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Disciples

A fultime calling for-fintle Christians o

Our series on Discipleship closes with the following article by a young woman fighting her way through to victo
daneanddagday application of Script ur éecomtte Teather, npt simplyt s ¢
to emulate Him. This is a profound truth. True Discipleship includes the concept that our Teached@gdboking for int
ed, eager followetsh ose who find Him so attractive they want
have written el sewhere this past year, °for the dis

And it is motivated, as we have also pointed out in these pages, by the Love of God and by our love for God.
classic hymns and more recent songs of praise extol that love most effectively. | myself was deeply rhgved in a rece
hearing the classic words yet again

Could we with ink the ocean fill, and were the skies of parchment made,

Were every stalk on earth a quill, and every man a séribe by trade

To write the love of God above would drain the ocean dry,

Nor could the scroll contain the whole, though stretched from sky to sky.

These are evocative expressions of the inexpressible. They ring true. And in the Thanksgiving andsChristmas se
easy to respondtass the God we love!

So responsive discipleship /eagsimy Goany Redeemer, my King, my Bridegroom! | want to become such &
person that He can see Himself in me and is drawn to me as | am to Him. This istthetifeiofittesl Clulsidin
ence to the Teacher as well.

Al | of which introduces the concept of discipl.@
(joyfully and Il ongingly) and foll ows his dsepinehner %¥%s
fact, sometimes calls up an uneasy response arwignfedli@gristians. It seems to militate against spontaneity, creativ
ty, emotion. It looks like hard work. But when motivated by real love for the real Person of Jesusediscipline is some
allyhunger for. As with any true lowenieedo what pleases Him.

We should probably state, too, that discipline and discipleship are not means to grace and should not be
some kind laidder to Heaven. They are the natural (or supernatural) outflow of a heart respomsatytio¢ dove and
Savior whom, as Peter put it °not having seen, y e

May the following testimony, like those preceding it, find a response in the hearts of all who read.

d Editor
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THE GIFT

by Fritha Turner, McDonough, Georgia

A new insight and a practical lesson 5

AT DOES IT MEAN to be a disciple of took to be Him. Let that thought soak in: Jesus
Jesus? What did those first disciples feebelieves in us. We know we believe in God, but how

when Jesus said AFol | ow offaredp We cvisidet thatcHe beliewes in tusi &imen Heo
drop everything and follow Him? calls, He believes you have what it takes. He plucks

Recently, | heard a sermon which shed some newou out of rejection and cradles you in acceptance.
light on these questions. The pastor shared some Now imagine with me that Peter or James or John
historical insights which filled out the picture in a wayhad all longed to serve as a rabbi. Imagine they really
I had never noticed before. As a result my personddad a heart to spend their days studying the Law and
discipleship has grown, and the Holy Spirit hageaching it to the people. But no, they had been
continued the lessons as | walk with Him. deemed lacking in some way. Perhaps one of them had

In Jesusd6 day, I | ear n akkarning didability that made ynamonezaionediffieuti u ¢ &
in the synagogue, and there were three levels @nd was sent home after the first level, or perhaps
maturing instruction. In the first, young boys spentanother was too opinionated and clashed with his rabbi
most of their time memorizing the Torah. At the end ofind was sent home after the second level
that level the best studedtshe ones that showed the then one day Jesus comes along and says,
most promisd continued on to the next, and theresfiFol | ow me. 6 Can
went home to learn the family trade. response other than to leave your

The second level moved on to discussing tr-
Torah, studying the Law, and learning what the rajjii
taught. After this was completed the best of the b

moved on to the third level, while the rest went hdili} -
to learn the family trade. N 0 I ng ratltu e

The third level consisted of more and de! The Editor and We would
studies and of learning various levitical or rabbin'ﬁ publishing staff of also like to
tasks. At the end of the third level, the best of the TIMES O F express deep thanks
of the best sat before the rabbi who decided RESTORATION want financial contributions
future. As he quizzed these students, he had one T everyone who has well. By far the majorit:
question in his mind, | contributed to making of donors went we
he determined that a student actually had what it tc this magazine a success peyond the call of dut
to be the rabbi he wo ulll during the past year to 5o  to speak, sendi
the students went on to carry out various other Iev& know and feel (f amounts generot
tasks, but the chosen one would become the appr possible) the gratitude enough to cover seve
to the rabbi. Now here i of us all. Those who individual subscription:
on was to learn how toethe rabbi. have written (about 40 sych gestures spo

So with this in mind in all), as well asthose | oudl vy o f
words on His hearers. He approached grown m responsible for appreciation, and t
working at making a living, who evidently had fjj collecting material for many checks for $20 a
fimade the cut. o These r various departments, $25 together with son
home to learn the family trade. They were not @ have done us all a great as high as $50 and o
enough. Yet Jesus sai dg service, and we eyen for $100 brought
words communicated that Heelievedthey had what i- appreciate it.
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and follow? Perhaps this is why the disciples of olp | ease make my fat go away.
instantly dropped everything to follow Him. Holy Spirit and the questio

So what about me today? What is Jesus askingnees ki ng f or 20 So | thought as
to do? Who does he believe | can be? Right now in mgonclusion that He was not going to reach down and

We know we believe in God, but how often do we consider
that He believes in us?

life Jesus believes | can be physically fit. | do notmiraculously make my fat disappear (which is what |
believe this (left to myself). | fought for years to attainhad inadvertently implied in my question). Then |

a healthy weight. | won a few bat N] asked, iJesus, pl eas
here and there, but | continued to ‘ discipline and faithfulness | need to

the war. The scale continued climb continue with my workout plan and

and my energy kept falling. But Je diet plan, so that | will lose weight,
stepped in and ( gdire fitness, and have a body that
believe in you) 0 And t glorifies you. O Thi s
everything. In His strength, | have b¢ position, but it was only phase one of
faithfully exercising and eating we ~ v my lesson.

He has brought resources along Phase two came a few weeks later. On

path and encouraged me by liter + another such walk, | began to beseech
walking with me (some of our swee ’ God again for discipline and

talks are on my walks). And | § faithfulness. | felt more than heard the

beginning to realize my practi — answer, ABut | 6ve don
goals as energy reapp i was astounded as | realized all | had to
along with a few sol "" do was accept the gift. Jesus had

muscles. already accomplished the work, and
On one of my wal kmsy orly roke svdsdodacceptiod lelfevwe or, acknowledge

t hat fact . I l' i ke the word
already have received the gift. | just have to look at it
.and remember it exists and w
Herei!Editor me. He gave it because | am fallible.
ltdés as if my husband sho
sense of awe and the most heatfelt — work with flowers for me. Picture him holding them
thanksgiving  well thanks. [l out. | have only to accept them and they are mine. |

beyond the ordinary. May ~ And everyone whi _ suppose | also could turn my back and walk away, but
God heap His blessing reads is also grateft [l that is such foreign behavior that | really have only one
back on all who I 6m sure. i:chon:a to lagcept wie gift. | like the picture of flowers

appreciate these pages soremember th: M pecause they fade and die as quickly as my memory.

practically. dedicated (and unpai a1 t 6 s not Godods gift that fac
As the chief solicitor labors of the layoutar ™ f | nd i t-lfved asatlse Issadlite memories of old.

of material, | personally production staff, whc g | must continually accept the gift.

thank those whom | have spend many hours ea And so my prayers these days have been remixed.

badgered and worried and issue to get th Jinstead of asking for what | want, | simply

nagged about deadlines. magazine into readab 2 acknowledge what Jesus has done. | remember it and
It 6s a busy amdr imallable aforcdh BFaecept that He did it for me. Then | relax and keep
people have the luxury of Thanks all around! walking.

taking time out for To God, howevel u This, for me, is practical discipleship.

writing. To those for be All The Glory in B 8 A registered nurse and a young mother, Fritha is
whom writing was a big this Season o = preparing with her husband Jeff for lotgrm mission work

step outside the familiar, Thanksgivingz " Brazil.

A B BB EEEEEENI|
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TRUE WORSHI|

by Craig Sandford, Dublin, New Hampshire

Worshiping God is more
than you might think

N THIS AGE of megachurches and praise

bands, Awor shipo i n nbehigveGh
come to be associated with a set genre of activitietegitimately
worship songs, worship services, and worship leaderbg classified as
to name a few. But whds worship? Do we even worship.
know any more? Ironically, this popular delineationofB r o t h e r
the worship genre has seemed to obscure our vebawrence once
understanding of the word. In our quest to faciltatevr ot e ,
worship, the sweet fragrance of true worship is oftesanctification does not depend upon changing our
lost amid the means of getting there, means whichto@o r k s , but in doing for Go
often supplant the end entirely. The songs, thd o f or our own. o So it is \
testimonies, the upraised hafddese are worship, engaging in a specified regimen of activities, but
arenot they? As l ong apertfloe mapgrapti asoe kwofreshi @
activities are present, we call it worship and aredim.
content. But we are often boxed in to worship  With this foundational understanding of what

programs, while worship itself is frequently boxedwor shi p i s, |l et 6s consider
out. worship which | hope will refresh our vision as

So what is worship? Paraphrasing theerican worshipers and rejuvenate all our worship activities,
Heritage Dictionary it i S i r e v erougne br not. b present thesel not as one who has
all egiance; ardent , h u mrbakstered theamy butt as ene who destes themtahdiwkio b

offered to our Savior through the programs of worshig r i es earnestly al ong with
we have developed? Absolutely. Is it confined therewor shi per ! 0

Absolutely not. ATr ue - Wo r ifdr weparedthe ciroumtision, who waorstip theh e s «

absorbed genre of worship | first described, is a dee

and genuine act that goes beneath the extenTr ue wor ship 1 s - B

trappings of worship activities and seeks to bless the

heart of God. Spirit of Go@ and have no confidence in the
Worship, in my own words, is to minister to God,flesh 6 ( Phi |l i ppi ans 3: 3).

to express love to Him in a way that brings a smile to We must trust the Holy Spirit to enable us to

His face; it is to please Him. It can be done by almostorship, just as we must trust Him to enable us to do

any means, and at any time. It is not a limited genre&very other spiritual thing of which we are naturally

nor a genre at all. It shatters the churchy, Sundaycapable. We cannot offer true worship to the Lamb

mold we try to impose on it and lives and breathes alis human beings without divine enablement. Just as
week long. Of course it can be accomplished througive seek His strength in other areas, so we must seek it
song or testimony, but it also finds expression through this one. Worship by the fled8hthrough seHeffort,

hard work, through obedience, through victoriousself-confidence, and selkliancé® is not true
suffering, through creativity, and even through simplevorship. Due to the worship formulas we have
enjoyment of a blessing. Any effort made for the sakel e vel oped, itds common to
of our Father brings a smile to His face and can, &t t i t ude t hat says, il Kno\
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it plenty of times before«l!lt elr njalstwoda hi pitheed ¢ otinde $G@ r an
I can do it él am capabd leedThek shalwworehipwGod Wwith a tsimders
worshipby the Spiritwith no confidence in the fle8h 6 mi nwdtld the simple offering of gratitude and

| tend to think of worship as being something prayer; with a desire to glorify him, and without
do, something bring to God: something | draw from external pomp and splendor. Spiritual worship is that

Worship is to express love to Him in a way that brings a
smile to His face; it is to please Him.

myself and bring to Him. Worship where the heart is offered to God, and
on my end, delivered to God in p where we do not depend on external
package. While it is true that . forms for acceptance.
involves effort and personal sacrific Q Being a true worshiper goes far
worshipby the Spiritmeans that eve : deeper than an external guise. You
th_e ability_to \_/vorship_ is a gift given t . are not a true worshiper simply
without that endbling gt o ¢ are in a place of worahip, and do.

| think we may try to worship b m*%« worship deeds, just as | am not a chef
the flesh and get discouraged bece simply because | don a hat and apron

we just arenot

candét drum it up
the motions only. Instead, our attitu
shoul d be, yofihttpimg
to worship the Lamb as He deserve
can only be a true worshiper you

yahd brandish a spatula. True worship

is hohan extendl cloak we put on and
take off when wedre t
a form, a ritual, or a program. True

worship starts within, at our very

core, and inspires our outward man

make me one. 0 Mas fronothere.e
in the Spirit, and true worshigpy the
Spirit, will flow from that. It begins fiAnd it was given unto [the bride]
with Him and ends wit h that she shbhuldtardag herseif tin firfe direrg bright and a s
for the enabling. pure: for the fine linen is the righteous acts [worship!]

: : True worship is -Pu
True worship 1is ———— T

of the saintso (Revelation 1
fiBut the hour cometh, and now is, when the true True worshi@® unmixed, undiluted, pure
worshippers shall worship the Fathier spirit and worshipd is and can only be about one thing: He
truth: for such doth the Father seek to be hisshom we ar e wor shipping.
wor shiperso (John 4: 23) .discussion. That is all worship is ever about. In true
Not only is true worship by the Spirit of God, but worship, God does not share the attention with other
it also must be in our human spirits and not simply irelements. It is never about us, the worshippdrew
our outward man. The spirit is the core of our beingwe think, feel, or act. True worship is never focused
and true worship must come from our core. It is not ann the songs we sing, the testimonies we hear, or the
empty shell of motior® songs sung, services person leading the worship. Those are peripheral
attended, lipservice rendered. Albert Barnds, his  factors in worship, not what worship is about.
notes on the Biblereinforces this with these True worship can only be about one thing: the
comments on John 4:23: Worshiped One. When the peripheral factors become
fiThe true worshipersd All who truly and important, the purity of our worship becomes clouded.
sincerely worship God. They who do it with the heart]t is no longer true worship: it is diluted, split,
and not merely in form. unfocused. Caught up in the peripherals, are very
fln spirtd T h e wor d heées gtandsi limjtedl in when and how we can worship, because
opposed to rites and ceremonies, and to the pomp thfey are constantly changing and can in fact hinder us.
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We dislike a particul ar ofswle gaqgrshig, tdue to the distinet pdts of eui be- i s
and distracting, that lingering cold keeps us froning and the challenge of their integration. It may come
singing heartily, and therefore we cannot worshipmore naturally to us to engage a certain part and not
Worship turns over and goes to sleep because tlamother, and thankful for that, we are satisfied with a
method disagrees with us. lopsided form of worship: body worship which fills

But no! Worship is about the One beingonly the outward man; soul worship which awakens
worshipped, and He never changes! He is -eveonly emotions and intellect; even spirit worship which
constant. Worship is therefore always possible! Hoesndt i mpact our bodies ¢

True worship can only be about one thing:
the Worshiped One.

dondét say it is al ways eandmngomplete.uNtholebworshiplescempasdes altbe G
is, it is always possible to worship Him. If it seemsginning with the spirit and spreading to envelop soul
impossible, the problem is on our end, not His. He caand body as well.

Worship is reverent love ar £ piblical! Scriptural precedent
allegiance toward God, n 4 showsitis acceptable for us to
songs and testimonies. It use At his mort al
concentrated, focused attent demonstrate the posture of our
centered on God and God alo spirits. True worshippers in
not diluted with extraneot Bible days are seen falling on
concerns or focused on t their knees, falling flat on their
elements of worship. Thoy . faces, lifting holy hands, cast-
elements are our starting bloc : : glng down golden crowns,
Once wedre of™ — PP T - dancing before the Lord, and
like the wind and never look bacl@od onlyls the throwmg down palm branches as they cry out,
goal of worship. iHosanna! o0 These are all pt
fiAnd the priest shall burthe wholeon the altar, of worship. Demonstrating praise physically is not
for a burntoffering, an offering made by fire, of a evil! It is perfectly appropriatevhenthe spirit is en-
sweet savor unt o JehovahgagedWeeeadt toiit whers thelspir® )s not engaged,
as it seems shallow, experiential, and more about the
. . worshipper than the Worshiped One. In True Wor-
True worship 1 s shidHawed, \ﬁ)r@pping in spirit, soahd bodyis
desirable, and recommended.
True worship does not consist of a partial sac- And so, True Worship iby the Spirit it isin
rifice. Our entire being must go on the altar when wespirit, it is pure, and it iswhole It is our privilege and
are worshiping God. Everything. Body, soul, and spirduty, andit is possiblé The Lamb upon His throne is
it. Every one of our facets must be consumed in Higvorthy of many lifetimes of worship, so we who owe
worship. Whole worship means worshiping God withHi m gl ory fAbetterz start the
our complete beingnot simply a portion of it that we
open when convenient while keeping the rest off
limits. True worshipers reserve no part of themselves
from God when they are worshiping Him. To be hon-
est , this is hard for . easi
mer el y dabbie th parti g dhese hibi do el o iy nd, 7
lack commitment. But | want Him to have it all. | the men at Fa|rwood Bible Institute.
dondét want to tease Him with a meager cr umb, t hen
withdraw. | want to bring a whole offering.
We encounter various ditches in this concept

be honored at all time Whil e on the topi
regardless of our circumstanc\ @ 4 clarify that bodily worship is
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(Marriage Perspectivessontinued from pag#1) out changing itz

LGQAa AYLERNIFYyG GKFEG ¢S o~ dwxx <& dx Qe LI NI
of the stateof-the-marriage review first so we can ‘
end on the happy notes of what we love most about
each other and the goals for our future together that
5SQNBE SEOAGSR | 62dzio
YR KIFI{iQa GKS LRAYylGD ¢ KSN 0S AN GST
for in the life God has given us together. Proverbs
21:9 and 19 say that it would be better to live on a
corner of the roof, or even in a desert, than with a
guarrelsome and #tempered wife. | want my hus-
band to look forward to coming home to me each
day. We got married because we found much to like
about each other, so why would either of us choose

i i irri 2 Deborah Raneyis at work on her nineteenth novel.
to awell on the few picky things that irmtate us? She and her husband, Ken Raney, have been married for 35

A AL . . ears, They have four children, two little grandsons, and
hK RSFENXY» 52Sa uKld Yéri'oyfsméﬁlié\}v’n lifd & Kayisds. Ws# De ial%SvebSlté

bite my tongue and ignore the fact that somebody  athtip://www.deborahraney.cam
just left three squares of toilet paper on the roll with-

Marriage Perspectives Discussion:

Read Proverbs 26:21, Proverbs 27:1%, and 2 Timothy 2:224.
1 «What are some pet peeves about your spouse that you need to let go?

2 « Do you have any annoying habits that you could choose to change as an act of lo\
your spouse?

3 « Do you and your spouse have other issues that truly need to be dealt with? How c:
determine the difference? How can you deal with either type of issue in a loving mannel

4 « What does the Bible have to say about how we should handle petty annoyances?
Proverbs 19:11, Proverbs 15:1 and Ephesians 4:2.

5.ReadProverb527:1|5T YR RA&Odzad K2g OSNHES wmT fR 0S
15 and 16.
t N} & G6AGK 82dNJ 8L12dzaS GKFHG &2dz 62y QG | ¢ by e ik
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Marriage Perspectives:
Choosing Your Battles

A Fresh Perspective

by Tobi Layton

A S | WRITE THIS, | am staring at an incred- than to try tc
ible annoyance. Ités a small thingi jussan At r ai no TR ekt
empty bag of chips. But it has been in its resting spatlean up after himself. Unfortunately, realizing and
for three and a half d egrring areonot. alwalysYimesconnettdd .mFar knere @f-i n ¢
track.) Of course | could easily throw it away and Iten than | apply this life lesson, pride or indignation
would no longer have to look at it. But you see, | didcause me to ignore it. After all, | reallgm right!

nét | eave it there, so Whapshauldtake cade of histoarnvneessésoBut tleek, e ¢

it? Il m sure there are countl e
My husband, the person responsible for this atrodor the most part, he keeps it to himself. Unlike me,

ity, could just as easily pick it up. So instead, | will ~ Ryan has never rattled off a laundry list of wrongdo-

roll my eyes every time | walk by it, mumble underings. In fact, today, for the first time, hinally
my breath about how ridiculous it is to leave trastbrought up a fairly major offense of mine from five
lying around the house, and try to bite my tongueears ago.
while | keep track of how long it takes Ryan to finally =~ When we moved into our old farmhouse | enthu-
realize the error of his ways and correct the wrong. siastically painted all the walls and then proceeded to

I know from past history that his ability to ignore slap four coats of white paint on the window frames.
his offense will inevitably outlast my ability to keep Ryan warned me not to paint the windows shut, but in
quiet about it. | will either grumpily ask himtothroomy hast e, I ignored him ar
the bag away MfAsomet i me ieverysiigle esne.dedayt we wgre viashimg those wimi | |
it as fuel for our next argument, which, whether itdows, a tedious process that involves borrowing a lad-
starts on this topic or not, will undoubtedly expand tader, navigating bushes and wasp nests, detaching the
cover the disparity in household chores. The bag wiktorm windows, and after a thorough scrubbing, at-
either become fodder for a twentyinute argument or tempting to match screw holes.
it will cause resentment and general crankiness in our Ryan is not the most patient worker bee. After
household for up to an entire afternoon. But at leasthieing on the receiving end of a few gruff answers and
wonot have to throw t he overlearingkchoité®wordsangtteredwader hisigreah, |l f !
will have won! let him know that he had no right to talk so harshly to

Or will 1? me. | included in my rant a list of his latest offenses

After six years of marriage, | have realized thatand a few nesorecent ones. When | was finished,
itéds wusually weasier to Ryanseminded ncekhatlughouldKndwey nowrtlat he u s |
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