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"Lift up your heads, 

O ye gates; And be 

ye lifted up, ye ever-

lasting doors: And 

the King of glory 

will come in..." 

Psalm 24:7 
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Again, we are seeking the Master½s teaching about what a life based 
on His ways should look like. What can we learn, what can we do, so that we 
actually resemble His followers? 

Here are some serious reflections on an all-too-often neglected area of Discipleship. Its parameters are expressed by 
the apostle John, when he says (1 John 3:3) ºEvery one that hath this hope set on him, purifieth himself, even as He is pure.» This is 
ºThe Apostolic Standard.» How do we measure up? 

ðEditor 

Discipleship 

A NOTHER CHRISTIAN LEADER has 

fallen. I know that ministers fall into sin 

and leave the ministryïan indicator of the intense 

attacks that the enemy directs against those who 

dare to shepherd Godôs people. The difference is 

that I know this guy. Iôve known him for a dozen 

years or more. I know some of the people that were 

in his flock and have just heard afresh of the pain 

and consternation and disarray that has come among 

them. I am reminded of what Nathan the prophet said 

to David regarding his sin in 2 Samuel 12:14, ñby this 

deed thou hast given great occasion to the enemies of 

the Lord to blaspheme.ò 

When something like this happens we often 

wonder, ñIf he can fall, what hope is there for me?ò I 

was once troubled by such thoughts, but having 

endured the same battle for a long time Iôve found 

plenty of clues that indicate where things go wrong, or 

more importantly where they started to go wrong, 

long before the ñcrash and burn.ò 

For instance, I heard about a seminary class one 

time where the name of a prominent leader who had 

had a major moral failing came up. Among the 

zealous young men arose the same question: ñIf he 

can fall, what hope is there for me?ò Finally the 

instructor suggested they contact the man to see if he 

would come talk to them and answer their questions, 

and he agreed. The gist of what he communicated to 

the students was this: if you walk close to the edge of 

the cliff there is a real danger of falling off. This 

revealed that even while he had projected the image 

of a strong, victorious Christian leader, things had 

by William Abram, Port Orchard, Washington 

Moral failure is not inevitable 

AWAY FROM THE CLIFF 
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begun to go quite wrong in his thought life and faith 

life. He had been on a slippery sin slope for some time 

before his failure, even as he continued to speak on the 

things of God. 

Such stories abound. Some time ago I read of a 

leader who was experiencing defeat in his thought life 

that left him very discouraged. As he pondered his 

predicament he wondered to whom he could go for 

help. Finally he thought of someoneïthe epitome of 

having it togetherïand made an appointment. After 

sharing what was going on in his life, he was dismayed 

as the other manôs eyes teared up and he confessed to 

the same problem, only worse. He was sadly unable to 

give the desired counsel, and in a short time his whole 

life collapsed around him. He, too, left the ministry. 

Though I donôt know any particulars in the case 

Iôm concerned with, something like this probably 

happened with him, too. What are the indicators and 

factors in understanding this battle? What do we do? Is 

it possible, in this time of moral filth, graphic images 

everywhere, and unthinkable things being freely 

discussed and debated in the public square, to live pure 

and victoriously? The answer is Yes. There is wisdom 

to be had that can both equip and prevent 

discouragement. 

One of my favorite scriptures is Titus 2:11-12, 

ñFor the grace of God that brings salvation has 

appeared to all men, teaching usò (in the words of one 

modern version) ñto say ónoô to ungodly and worldly 

lusts.ò How do we apply that ñgrace of Godò so that 

whether we are Christian leaders or simply earnest 

sheep seeking to follow our shepherd we are in no way 

giving occasion to the enemies of God? 

What follows here are thoughts from reading 

Amazing Faith, a book about Bill Bright, founder and 

leader of ñCampus Crusade for Christ.ò As a 

committed Christian he burned ñbrightò for God from 

the time of his salvation as a young adult and did not 

swerve from the path to the time of his death decades 

later. 

ñNo unconfessed sinò was his personal motto, and 

he insisted that those who worked with him live that 

way as well. He was refreshing in the way that he 

didnôt let himself get bogged down in what he 

perceived as his sinful side. As a saved man he simply 

dealt with it as soon as it came up. Not all liked his 

approach, but ñbreath in, breath outò was part of how 

he did it. As the air inevitably comes into our lungs 

and goes back out, he made sure that for every sinful 

act, thought, or response that came into his life, just as 

surely it went back out. He would not give it time for 

its poison to work. 

Itôs important to call sin what it is, sin. But we do 

not have to let it take control. ñLord, I confess that that 

was a sinful thought or idea that I hadïplease forgive 

me and cleanse me from itò is a good prayer to have in 

our arsenal. When my children were little, I was often 

called on to pray for them for scary dreams or ñbad 

thinkingsò in the night. Though I usually didnôt feel 

very spiritual when I prayed for them, I was always 

amazed at the results. The children would settle right 

down and sleep soundly and peacefully afterward. So 

it is in constantly monitoring the ñsin scaleò: we let 

nothing accumulate, and our God is amazing in 

cleansing us from ñall unrighteousnessò (1 John 1:9). 

Itôs like keeping financially freeïthere are no 

accumulated debts to bog us down. 

I sometimes think, ñThe good news in Jesus Christ 

is so wonderful, how could anyone who has put their 

faith in Him ever go wrong?ò Understanding the 

nature of ñthe battleò gives the answer to that question. 

Spiritual warfare is real, affecting us all whether we 

want it to or not, and I have concluded that itôs even 

more intense for those in Christian leadership 

positions. 

Later in life, Bill Bright specifically warned those 

that worked with him to guard themselves against 

pitfalls. His warnings are applicable to all. The apostle 

Paul stated that he wasnôt ignorant of the enemyôs 

devices (2 Corinthians 2:11), and the key is a humble, 

diligent and earnest embracing of truths that reveal 

how the battle works. We need not be ignorant either. 

Here are some of those pitfalls that Mr. Bright warned 

against. 

 

 

 

  

This is the Great Sin, according to C.S. Lewis. Itôs 

perhaps one of the easiest sins for an effective leader, 

because itôs so easy to take to ourselves the glory that 

only belongs to God. In appointing leaders in 1 

Timothy 3:6 Paul says, ñnot a novice, lest being lifted 

up with pride he fall into the condemnation of the 

Is it possible to live pure and victoriously? The answer is Yes. 

PRIDE 
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devil.ò Maturity, however, doesnôt guarantee that the 

danger of pride is over. That evil spirit gives itself 

away when we feel a sense of ñhaving it all togetherò 

or infallibility.  

I could wish that the gospel would just put us on a 

magic plateau, unreachable by any of that ugly sin 

stuff. While thereôs no question that we should aspire 

to higher ground, a deeper life, and complete 

sanctification, unless I have badly missed something 

itôs not that simple. In this life we never get to the 

place where we are immune to the daily, moment-by-

moment need to lean on the Savior. Consciously 

humbling ourselves ñunder the mighty hand of Godò is 

a wonderfully freeing exercise. Admitting our frailties, 

asking for prayer, and humbly interacting with Godôs 

people without putting ourselves on a pedestal, even in 

our own minds, goes a long way in making sure that 

this particular sin doesnôt have dominion over us. 

 

 

 

How hard it is for Christians in general to talk 

about this, much less admit that they might be guilty of 

it. But itôs a major hindrance to the work of God. I am 

amazed at the ñI know Iôm rightò attitude Iôve 

occasionally run into. Is that birthed in ñthe meekness 

and gentleness of Christò? (2 Corinthians 10:1). One 

woman, for example, confronted her pastor bluntly: 

ñYouôre a hypocrite.ò Why? She didnôt agree with a 

church ruling on the age of attendance for ladiesô 

meetings. I suspect she thought herself one of the most 

spiritual people on the planetïbut that isnôt the way 

she came across. Might that be a manifestation of 

carnality to which she is totally blind? 

As a young man talking with a wise person, I once 

made a disparaging comparison of myself to a peer. 

ñComparing yourself to others is carnalò was the sharp 

reply, and I have never forgotten it. None of us is 

immune to these motions of the flesh. We should learn 

to be more brutal and ruthless in dealing with such 

evidence in our own lives than in those of others. I 

would go so far as to say that this is a good application 

of destroying the ñoffending member,ò as Jesus put it 

in Matthew 5:29. No mercy to the flesh life: it must be 

cut off. 

 

 

 

How easy it is for the passage of time to wear us 

down spiritually. From believing and trusting in the 

supernatural love and intervention of God in our 

behalf, we fall into looking at life through the prism of 

the natural mind. I was recently impressed in reading 

the simple statement in Psalm 121:2, ñMy help comes 

from the Lord, who made heaven and earth.ò Wow! 

You canôt get any bigger help than that! But still we 

get our eyes off God and onto the waves, off God and 

onto the troubles of life. 

Thereôs a grand occasion right now, in this time of 

uncertainty in our economy and national affairs, to 

demonstrate faith in God. The Bible calls it ñthe good 

fight of the faith,ò which to me means shaking off 

spiritual lethargy and the cynicism and apathy that 

intrude. Instead we learn to be ñurgent in season and 

out of season.ò Every day is a good day to serve God 

with alacrity and act as if He is truly alive. That is 

what the saints in the annals of Scripture did, and we 

can do the same. Nothing about our circumstances is 

any more difficult. 

 

 

 

How easy it is to allow past disappointments to 

shackle us! We can react to glorious testimonies of 

others, thinking, ñIt didnôt work that way for me.ò Or 

we can have a sense of being let down by others. 

Painful memories of what didnôt turn out the way we 

thought can hound us. To me that all seems like the 

baggage of living that everyone must leave behind. 

Somehow we imagine these thoughts and feelings are 

unique to us. Of course they arenôt, but we all get the 

chance to choose whether to be overcomers and rise 

above them, or be neutralized and made ineffective by 

them. ñThey that know their God shall be strong and 

do exploitsò is without qualification. If we really know 

our God and donôt just talk about Him we will be 

strong when we need to be. 

The leader in question above once told me that he 

had spent the first 20 years of his ministry making sure 

(Continued on page 30) 

We never get to the place where we are immune to the daily, 
moment-by-moment need to lean on the Savior. 

LACK OF VISION 

LACK OF FAITH 

CARNALITY 
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THE REAL BUSINESS 

Life lessons from the business world 

 S OME YEARS AGO I joined a business in 

which I received a great deal of training. It 

came in various sessions, but the one I enjoyed the 

most was called ñThe Basic Five.ò It was a six-hour 

class in a secular setting, but Iôll boil it down to some 

highlights that apply to the Christian life. 

ñGive diligence to present yourself approved unto 

God, a workman that needs not to be ashamed, 

handling aright the word of truthò (2 Timothy 2:15). 

You see, we were selling a product. I quickly 

found that if youôre going to sell something, you had 

best be acquainted with it. You probably should have 

some of it on hand so people have an idea of what 

youôre trying to offer. This is knowledge. 

At the same time, we need a positive attitude about 

this product. People wonôt desire a physician until they 

know they are sick; neither will they seek a closer 

walk with God so long as they are content to get along 

without it. ñStir up the gift of God that is in youò (2 

Timothy 1:6). This involves getting rid of natural self-

interest. We are so easily trapped by thinking primarily 

of self, which creates blockage for the love of Christ 

which ought to shine through. 

ñTake heed to yourselves, lest haply your hearts be 

overcharged surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares of 

this life, and that day come on you suddenly as a 

snare,ò said Jesus (Luke 21:34), and in our world this 

can include things like concerns with what we see as 

limited abilities, lack of speaking ability, or even the 

clothes we wear and the looks of our hair. 

Why donôt we have a crowd following us around, 

wondering why weôre so happy or so peaceful, longing 

for what we have in Christ? Maybe weôre too 

complacent and filled with self. Are we so full of the 

Spirit that people can see Him rather than merely us? 

People in general, Iôve learned, donôt usually get 

motivated until they get irritatedïpushed out into 

doing what they need to do for success. For us as 

Christians, we should not need to be irritated into 

doing His will, the things God is looking for us to do. 

We ought to be motivated by the greatness of the 

Product! 

That positive attitude includes rightly feeding our 

hearts. How many of us easily go without food for a 

week? Or even a day? We need daily intake from the 

Bible. But for many, their hearts go without the 

nourishment they need, substituting the wrong kinds 

entirely: TV, the news media, cheap reading material, 

and the like. Even social relationships with ungodly 

people can be part of this wrong diet. 

Instead letôs set our minds on fire with things that 

will kindle a fire. Become obsessed with Christ! Let 

Him come in and sup with youïand then let Him be 

the host. In this 

way we can be 

ñspiritual giants.ò 

W i t h  H i m 

p r e e m i n e n t , 

nothing can shake 

us! He provides 

the knowledge we 

need to do His 

w o r k .  T h i s 

involves hard work 

on our part. Itôs not 

e a s y  t o  b e 

overcomers. We 

are not born with 

the right attitude; 

we have to work 

and work hard at 

it. But He provides 

the victory. 

by Michael Hazen, Ronks, Pennsylvania 

Attitude and Knowledge 
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Setting goals was a new thought to me. I 

immediately thought of some: more Bible reading and 

prayer. But then something more: ñThis world for 

Christ in my lifetime.ò These ideas were not new to 

me. However, it helped to put them down on paper as 

goals and then ask myself, Are these words of faith, or 

are they idle thoughts, leaving me complacently in a 

comfort zone of my own making? 

Realistically, what would this mean? Do I know 

the number of the population of the globe? Get real!  

Even if I had started evangelizing at a young age, there 

would be no way I could meet or reach this many 

people, talk their language, or travel that far. 

A year or so ago (to illustrate my point) when my 

superior suggested that I find a more suitable 

environment to work in, I started looking for a new 

job. Using the newspaper and then the internet, I found 

that just answering ads, e-mailing, faxing, and being 

interviewed in person or on the phone was exhausting! 

Getting the right résumé, revising it for each 

application, and holding down a job at the same time 

was a bit much. I found I needed to narrow the search 

to just the jobs I hoped would be more suitable. 

Regarding evangelizing the world, we need to set 

ourselves realistic goals, too. How many people would 

you like to lead to Christ this year, this month, this 

week, or today? How are we going to go about this? 

What approaches should we use? But be sensible: 

setting goals too low or too high will produce laziness 

or discouragement. 

More often than not, we have a whole host of 

things to overcome, and the task can become 

overwhelming. But we can start with a step, even if 

itôs hardïlike sitting down and attempting to type this 

article. (I am not the best speller, nor can I type well. 

One finger at a time is very slow!) Or try a team 

approach. Find a team (like a prayer team), and be a 

team playerïpraying for each other, encouraging one 

another. But get started, above all: we have to set a 

target, aim at the target, and shoot at the target. What 

do we have to lose? Not shooting at all is as bad as 

missing entirely. 

To sum up, if a positive attitude and godly 

knowledge are in place, then we most likely will set a 

proper goal, one that will make a difference in 

someone elseôs life. After setting it, put it in writing, 

and then read it as often as needed. 

Repeat the knowledge, the attitude, and the goals 

to ourselves. Be able to put them in words, and then, 

turn around and tell people about Jesus. Donôt be 

afraid or feel as if we have to apologize for what we 

believe. What we have is just what they need; itôs a 

ñtop of the lineò product! 

I learned this ñon the job.ò Last summer, with a 

little push from my friends, I went on a mission trip to 

New Mexico. With God in charge and myself out of 

the way, at one point I actually found myself the main 

speaker with an adult group, teaching on The Armor of 

God! And it was effective. A young man was there 

with a whole list of reasons not to listen to anything 

we had to offer. But eventually, with big tears running 

down his face, he was crying out to God for that 

helmet of salvation. 

Nothing compares with this Product, our Savior 

Christ Jesus. He is the Alpha and Omega, our Healer, 

Provider, Lover, and Messiah. We should be so on fire 

about Him we canôt wait to speak. We have what 

every person needs, if they just knew what they are 

looking for. 

So it pays to ñretellò the message, and we know 

what we are talking about. Without this, we fail to 

grow, and where there is no growth we will become 

stagnant. In addition we teach by example, until 

observers learn to stand on their own and feel like 

stepping up and running with the ball 

themselves.Everyone we meet is a prospect. Though 

they may not all need the same kind of message, 

everyone, I learned, falls into three groups: the 

ñWaiting,ò the ñStable,ò and the ñGo Now.ò Each of 

these plays a part. 

Waiting people may not come to know Christ very 

fast or get excited, but theyôre good practice. Donôt 

(Continued on page 29) 

Prospecting 

Retell 

Goals 
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D I S C I P L I N E   W I T H   L O V E                 
by C. Kenath Sandford 

T HERE ARE HAZARDS of an emotional 

nature when one disciplines his childrenï

particularly when he uses a method that causes 

physical pain. Some authorities recognize this and 

advise parents to avoid corporal punishment for their 

children. The Bible teaches that ñthe rodò plays an 

essential part in child training, and any parent is 

foolish to forget this. But 

to ignore the warning of 

pediatricians is also 

folly; so I believe the 

way for me to help my 

child so that he will not 

retain an emotional scar 

from his experience of 

punishment is to keep it real in his mind that I love 

him. 

Love needs to surround the child all the time: 

before there is any disobedience, at the time of 

discipline, and immediately following the punishment. 

I feel I need to make it plain to the child that 

whenever he does wrongïwhatever it isïhe is causing 

pain to his parents, but he is never jeopardizing his 

parentsô love for him. God loves us even though we 

have done wrong. We donôt terminate Godôs love for 

us by our sins. That is the kind of steadfast love we 

should make the children feel. We should give them 

the same kind of unceasing love that God gives us. 

Our children will reach a sad state if they imagine 

that our love for them will cease when we learn about 

some wrong they do. It seems to me we need to 

impress it on them ahead of such a possibility, that we 

will never stop loving them, even if they break our 

hearts by some criminal act that puts them in prison, or 

by some marriage that they know is disapproved by 

their parents. Obedience for fear of a loss of love is not 

wholesome. The obedience may seem commendable, 

but the tension it puts on the nervous system is not. 

There are other ways of obtaining obedience; so I feel 

that the possibility of our ceasing to love our children 

should never be entertained, by the parent or by the 

child. 

Not only is this vital between the child and its 

parent, but its truth is essential in our attitude to our 

heavenly Father. It is one of the devilôs tricks to make 

us doubt that God loves us. We need to fix firmly in 

our minds and hearts the truth that God still loves us 

even when we have sinned. If we give in to our 

enemyôs evil influence, we will find ourselves in 

spiritual and emotional turmoil. It steadies us to read 

that ñwhile we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.ò 

Never doubt Godôs love, and help the children never to 

doubt their parentsô love. 

Proverbs 3:11-12 and 13:24 show that discipline is 

an act of love and not of hate, whether administered by 

God or by the godly parent. ñMy son, despise not the 

chastening of Jehovah; neither be weary of His 

reproof; for whom Jehovah loves He reproves; even as 

Never doubt God¬s love, and help the children 

never to doubt their parents¬ love. 

Originally printed in The Standard, June, 1959, these words remain just as true today 

Love Before the Disobedient Act 

Love at the Time of Discipline 
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a father the son in whom he delights.ò ñHe who spares 

the rod hates his son, but he who loves him is diligent 

to discipline him.ò The author of Hebrews, in 

discussing the first quotation from Solomon, writes 

that our Father chastens us ñfor our profit, that we may 

be partakers of His holiness. All chastening seems for 

the present to be not joyous but grievous; yet afterward 

it yields peaceable fruit unto them that have been 

exercised thereby, even the fruit of righteousness.ò So 

it is in my heart to help the children realize that 

punishment is a form of love. 

It is a horrible thing to spank a child and then, 

figuratively speaking, fling him aside. At times of 

physical or emotional pain, the mind is particularly 

susceptible to hidden damage. I read recently of one 

psychologist who advised against corporal punishment 

for children for this reason. But his advice was not 

tempered by a spiritual approach to the dangers. We 

can help the child through this time of potential 

emotional trouble by making him aware of our love 

immediately following the discipline. Without this 

follow-up, a suggestion might be left in the conscious 

or subconscious mind of the child that the parent was 

moved by hate.  

After the punishment, if I stay with my child, 

comfort him, and pray with him for Godôs help to do 

right (being sure that he prays as well), and then 

minister faith that God does answer our prayers, I feel 

that the result will be only good. The application of the 

Gospel along with the discipline enables the parent to 

take the child through the emotional hazard that the 

psychologist warns about, in safety. For the childôs 

future well being it is vital that he feel the parentôs 

love as well as the pain of the punishment. 

The purpose of godly discipline is to obtain 

obedience based on love. A child may be heeding his 

parents because he is afraid he will lose their love if he 

displeases them; or because he is afraid of punishment. 

In either case, fear is not a wholesome continuing basis 

for obedience. 

By nature we are prone to disobey (the child, his 

earthly makers; the parents, their heavenly Maker). 

And love alone is not sufficient to make a natural 

human being obey. Discipline is needed for us all. But 

then the ideal obedience isnôt motivated by fear of 

punishment. Such fear may get us started on the right 

track of obedience, but that track divides on a little 

farther. One course continues on as ñobedience by 

fearò and the other as ñobedience by love.ò 

Though fear gets us started right, fear of itself can 

take us down the track to 

trouble. Fear stirs us to 

action, but its giving way to 

Godôs and the parentsô love is 

what produces the eternal 

good. It will disappoint God 

if we do what He wishes only 

because we are afraid of His sending us to hell. But if 

our fear of punishment has awakened us to the 

ugliness of our sins, and then fear gives way to love 

for the God that loves usïthen the obedience that 

follows from that development in the soul is of the 

kind that delights God. And it is that kind of obedience 

within the family unit that produces good citizens. 

It is vital for the good of our nation that the family 

structure be maintained. Essential to the preservation 

of the family unit is the parentsô insistence on their 

childrenôs obedience. To obtain this obedience, it is 

necessary that the parents use discipline (including 

corporal punishment). But even this isnôt all; it is vital 

that the parents make the children feel their love 

before, during, and after the discipline. The parentsô 

responsibility doesnôt end with winning obedience. It 

must be obedience with love. u  

It is vital for the good of our nation that the 

family structure be maintained. 

Love Following the Discipline 
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IN THEIR OWN WORDS 

Fairwood Bible Insti-

tute has just completed its 

2008-2009 school year, 

and this is the last oppor-

tunity (for this year) to 

share with readers whatôs 

on their hearts. Though 

these words were written 

in March, they represent 

the stirring of the Holy 

Spirit among them ever 

since last fall. 

In the March - 

April issue of TIMES OF 

RESTORATION  their testi-

monies were accompa-

nied by a request for 

prayer support, and the 

words below are a witness 

that those prayers have 

been answered. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Iôm thankful for the trip to Israel that I made 

this past winter, and for the class on Discipleship 

we had while in Jerusalem [under the teaching of 

Mr. Robert Adams]. We learned about the 

ñrenewing of our mind,ò and since then Iôve been 

trying to renew my thinking. I still have a lot of 

progress to make. 

 

I am here at Bible School because I believe 

God has a specific plan for my life. By coming 

here, I find components being added to perfect that 

plan. So even if things should sometimes seem 

mundane, I can remember that itôs all for a purpose

ïthe advancement of Godôs Kingdom. 

Stephen Adams 
Dublin, New Hampshire 

Second Year 

Joshua Roe 
Orange, Massachusetts  

Third Year  

Front Row: Kate Sutton, Heidi Bean, Mary Sutton, Jane Turner, Amy Turner 

Back Row: Stephen Adams, Joshua Roe, Ben Holscher, Bobby Godfrey, 

Aaron Sandford 
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This past school year has taught me a lot about God and about 

how I view Him. One illustration is that of the ñbox.ò The ñboxò 

represents my ideas of God, what I really believe about Him, not 

just in my head, but deep inside. Do I really believe He is big 

enough to solve all my problems? Do I really believe He can do 

anything? Do I really believe He cares about me? 

An example of this comes from the Book of Job. Jobôs friends 

put God in a box, thinking that if they (and Job) were ñgoodò God 

would bless them, and if they were ñbadò He would cause 

suffering. In their eyes, God was more like a vending machine than 

an omniscient, omnipotent, unpredictable God. For them, He was 

in a box of their own making. 

Through this year I discovered that I had been constructing a 

ñboxò of my own, the box of unbelief. I might ask Him for 

something without really believing that He was able to fulfill my 

request. I would ask, and then, excusing unbelief by being piously 

content with whatever the outcome might be, I would say, ñWell, I 

asked, but I wonôt expect anything much, because God will 

probably say No, anyway.ò But I have learned that God delights in 

my belief; He wants us to expect great things from Him! If I ask 

Him for something, I should believe He can do it, and if He says 

No, then I should look forward with anticipation to what He has 

for me instead. 

Youôve probably heard that ñWhen God closes a door, He 

opens a window,ò but I donôt like that saying. I think most of the 

time weôre trying vainly to struggle through a mouse holeïand 

then decide to ask God for help. He replies, ñOf course, Iôve been 

waiting for you to ask,ò and pushes the button to open all five 

garage doors we havenôt even noticed. 

So the biggest thing Iôve learned this year is that God is BIG! 

He can do anything, and itôs not my job to understand how, 

because I can only see one side of the puzzle. God, however, is 

working to ñsolveò that puzzle, no matter how much or little I can 

see of it just now. 

In the last semester of school this year, I was thinking a lot on the ñfear of man.ò During our study of the 

life of King Saul, we talked about how the fear of man made him act rashly and make unwise decisions. It 

was the complete ruin of Saul. He made his decisions on what other people thought, instead of standing firm 

and doing what God wanted him to do. 

For me it was a good example to make sure I donôt do the same. I donôt want to stop following God, or do 

things that God wouldnôt want me to do, just because of what someone else thought. In the past I can see 

where I have failed in this area, but with help from Jesus and learning from Saulôs failure, I can pass the next 

test and any others that might come up. 

Since the beginning of the 

year, I have gotten a lot of good 

from Bible School. For starters, 

I have found some really close 

friends here and have enjoyed 

spending time getting to know 

them better, sharing special 

moments together. Being with 

people who have such positive 

attitudes toward God only helps 

me draw closer to Him myself. 

Sometimes itôs the people 

around you that best help you in 

your spiritual walk with God. 

I know I still have lots to 

learn. Knowing where you need 

to change, I find, is a lot easier 

than changing!  

Near the start of the year I 

found myself struggling with an 

area in my life, and when I 

confided in someone, they 

suggested maybe I wasnôt 

giving God my whole will. 

Since then Iôve thought about 

that and prayed for Godôs help. 

Itôs still a struggle, and I find I 

have to give it daily to Him, but 

I have faith that with His help, I 

will have the final victory. 

Heidi Bean 
Leeds, Maine, 

First Year 

Amy Turner 
McDonough, Georgia 

First Year 

Bobby Godfrey 
Gilboa, New York 

Second Year 
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The past semester has been great! Weôve had some very good classes, including a detailed study of the 

Books of Samuel, the Books of the Kings, and the Book of Job. Weôve even had some evening classes on 

Hebrew, the modern language. 

Later we studied the Book of Proverbs, from which I really got a blessing. I have read it before, but it was 

so good to go through it again, because I got more out of it than ever. This often happens when I re-read parts 

of the Bible. 

There have been many things I can apply to my life, and I have been very much blessed by various ways 

God has spoken to me through classes, meetings, songs and people. He has favored me immensely, and I am 

deeply grateful for the work He has done in me this year. 

Sometimes itôs hard to express whatôs going on inside, 

whether youôre speaking or writing. I feel that way as I 

write. Thereôs a stirring in my heart in response to God and 

the good things Iôve been hearing lately, but how do I say it? 

Just recently Iôve returned from a three-week trip to 

Israel. While there, we had some very good classes on being 

Jesusô disciples, considering different things disciples have 

or do. 

One was ñrenewing our minds.ò Whew! That was a 

toughie. But nothing is too big for God! I prayed one night, 

really wanting my mind to be renewed, and God has helped 

me. I am not complete yet, but itôs nice to be reminded that 

He is still working in me, whether I feel it all the time or not. 

This is something, along with many other matters, that we 

have to keep working at. But Iôm not doing this alone! 

Since getting back here, Iôve been getting some really 

good things out of the meetings weôve been having on the 

subject of being good shepherds. Even though itôs supposed 

to be for helping others, Iôm getting good out of it for 

myself. There is so much to think about and put into 

practice, that I hardly know what to do with it all. 

But as I finish my third year here at Fairwood, I want to 

do it well. When Iôm gone, I want to keep living for Jesus. 

As the song goes, ñLord I want to be a Christian in my 

heart.ò But not only in my heartïin all my life. It will be 

hard no doubt, but ñHe that started a good work in me will 

be faithful to finish it to the day of completion.ò God is 

good, and He is faithful. 

One lesson Iôve learned this year 

relates to the ñfear of manòïallowing 

the opinions of others to have undue 

influence on my decisions or opinions, 

particularly where the influence of God 

should be the primary factor. This is 

something I have a tendency to struggle 

with. Naturally speaking, peopleôs 

praise and opinions matter a great deal, 

and I sometimes have difficulty 

remembering that they are not little 

obstacles on the steep and difficult 

course to Heaven. 

During our study of 1-2 Samuel, 

when looking at the devastating effect 

that fear of man had on King Saul, Dan 

Murray made the point that fear of man 

and fear of God are inversely 

proportional. If I place my trust in God 

and make His opinion the most 

important thing, necessarily the 

opinions of others will not matter as 

much. To rely on God is to put His 

ideas and opinions above menôs in 

importance; to make Him my source of 

stability is to stop relying on the rickety 

scaffold of human praise. The best 

thing of it is that He wants to be my 

foundation, and He is willing and able 

to help me make the transition. He is a 

faithful God, and I am grateful for the 

work He is doing in my life as I 

continue to trust more fully in Him. 

Kate Sutton 
Gilboa, New York 

Third Year  

Mary Sutton 
Gilboa, New York 

First Year 

Aaron Sandford 
Bedford, New Hampshire 

Second Year 
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Notice Of Nondiscriminatory 

Policy As To Students 
Fairwood Bible Institute admits students of any 

race, color, national and ethnic origin to all the 

rights, privileges, programs, and activities generally 
accorded or made available to students at the 

school. It does not discriminate on the basis of race, 

color, national and ethnic origin in administration of 
its educational policies, admissions policies, 

scholarship and loan programs, and athletic and 

other school-administered programs. u  

Fairwood Bible Institute is currently accepting applications 

for the 2009-2010 school year. Please e-mail 

fbi@kingdomchristianministries.org for further information.  

This past year has gone very 

well. I have enjoyed and learned a 

lot from the in-depth studies we 

have had in many Old Testament 

books during second semester. 

While studying the Kings of 

Judah and Israel, I was struck by 

the way God took special care to 

record and preserve how each 

king measured up in His sight. 

Some, we read, ñDid evil in the 

sight of Jehovah,ò while others 

ñDid that which was right.ò It is 

there, recorded and unchangeable 

for all eternity. 

And then we were encouraged 

to apply this to our own lives. If I 

were in the Bible, what would be 

said about me? What would I 

want said about me? This class 

and the whole Bible School 

experience has given me the 

opportunity to evaluate both what 

I want for my life and what God 

wants. When the two donôt match, 

I choose to change my desire to 

Godôs desire. Though it isnôt 

always easy to yield my desire for 

His, itôs always worth it.  

I have been excited about 

what God has given me this year, 

and Iôm even more excited that 

my relationship with Him doesnôt 

need to stop growing, when Bible 

School ends. It will continue! 

I love God. I love God very much, and recently that love has 

deepened, because I am beginning to realize who He is. I suppose Iôll 

be saying that for the rest of my life, because one of the things I have 

realized about God is that He is unfathomable. His depths cannot be 

plumbed, and His height cannot be reached. He is God, and that is 

exciting to me! 

However, what really excites me is not just the fact that God is 

the Creator of the universe, huge beyond description or compare. 

Hugeness isnôt the point. If He were a huge tyrant, who would want 

to plumb His depths or learn to know Him? Not me. No, if God were 

a rotten tyrant, Iôd moveé somewhere. But Heôs not! And that leads 

right into what has recently excited and encouraged me to love and 

know Him better. 

I have realized on a deeper level that ñGod is Loveò (1 Jn 4:8). 

Think about it: if God is love and God is also the all-powerful 

Creator, then I am one lucky man. He created me, and I am a man 

who God desires with all His heart to have for a son. That alone is 

unfathomable to me. God wants us to be His children; and He cares 

about us so much He has numbered the hairs of our heads (Lk 12:7). 

If God cares that much, perhaps He also cares enough to know 

the problems that I face every dayïthe temptations I fight, the 

sorrows I experience, the pain I suffer. Yes, He knows. And the fact 

is, He knows all about it, because He not only cares enough to know, 

but He cared enough to experience it all Himself, just for me, just for 

you, here on earth. He has known the temptations, the sorrows and 

the pain that we go through, because Heïthe all-powerful Creatorï

humbled Himself and came down here to this little place called Earth 

to live for us. To die for us. He cares so much! 

Yes, God is powerful, but He is also love. He is a Father who 

redeemed us and will not let us go. I love Him because He first loved 

me. 

To celebrate the 50th year the Bible School has been 

at Fairwood, all who have enjoyed Fairwood at any time 

in the past 50-plus years are invited to a Fairwood 

Reunion July 3-6, 2009. It  will be a great time to 

reminisce, share Godôs work in our lives, play a few 

volleyball games, and enjoy good Christian fellowship in 

the beautiful Monadnock region. You are welcome for all 

or part of the time. Please RSVP to (603)563-8492. 

50th Anniversary Reunion 

Ben Holscher 
Hobart, New York 

Second Year 

Jane Turner 
McDonough, Georgia 

Second Year 
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Gilead 

by Lisa A, Jerusalem, Israel 

W HEN I WENT ON A 

surprise visit to Jordan 

last summer, I knew that part of it 

had once been called ñGilead,ò but 

I had almost no idea of the wealth 

of biblical history I was about to 

encounter. As I explored it, and 

traced the stories that took place 

within its borders, it brought a fa-

miliar ñtenderness of spirit,ò and I 

couldnôt help wondering: was it 

Beulah territory, or not? On my 

last day there, I opened my Bible 

to find that God says, ñGilead is 

Mineò (Psalm 60:7; 108:6-7). If 

you compare the entire passage 

with a map, youôll see that He was 

deliberately drawing a line across 

the Jordan River, and proclaiming 

His sovereignty over all it touched. 

Perhaps, if Gilead isnôt quite 

ñBeulah,ò it is at least the ante-

room of the Promised Land. And 

that is a holy place to be. 

Gileadôs story begins with Ja-

cob, as he ends his exile to the 

northeast of the Promised Land, 

and ñsets his face towardò its high 

green hills. As he travels south, he 

can take the first major river cross-

ing into Canaan, the one leading 

into the international crossroads of 

the Jezreel Valley. But this area is 

the interest of soldiers, merchants, 

and farmers, and he is a shepherd: 

wealthy, yes, but mainly interested 

in still waters, green pastures, and 

safe passage for his flocks. These 

he finds in the secluded Jabbok 

river valley. And thereïat Ma-

hanaimïangels welcome him 

home. Thereïat Penuelïhe also 

sees the face of God. 

After fording the Jordan near 

Succoth, he finds himself safe in 

the fortress of Beulahôs mountain 

heartland, at Shechem. This is pre-

cisely the first Promised Land city 

mentioned in Abrahamôs travels, 

and it would not be surprising if 

Abraham, himself a shepherd, also 

entered Beulah by way of Gilead. 

In fact, when God takes Moses to 

Mt. Nebo and shows him the Land 

from north to south, He begins 

with Gilead. ñThis is the land,ò He 

says, ñwhich I sware unto Abra-

ham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, 

saying, óI will give it unto thy 

seed.ôò (Deuteronomy 34:1-4). 

And so He does. Along come 

the Israelites, who conquer the 

entire east bank of the Jordan, from 

the Arnon River northwards. 

Reuben and Gad put in a bid for 

this promising-looking cattle 

country, and are given the southern 

portion, as far as the River Jabbok. 

Half of the tribe of Manasseh 

inherits land just across the Jordan, 

Another and fascinating territory of Israel 

Perhaps, if Gilead isnõt quite òBeulah,ó it is 
at least the anteroom of the Promised Land. 

 Gilead Photos Courtesy of Lisa A 
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but the other half of the Manassites 

conquer the Amorites in northern 

Gilead, and Moses cedes it to them. 

It quickly becomes clear that Gilead 

is in a class by itself: promised, but 

not a part of Canaan; promised, but 

separated from ñthe land of Israelò 

by the Jordan River (Joshua 22:9, 

Ezekiel 47:18). The tribes of 

Reuben, Gad and Manasseh feel so 

disconnected that they build an altar 

at the Jordan to prevent later 

allegations that they have ñno 

portion in Jehovah.ò 

While the Israelites on the 

ñrightò (or western) side of Jordan 

battle Canaanites and Philistines, 

the Gileadites have a different set of 

vulnerabilities. To the east is a de-

sert harboring such dangerous Bed-

ouin-like raiders as the Midianites 

and ñthe children of the east.ò 

Northward, the plateau of Lower 

Gilead offers little resistance to her 

historic enemy, Syria. The Medeba 

plain which forms Gileadôs southern 

border is claimed at various times 

by Israel, Ammon, and Moab. 

Sometimes the Gileadites dis-

connect themselves from Israel by 

their actions. When Deborah and 

Barak defend northern Israel from 

the Canaanites, Gilead stays at 

home. When Midian and Amalek 

cross the Jordan to raid Israelite 

farms, itôs up to Gideon, a Manas-

site, to muster troops on the eastern 

brink of the Jezreel Valley, telling 

those who are fearful to ñreturn 

from mount Gilead,ò not much 

more than a stoneôs throw away. 

Perhaps fearing reprisals, the Gile-

adite towns of Succoth and Penuel 

refuse to help Gideon pursue the 

Midianite leaders. 

But in a later generation, Jair 

the Gileadite serves as a judge for 

all the tribes. And when the Ammo-

nites oppress Judah, Benjamin, and 

Ephraim, claiming Gilead as their 

own, it is Jepthah and the other Gil-

eadites who defeat them. The Ephra-

imites are offended they were not 

 

part of the battle, and jeer, ñYou 

are fugitives of Ephraim, you Gil-

eadites.ò In retaliation, the Gilead-

ites use regional differences in 

pronunciat ion (shibboleth: 

ñstreamò vs. sibboleth: ñear of 

grainò) to target Ephraimites as 

they try to cross the Jordan. When 

it comes to the atrocities commit-

ted by Benjamites, however, the 

Gileadites are in complete unity 

with the rest of the nationïall but 

the inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead. 

That city is destroyed and its 

daughters given to the Benjamite 

remnant, which means that there 

are now blood ties between the 

two. No wonder, then, that when 

Jabesh-gilead is threatened by 

Ammon, Saul, the new Benjamite 

king, comes to their rescue, and 

(Continued on page 31) 

Map by Lisa A 
Capital letters represent the names of the tribes of 

Israel, showing land possession 
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òKNOWLEDGE SHALL BE INCREASEDó 

by J.H.L., Fredericksburg, Virginia 

O VER THE PAST SEVER-

AL YEARS as a defense 

contractor, I have had the 

opportunity to work with some 

very interesting people. Some of 

the most intriguing characters Iôve 

met were the scientists who 

specialize in the field of ñhuman-

computer interaction.ò These 

scientists deal with an interesting 

academic fusion of human 

psychology and computer science. 

They understand much about the 

human mind and how it processes 

i n f o r ma t i on  p r o v i ded  b y 

computers. 

Many people today use 

computers in their daily lives. In 

fact, I am using one now to 

compose these words. We can 

think of times when we have been 

frustrated with computers because 

they performed in unexpected 

ways. We can also think of times 

when computers have rewarded us 

with the ability to do things that we 

never would have had the time or 

skill to do on our own. Users of the 

popular ñFacebookò internet site 

take for granted the ability to 

connect simultaneously with 

dozens of people they have known 

during their lives and to share 

information, pictures, and news 

that would have required hours of 

letter-writing to accomplish only a 

few years ago. These are useful 

tools and interesting capabilities, 

which most would agree have 

enhanced our quality of life. 

Recently I was introduced to a 

new class of scientists who are 

striving to make the next great leap 

in human-computer interaction. 

These researchers are exerting 

tremendous intellectual energy 

toward achieving a goal that seems 

like science fiction to those outside 

their realm of academics. Indeed 

the topic upon which these brilliant 

minds are focused is so advanced 

that if they are successful, it will 

make the technology of Facebook 

and the internet seem as crude as 

smoke signals. 

The object of this intensive 

academic  in terest  is  the 

development of a computer so 

advanced, it exceeds the reasoning 

ability of the human mind. The 

sought-after moment of this 

achievement is referred to as The 

S i n g u l a r i t yït h e  u l t i ma t e 

convergence of man and computer. 

The concept is that once even one 

computer is developed that has the 

ability to teach itself and to grow 

and expand its knowledge on its 

own, it will rapidly exceed the 

intellect of even the greatest 

human mind. At that point, the 

knowledge of this device can be 

tapped to achieve giant leaps in 

human understanding and 

technological advancement. 

Iôll admit this sounds a bit far-

fetched at first. My own limited 

exposure to research in the area of 

ñartificial intelligenceò originally 

convinced me that it was 

impossible to replicate human 

reasoning in a computer, because 

the calculating power of even the 

most advanced computer was puny 

compared to the human mind. Yet, 

I have to admit that advances in 

computer science have been 

staggering in the last ten years, and 

if current trends continue, it may 

well be possible in another ten or 

twenty years to create a computer 

with capabilities that are hard for 

us to imagine today. 

The people working to achieve 

While TIMES OF RESTORATION does not take political po-

sitions, we feel it important in this column, in order to provide basis 

for further prayer, to discuss selected current events and trends in the 

light of Godôs unchanging Word. 



MAY/JUNE  2009    \    TIMES OF RESTORATION  17 

The Singularity are in deadly 

earnest, and they are not crackpots. 

These are scientists with doctoral 

d e g r e e s  f r o m t h e  m o s t 

i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  d e m a n d i n g 

universities the world over, and 

they are entirely serious about their 

objective. I was tempted at first to 

write them off as quaint 

intellectuals without much 

connection to reality. My opinion 

has changed. I am forced to admit 

the theoretical possibility of a 

coming Singularityïand that 

disturbs me. 

If you doubt this possibility, 

just look back at the advances of 

the past 100 years. Industrial 

o u t p u t ,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , 

communicationïall of these have 

achieved astounding increases in 

productivity. For thousands of 

years man could move at a 

maximum speed of perhaps 40 

miles per hour on a fast horse.  But 

beginning with the automobile, and 

now with jet aircraft, we can travel 

at speeds of many hundreds of 

miles per hour. Computing power 

in the past 100 years has advanced 

at an even more remarkable pace. 

Twenty years ago, few Americans 

had computers in their home, no 

one used email, and there was no 

Internet as we know it today. 

Today, home computers are as 

common as the telephone and the 

television, and the art of letter-

writing has given way almost 

c o m p l e t e l y  t o  e m a i l 

correspondence, chat rooms, and 

ñsocial networkingò sites like 

Facebook. 

You may be asking yourself, 

So what? Isnôt the development of 

even greater computers a potential 

benefit to our quality of life? 

To address these questions, it 

is important to recognize how 

scientists think about the universe 

in which we live. Traditionally, 

scientists thought of our universe 

as consisting in three dimensions. 

You might think of these 

dimensions as left-right, forward-

backward, and up-down. We canôt 

really get our minds around 

anything beyond these three 

dimensions. But scientists have 

recently discovered evidence of 

additional dimensions which they 

are so far unable to define. Many 

of these scientists are atheists, so 

they do not allow the possibility of 

the supernatural, yet through their 

research into particle physics they 

recognize that there must be some 

aspects of reality that are not yet 

completely, or even superficially 

understood. Their calculations and 

experiments all point toward the 

existence of additional dimensions. 

They want to know more. 

This is where the great payoff 

of The Singularity is recognized. A 

computing power that can rapidly 

exceed human understanding and 

multiply knowledge on its own, 

could, theoretically at least, break 

through into a scient i f ic 

understanding of the hidden 

dimensions of the universe. 

Historically, the first time 

mankind began to explore the 

limits of the three dimensional 

universe (and probably the 

spiritual world as well) was at the 

Tower of Babel. When their great 

tower began to pierce the 

dimensions of the sky above, 

Jehovah declared ñthis is what they 

begin to do: and now nothing will 

be withholden from them, which 

they purpose to doò (Genesis 

11:6). The God of the Universe 

intervened personally to put an end 

to their ambitions. 

Centuries later, in Danielôs 

vision, the angel declared to the 

prophet, ñBut thou, O Daniel, shut 

up the words, and seal the book, 

even to the time of the end: many 

shall run to and fro, and knowledge 

shall be increasedò (Daniel 12:4). 

The intellectual striving toward 

The Singularity is yet another 

evidence of manôs Babel-like 

ambition for increased knowledge 

and power over the physical 

universe. 

How do we respond to all this? 

In my view, there are three 

particular challenges we must face 

as Christians in the light of these 

profound technological and 

scientific developments. 

First we must carefully draw 

the line in our own minds between 

reasonable use of technology and 

crossing over into the domain of 

the Creator. The Bible teaches us 

there is a line between knowledge 

authorized to us, and the forbidden 

realm of His own understanding. 

This is the original sin which cast 

Adam and Eve from the Garden, 

and the temptation to go back to 

the forbidden tree for additional 

ñfruitò continues to entice the 

seekers of knowledge. Itôs hard for 

us to know where the ethical 

boundaries lie, but we can always 

rely on the Word of God and the 

Holy Spirit to keep us on the right 

side of the line. Sometimes the 

boundary is clear, for example in 

the area of stem-cell research and 

human cloning. At other times we 

can be more easily caught off-

guard, and be intrigued by 

potential advancements that 

promise a tremendous benefit to 

our quality of life, but which 

require a compromise of moral 

principle. 

(Continued on page 25) 
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N O LONGER A GIRL, Jean S. Dart, shipôs 

physician on Coronetôs world voyage, had 

long been in love with her Savior. As a mature 

woman, she was, she felt, truly devoted to His service. 

But as with many, she found that devotion challenged 

from time to time. In June, 1909, Coronet was off the 

west coast of Africa, working her way to the north, as 

the young woman sought and found a new depth of 

reality. 

She had already paid a steep price for her life of 

service to God and His Kingdom. She had broken a 

youthful engagement, when her fiancé had shown no 

taste for the life in Christ that took preeminence with 

her. ñWe parted,ò she said tersely years later. ñIt nearly 

killed me.ò For years since then she had turned her 

searching heart to Jesus, as she put it, ñthat I might 

really win Him.ò The rosy dreams of youth were not 

what drew her. She was 31 years old, the world 

voyage was nearing its end, and the longing of her 

heart was as ardent as ever. 

Yet she was human, and she was not unmoved by 

human feelings. In recent weeks and months she had 

found her soulôs devotion matched by that of one of 

the single young men on board. In the holy privacy of 

her own heart, she became aware of a little candle 

flame of love growing larger and brighter as time went 

on. She was not dismayed; marriage was certainly a 

godly option. But she just wanted to know that even in 

her human love, ñOnly Theeò would never change. 

Even if events fell out that she couldnôt have both, she 

must have Jesus. 

Then on Thursday, June 17, her soul crossed over, 

and she found her search satisfied. ñI knew it was 

settled,ò she said later, ñthat He truly became my All 

in all, the Lover of my soul.ò It was deeply 

c o m f o r t i n g , 

and it was not 

a temporary 

blessing. Down 

the years to come she 

would never forsake her plighted troth. 

Its first test came the very next day. Her workload 

on board included school teaching for the children, 

besides other duties, but that day she found herself 

additionally obligated to complete the Friday cleaning 

task of one of her room-mates. The stateroom floor 

was covered with a heavy floor-cloth which she 

volunteered to clean. Already tired out from the dayôs 

labors, she set to workïbut far from disgruntled, her 

heart was singing. ñIt was so real to me that I was not 

only helping my sister, but really doing it for Jesus, 

that there was no hardness in it. As I cleaned that floor, 

though it was beyond my strength I was so weary, yet 

there was an unspeakable joy in my heart, for I loved 

Jesus and I knew He was with me in a very special 

way.ò 

The witness soon followed. A few minutes later, 

joining the shipôs company for Sabbath service, Jeanie 

was exhausted and looked it. Mr. Sandford noticed her 

face. ñMiss Dart,ò he said, ñIôve never seen you look 

so tired!ò She made no reply, but in a moment, the 

speaker saw something more. Jeanie later put it this 

way: ñThen he saw that a glory new to my soul was 

mine, and that in comparison my extreme weariness 

was as nothing.ò 

In Godôs providence she never did marry, as the 

young man she loved soon died at sea. But ñOnly 

Theeò remained her undeviating testimony for the rest 

of a long and active life. 

ïAdapted from Coronet, by T. F. Murray 

Jeanie Dart finds her heart fixed on òOnly Theeó 

A Bridal Soul  

One Hundred Years Ago: 1909  

 

 

Jeanie S. Dart, Photo Courtesy of Kingdom Archives 
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Excerpted from a longer article by Joseph B. 

Harriman  

 

A FTER LONG LABORS, Mr. Sandford began 

to realize that God was more interested in 

ñsetting a standardò than in merely establishing a great 

world-wide movementé The biggest message which 

this movement has to proclaim to a bewildered world 

at present is just this: the true religion is here on earthï

a ñgoing concern,ò as it were. God Himself will take 

care of its spread in His own time and way. 

Of the other acts of restoration which came 

alongé I will mention only that which to me seems 

the most important in many ways: the restoration of 

the Holy Land, or ñBeulah.ò Every Christian has a 

deep heart interest in the Land where Jesus lived and 

died and rose again, but to how many is that interest a 

living thing? How many regard that Land and its City 

as the future Capital of a redeemed earth? I do not 

mean in a mere theoretical or spiritual way, but in 

actuality Earthôs Capital City for the next ten 

centuries. 

This movement had a center there for yearsïnot 

for missionary work, but for prayer over the Landôs 

futureé. Personally, I spent seven years there, and I 

know that the whole region has been fairly soaked 

with prayer. 

They were happy years indeed!  I was permitted to 

cover, largely on foot, the several hundred miles of the 

Landôs borders, north, east, and south. The sacred 

yacht Coronet sailed its length several times along the 

west coast with fervent prayer for the Landôs 

restoration. 

These things could not, of course, be done today; 

but half a century ago, when the Land was largely 

waste and peace covered the earthïthe present 

generation can scarcely imagine such a thingïit was a 

thrilling experienceé. 

But I am not writing to list all the leadings this 

movement has had through these three score years, but 

rather to stress one salient fact. That is this: instead of 

the dreary, shepherdless gropings that so many earnest 

Christians today are experiencingïand as some of us 

experienced years agoïGod planned of old and in 

these last days has brought to pass something better. It 

is no less than a commissioned movement to prepare 

the way for Christôs second coming. 

ïFrom The Standard, May, 1959, pp. 70-71. 

How satisfying to know, 50 years after these 

words were written, and 100 years after the 

restoration referred to, that that act of faith for 

ñBeulahò has resulted in such amazing facts on the 

ground in the Land! More, it has produced a 

strikingly wide -spread turning of Christian hearts 

in the west. Christians by the tens of thousands 

have been called out of indifference to a lively 

support of their spiritual ñcolleaguesò in the House 

of Judah in the east. ñThis is Jehovahôs doing; it is 

marvelous in our eyesò (Psalm 118:23). u  

 

Fifty Years Ago: 1959  

The Restoration  

 

Looking back over a long life, Harriman described some high points in 

the ministry of F. W. Sandford as he worked with God in the òtimes of 

restorationó foretold by Peter in Acts 3. 

J. B. Harriman & Fellow Travelers en route from Jaffa to Jerusalem, 

Photo Courtesy of Kingdom Archives 
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ONE MAN½S 
by Lewis I. Hansen, Jaffrey, New Hampshire 

W HEN I WAS IN HIGH SCHOOL and 

attending summer Bible camp in Arizona, 

we students were encouraged to ñPray for your future 

spouse.ò I did so, not knowing for whom I was 

praying. At least ten years passed before I found the 

woman God had selected for me. Janice Ruth Brown 

she was, and she met or exceeded most of my personal 

list of requirements, a list I had written while still in 

college. We were married in 1974. 

 

 

 

After the birth of our 

youngest child, Jan was afflicted 

with Chronic Fatigue, a 

syndrome for which she had been 

o f f e r e d  l i t t l e  h o pe  o f 

improvement, and so it proved 

for years. The remainder of her 

life was influenced almost every 

day by her physical limitations. 

She bravely hid her discomfort 

from friends and family, because 

she didnôt want their lives to 

revolve around her illness. But 

she and I always knew. As she 

felt her physical condition 

deteriorating, she made me promise to 

remarry if she should die before I did. In fact, w e 

each made the promise to the other. 

Then 

in the 

spring of 

2 0 0 5 , 

w o r s e 

b e f e l l 

her: she 

w a s 

diagnosed with cancer of the small bowel, and 

surgery followed. There is 

no known treatment for 

this kind of cancer, so 

some of the most damaging 

chemotherapies were tried, 

in a vain attempt to help. 

But Jan bravely clung to 

life, trying to finish her 

part in parenting our 

children and completing a 

multitude of projects for 

the benefit of others that 

she had already planned. 

This was a hard season of 

life, but I believe God used 

the process to help me in a 

variety of ways to 

demonstrate unconditional love. 

My dear Jan went to her reward in March of 2006. 

Even though she had been fading from our lives for 

Whoso findeth a wife findeth a good thing, 
a n d 

Lewis & Janice Hansen 

Photo Courtesy of Bev Jones 

Jan½s Story 
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months, it was still a major 

upset for our four children 

and me. After 32 years of learning to love and work 

with each other, I found the change to be profound. 

Even a dying wife in the bed next to me was far better 

than no wife at all. 

 

 

But Godôs Providential hand is never shortened. 

Way back in 1995, a woman named Donna Post also 

married. Her husband came with three children from a 

previous marriage and a newfound 

faith in Jesus. This promising union 

ñunder Godò reached a plateau and 

then, sadly, began to decline as her 

h u s b a n d  t u r n e d  f r o m  h i s 

commitments to follow Jesus and to 

remain faithful to his wife. For 

several years Donna tried to rescue 

her marriage and nurture the three 

children that were being battered by 

the breakup of yet another family in 

their short lives. This caused her 

great suffering, including a nervous 

breakdown, but she found willing 

and loving support from her church, 

her family, and her friends. 

Later this man deserted the home 

for an adulterous relationship. But 

when he went on to unilaterally 

divorce her, she was so distressed 

that she found herself unable to work at her nursing 

job. Worse, the stigma of divorce led to her 

withdrawal from church attendance, deepening her 

isolation in the wake of several years of virtual 

widowhood. 

But time passed, and by Christmas of 2006, a 

family member told Donna, ñIôm praying that you will 

get married soon. God laid it on my heart to pray for 

you.ò With that statement, Donna began to consider 

t h e 

possibility of remarriage, but it was not until six 

months later that she could seriously consider listening 

to God and giving up her will to Him. ñLord,ò she 

cried one day, ñI canôt go on like this. Is this the best 

that can happen for me? There has to be someone 

better. Iôll let you choose him, but please, God, I just 

want to have a godly husband!ò 

 

 

 

As it happened, about the same time I had been 

praying about the possibility of remarrying. Near the 

end of May, 2007, Donnaôs name suddenly came into 

my mind. (I had known her as a nursing colleague 

years before.) In a few days, I consulted with a wise 

sister-in-law and with my Pastor; soon I wrote a short 

letter to Donna, explaining 

that I would be in her part 

of the country in a month 

and would be interested in 

a visit. Oddly, I had used 

the wrong address, and the 

letter was returned with 

the curt reply, ñSorry 

Lewis, you have the wrong 

Donna. Good luck in 

finding her.ò 

This was not an auspicious 

beginning! But I then got 

what I hoped was the right 

phone number and left a 

message. Unable to 

retrieve the message at the 

time, Donna noted my 

number and wondered if it 

could be me. At last, 

though, we connected, and she 

accepted my suggestion of a visit for Monday, July 9, 

after my ministry duties were finished the day before. 

The rest, as they say, is history. One day while 

considering what Godôs will might be for the two of 

us, Donnaôs eye fell on a small note tucked in her 

BibleïñIn His will is our peace.ò This encouraged her, 

and as time went on it was apparent that God was 

blessing our courtship. My youthful prayers for a wife 

were answered a second time, with the woman God 

had selected for me. We were married in December, 

and as of this writing we are living at Fairwood, 

happily discovering Godôs will for us while 

remodeling a house in nearby Jaffrey. 

The lesson for me is that through the suffering of 

two souls who were waiting and praying in silence 

Donna½s Story 

Lewis & Donna½s Story 

 

Lewis & Donna Hansen  Photo Courtesy of Donna Hansen 
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YOU, THE STUDENT 

by KMS, Dublin, New Hampshire  

 

 

T O TAKE A NEW TACK to ñLearning With Him,ò Iôd like to focus on how we can be the students. 

ñStudenthoodò is often thought of as a status to discard as early as possible. However, ñstudenthoodò is 

actually an ideal posture for the disciple, because it places us in the learner position. Being a learner requires 

both humility and discipline. (The Greek word for disciple literally means ñdisciplined one.ò) It requires 

submission to someone outside ourselves. 

The highest knowledge we can gain is the knowledge of the Holy One Himself. However, Truth in any 

discipline (and is it not interesting that areas of knowledge are called ñdisciplinesò?) always points back to God. 

Truth in mathematics demonstrates the character of a God who is precise and principled. Truth in Biology 

reveals a Creator who is foresighted and creative. Truth in business shows us a God who is both just and 

compassionate toward people. Of course there are corruptionsðthings that do not point us to Christðin every 

subject area. But the presence of corruptions in the world should never rob us from seeking and finding Truth! 

As believers in Jesus, we are people of Truthðwe should be discovering and heralding it to the world, not 

avoiding it for fear of error. 

 ñA wise person is hungry for knowledge, while the fool feeds on trashò Proverbs 15:14 tells us (NLT). Iôd 

like to set before you a buffet of ways that you can take in more truth by reviewing classes and teachings that are 

widely available. This is a tiny sampling, leaning toward the practical over the erudite. Most of these classes I 

have taken myself, have researched them, or know someone who has taken them. 

A smorgasbord of advanced learning opportunities 

When & Where: U.S. and Canada churches; online. 

Length: Sixteen weeks. College-level, available for 

credit. 

Presenters: Various authorities on missions, 

scheduled by the individual course coordinators. 

Web Site: www.perspectives.org 

Cost: Approximately $250. More for college credit. 

Subject Material: Overview of the world Christian 

movement, including Biblical, historical, cultural, and 

strategic perspectives. 

Pros: Opportunity to benefit from instructors with a 

wealth of experience. Fellowship with other believers 

with a heart for the world. 782-page reader with fascinat-

ing missions pieces. User-friendly web site that enhances 

the learning process. Capability of watching missed 

classes online. Alumni can re-attend at no charge. 

Cons: Significant time commitment. 

When & Where: Student summer 

conferences in CO, TN, and VA; adult 

conferences at various times, same states. 

Length: Two weeks (student), one week 

(adults). 

Presenters: Various 

Web Site: www.summit.org Also see 

www.worldviewweekend.com for information on 

shorter worldview workshops and rallies. 

Cost: $795 (student conferences); $310 plus 

housing (adult conferences). Limited financial aid 

available. 

Subject Material: Biblical worldview. Helps 

individuals know what and why they believe. 

Pros: Solid teaching. Opportunity to interact 

with likeminded folks. 

Cons: Travel required. 

Perspectives 
on the World Christian Movement 

SUMMIT Conferences 


