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TIMES OF RESTORATION proclaims 
the glad news that the ñrestoration of 
all thingsò promised in the books of 
Matthew and Acts is under way. We 
are now living in the climactic times 
ñwhereof God spake by the mouth of 
His holy prophets that have been from 
of oldò (Acts 3:21). The Christianity of 
the Early Church with its intense reali-
ty with God, its fervent love for Christ, 
its expectancy of His return, and its 
absolute submission to the Holy Spirit 
has been restored. The return of Je-
sus Christ is imminent, and it is our 
privilege to prepare the way of the 
Lord by practicing now the way of life 
that will prevail during the Millennium. 

This publication aims to define 
and encourage that way of life, as 
understood by the Christian move-
ment known as The Kingdom. (A 
Statement of Faith is available upon 
request.) It is a humble and holy way, 
based on practice of the whole Bible 
and an acute responsiveness to the 
leadings of the Holy Spirit. Our prayer 
is that the paper will strengthen, chal-
lenge and edify all earnest Christians. 

TIMES OF RESTORATION (ISSN 
0740-9680) is published six times a 
year by The Kingdom Christian Minis-
tries, Dublin, NH 03444. Yearly mate-
rial costs are $7.00. Donations are 
accepted, but subscriptions are free 
by writing to The Kingdom Christian 
Ministries, 18 Fairwood Dr., Dublin, 
NH 03444-8320. Scripture quotations 
are usually from the American Stand-
ard Version. 
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ñFor everything 

there is a 

season . . .ò 

ñHe has made every-

thing beautiful in its 

time . . .ò 

ñBut when the full-

ness of time had 

come, God sent forth 

His Son, born of a 

woman . . .ò 

 

Ecclesiastes 3:1; 

Ecclesiastes 3:11; 

Galatians 4:4, 

ESV 
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Discipleship 
A full-time calling for full-time Christians 

Our series on Discipleship closes with the following article by a young woman fighting her way through to victory in a mun-
dane and day-to-day application of Scripture. As she points out, it½s the goal of the disciple to become the Teacher, not simply 
to emulate Him. This is a profound truth. True Discipleship includes the concept that our Teacher is looking for intelligent, devot-
ed, eager followers¹ those who find Him so attractive they want nothing more than to become what He is. ºIt is enough,» as we 
have written elsewhere this past year, ºfor the disciple that he be as his Master,» (Matthew 10:25). 

And it is motivated, as we have also pointed out in these pages, by the Love of God and by our love for God. Countless 
classic hymns and more recent songs of praise extol that love most effectively. I myself was deeply moved in a recent service by 
hearing the classic words yet again¹ 

Could we with ink the ocean fill, and were the skies of parchment made, 
Were every stalk on earth a quill, and every man a scribe by trade¹ 
To write the love of God above would drain the ocean dry, 
Nor could the scroll contain the whole, though stretched from sky to sky. 
These are evocative expressions of the inexpressible. They ring true. And in the Thanksgiving and Christmas season, His love is 

easy to respond to: this is the God we love! 
So responsive discipleship says, I love my God¹ my Redeemer, my King, my Bridegroom! I want to become such a 

person that He can see Himself in me and is drawn to me as I am to Him. This is the life of the Christian¹but it is lived out in obedi-
ence to the Teacher as well. 

All of which introduces the concept of discipline. This is what a disciple does: he undergoes the Teacher½s discipline 
(joyfully and longingly) and follows his teacher½s precepts and lifestyle. So it½s not all just fuzzy feelings. The notion of discipline, in 
fact, sometimes calls up an uneasy response among feeling-oriented Christians. It seems to militate against spontaneity, creativi-
ty, emotion. It looks like hard work. But when motivated by real love for the real Person of Jesus, discipline is something we actu-
ally hunger for. As with any true lover, we want to do what pleases Him. 

We should probably state, too, that discipline and discipleship are not means to grace and should not be seen as 
some kind of ladder to Heaven. They are the natural (or supernatural) outflow of a heart response to the love and beauty of a 
Savior whom, as Peter put it, ºnot having seen, ye love.» 

May the following testimony, like those preceding it, find a response in the hearts of all who read. 
 

ðEditor 



 

THE GIFT 

A new insight and a practical lesson 
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by Fritha Turner, McDonough, Georgia 

W HAT DOES IT MEAN to be a disciple of 

Jesus? What did those first disciples feel 

when Jesus said ñFollow meò? What caused them to 

drop everything and follow Him? 

Recently, I heard a sermon which shed some new 

light on these questions. The pastor shared some 

historical insights which filled out the picture in a way 

I had never noticed before. As a result my personal 

discipleship has grown, and the Holy Spirit has 

continued the lessons as I walk with Him. 

In Jesusô day, I learned, all the boys were educated 

in the synagogue, and there were three levels of 

maturing instruction. In the first, young boys spent 

most of their time memorizing the Torah. At the end of 

that level the best studentsðthe ones that showed the 

most promiseðcontinued on to the next, and the rest 

went home to learn the family trade. 

The second level moved on to discussing the 

Torah, studying the Law, and learning what the rabbi 

taught. After this was completed the best of the best 

moved on to the third level, while the rest went home 

to learn the family trade. 

The third level consisted of more and deeper 

studies and of learning various levitical or rabbinical 

tasks. At the end of the third level, the best of the best 

of the best sat before the rabbi who decided their 

future. As he quizzed these students, he had one main 

question in his mind, ñCan you be me?ò When, or if, 

he determined that a student actually had what it took 

to be the rabbi he would say, ñFollow me.ò The rest of 

the students went on to carry out various other levitical 

tasks, but the chosen one would become the apprentice 

to the rabbi. Now hereôs the point: his goal from then 

on was to learn how to be the rabbi. 

So with this in mind consider the impact of Jesusô 

words on His hearers. He approached grown men, 

working at making a living, who evidently had not 

ñmade the cut.ò These men had already been sent 

home to learn the family trade. They were not good 

enough. Yet Jesus said to them, ñFollow Me.ò His 

words communicated that He believed they had what it 

took to be Him. Let that thought soak in: Jesus 

believes in us. We know we believe in God, but how 

often do we consider that He believes in us? When He 

calls, He believes you have what it takes. He plucks 

you out of rejection and cradles you in acceptance. 

Now imagine with me that Peter or James or John 

had all longed to serve as a rabbi. Imagine they really 

had a heart to spend their days studying the Law and 

teaching it to the people. But no, they had been 

deemed lacking in some way. Perhaps one of them had 

a learning disability that made memorization difficult 

and was sent home after the first level, or perhaps 

another was too opinionated and clashed with his rabbi 

and was sent home after the second level. But 

then one day Jesus comes along and says, 

ñFollow me.ò Can you even imagine a 

response other than to leave your nets 

 

The Editor and 

publishing staff of 
T I M E S  O F 

RESTORATION want 

everyone who has 

contributed to making 

this magazine a success 

during the past year to 

know and feel (if 

possible) the gratitude 

of us all. Those who 

have written (about 40 

in all), as well as those 

r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r 

collecting material for 

various departments, 

have done us all a great 

service, and we 

appreciate it. 

We would 

also like to 

express deep thanks for 

financial contributions as 

well. By far the majority 

of donors went well 

beyond the call of duty, 

so to speak, sending 

a mo u n t s  gen ero us 

enough to cover several 

individual subscriptions. 

Such gestures spoke 

loudly of readersô 

appreciation, and the 

many checks for $20 and 

$25, together with some 

as high as $50 and one 

even for $100 brought a 

 

     No Ingratitude                                    Here!   ¹Editor 
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and follow? Perhaps this is why the disciples of old 

instantly dropped everything to follow Him. 

So what about me today? What is Jesus asking me 

to do? Who does he believe I can be? Right now in my 

life Jesus believes I can be physically fit. I do not 

believe this (left to myself). I fought for years to attain 

a healthy weight. I won a few battles 

here and there, but I continued to lose 

the war. The scale continued climbing 

and my energy kept falling. But Jesus 

stepped in and said, ñFollow Me (I 

believe in you).ò And that changed 

everything. In His strength, I have been 

faithfully exercising and eating well. 

He has brought resources along my 

path and encouraged me by literally 

walking with me (some of our sweetest 

talks are on my walks). And I am 

beginning to realize my practical 

goals as energy reappears 

along with a few sore 

muscles. 

On one of my walks I asked, ñJesus, 

please make my fat go away.ò I felt a nudge from the 

Holy Spirit and the question, ñWhat are you really 

asking for?ò So I thought as I walked and I came to the 

conclusion that He was not going to reach down and 

miraculously make my fat disappear (which is what I 

had inadvertently implied in my question). Then I 

asked, ñJesus, please give me the 

discipline and faithfulness I need to 

continue with my workout plan and 

diet plan, so that I will lose weight, 

gain fitness, and have a body that 

glorifies you.ò This clarified my 

position, but it was only phase one of 

my lesson. 

Phase two came a few weeks later. On 

another such walk, I began to beseech 

God again for discipline and 

faithfulness. I felt more than heard the 

answer, ñBut Iôve done it already.ò I 

was astounded as I realized all I had to 

do was accept the gift. Jesus had 

already accomplished the work, and 

my only role was to accept or believe or acknowledge 

that fact. I like the word ñacknowledge,ò because I 

already have received the gift. I just have to look at it 

and remember it exists and where it came from. Itôs for 

me. He gave it because I am fallible. 

Itôs as if my husband should come home from 

work with flowers for me. Picture him holding them 

out. I have only to accept them and they are mine. I 

suppose I also could turn my back and walk away, but 

that is such foreign behavior that I really have only one 

choice: to accept the gift. I like the picture of flowers 

because they fade and die as quickly as my memory. 

Itôs not Godôs gift that fades or dies, but my memory. I 

find itôs as short-lived as the Israelite memories of old. 

I must continually accept the gift.  

And so my prayers these days have been remixed. 

Instead of asking for what I want, I simply 

acknowledge what Jesus has done. I remember it and 

accept that He did it for me. Then I relax and keep 

walking. 

This, for me, is practical discipleship. 

ðA registered nurse and a young mother, Fritha is 
preparing with her husband Jeff for long-term mission work 
in Brazil. 

 

sense of awe and 

thanksgiving well 

beyond the ordinary. May 

God heap His blessing 

back on all  who 

appreciate these pages so 

practically. 

As the chief solicitor 

of material, I personally 

thank those whom I have 

badgered and worried and 

nagged about deadlines. 

Itôs a busy world, and few 

people have the luxury of 

taking time out for 

writing. To those for 

whom writing was a big 

step outside the familiar, 

the most heart-felt 

thanks. 

And everyone who 

reads is also grateful, 

Iôm sure. Finally we 

r e m e m b e r  t h e 

dedicated (and unpaid) 

labors of the layout and 

production staff, who 

spend many hours each 

issue to get the 

magazine into readable 

and mailable form. 

Thanks all around! 

To God, however, 

be All The Glory in 

t h i s  Season  o f 

Thanksgiving. z  

 

We know we believe in God, but how often do we consider 
that He believes in us? 

     No Ingratitude                                    Here!   ¹Editor 
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TRUE WORSHIP 
Worshiping God is more 
than you might think  

I N THIS AGE of mega-churches and praise 

bands, ñworshipò in many Christian circles has 

come to be associated with a set genre of activities: 

worship songs, worship services, and worship leaders, 

to name a few.  But what is worship? Do we even 

know any more? Ironically, this popular delineation of 

the worship genre has seemed to obscure our very 

understanding of the word. In our quest to facilitate 

worship, the sweet fragrance of true worship is often 

lost amid the means of getting there, means which too 

often supplant the end entirely. The songs, the 

testimonies, the upraised handsðthese are worship, 

arenôt they? As long as the appropriate worship 

activities are present, we call it worship and are 

content. But we are often boxed in to worship 

programs, while worship itself is frequently boxed 

out. 

So what is worship? Paraphrasing the American 

Heritage Dictionary, it is ñreverent love and 

allegiance; ardent, humble devotion.ò Can this be 

offered to our Savior through the programs of worship 

we have developed? Absolutely. Is it confined there? 

Absolutely not. ñTrue Worship,ò contrary to the self-

absorbed genre of worship I first described, is a deep 

and genuine act that goes beneath the external 

trappings of worship activities and seeks to bless the 

heart of God. 

Worship, in my own words, is to minister to God, 

to express love to Him in a way that brings a smile to 

His face; it is to please Him. It can be done by almost 

any means, and at any time. It is not a limited genre, 

nor a genre at all. It shatters the churchy, Sunday 

mold we try to impose on it and lives and breathes all 

week long. Of course it can be accomplished through 

song or testimony, but it also finds expression through 

hard work, through obedience, through victorious 

suffering, through creativity, and even through simple 

enjoyment of a blessing. Any effort made for the sake 

of our Father brings a smile to His face and can, I 

b e l i e v e , 

legitimately 

be classified as 

w o r s h i p . 

B r o t h e r 

Lawrence once 

wrote, ñOur 

sanctification does not depend upon changing our 

works, but in doing for Godôs sake what we normally 

do for our own.ò So it is with worship. Worship is not 

engaging in a specified regimen of activities, but 

performing all works for Godôs sake, and for love of 

Him. 

With this foundational understanding of what 

worship is, letôs consider four characteristics of true 

worship which I hope will refresh our vision as 

worshipers and rejuvenate all our worship activities, 

routine or not. I present these not as one who has 

mastered them, but as one who desires them and who 

cries earnestly along with you, ñLord, make me a true 

worshiper!ò 

ñFor we are the circumcision, who worship by the 

Spirit of Godéand have no confidence in the 

flesh.ò (Philippians 3:3). 

We must trust the Holy Spirit to enable us to 

worship, just as we must trust Him to enable us to do 

every other spiritual thing of which we are naturally 

incapable. We cannot offer true worship to the Lamb 

as human beings without divine enablement. Just as 

we seek His strength in other areas, so we must seek it 

in this one. Worship by the fleshðthrough self-effort, 

self-confidence, and self-relianceðis not true 

worship. Due to the worship formulas we have 

developed, itôs common to approach worship with an 

attitude that says, ñI know how to worship! Iôve done 

by Craig Sandford, Dublin, New Hampshire 

True worship is ­By the Spirit® 
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it plenty of times before! I just do this, this, and this.ò 

I can do itéI am capableéI know how. Is this 

worship by the Spirit with no confidence in the flesh? 

I tend to think of worship as being something I 

do, something I bring to God: something I draw from 

myself and bring to Him. Worship is 

on my end, delivered to God in a 

package. While it is true that it 

involves effort and personal sacrifice, 

worship by the Spirit means that even 

the ability to worship is a gift given by 

Him. It is impossible to worship 

without that enabling gift. 

I think we may try to worship by 

the flesh and get discouraged because 

we just arenôt getting through. We 

canôt drum it up, and so we go through 

the motions only. Instead, our attitude 

should be, ñHoly Spirit, you help me 

to worship the Lamb as He deserves. I 

can only be a true worshiper if you 

make me one.ò Make the effort to be 

in the Spirit, and true worship, by the 

Spirit, will flow from that. It begins 

with Him and ends with Him. Letôs not forget to ask 

for the enabling. 

ñBut the hour cometh, and now is, when the true 

worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and 

truth: for such doth the Father seek to be his 

worshipersò (John 4:23). 

Not only is true worship by the Spirit of God, but 

it also must be in our human spirits and not simply in 

our outward man. The spirit is the core of our being, 

and true worship must come from our core. It is not an 

empty shell of motionsðsongs sung, services 

attended, lip-service rendered. Albert Barnes, in his 

notes on the Bible, reinforces this with these 

comments on John 4:23: 

ñThe true worshipersðAll who truly and 

sincerely worship God. They who do it with the heart, 

and not merely in form. 

ñIn spiritðThe word óspirit,ô here, stands 

opposed to rites and ceremonies, and to the pomp of 

external worship. It refers to the ómind,ô the ósoul,ô the 

óheart.ô They shall worship God with a sincere 

ómindô; with the simple offering of gratitude and 

prayer; with a desire to glorify him, and without 

external pomp and splendor. Spiritual worship is that 

where the heart is offered to God, and 

where we do not depend on external 

forms for acceptance.ò 

Being a true worshiper goes far 

deeper than an external guise. You 

are not a true worshiper simply 

because you are dressed for worship, 

are in a place of worship, and do 

worship deeds, just as I am not a chef 

simply because I don a hat and apron 

and brandish a spatula. True worship 

is not an external cloak we put on and 

take off when weôre through. Itôs not 

a form, a ritual, or a program. True 

worship starts within, at our very 

core, and inspires our outward man 

from there. 

 

ñAnd it was given unto [the bride] 

that she should array herself in fine linen, bright and 

pure: for the fine linen is the righteous acts [worship!] 

of the saintsò (Revelation 19:8). 

True worshipðunmixed, undiluted, pure 

worshipðis and can only be about one thing: He 

whom we are worshipping. Thatôs it. End of 

discussion. That is all worship is ever about. In true 

worship, God does not share the attention with other 

elements. It is never about us, the worshippersðhow 

we think, feel, or act. True worship is never focused 

on the songs we sing, the testimonies we hear, or the 

person leading the worship. Those are peripheral 

factors in worship, not what worship is about. 

True worship can only be about one thing: the 

Worshiped One. When the peripheral factors become 

important, the purity of our worship becomes clouded. 

It is no longer true worship: it is diluted, split, 

unfocused. Caught up in the peripherals, we are very 

limited in when and how we can worship, because 

they are constantly changing and can in fact hinder us. 

Worship is to express love to Him in a way that brings a 
smile to His face; it is to please Him.  

True worship is ­In Spirit® 
True worship is ­Pure® 
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We dislike a particular song, the leaderôs tie is loud 

and distracting, that lingering cold keeps us from 

singing heartily, and therefore we cannot worship. 

Worship turns over and goes to sleep because the 

method disagrees with us. 

But no! Worship is about the One being 

worshipped, and He never changes! He is ever-

constant. Worship is therefore always possible! I 

donôt say it is always easy, but because of Who God 

is, it is always possible to worship Him. If it seems 

impossible, the problem is on our end, not His. He can 

be honored at all times, 

regardless of our circumstances. 

Worship is reverent love and 

allegiance toward God, not 

songs and testimonies. It is 

concentrated, focused attention 

centered on God and God alone, 

not diluted with extraneous 

concerns or focused on the 

elements of worship. Those 

elements are our starting blocks. 

Once weôre off them, we run 

like the wind and never look back. God only is the 

goal of worship. 

ñAnd the priest shall burn the whole on the altar, 

for a burnt-offering, an offering made by fire, of a 

sweet savor unto Jehovahò (Leviticus 1:9). 

True worship does not consist of a partial sac-

rifice. Our entire being must go on the altar when we 

are worshiping God. Everything. Body, soul, and spir-

it. Every one of our facets must be consumed in His 

worship. Whole worship means worshiping God with 

our complete being, not simply a portion of it that we 

open when convenient while keeping the rest off-

limits. True worshipers reserve no part of themselves 

from God when they are worshiping Him. To be hon-

est, this is hard for me. Itôs easier to hold reserves or 

merely dabble in partial worship because Iôm lazy or 

lack commitment. But I want Him to have it all. I 

donôt want to tease Him with a meager crumb, then 

withdraw. I want to bring a whole offering. 

We encounter various ditches in this concept 

of whole worship, due to the distinct parts of our be-

ing and the challenge of their integration. It may come 

more naturally to us to engage a certain part and not 

another, and thankful for that, we are satisfied with a 

lopsided form of worship: body worship which fills 

only the outward man; soul worship which awakens 

only emotions and intellect; even spirit worship which 

doesnôt impact our bodies and souls can be frustrating 

and incomplete. Whole worship encompasses all, be-

ginning with the spirit and spreading to envelop soul 

and body as well. 

While on the topic, Iôd like to 

clarify that bodily worship is 

biblical! Scriptural precedent 

shows it is acceptable for us to 

use ñthis mortal coilò to 

demonstrate the posture of our 

spirits. True worshippers in 

Bible days are seen falling on 

their knees, falling flat on their 

faces, lifting holy hands, cast-

ing down golden crowns, 

dancing before the Lord, and 

throwing down palm branches as they cry out, 

ñHosanna!ò These are all physical, bodily expressions 

of worship. Demonstrating praise physically is not 

evil! It is perfectly appropriate when the spirit is en-

gaged. We react to it when the spirit is not engaged, 

as it seems shallow, experiential, and more about the 

worshipper than the Worshiped One. In True Wor-

ship, however, worshipping in spirit, soul, and body is 

desirable, and recommended. 

And so, True Worship is by the Spirit, it is in 

spirit, it is pure, and it is whole. It is our privilege and 

duty, and it is possible! The Lamb upon His throne is 

worthy of many lifetimes of worship, so we who owe 

Him glory ñbetter start that debt to pay.ò z  
 
 
 
 
 

ðAn anointed musician who uses his gift in true 
worship, Craig is also a live-in Dormitory Supervisor for 
the men at Fairwood Bible Institute. 

True worship can only be about one thing:  
the Worshiped One. 

True worship is ­Whole® 
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LǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎ άƴŜƎŀǘƛǾŜέ ǇŀǊǘ 
of the state-of-the-marriage review first so we can 
end on the happy notes of what we love most about 
each other and the goals for our future together that 
ǿŜΩǊŜ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘΦ 

!ƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƛƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ 
for in the life God has given us together. Proverbs 
21:9 and 19 say that it would be better to live on a 
corner of the roof, or even in a desert, than with a 
quarrelsome and ill-tempered wife. I want my hus-
band to look forward to coming home to me each 
day. We got married because we found much to like 
about each other, so why would either of us choose 
to dwell on the few picky things that irritate us? 

hƘ ŘŜŀǊΦ 5ƻŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜŀƴ LΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ 
bite my tongue and ignore the fact that somebody 
just left three squares of toilet paper on the roll with-

out changing it? z  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Deborah Raney is at work on her nineteenth novel. 
She and her husband, Ken Raney, have been married for 35 
years. They have four children, two little grandsons, and 
enjoy small- town life in Kansas. Visit Deborah's website 
at http://www.deborahraney.com.  

 

(Marriage Perspectives, continued from page 11) 

Marriage Perspectives Discussion:  

Read Proverbs 26:21, Proverbs 27:15-17, and 2 Timothy 2:23-24. 

1. What are some pet peeves about your spouse that you need to let go? 

2. Do you have any annoying habits that you could choose to change as an act of love for 

your spouse? 

3. Do you and your spouse have other issues that truly need to be dealt with? How can you 

determine the difference? How can you deal with either type of issue in a loving manner? 

4. What does the Bible have to say about how we should handle petty annoyances? Read 

Proverbs 19:11, Proverbs 15:1 and Ephesians 4:2. 

5. Read Proverbs 27:15-мт ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ Ƙƻǿ ǾŜǊǎŜ мт ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀ άǊŜƳŜŘȅέ ŦƻǊ ǾŜǊǎŜǎ 

15 and 16. 

tǊŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǇƻǳǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŀƭƭƻǿ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǇŜǘǘȅ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ȅƻǳΦ 



10  TIMES OF RESTORATION    \   NOVEMBER/DECEMBER  2009 

by Tobi Layton 

A  S I WRITE THIS, I am staring at an incred-

ible annoyance. Itôs a small thingïïjust an 

empty bag of chips. But it has been in its resting spot 

for three and a half days now. (Yes, Iôm keeping 

track.) Of course I could easily throw it away and I 

would no longer have to look at it. But you see, I did-

nôt leave it there, so why should I have to take care of 

it? 

My husband, the person responsible for this atroc-

ity, could just as easily pick it up. So instead, I will 

roll my eyes every time I walk by it, mumble under 

my breath about how ridiculous it is to leave trash 

lying around the house, and try to bite my tongue 

while I keep track of how long it takes Ryan to finally 

realize the error of his ways and correct the wrong. 

I know from past history that his ability to ignore 

his offense will inevitably outlast my ability to keep 

quiet about it. I will either grumpily ask him to throw 

the bag away ñsometime in this century,ò or I will use 

it as fuel for our next argument, which, whether it 

starts on this topic or not, will undoubtedly expand to 

cover the disparity in household chores. The bag will 

either become fodder for a twenty-minute argument or 

it will cause resentment and general crankiness in our 

household for up to an entire afternoon. But at least I 

wonôt have to throw the stinkinô bag away myself! I 

will have won! 

Or will I? 

After six years of marriage, I have realized that 

itôs usually easier to just pick up after my husband 

than to try to 

ñtrainò him to 

clean up after himself. Unfortunately, realizing and 

learning are not always interconnected. Far more of-

ten than I apply this life lesson, pride or indignation 

cause me to ignore it. After all, I really am right! 

Ryan should take care of his own messes. But then, 

Iôm sure there are countless times I wrong him and, 

for the most part, he keeps it to himself. Unlike me, 

Ryan has never rattled off a laundry list of wrongdo-

ings. In fact, today, for the first time, he finally 

brought up a fairly major offense of mine from five 

years ago. 

When we moved into our old farmhouse I enthu-

siastically painted all the walls and then proceeded to 

slap four coats of white paint on the window frames. 

Ryan warned me not to paint the windows shut, but in 

my haste, I ignored him and permanently ñlockedò 

every single one. Today, we were washing those win-

dows, a tedious process that involves borrowing a lad-

der, navigating bushes and wasp nests, detaching the 

storm windows, and after a thorough scrubbing, at-

tempting to match screw holes. 

Ryan is not the most patient worker bee. After 

being on the receiving end of a few gruff answers and 

overhearing choice words muttered under his breath, I 

let him know that he had no right to talk so harshly to 

me. I included in my rant a list of his latest offenses 

and a few not-so-recent ones. When I was finished, 

Ryan reminded me that I should know by now that he 
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