalted ? 
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Three Months  

Spreading the light of the Christ -life  
among needy children  

I N THE FIRST international adventure of my 

life I went to Kenya this past year, and it was a 

great experience. My sister Anna has been over there 

for about a year, volunteering her life for a greater 

goal, seeking to help the less fortunate and 

underprivileged of the country. She has been doing 

tremendous good, really making her mark on the 

people that she is associating with. So I thought, 

ñHey, I’m a good guy; God has given me some skills. 

That could be me!” 

So I decided to start 

working and saving toward 

t r a ve l i n g  t o  K e n ya 

sometime in the summer of 

2009. At first I did not know 

if that was really what God 

wanted me to be doing, but I 

decided to put some wind in 

the sails of that ship, and let 

God take the helm. Soon I 

realized that He was very 

much with me in the plan, 

and that there was indeed a 

place for me in Kenya. The 

money came in that I 

needed ,  and  people 

generously donated some supplies as well, such as a 

camera and a nice big backpack. So on June 1, I took 

to the skies, not really knowing what I was getting 

into, but trusting and knowing I would be taken care 

of. 

All I knew before arriving was that there was an 

orphanage that could use my help. That was it. I was 

very much in the dark, but my sister assured me that it 

would work out. She was right. 

About 30 minutes outside the city of Nairobi is 

the medium sized town of Mlolongo, and the Heritage 

of Faith and Hope Children’s Rehabilitation Center. 

Everyone just calls it Heritage. Started by a middle-

aged Christian couple about seven years ago, Heritage 

currently provides food, shelter and schooling for 90 

children. 

I was very quickly put to work repairing desks, 

building benches, shelves and new desks, and 

whatever other handyman work I was capable of. The 

school and the orphanage were about a quarter mile 

apart, and there were several trips back and forth each 

day. Much of the work I did was at the school, so 

while the children were in 

class, I would be in the 

ñcourtyard,” the empty dirt 

lot in the middle of the 

sheet-metal classrooms, 

doing my work. Whenever 

they had a recess (break-

time, tea-time, lunchtime), 

I would leave off working 

to play with them or go eat 

with them. Sometimes I 

would sit in on classes if I 

had no work left that day, 

just listening or chipping in 

answers to questions I 

knew. 

All the people that comprised my little world over 

there were just great. The staff at the orphanage, the 

teachers at the school, the children themselves, were 

all quite open and friendly and easy to get along with. 

I loved being able to spend so much time each day 

with the kids, just fooling around and having fun 

together. They had many games they had made up to 

make use of the few things around that were readily 

available. Bottle caps, plastic bags and jugs, and even 

corn husks were transformed into soccer balls, 

windmills, cars and kites. 

Looking at them, I would say to myself, “Wow, 

by David Hansen, Dublin, New Hampshire 

IN AFRICA 
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they have so little, and yet they’re so content.” 

Meanwhile, they, who had no idea they had so little, 

gaily made their way through each day, laughing and 

playing, and really blessing me—and I have so much, 

yet manage to complain about it anyway. Such great 

kids they are, such amazing kids: I feel blessed that 

God gave me the chance to be a part of their world for 

three months. 

I went over to Kenya very much with the idea of 

doing any mission work that 

I found to do and really 

being a light to those I met. 

So while I never led a huge 

revival  meet ing and 

baptized hundreds into 

Christ’s family, I managed 

in my own small way to get 

the Word out while there. I 

had multiple chances to 

preach a short sermon to the 

kids, either in church or in 

morning devotions. I really 

felt God’s hand with me in 

coming up with something 

to say that would be clearly 

understood and could be 

readily applied in the lives of those listening. 

Besides that, I tried to just be friendly and open 

and walk with a smile on my face as I went here and 

there throughout the day. Many times I was stopped 

by a passerby and had the chance to share why I was 

there, and what work I was doing. Soon enough I had 

a whole network of townspeople with whom to share 

a wave and a friendly greeting as I passed. These 

people were just happy that I was there, doing what I 

could. Sure, there were a few who were not as warm 

or friendly, but for the most part it was obvious that it 

meant so much to people that I was there, the rich, 

white American, doing what I could to help out and 

bless others. 

It doesn’t take much, when it comes right down to 

it, to make someone else’s life better, and help 

someone less fortunate than yourself. I decided while 

I was over there that I would make Jesus’ line from 

Matthew 25:40 my theme verse. “Verily I say unto 

you, Inasmuch as ye did it unto one of these My 

brethren, even these least, ye did it unto Me.” I love 

the thought that all I have to do is reach out in my 

own small way to help someone I know, and I can be 

following in the footsteps of Jesus and pleasing His 

heart as I go. 

I was staying with my sister, living in the 

ñmuzungu (white person) oasis” as it came to be 

called. She is a hostess for an international 

organization, which sends her volunteers from all 

around the world to work in the nearby medical clinic. 

This gave me another opportunity to share my faith, 

as every so often it would come up how different I 

was—why didn’t I go out drinking with them? Why 

didn’t I try to find myself a Kenyan girlfriend? Why 

wasn’t I telling off-color stories like the rest of them? 

So while I never took the chance to sit any of them 

down and share the gospel 

with them, I trust that I 

planted a few seeds that 

God will bring to fruition 

somewhere down the road. 

     So that was about it. 

When I started to run out of 

money, I bought my plane 

ticket home and prepared to 

get back to normal life. It 

was hard to say good-bye. 

Many were the kids that I 

had formed close bonds 

with and practically thought 

of as my own children. I left 

them, promising to stay in 

touch, write letters, and 

send them a DVD with a home movie of what my life 

is like. I don’t know if God will ever lead me to go 

back there again, but I am so thankful for the chance I 

had to follow in the footsteps of Jesus, and be a part 

of something so much bigger than myself. 

Please pray for the Heritage orphanage and all the 

people connected with it. Kinder and more committed 

people you will not find. God bless them, every one. 
a 

 

 

 

 
ðA recent graduate of Fairwood Bible Institute, Dave 

is pursuing Godôs next step for his life with devoted 
enthusiasm. 

See 
w w w . H e r i t a g e - o f -
Faith.com  
for further information and prayer needs 
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Included below are personal testimonies from each student, some gleaned from writ-
ten responses to a class on the Life of Christ, and others describing more general blessings. 

 

Daniel Adams, Dublin, New Hampshire / Jerusalem, Israel 
I think that attending this Bible School is more important than some people realize. It not only gives you 

a great understanding of God’s Word, but also teaches you how to apply it to your life in this day and age. 

So far, as a first-year student I have found it above and beyond my initial expectations, an amazing, rich 

time. 

So my basic goal in coming to Bible School is this: to know God and the Bible well enough so that I can 

effectively transmit God’s amazing love to this needy world as He leads me in the future. 

 

Anthony Godfrey, Gilboa, New York 

The new school year is well under way, and we take this opportunity to introduce what has turned 
out to be the largest first year class in recent history. As of this writing, they number 17 fine young 
people, all interested in having the Bible written on their hearts and in their lives. We are blessed this 
year to have several students from the Karen people, recently in the refugee camps of Thailand, some 
of whose brief contributions reflect their traumatic past . 

Introducing ...  
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Rear (L to R): Erinn, 
Larissa, Meredith, 
Jayne 
Center: Htee Khu, 
Cara, Kayla, Abigail, 
Klara, Mercy 
Front: John, Philip, 
Mark, Josh, Daniel, 
Sha Pay,  
(Anthony not pic-
tured) 
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Coming to the Bible School has been a wise decision for my life. Seeking for God’s will is always 

smart. My desire in being here is to grow in my relationship with Christ Jesus as I become more of a man for 

Him. 

The first semester has gone well. I was blessed by the meetings and classes as they pointed out God’s 

grace, His love, and His forgiveness shown to me. And as the apostle Paul was prepared to do God’s will for his 

life, I want to be prepared as well for whatever His will may be for me. 

 

Klara Holscher, Hobart, New York 

One of the first points that impressed me came up when we read the genealogy of Jesus in the first chap-

ter of Matthew. Reading through the list of names, we came across those of Rahab, Ruth, and Bathsheba. One 

lesson we drew from this was that even though these women were either foreigners or had made serious mis-

takes in their lives, God was still able to use them. It was a really poignant reminder that even when we think a 

situation is completely hopeless, God can reach down and turn it into something good. 

This tied in with the lesson we learned about Zacharias, the father of John the Baptist. When he was first 

told he would have a son, he responded in doubt. The punishment for his unbelief was being struck dumb for 

many months, but when he got his voice back, he instantly began praising God. The truth drawn from this ac-

count was that a person with humility doesn’t obsess over past mistakes. He acknowledges that he was wrong, 

but he praises God for His ability to work all things, even mistakes, into His good plan. 

 

Mark Jacobson, Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan 

I have loved the four weeks of studying the Harmony of the Four Gospels with all my heart. I have 

learned that Jesus doesn’t choose only the rich and educated people; He even chose fishermen and tax collectors. 

He Himself was the Son of God, and God Himself. Yet His heart was full of love and compassion. He is also the 

Good Shepherd who laid down His life for His sheep. 

The best thing I learned was about being a “peace maker.” “Love your enemies,” said Jesus. Even 

though His own people hated him and didn’t believe in Him, He still loved them, shedding tears over them. 

I learned a whole lot in this class, through object lessons and discussions. These messages will never get 

old; they will always be new. 

 

Philip Jacobson, Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan 

I have learned through this class that I want to keep deep in my heart the thought of being strong against 

evil. I am strong in Jesus Christ. I really like these words a lot. If we are not strong against evil, the evil will pre-

vail against us, and we don’t want that to happen. I always pray to God to give us strong faith so that we can be 

strong in His love, as well as being strong in trust and strong in following Him. 

I don’t ever want to leave God or try to live a godly life on my own. Always “strong against evil”—that 

is the word that I like. 

 

Sha Pay Jacobson, Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan 

The phrase that I learned and which is important for me is The Shepherd of God. When we know that He 

is our shepherd, we have no fear. God is really the one who loves the sheep, and He doesn’t want His sheep to be 

left alone. Because of this, I know more about God’s love, and it has drawn me closer to Him. 

If we should not listen to God and go on in our own way, we will see a lot of trouble. In this life, we al-

ways need Him; we cannot get along without Him and try to go on alone. 

 

Htee Khu Jacobson, Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan 

The first thing I want to do is to give thanks to God for saving my life and showing me the true way. 

Without Him you couldn’t find me any more, because I have had really bad things happen in my life. But I final-

ly found someone to help me, and His name is Jesus. I want to give my testimony to everyone. 

I’m from Thailand, from the Karen people. While staying in Thailand I had lost my hope, and I asked 
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God to help me; I also wanted to be free politically. When in Thailand I did not know about God at all, because 

we were so scared of the Burmese. If we were Christian the Burmese would kill us. 

I was really blessed by God all the time, though, because He had mercy on me. One time American peo-

ple came to Thailand and helped us build a church and school. When that started, I began going to the school we 

called CFI [Christian Freedom International], of which Mr. Jacobson is the president. When he came to visit, I 

asked him, “Mr. Jacobson, can I go with you?” But he told me, “You don’t have a passport; how can you go 

with me?” But he told me pray about it. I knew we couldn’t do anything, but God can do everything for us! The 

only thing we need to do is obey and believe and pray, and He will answer prayer. 

I started then and prayed like crazy for about a month—and then I began to get an answer to my prayers. 

After this, Mr. Jacobson came and told me, “Do you know that God will answer our prayers?” So I kept praying 

for four more months, and my prayers were answered. God opened my way to come to America! If you look 

around now, there are a lot of Karen people living in America, and among them He chose something really im-

portant for me. 

Now I’m at Fairwood Bible Institute. It was a good thing to come here, and I have learned much about 

the Bible. All my teachers are good, and all my friends are really kind to me, too. I love living at Fairwood a lot, 

because it is such a good place to be with these friends. I believe Jesus is with me all the time; He never leaves 

me alone. I keep remembering God’s promise: “I will never leave you.” He is our helper. So if you’re having a 

hard time, just remember God’s promise. 

  

Mercy Jacobson, Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan 

I was blessed by the heart of Jesus, His heart of humility. He didn’t care what people thought, but He did 

what His Father wanted Him to do. His love for sick people, lepers, sinners, and all kinds of people who came to 

Him showed very clearly. Even though no one wanted to touch a leper, Jesus did so and healed them. It’s amaz-

ing to see what He did and learn from it. It’s hard for me to love someone that unlovable, but Jesus showed me 

that He loved me even though I was a sinner. I should do the same thing, too. 

Some people might be very mean to us, but we should show our love to them just like Jesus showed His 

love to us. Some mean people might have experienced some bitterness in their past, but Jesus loves to heal peo-

ple that are lonely and lost in the darkness. 

 

Name Withheld, Fredericksburg, Virginia 

As I entered this school year, my mental mantra was, “Expect the Unexpected.” I knew what I was hop-

ing to get out of classes, but I was clueless as to how or when God would fulfill those expectations. In the end, 

He didn’t just fulfill my expectations, He exploded them. Instead of giving me what I had asked for, He gave me 

what He wanted me to have. Instead of answering my vague ideas of “comprehension of Scripture” and 

“familiarity with the Bible,” He gave me an intimate focus on the characters of the four gospels, and gave me the 

opportunity to analyze His words in ways I had never previously realized I could. 

The discussions we had were really exciting! The energy behind each question and answer has inspired 

me to push myself even further in my understanding of and relationship with God. It was the most intense Bible 

study I’ve ever done. Through this class, God has opened up new concepts for me, and once I started to think 

about them, I wanted to know more and more. 

One of the best parts of class discussions has been delving into concepts and subjects that I had never 

even taken the time to consider. For example: the idea of the Trinity being an entirely novel concept to the Jews 

in Jesus’ time. The fact had always been there, but it was something that I might not have noticed if I had been 

reading the Bible on my own. 

Almost like the Jews had their expectations of the Messiah shattered, any ideas that I had about this class 

have been blown ten times larger than they ever were when I started. Thank God! 

 

Erinn Maxwell, Rocky Hill, Connecticut 

I’ve really enjoyed Bible School during the first semester, because God is part of everything here. We 

randomly break into prayer and occasionally song. And there’s always plenty of good biblical advice to go 
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around as well. 

 

Joshua Maxwell, Milford, New Hampshire 

Josh was the last student to enter Bible School this year, and he did so after a chain of remarkable an-

swers to prayer. For that reason his personal testimony is longer than most. ðEd. 

In the midst of extremely difficult experiences, I decided to come to the fall feast at Fairwood. I was 

feeling a tremendous pull toward marriage and toward the U. S. Army, but I knew I couldn’t have both and was 

very confused. Not long after arriving I realized that instead of running away from my troubles, I was actually 

whole-heartedly sprinting toward God. I began seeking Him with all I had, strongly desiring to find His will for 

my life. I was thirsting for God at each meeting I went to. I felt closer to Him in the first 24 hours here than ever 

before. My relationship with Him was growing stronger every minute, and I could powerfully feel His presence 

and love. 

Then came Saturday night. I was up in the gym, waiting for sports to start, but I began feeling over-

whelmed and sick to my stomach. So I headed outside to get some fresh air and started walking across the ball 

field. There I began praying again for God’s will in my life, praying harder than I ever had before. Reaching the 

far corner of the field, I got down on my knees and really cried out to God. 

At that point He began to answer. I felt His presence all around me. The hair on the back of my neck 

stood up, and I cried out to Him for what seemed like hours. Finally I fell silent, on my knees with my forehead 

pressed to the cold grass. But I still felt totally lost and hopeless. I remember choking back the tears so that I 

could continue crying out to Jesus, and my mind was scattered in chaos. I had previously been planning to sign 

up for the Army in just two days, but now I had no idea if that’s what God wanted me to do. 

But at last I felt a peace cover me, and the presence of God was overwhelming. Then He spoke: out of 

the dark cold night I heard the words, “Be calm. Iôll take care of you.” 

Startled, I looked around to see if anyone was near me. Once I realized that no one was there and that it 

had been God who had just spoken to me, an enormous sense of His peace washed over me. I felt a tremendous 

weight lifted off my back and knew I needed to place all my trust and faith in Him. 

Next, I went right to a phone and called my father who told me that he and my mom with several other 

family members had just finished praying for me, earnestly seeking specifically for God’s will to be done in my 

life. Once I got off the phone, I realized how amazing it was that God had just spoken to me at the same time I 

was being prayed for. 

Later, I called my mother to tell her all about it. I began by saying, “Mom, I have something to tell you, 

and you’re going to think it’s very weird.” I then explained everything that had happened. When I finished I no-

ticed she was crying. She then told me, “Josh, I have something to tell you, and I don’t think that’s weird at all!” 

She then told me that she had been praying for me some time earlier with some of the family. I had 

known that, but what she told me next left me speechless. She went on to say that she had prayed I would stop 

frantically rushing around, that God would just cause me to stop, and that I would feel physically sick—to the 

point where I would have to stop whatever I was doing, be still, and seek Him. She also specifically asked that I 

would be so still that I would be able to hear God’s voice audibly. Finally, she had asked that I would have peace 

about what I was supposed to do with my life. 

Hearing this, I was amazed and utterly speechless. We then began tracing back the timeline and discov-

ered that she had finished praying just minutes before I had fallen sick and made my way out onto the ball field. 

God hadn’t answered all my questions, but instead He had let me know that if I trust Him and have patience, 

He’ll show me His way. 

Soon afterward I entered the Bible School, a place I never thought I’d be. I made the largest sacrifices of 

my life to come here, but it’s been totally worth it. I gave all that I had to God, and because I did so He’s been 

faithfully showing me His glorious will little by little every day. I love every second of it here, and I’m so thank-

ful to be surrounded by an awesome group of students. I’m growing closer to the Lord every day I’m here, and I 

know I don’t have to worry about the future. All I have to do is remember that night and His words, “Be calm. 

I’ll take care of you.” 
 

Abigail Peisch, Woodcliff Lake, New Jersey 
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On October 5th I walked into the classroom with my Bible, a notebook, and an open mind. I expected to 

grow and to learn, but I was not prepared for what God had in store over the following month. 

On that first morning, Dan Murray displayed a sponge and a fan as object lessons. He explained that 

throughout our time as students at Fairwood Bible Institute we would be like sponges, soaking up as much of the 

messages, worship, fellowship, and intimacy with God as we could hold, and then some. In class however, he 

wanted us not to be sponges, but to be fans, taking in information and projecting our thoughts, questions, opin-

ions and insights to the rest of the class. As one prone to listening and observing from the sidelines, I determined 

to take this directive to heart and put it into action, as did my fellow students. 

The result? My heart and mind went “VAVOOM!” and expanded like a new wineskin. And there is no 

reason to stop now! This stretching has been uncomfortable at times, and thinking outside the box has definitely 

pushed me out of my comfort zone; but I have been blessed with a fresh understanding of Jesus/Yeshua, and 

have gained a clearer, mind-blowing, exciting and personal perspective on His life and ministry. God’s Word is 

truly living and breathing! 

Midway through the Gospel study during my personal devotions one morning, I had begun to pray that 

the Lord would make His Word come alive to me as I read. But even as the prayer was formed on my lips, I 

stopped dead in my tracks and realized, God’s word is alive! It is my heart that needs to come alive to His Word. 

I began to pray accordingly, and it was as if God had been waiting in anticipation, ready to pour out His 

love and knowledge of Him into my heart. For example, Matthew 5:3—“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs 

is the kingdom of heaven.” What does it mean to be poor in spirit? We discussed this as recognizing our spiritual 

bankruptcy, our utter need for God. This has rebuilt the foundation of my walk with God from the bottom up. 

Recognizing my own inability, and God’s infallible nature and extravagant love, I can see beyond preconceived 

notions, and by God’s grace wrap my mind and heart around His indescribable greatness. I know beyond a shad-

ow of a doubt that my God is an awesome God, that His ways are higher than my ways, and that His plan is per-

fect. 

 

Jayne Reed, Dublin, New Hampshire 

Jesus is my example. I want to be just like Him. The Harmony of the Four Gospels class was an incredible 

time of looking at His example. Jesus is surprising. So many times through the class I found myself exploring 

how He was totally focused on God’s will and was not concerned with what man thought. He wasn’t afraid to 

smash expectations. I want to follow this example by living for God, not the way others think I should. Instead I 

want to pour my heart into simply following Him. 

Jesus humbled himself completely. To realize that the God who created the earth (which is probably about 

the size of the tip of His pinky finger!) came down here—and if that weren’t humiliating enough, He humbled 

himself to death on the cross—that is pretty amazing. Jesus told us to pick up our cross and follow Him. Would I 

be willing to die because I love the unlovable and those who hate me? He was God and did that! Am I able or 

willing to be humiliated to the point that I’m treated worse than trash, yet still care for others and put God’s will 

ahead of my own? Trying to put myself in the shoes of those who were with Jesus at the crucifixion really 

opened my eyes to His unconditional and steadfast love for us. And that is my example! 

 

Cara Sandford, Bedford, New Hampshire 

The recurring theme of humility which continually resurfaced throughout our study of the Harmony of 

the Four Gospels was a message which spoke to my heart. My concept of humility was slightly skewed coming 

into the class, as I had seen humility as a weakness and as a trait I didn’t desire. While I didn’t want to be proud, 

I avoided this false idea of humility even more. However, when we began to study true humility, the chords of 

my heart stirred and responded as they do when unburdened by truth. I now see humility not only as a positive 

thing, but as a sign of incredible strength. “Humility,” said our teacher, “is aggressively pursuing God’s glory 

and not your own.” That is how I want to live my life. 

Speaking of Jesus, John the Baptist said, “He must increase, but I must decrease.” This class has acceler-

ated the rate with which my flesh decreased and the Holy Spirit increased. Through class discussion, reflective 

homework assignments, and classroom teaching, I have been exhorted to let Jesus have authority in my life, to 

let Him rid my heart and mind of carnal thoughts and desires, and make Jesus’ will my passion instead. Through 
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studying Jesus’ teaching and the retelling of His sacrifice on the cross, I know that He has made a way for us to 

follow His example here on earth and to let Him have full sway in our lives. 

I want to learn from the disciples in the storm and not to give up hope in God’s perfect timing. I need to 

take lessons from the lepers, and remember that faith isn’t ashamed to go to Jesus, no matter how terrible the 

need. I want to be as a new wineskin, always ready to flex and accept Jesus’ instruction. I want to live like Mary, 

carving time out of my life to sit at Jesus’ feet and listen to His teaching. And I want to be like Peter, with a heart 

so full of faith, it is willing to get out of the comfort zone and do the impossible—to walk on water. 

With Jesus as my example and strength, I can do anything. His omniscient power gives strength for eve-

ry aspect of our lives. 

 

Kayla Sandford, Dublin, New Hampshire 

It was just awe-inspiring to meditate on all that Jesus accomplished when He was crucified, and all that 

it means to us that He has risen. After all, Jesus didn’t have to rise again, but because He did we have hope. In 

one way, you could say that our “religion” doesn’t have to be completely faith-based, because we have the evi-

dence of people who actually saw Him alive. That, I believe, is yet another proof of His love. Another point 

brought out was that “God used the worst act ever committed by wicked men to accomplish the greatest good the 

world has ever known.” That too, I think, is breathtaking because it reveals in part the vast power of God to use 

anything for His purposes. This is encouraging for us today when things in the world around us tend to look 

bleak. 

Looking back over this short time I’ve been here at Bible School, if I had to summarize all I’ve learned 

in one statement it would be this: Stay connected to Jesus. I may have already been familiar with 2 Corinthians 

3:18, but I never fully realized how just keeping a living, intimate connection with Jesus can change so much. 

Life may be chaos, but only one thing is needful. I may be able to come up with a thousand different spiritual 

lessons I’ve learned so far this year, but when I think about each of them, they all lead back to this one vital 

thing. Jesus is the answer to every problem, and I’m both excited and challenged to maintain and cultivate my 

connection with Him. 

 

John Cole, Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan 

If we should go into the future without Jesus going with us, we couldn’t do it by ourselves. Jesus is al-

ways protecting our lives. Wherever we go, we should pray that Jesus will protect our lives. Some people don’t 

believe in Jesus, and they don’t stay with Him, and so sometimes they get into trouble. Always go with Jesus. If 

we don’t, we will get into trouble and eventually die without Him. 

 

Larissa Sutton, Gilboa, New York 

So far, so great! That’s what I say to people when they ask how Bible School is going. I’ve gotten so 

much good since it started last September! Way back then the Feast was an awesome experience, because I’d 

never been to one from beginning to end. It was a rich week with great meetings by so many people. I couldn’t 

possibly fit it all in here, so I’ll move on to the next great class for the first year students. 

The Harmony of the Four Gospels was taught by Dan Murray, and it was filled with so much that at 

times we just seemed swimming in new truths. It made my head spin at times, because there was so much being 

taught in such a short time. For example he told us that “humility fuels worship.” I just love how that works, and 

I want this kind of humility. Dan added that humility is God-centered, not self-centered, and that is so true! 

Another great lesson was the one on Faith. (This is one of the really good parts, people, so take heed and 

read!) Faith isn’t ashamed to come to Jesus no matter how terrible the need. Pride stands in the way and prevents 

our turning to God for the help that only He can give. And faith doesn’t give up trusting in God’s perfect timing. 

I just love this one. I don’t like it when things don’t seem to go as planned. Who does? It was a perfect reminder 

for me to stop getting agitated and trust in God’s purpose for everything He allows. There’s no need to get all 

frazzled for no reason. 

This has been a great beginning to the school year, and I look forward to what’s ahead! I thank God for lead-

ing me to Fairwood, and I know he has great things planned for my life. a 
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The following words are reprinted and edited from The Standard, June, 1965. The so

-called sexual revolution was in full swing at the time, and the moral fabric of the 

country was in tatters. Sadly, it is far worse today, yet the following words offer wise 

counsel in raising pure and godly families even now. Letõs take them deeply to heart. 

W HEN OUR LORD commenced His famous 

sermon with those eight “Blesseds” none 

carried with it so high a reward as the sixth. Those 

who are found to be “pure in heart,” He promised, 

shall do what no man has ever yet done— “see God.” 

There is no privilege or thrill higher than that. It is the 

ultimate. 

Various things pollute the heart. Coveting makes 

a man dirty inside; hatred also blackens him; lying 

darkens his very faculties; unbelief in God’s promises 

casts a heavy shadow. All these sins corrupt the heart 

and bring on its disintegration, but nothing so stains a 

person as misuse of the sex desire. There is good 

reason why the term impurity has become associated 

with this brand of sin. It may not seem as horrid as 

some of these other errors, but it is—and for that very 

reason it becomes all the harder to dislodge. 

Sexual impurity is an appetite. Hatred is not; lying 

is not; even unbelief somehow runs counter to nature. 

People succumb to those things, but despise 

themselves for doing so. It is different with impurity. 

It has a lure and a forbidden sweetness; and it is so 

universal that people excuse themselves for giving 

way. Many more or less pagan societies, even though 

nominally “Christian,” have so long condoned sexual 

looseness that their national consciences are seared 

over on the subject. The man among them who lives a 

pure life is considered subnormal or some kind of 

freak. 

America is drifting in that direction. I will not 

concede that our nation is as lewd as our advertising 

would suggest. There is still a capacity for revulsion 

among us. But a steady drift there certainly is, and 

nothing seems able to stem it. I believe it is time for 

plain talk. 

For the battle can be won. Jesus did not speak 

those words to mock us. Men and women can be 

ñpure in heart”—clean from the inside out. The 

greatness of the reward indicates that the struggle will 

be harder than most; but never are we made to 

understand that it must be a losing struggle—not for 

anybody. 

In fact I believe that the devil has magnified the 

difficulties and tried to scare us into defeat. God 

plainly intends us all to be just like Jesus Christ on 

this matter. John’s first epistle remarks almost 

by Frank S. Murray 

Raising 

Pure-Hearted Families 

We have to care and care terribly; weõve got to have a sense 
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casually “every one who has this hope (the hope of 

Jesus’ return) set on him, purifies himself even as He 

is pure.” Notice he wrote “every one.ò There is no 

need for any failure whatever for him who believes in 

Jesus and the Bible. 

How can we win this battle? We 

have to have the desire first: I will not 

let this dirt cling to me any longer! We 

have to care and care terribly; we’ve 

got to have a sense of shame. We’ve 

got to close our ears to the soothing of 

psychologists who tell us that 

unrestrained sex desire is nothing to be 

ashamed of. It is something to be 

fearfully ashamed of. America ought 

to be scarlet with shame this very 

moment. 

Then we must face the truth and 

not hide from our own consciences. If 

we are dirty minded we must admit it. 

If we have committed acts forbidden 

by God’s Word, we must confess them 

and name ourselves by the same names that the Bible 

does. Much of the power of impurity is broken by 

honesty and frankness, first with our selves, second 

with any other person affected. Do not keep it under 

cover and masquerade as something you are not. Sin 

proliferates in the darkness, but withers when exposed 

to the light of God’s Word. 

Here are some steps that will help us make 

intelligent warfare on this debasing enemy. 

 Teach them respect for the opposite sex, and to 

keep their distance, avoiding indecent exposure. This 

is not prudishness, it is simple common sense. Teach 

them that the difference between boys and girls is 

something ordained of God and very sacred in His 

sight. Don’t laugh at the “innocent” antics of little 

children as though they were too young to know what 

they are doing. Impurity can start in the cradle, in the 

play pen, in a child’s bath; and anyone that has not 

lost his memory knows it. Start young while the heart 

is still plastic. 

planning and thinking about marriage from the 

time they are old enough to talk. Silly parents often 

think it is “so cute” to get the youngsters paired off 

and talking about “boyfriends” and “girlfriends” 

before they even get in school. There will be time 

enough to talk about marriage after adolescence 

comes on. Before that, give the children a chance to 

be good healthy minded boys and 

girls, enjoying the company of their 

own sex. Some of the trouble in 

children’s minds is the fault of adults 

who pepper them with talk about 

whom they like and are going to 

marry. 

I cannot say how early, though I 

instructed my sons before they ever 

went to school. Unfortunate though it 

may be to introduce such ideas so 

soon, if parents don’t do it in a godly way, 

companions on the school ground will, in an ungodly 

way. 

No one can overestimate the damage that such 

ignorant, gutter-type briefings may do to an innocent 

child. A wicked teenager, if he finds a young boy or 

girl totally uninformed in such matters, takes a hellish 

delight in soiling that mind as darkly as possible with 

all sorts of lurid details—most of which are quite 

untrue. 

Don’t let them take advantage of your child that 

way. So many times parents are cowardly about this, 

not knowing how to go at it, and their 

procrastination—waiting for the more favorable 

time—ends up in a sordid mess that may take years to 

undo. Your grave and holy presentation of God’s plan 

of perpetuating the human race can be a sacred 

experience to your child, and he will thank you all the 

rest of his life for your kindness. After that, warn him 

to turn from ungodly sources of information, and 

make him understand that you mean turn away. 

and take pains to keep it. Nothing is more 

important than this, and few matters are so completely 

overlooked, especially by fathers. You may be a good 

provider, but your labor is largely vain if your 

children are not taught to be good confiders. 

(Continued on page 27) 

1. Start with very 

2. Donõt condition children the 

4. Take pains to win your childõs 

confidence, 

3. Teach children the 
facts of life at an early 
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The richness of Truth 

Life lessons from the Book of Proverbs 

S OME TIME AGO my wife Helen and I 

decided to try a new business venture to 

allow us to accomplish some goals that our hearts 

longed for. In the process of striving to get this ven-

ture off the ground, I tried enlisting the help of people 

I thought I knew. It turned out I didn’t know them as 

well as I thought, and I was puzzled by some of their 

responses. What I came to understand was that this 

exercise was not for understanding 

others in my life, but to really get to 

know myself instead. So I turned to 

God’s Word for knowledge and un-

derstanding, and here is what I 

found. 

Man, I learned, goes to great 

lengths to plan his career, but the 

Lord alone determines whether the-

se plans ever come to pass. Saul of 

Tarsus planned to persecute the 

Christian saints in Damascus, but 

ended up becoming one of them! 

Onesimus planned to leave Phile-

mon forever, but God brought him back on better 

terms than ever. 

 

Like so many of the proverbs, this is a general 

rule, but it does have exceptions. “A righteous life 

disarms opposition.” Or, as Barnes puts it, “Goodness 

has power to charm and win even enemies to itself.” 

About the time of the Civil War, U.S. Attor-

ney General Edwin Stanton treated President Lincoln 

with utter contempt. He called him a “low cunning 

clown” and “the original gorilla.” He said there was 

no need to go to Africa to capture a gorilla when one 

was available in Springfield, Illinois. But Lincoln 

never retaliated. Instead he made 

Stanton his war minister, believing 

that he was the best qualified for 

the office. 

And years later when Lincoln was 

killed by an assassin’s bullet, Ed-

win Stanton looked down on his 

rugged face and said tearfully, 

“There lies the greatest ruler of 

men the world has ever seen.” Lin-

coln had “kept his way,” and his 

one-time enemy came to see the 

true greatness of his soul. 

 

In other words, “Read your Bible; heed it; and 

trust the One who wrote it.” 

The speech of a wise man is an index of what 

is in his heart. He displays his knowledge by what he 

says, and there is a certain persuasiveness about his 

by Frank Koss, Hampton, Georgia 

Proverbs 16:9  
ñA manôs heart deviseth his way; But 

Jehovah directeth his steps.ò 

Proverbs 16:20 
ñHe that giveth heed unto the 

word shall find good; And whoso 

trusteth in Jehovah, happy is he.ò 

Proverbs 16:23 
ñThe heart of the wise instructeth his mouth, and 

Proverbs 16:17 
ñThe highway of the upright is to depart from 

evil: He that keepeth his way preserveth his soul.ò 
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statements. He speaks with authority. 

 

He knows that if he doesn’t work, he won’t 

collect his paycheck, and with-

out money he can’t go to the 

supermarket to buy food. So if 

he is ever tempted to stop work-

ing, his appetite urges him on. 

This is also true in the spiritual 

realm. A realization of our deep 

spiritual need drives us to the 

Word and to prayer. 

 

In the Old Testament 

and up to the time of Pentecost, 

the casting of the lot was a legitimate way of deter-

mining the will of God. The whole process seemed 

very much a matter of chance, but the Lord overruled 

to reveal His guidance. But today the complete Word 

of God gives us a general outline of His will. When 

we need specific guidance in matters not covered in 

the Word, we learn His will through waiting on Him 

in prayer. Then we find that every decision is from the 

Lord. 

God can do what no crucible or furnace can 

do. They can test silver and gold but the Lord can test 

the human heart. In the process of testing, He removes 

the dross and purifies the life until He sees His own 

image reflected. 

When thro’ fiery trials thy pathway shall lie, 

My grace, all sufficient, shall be thy supply; 

The flame shall not hurt thee; I only design 

Thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine. 

—George Keith 

 

These lessons form just one in a series of di-

vinely ordained events that has 

taken place in the past few 

years of my life. It all started 

when a friend gave me a music 

CD and expressed some warm 

brotherly feelings toward me 

that are with me to this day. On 

that CD was a song titled 

“Search Me O God,” whose 

words are taken from Psalm 

139: 

Search me, O God, and know 

my heart, 

Try me and know my thoughts, 

And see if there be any wicked way in me, 

And lead me in the way everlasting. 

You have known me, You have known me—

My down sittings, my uprisings. 

You understand my thoughts from afar; You 

know all my ways, You know all my ways. 

Those words have stayed in my mind and have 

become my prayer ever since. The end result of it all 

is that I have allowed the Holy Spirit to mold me in a 

new way. It is a work being done on the inside, and I 

am thrilled with what is happening—in me as well as 

through me. I am letting Him lead me in the “way 

everlasting.” a 

 

ðRetired after 41 years as a technical training 
specialist with Pitney Bowes, Frank with his wife Helen are 
hearty cooperators with the ministry at Open Door Chapel 
in McDonough. Some of this article's comments were taken 
from the Believerôs Bible Commentary, by William 
Macdonald, Thomas Nelson Publishers, c. 1995. 

responsibility for his kidnapping, an Islamist group, 

Moro Islamic Liberation Front, is the main suspect. 

There is great concern over the condition of Father 

Sinnott, who is known to be in frail health. According 

to reports, Filipino military informants spotted him 

and his captors on October 12 in Lanao del Sur 

province, some 70 kilometers from where he was 

abducted and then again in another location the 

following day. Father Sinnott has been serving in the 

Philippines for the past 40 years. 

Our prayers should be for his physical welfare 

and release, but also for his spiritual courage during 

this time of trial. a 

(ñIn Everything By Prayer,ò continued from page 26) 

Proverbs 17:3 
ñThe refining pot is for silver and the furnace for 

gold, But Jehovah trieth the hearts.ò 

Proverbs 16:26  
ñThe appetite of the laboring man laboreth for 

him; For his mouth urgeth him thereto.ò 

Proverbs 16:33 
ñThe lot is cast into the lap, but the whole dispos-

ing thereof is from Jehovah.ò 
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FROM THE ARCHIVES  

 

Among the many literary treasures in The Kingdom Archives, are the rarest of them allñpersonal 

letters exchanged among the saints. Such documents provide wonderful insights into the hearts and lives 

of believers long ago; and because they were never intended for publication, they offer unsolicited and in-

spired testimony to the work of restored Christianity in human experience. 

The following is from Frank W. Sandford, dated sometime in 1938, to a young schoolgirl. His shep-

herd heart for the children of the flock could hardly have been better expressed than in these tender and 

gentle words. 

Here is the ministry of the ardent soul-winner and pastor, 76 years of age, tempered and simplified 

for the mind of a little lamb about the age of 10. There is no record of her response, but her later life re-

Dear ____________, 

 
I thought you would like a letter all your own.

 

Have you ever really given your heart to God? I mean really believed that Jesus 

was Godõs own Son, and that He came into this world to help you
ñto be your Savior? 

Thatõs what the word òJesusó means. It means One who will save you from sin
ñfrom 

doing naughty thingsñfrom disobeying papañor doing what you know your mother doesn
õt 

want you to doñhaving a wrong spiritñtrying to have your own wayñdoing things that you 

donõt feel sure are right, and so you want to hide them from papa and mama. What you 

need is Someone to give you a hew heart. 

There was a story once about a pig. It wasn
õt a true storyñjust one that someone 

made up to make religion plain. This pig was brought up to be very nice. He was dressed in 

velvet; his feet were kept very clean; he was never allowed to associate with dirty pigs.
 

But one day, as they were out riding in a nice carriage, they stopped a little while 

and saw some pigs wallowing in the mire; and then the little pig that had been educated 

forgot all the good things that he had been taught to do. He 
made a bee line right straight 

for those dirty pigs in the mud puddle; and to the horror of his owners, he went in, velvet 

jacket and all; and was as dirty and filthy as any pig 

there was there. Then the family felt very, very badly. 

They didnõt know what to do. 

     Finally, in the story (of course it wasnõt trueñjust 

something told to illustrateñto make plain the right 

religion) a wise man told them what they must do to this 

pig who had been such a failure: they must not only 
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wash him clean on the outside, but he said they must take his bad heart outñcut it outñand take the heart of a lamb who never runs into mud puddles, or wants to, and put the heart of the little lamb in the little pig. 
Then, as this wise man said, òHeõll behave himself like a lamb.ó In the story, the pigõs heart 

was cut out, and a lambõs heart was inserted; and lo, and behold, the little pig didnõt want to run for mud 
puddles; and after that never went in with the other dirty thingsñneverñnot even once. 

Well, there is a nice little verse, _________, which I think God must have written for you; and it 
brings out this very same thought. You will find it over in Ezekiel 36:25, 

òThen will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean from all your filthiness; and 
from all your idols will I cleanse you.ó 

The next verse tells how you will get over the desire of being a pigñòfilthyóñso as to speak in flesh and spirit: 

òI will take away the stony heart out of your flesh,ó i.e., the pigõs heartñthe selfish, mean, 
hard heart that doesnõt care what mama wants, and disobeys papa. òI will take away your stony 
heart, and a new heart also will I give you. [Thatõs the lambõs heart, you see, instead of a pigõs 
heart] éa heart of fleshó 

That means a loving heartñthe heart of a little lamb who really wants to do rightñwants to please 
papa and mamañconscientious, tenderña real, good, true little girl. 

If you ever want to get a ònew heartóñreally want it yourselfñyou can tell papa about it, and he will probably tell you how you can get a lambõs heart instead of a pigõs heart; or your mama may tell you; or 
Mr. ________. I believe they will all pray for you to have that òheart of fleshóñthat òlambõs heart.ó 

May God make you feel uneasyñuncomfortableñdissatisfiedñreally convicted of all the wrong 
things until you want people to pray that you may have a ònew heartó and that you may be really a loving little lamb in the bosom of Jesus, the Great Shepherd. 

PRAYER 
òDear Father, will you bless little _______? Will you put the desire in hear heart to do right? Will you make her feel bad whenever she disobeys her father or motherñin fact, make her feel bad if she 

doesnõt disobey themñunless she is really converted. Convict her of sin. I remember when I was a little boy I felt awful badñcrawled in under the stove and sobbed and criedñit was 
your Spirit convicting me of sin. Make her feel just as you made me feel. And 
then help someone to tell the little girl how she can get a new heartñthe heart of 
a lamb instead of the hard heart; and may she have the work of the Spirit of God in changing her all over that she may be soundly converted and become a very happy convert. 
òWe ask it all in the name of Jesus who came and hung on those hands 

that were bleeding that He might give _______ the Lambõs heart. We ask 
this in the name of Him, and we believe you, Father, to answer the father and motherõs prayer and [her sisterõs] prayer that there may be another member of 
the kingdom of God in that family. We ask it all in Jesusõ name, Amen!ó a 
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The Beauties and the Agonies 
of Waiting 

by Robert Adams, Jerusalem, Israel 

N OW THAT I’VE 

been in Israel for 

almost two years, I find myself 

reflecting on the difference in my 

perspective. Following ten or 

twelve years of specific prepara-

tion before I came, the first 

days and months here felt 

much like a honeymoon. 

Many things were new: the 

land, the customs, and the 

people. Many experiences 

were new: finding a place to 

live, getting furniture, and 

establishing a routine for 

carrying out the watchman’s 

intercessory role. Moving 

repeatedly from apartment to 

apartment took time, but it 

also familiarized us with 

much more of the City. We 

have also had opportunity to meet 

many, many new people. But by 

now a lot of the newness has worn 

off, and so we are in a different 

phase. 

In the last year or so, 

we’ve read several books about 

westerners presenting the good 

news to native peoples for the first 

time. It’s inspiring to see how 

God’s Spirit prepared both the 

messengers and the tribes to move 

past the obstacles and experience 

complete transformation of their 

lifestyle and culture, as they let 

God’s Word work in their lives. 

As I read these stories, I look at 

my own situation. I don’t find 

such dramatic obstacles, but nei-

ther have I experienced such dra-

matic results. 

The other day, though, I 

had a different thought. As I was 

driving out of Jerusalem and look-

ing at the outlying hills, which are 

being covered with new housing 

developments, I realized that the 

“tribe” to which I am sent may be 

the toughest people group on 

earth. Since the beginning of their 

history, they have had a very thor-

ough and complete education in 

God’s ways, and long before the 

Messiah came, God was preparing 

them for His advent. For 

more than 2000 years, the 

good news has been availa-

ble to them. My own grand-

father was here more than 

100 years ago praying ear-

nestly that this tribe would 

turn to the Messiah, and 

even though millions of 

them now live in the land in 

answer to his and others’ 

prayers, only a tiny minority 

have accepted their Messiah. 

So how do we deal with 

the ongoing dearth of visible 

results? Probably you are asking 

the same question regarding some 

subject that you’re praying about. 

Let me give you another illustra-

tion. Not long ago I became ac-

quainted with a couple who were 

married as unbelievers. One happy 

day, the wife heard about Jesus 

and gave her life to Him. The re-

sult? Her husband left her and 

their child. For about a year, she 

Though it tarries, wait for it; for it will certainly come! 
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prayed desperately for his return. 

In this case, thank God, the hus-

band came back, and they are now 

following the Lord together as 

earnest Christians. 

But many situations are 

not so easily or so quickly re-

solved. I personally know of sev-

eral. In one case, the wife 

lived with and prayed for her 

unbelieving husband for 

some 50 years. Finally, after 

all those years of praying, he 

came to the Lord and shortly 

thereafter passed away. In a 

few similar cases which have 

yet to be positively resolved, 

the wife has long ago learned 

that saying anything to her 

husband about Jesus or 

Christianity is only counter-

productive. Talking doesn’t 

do any good, and leaving 

helpful books around is equally 

ineffective. About all she can do is 

live with certain agreed-upon pa-

rameters in her marriage, love 

him, and pray. 

In some ways that’s illus-

trative of our situation here. Talk-

ing, handing out books, and other 

overt methods of sharing the good 

news can range from mildly inef-

fective to wildly counterproduc-

tive. So we continue to do what 

we can do: love them, pray, and 

look for opportunities to do more. 

So what would help us 

continue to stay spiritually alive 

and carry on this mission effec-

tively? Isaiah 62 gives one of our 

main job descriptions, and one of 

the principles that I find most 

helpful: “Ye that are Jehovah's 

remembrancers, take ye no rest, 

and give Him no rest, until He 

makes Jerusalem a praise in the 

earth.” In other words, there will 

be a lot of reminding to do, and we 

might get tired of it. We might 

even think that God would get 

tired of it, but He reassures us that 

He wants us to keep at it, and keep 

at it, and keep at it. He wants us to 

remind Him so often that He gets 

no rest, ever, as long as it takes. 

And in this is the assurance that 

making Jerusalem a praise is His 

will, and He will bring it about. 

It also helps to remind 

myself that to God, one day is like 

a thousand years, and a thousand 

years is like one day. So it’s only 

been a couple days since Jesus 

was here, and if His children 

haven’t figured it out yet, that’s 

okay. They probably will in the 

next day or so! (Oh please, Lord, 

sooner than that! I don’t want to 

wait another “minute” by your 

time reckoning!) 

Another helpful reminder 

is Habakkuk 2:2-3, which says, 

“Record the vision and inscribe it 

on tablets, that the one who reads 

it may run. For the vision is yet for 

the appointed time; it hastens to-

ward the goal and will not fail. 

Though it tarries, wait for it; for it 

will certainly come, it will not de-

lay.” What a wealth of encourage-

ment this is, as we pray and look 

for the Israel vision to come to 

pass. There is the indication that it 

will tarry (and it has tarried long, 

by our standards), but then there’s 

the practical advice to wait for it. 

There’s also the double assurance 

that “it will not fail” and “it will 

surely come.” And then comes the 

refreshing note that He will hasten 

it in its time! 

This is consistent with 

what I’ve seen God do in my per-

sonal life. Many times, things I 

have desired, or even needed des-

perately have been delayed, but 

then in God’s time, they suddenly 

accelerate and hasten. Through it 

all, He has never failed me; 

anything that He knew to 

be necessary has arrived. 

I often like to tell Israelis 

that my grandfather was 

here praying for them. He 

was not assigned with the 

group that actually stayed 

in Jerusalem and prayed for 

seven years on the spot, but 

he did join them on several 

occasions. He also had the 

privilege of taking the 

prayer mission on around 

the world on board the 

prayer ship Coronet. Though he 

had many adventures on sea and 

land in serving the Lord, all was 

not exciting and adventuresome. 

There were plenty of negative ex-

periences, and many days and 

years of weary routine, toiling and 

praying. But in spite of his ups and 

downs, my grandfather left me a 

legacy of faithfulness. And before 

he died in 1951, he got to witness 

the birth of the resurrected nation 

of Israel! A big step forward in the 

fulfillment of the last days prophe-

cies had taken place, and his years 

of prayer were not in vain. 

So whether our ways and days 

are exciting and filled with adven-

ture and visible answers to prayer, 

or whether we have to go through 

many long, routine days of 

“patient continuance in well do-

ing,” let God’s record show that 

we never gave Him any rest until 

Jerusalem was a praise in the 

earth! a 
 

ðRobert and Sue Adams are 
faithfully staffing a prayer mission in 
Jerusalem and are worthy of full 
support by faith and by works. 
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While TIMES OF RESTORATION does not take political positions, we feel it important in this column, in order 

to provide basis for further prayer, to discuss selected current events and trends in the light of Godõs un-

changing Word. 

THE CASE FOR 

CHRISTIAN LIBERTY 

H EALTH INSUR-

ANCE REFORM, 

environmental legislation, social 

justice, tax policy. These conten-

tious issues drive the political de-

bate today in Washington and in-

spire varied emotions, from anger 

to ennui, among the population at 

large. Is there a “Christian” posi-

tion that ought to be observed on 

the political issues of the day, or 

do these matters transcend spiritu-

al concerns, demanding no more 

loyalty from a follower of Christ 

than one sports team over another? 

Theologians have long 

debated the question of the role of 

the Christian in public life, some 

coming down on the side of indif-

ference, others insisting on Chris-

tian dominion over every aspect of 

political and cultural life. In these 

days of unprecedented “change,” it 

is most important for each of us to 

understand not so much what theo-

logians contend, but what Scrip-

ture requires of us in these matters. 

The first step in unravel-

ing the tangled messages confront-

ing us in the political realm is to 

remember the basic rule of gov-

ernment. Fundamentally, the issue 

is one of how men ought to be 

governed. Theodore Roosevelt 

summed it up well in describing 

the tension between self -

government and political power. 

“It behooves us,” he said “to re-

member that men can never escape 

being governed. Either they must 

govern themselves, or they must 

submit to being governed by oth-

ers.” So throughout history, when 

self-government (or more simply, 

self-control) has failed to check 

the immoral impulses of the hu-

man heart, government control has 

increased to maintain order in so-

ciety and to provide for the 

“common good.” 

That, at least, is the con-

ventional wisdom. But missing 

from the public debate, and from 

most textbooks on political sci-

ence, is the more basic spiritual 

truth—men are incapable of true 

self-government. The Bible tells 

us that once sin entered the human 

heart, mankind began a steady spi-

ral downward into ever-increasing 

immorality and fleshly desire. On-

ly divine intervention, first in No-

ah’s day, and later at Calvary, has 

delivered our race from the death-

grip of sin. Without Christ, we do 

not truly govern ourselves; we are, 

in fact, “slaves to sin.” 

Where there is slavery, 

there is also mastery. In their revo-

lution, the French denounced God 

and instead substituted the hard 

master of central government to 

arrest the worst outrages of human 

behavior. But that itself soon col-

lapsed into a pit of corruption, as 

the tyranny of aristocracy gave 

way to that of atheistic central 

power. 

By contrast, the American 

colonies, which embraced Christi-

anity, chose self-government (the 

individual controlled by the hand 

of his Divine Master), with a weak 

central government. Such an ar-

rangement drove American pros-

perity and growth for the better 

part of the next two hundred years. 

It was only in the latter half of the 

20th century, as America began to 

turn from Christianity toward ma-

by J.H.L., Fredericksburg, Virginia 

All is not well with the socialistic welfare state 

 24    TIMES OF RESTORATION    JANUARY/FEBRUARY  2010 



JANUARY/FEBRUARY  2010    \    TIMES OF RESTORATION  25 

terialism, that government power 

began its relentless ascendancy. 

So it is that increasing 

government control must be seen 

not as a prudent exercise of power, 

but an indictment of the failure on 

the part of Christians in America 

to insist upon their right to self-

government.  The apostle Paul 

repeatedly encourages followers of 

Christ not to return again to the 

shackles of the law. Admittedly, 

Paul is making reference to the 

law of Moses and of works-based 

righteousness, yet the principle 

applies in every domain of human 

behavior, from private conduct to 

public policy. Why, having been 

set free to live a pure life in Christ, 

would we desire to placed under 

the bondage of the law? 

Some would answer that 

government control is necessary, 

not for us, but for “those other 

people” who do not live under the 

Spirit’s control. There are two 

flaws in this way of thinking. 

First, government regulation binds 

us all, Christian and non-Christian 

alike. By binding others, we will-

fully choose to bind ourselves and 

to sacrifice our liberty an inch at a 

time. Every such sacrifice of indi-

vidual liberty is a further step 

down the path which leads to the 

loss of our very freedom to wor-

ship and live without fear. Already 

in recent decades we have seen the 

loss of religious freedom in Amer-

ica because many of her citizens 

thought little of the harm to be 

done by making small sacrifices in 

the name of security and, more 

insidiously, political correctness. 

Secondly, we ought not to 

advance the cause of government 

intrusion into our lives, because it 

is a tacit admission that the gospel 

is an inadequate remedy to the 

problems of society. I repudiate 

that position, as should all who 

call themselves Christians. The 

pilgrims did not embark upon their 

journey to America to set up a 

government welfare state. There 

were no orphanages at Jamestown. 

Daniel Boone did not penetrate the 

frontier to bring government 

health care to the settlers of Ken-

tucky. In every instance our fore-

fathers sought relief from govern-

ment tyranny, and sought to estab-

lish the right of men to live and 

die by the grace of God and by the 

application of their God-given tal-

ents and industry. And where suf-

fering took hold, they shared com-

monly in bearing one another’s 

burdens, without a magistrate to 

enforce good conduct. 

Another argument for big 

government is that we must rely 

upon it to deliver charity and relief 

to those unfortunates in society 

who suffer hardship of some sort. 

By this way of thinking, taxes are 

imposed and the proceeds thereof 

delivered to the poor and needy. 

The problem with this reasoning is 

that it substitutes government ac-

tion for personal responsibility. 

Jesus taught His disciples to be 

generous, to give to the poor, to 

feed the hungry, and to clothe the 

naked. He did not teach them to 

insist that their government take, 

under threat of prison, money 

from the man on the street and 

give it to his poor neighbor. That 

would be both theft and a shirking 

of our individual duty as Chris-

tians. Yet this is what many Chris-

tians insist is the appropriate reme-

dy for our nation’s ills—increase 

taxes on the “wealthy” (anyone 

but “us”) and give the money to 

the poor. Is this Christianity in 

action, or is this taking the easy 

way out of our personal responsi-

bility? 

In fact, increasing taxation 

in the past century has contributed 

to a mindset in many Christians 

that they need not personally at-

tend to the needs of others. In es-

sence, they “gave at the office,” 

and therefore they are “off the 

hook.” At the same time, the siren 

call of prosperity and personal 

comfort distracts many of us from 

our diligence in good works. We 

tend to shun the hard labor of fol-

lowing Jesus. None of us can 

claim to have suffered the sacrific-

es for the Gospel that Paul en-

dured, but we can at least be open 

to his invitation to, as he wrote to 

Timothy, “Suffer hardship with 

me, as a good soldier of Christ 

Jesus.” 

Let us choose instead to live 

free, to insist upon our right to self

-government, to spread the gospel 

of Jesus Christ, to be doers of the 

Word, and to remember that 

“where the Spirit of the Lord is, 

there is Liberty”! a 

 
ðA home schooling father of 

four, JHL works for a defense-related 
company as a consultant on 
acquisition programs for the U. S. 
Military. He recently retired from the 
U. S. Navy Reserve with the rank of 

The pilgrims did not embark upon their journey to America to set up a 

government welfare state. There were no orphanages at Jamestown. 
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Worldwide persecution of Christians continues. Itôs not confined to Asia, either, though that seems the 

main area for it.  Letôs keep alert and in faith for Godôs true people all over the earth.  

Much of the following material comes from The Voice of the Martyrs Persecution and Prayer Alerts 

issued in October, 2009. 

India 
 

CHRISTIANS TARGETED IN VI-

OLENT ATTACKS 

 

T HE VOICE OF THE MARTYRS received 

several reports of violence against Christians in 

India in one week last October, including the following 

two incidents. 

On the morning of October 25, four men entered 

the Assembly of God church building in Old Hubli, 

Kamataka during a worship service and started taking 

notes and photographing the worshippers. When the 

pastor’s wife, Radha David (42), asked them to sit 

quietly and listen to the sermon, they immediately left. 

A few minutes later, a group of approximately 50 

Hindu militants stormed into the church. They 

threatened the believers and dragged Pastor K.M. 

David Raj (47) outside. The militants then collected the 

Bibles, Christian literature and banners and burned 

them in front of the church building. Police arrived on 

scene and brought Pastor Raj, Radha, and three other 

believers to the police station. At last report, the five 

remained in police custody. 

On the same day, Pastor Pavithra Kumar (28) was 

brutally beaten following a morning worship service in 

Mastoori town, Madhya Pradesh. Approximately 11 

Hindus called Pastor Kumar outside where they 

attacked him with their fists, wooden rods and field 

hockey sticks. Pastor Kumar was able to escape his 

assailants and run back inside the church building. 

However, he was badly injured on his hands, chest, 

back and head. 

May God help these believers to keep their eyes on 

Jesus, persevere in their faith, and not grow weary or 

lose heart (Hebrews 12:1-3). And may those who seek 

to hinder the work of the Church in India see the love 

and grace of Jesus in the lives of Indian Christians. 

China 

 

STUDENT EXPELLED FROM 

SCHOOL FOR HIS CHRISTIAN 

FAITH  

 

Chen Lee, a second-year high school student, was 

officially expelled from Huashan Middle School on 

October 20 after he signed a document confirming his 

Christian faith, according to an October 25 report from 

ChinaAid. The official notice of expulsion stated that 

he “was found by Bazhou Public Security Agency and 

other related agencies to have engaged in Christian 

gatherings. His school was notified that it should 

educate the student and persuade him to mend his 

ways. However... this student persists in his belief that 

he should not renounce his Christian belief. He can’t 

promise that he will not believe in Christianity or 

attend Christian activities.”  Due to the expulsion, Chen 

Le is now barred from taking the mandatory college 

entrance exam, disallowing him to pursue further 

education. Chen Le has responded saying, “I would 

rather be forced out of school, than deny my faith.” 

Thank God for this bold faith! And let’s ask God to 

open a door for him so he may continue his education. 

 

Philippines 
 

ELDERLY PRIEST KIDNAPPED  

 

Michael Sinnott, A 79-year-old priest from Ireland, 

was abducted by six armed men on October10 in the 

city of Pagadian near  Zamboanga (Mindanao), 

Philippines as he was conducting evening prayers in his 

home. Although no group has yet claimed 
(Continued on page 19) 

òIN EVERYTHING BY PRAYERó 
ðSubmitted by Therrill E. Morgan, Wesley Chapel, Florida 
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If you wait until they are in their teens, you have 

waited too long. Start when they are two or three, as 

soon as they are old enough to know right from 

wrong. Encourage them to confess disobedience. 

Even if they have to be punished, you can still praise 

them for owning up to what they did. And by praying 

for them and displaying your love and pride in them, 

you can leave them happy and relieved before they go 

to bed that night. 

Children need this kind of therapy, and when they 

find the special peace that comes from sins forgiven, 

they will always associate it with confessing to their 

parents as well as to God. 

Learn to recognize that shadow, that averted face 

and guilty air which always goes with wrongdoing. 

Make yourself available, stay near the child, 

especially at bedtime; give him a chance 

to confess on his own volition. If he 

hesitates, as most children will, make it 

easy for him by gentle inquiry: “Are you 

all right, son? Is anything bothering you? 

Any trouble today?” Even if you know 

what it was, don’t let on you do until he tells 

you himself. 

Then when it finally comes out, with tears, 

perhaps, and shame, do not minimize the wrong if it is 

wrong, but never, never scold or rebuke the child. 

Thank him for telling you; praise him for doing the 

right thing; then show him from the Bible just why his 

error was evil if it was sinful. If it was also 

disobedience (i.e., if he knew it was wrong), there 

may need to be a penalty; but in any case be sure to 

pray with him. Always pray. Nothing but the blood of 

Jesus applied can really take away the guilt, but that 

always does. 

A child who is allowed to suit himself on food or 

fun or any other animal pleasure will do the same with 

sex when he is older. If he snarls at cereal and cottage 

cheese and lettuce, but grabs for sugar and soda pop 

and ice cream, he will certainly seek out every other 

bodily pleasure he can find, licit or illicit. 

But a child who is made to eat what is good for 

him or else go without will soon learn that natural 

appetite is not king. Much of the battle for purity is 

won or lost right at the dinner table. Of course, if 

parents never denied themselves they make poor 

teachers for their children. But often parents find out, 

after a pampered childhood, that they have been short-

changed. It is not hypocrisy for them to resolve to do 

better by their children. Just remember this little item: 

parents must bring their own passions under control 

first. It will be hard, but never impossible. 

One of the best ways for children to learn self-

control is to have a job—regular work, in the home or 

out. As soon as a boy is old enough to carry papers or 

mow lawns on a regular basis, encourage him to do it. 

He will enjoy it at first, then later he will hate it 

cordially. But be inflexible. If God is 

merciful to you in allowing you to be 

rather  hard up,  instead of 

comfortably well off, you will have a 

much better lever to help the boy keep 

at it: the family needs the money. 

From an early age, develop the idea that 

marriage is not to be considered until at least high 

school is over. Better still, instill the idea of not 

marrying before the age of 21. Young people are 

subject to terrific pressures the other way. The great 

host of underprivileged youngsters all around who 

have not had the bracing influence of self-discipline 

and godliness will quickly slump into the lowest form 

of animal living—living together before marriage. But 

a young person who has learned self-control will 

practice it in his social relations. He will know better 

than to give way to mere physical attraction. He will 

have learned that his body is untrustworthy, and to be 

regarded with suspicion when it clamors for attention. 

The generation that knew horses had an advantage 

over us. They saw that a horse was no good until he 

was broken—taught to obey. The human body is ex-

actly the same—worthless, a menace, until brought 

into subjection to the voice of conscience. a 

(Article to be continued.) 
 

ðTeacher, Pastor, and wise father, Frank Murray 
edited The Standard, predecessor of Times of Restoration, 
for many years. The above words were first published 
under the title, ñPlain Talk About Purity.ò 

(ñRaising Pure-Hearted Families,ò continued from page 17) 

One of the best ways for children to learn self-control is to 
have a job. 

5. Teach them self control 
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What do I believe? 

I know all the answers 

to what Iõm supposed to 

say, 

but what do I believe? 
 

By what I live, 

by what I do, 

I can say all I want, 

But itõs who I am 

that shows what I 

believe. 
 

Do I believe in God? 

Not if I take 

no thought 

of Him. 
 

Do I believe that 

Jesus 

died for me? 

Not if the knowledge 

does not make me 

stop going my way 

and turn to Him. 

Do I believe that 

the Holy Spirit is in me? 

Not if I donõt listen 

to what He says. 
 

Do I believe in grace 

alone? 

Not if I tally up 

all Iõve done and think 

that will count. 
 

Do I believe in heaven 

and hell? 

Not if I take no thought 

of telling everyone 

the way to life. 
 

Do I believe 

I love God? 

Not if I donõt 

obey His word. 

Do I believe that God 

is in control of my life? 

Not if I have 

a picture perfect 

future painted 

of my own. 

Not if I wonõt give up 

anything that He 

does not want 
 

What do I believe? 

That I need God 

to show me what to 

believe, 

to show me what to live, 

to show me what to do. 
 

Is that what I believe? 

Time will tell. 

My life will show, 

and then youõll know 

what I believe. 

ñRachel Winzeler 

What Do I Believe?                                 Ro-


