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Disciples

Again, we are seeking the M : bout
ways should look like. What can we learn, what can we do, so tt \\ *3 -
resemble His followers?

His followers were called °Disciples.» Not dgust t
Him throughout Hi s earthly ministry. Remember how I
Let%¥s take candidates from among those who °have co
us. » Apparently there were many to choose from.

What can their training have been like? We glean a lot of the answer from the Sermon on the Mount, and |
i nstructs his c¢ hu-4orogpecess,iwea find)and everg genegtioh engaes in it afréshzs a |

Here, two modern disciples share their insights. A godly young woman points out that the basis of it all mus
°f ol l owing» in the sense of being close to HMay. And
we all turn our faces steadfastly in this directioh ahdt®lemthe cost.

.....

1 Editor

FOLLOWINGNITH HII\/I

by Sarah Adams, Dublin, New Hampshlre

Discipleship means companiéAshipie walked 2
withme 1 n the way»

ESE PAST FEW DAYS, | 6ve t hofaugdhhim sittingl it s

about myself. Not selfishly, | hope, but in athe local tax OfflC{" o
historical kind of way. You see, the Christian collegeand said, simpla="
to which | have applied for correspondence coursed~ ol | ow me o ( Mat t h e w 9 9 ) .
wanted an essay describing my relationship with Jesus I'm sure most of us have heard these stories. But it
Christ and my personal walk of faith. The phrasestill seems incredible to me that such ordinary
fiwal k of faith, o r e mi ndsoundng mew actualy left theo fwork,Gheir caeérs) s
commands, repeated several times during His ministryand their families to follow a man probably largely

AFol | ow me. 0 unknown to them. What was it about Jesus that so

One day, strolling by the waterfront, Jesus came ompel | ed t hem? fAHe hath no
upon two brothers, Peter and Andrew, who wer@and when we see him, there is no beauty that we
industriously raking in a pile of squirming fish.s houl d desire hi m. o It wa !
iFol l ow me, 0O He i nvit ed chariShaat Neitherwas # at thérecommeéndatidn bfehe
time, a man recently bereaved asked if he could followeligious leaders.
Jesus. He was tol d, AFol | womengamgeg Iddaovd otwbe idne aSit

bury their own deado ( MacticechtlatwitrBone2eXception, Ry rtimeMaststaskedw ,
the call came in the middle of the mundane. Jesusomeone to follow Him, the same Greek word is used.
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The meaning i s s o mesaméwag gprolide khe whispedng twards of iGodtirttoethe ears of

witho o r ito accompany (s p emyihéart.cOnd megtingains padiculal istack wifh Ime.) . ¢

To rephrase Chri st 0 siHeyp r MrsMurray,emy iblg teachehveitr bands as hig, as

come join MeordAr Myy o w awiTéxas, dd aowngspan and gestures larger still,

this one?bd exhorted us to make it a matter of prayer to know
This idea of fAbeing i nGotdhbes waoyv ewiftohr Goddangdo wnuds |

good to me. It also dismantled my first impressions oprayed as never before that Jesus Himself would tell

me that He loved me.

Later H same week,

W oincided as |
rushed down t he
a stereotypical doggy, trailing behind his master, or dorm hall trying to find a classmate. Much to my
chil drends game wher e t hserprisegshaedgeceteddne with ogers arnisiarsd a ftirely | o
according to whatever crazy whim he conjures upme s sage coupl e dSarah, Gdd lowes bi g
Instead, | have an invitation from God Himself, toyousomuchd As qui ck as the wo
walk beside Him as His companion, and to be alone nenderstood clearly that this was a message from God
longer. It was a union ‘ Sy and not merely a pep talk
relationship that the discip ) from a classmate (who, by the
foundd and also what way, had no idea about the
discovered several years & content of my prayers). He
when | decided to follo - was responding to those
Jesus with abandon. ‘ impassioned prayers earlier in

My own walk of fait the week! Not only that, but
became more personal in He did it in the
school when the verse frc always best understood:

Proverbs, i M —y object lessons and bear hugs.
your heart,h ¢ \ .
that even though | was sa P

It was enough for me. Finally,

I knew without a doubt that
| wanted to dedicate my life God loved me and that |
to Jesus in a deeper way. This choice provided a sturttyved Him back! Even now, several years later, His
basis and enough power to follow for the next threavords to me stand as brilliantly in my memory as a
years, which included attending Fairwood Biblebillboard on stilts with flashing lights.
Institute. There | discovered almost from the start that What compelled those everyday Hebrew men to
attending this trainin

program was not what - Ag goon as the words left her mouth, | understood c

expected. Or maybel, was
not what | expected: Inste that this was a message from God
of a threeyear lark, partyin
with my friends, this period
of my life deeply tested the ground of my Christianity.r e s pond 2, 000 vyears ago? |
Since most of my family was in Jerusalem when kompletely understand why | dedicated my life to
started school, living away from home for the firstJesus in high school, except to say that when the call
time was an extra big change. Character flawsame, | wanted to follow. To be honest, | feel a little
previously untested at home surfaced in the newi t silly telling my story
environment and | struggled with depression. In theit so many times (just ask my Fairwood classmates).
turmoil, 1 remembered my choice in high school andBut my repetitious habits only prove my point that
wondered how | could ever make good on it. Eighteewhen we decide to follow Jesus, the results are so
year s of Christian traidrilngi oms ,mysopamdamtigdi ho me
suddenly didnot s eem s u bufprise whemittbubblemypend sp@ashés @ut filom tintei n

| have an invitation from God Himself, to walk bggl

living fully for God. Questions arose: Did God caret o t i me . It doesndtdvma tf toarm
about me personally? and, How could | know? the companionship of a | i
Even t hough coll ege falkirfg @boutadt.i THosedQalileammaes found b yoo, and

expectations, Bible study in classes and meetings dude still read about the results today!
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Are you with Me on this one? you pause and contemplate what Jesus was really

In his autobiography,Blood Brothers Elias asking them to do. He made other drastic requests too.
Chacour is reprimanded by his seminary professor faddne man was told to sell all his belongings and donate
turning in a paper that proclaimed God as the startindpem to the local homeless shelter (Matt 19:21);
point and proper lens through which to view humanityanother was required to give up his right to understand

| 2ve found the companionship of
Those Galilean men found it too, and we still read about the results tod

Hi s teacher said h e Asrkowelrdt hang Geduwaswiddi ntgh ewi

problem of man, the primate, lost in an endless sear¢hh a t to thee? Foll ow thou f
for the 6God idea. 60 L atfreendwasright.iGads tae bégineirg wsdsindomohall a b o u
paper, a friend of Elias searched out an answer. things.

it h e real probl em, 0 he %aidetaurtnert oatmemeet 68i ti o

silence, Ai s that We st e rane ontwitreHinh isHisywa gt ali t s dwietsim 6 ma
the center of all things and tries to force God into soméesus knew we needed a reminder when He

scheme that we can understand. Then He can lper oc | ai me d, fi | am the way,
regul at ed. Elias, webve ogmreo wnomept lbednteovi nlget Rat hé&pod

the beginning and end of all things. He is central, nofre we with Him on this onef?

an afterthought. Heds alive and has His own ways.
Here, they want to tame God with their philosophy. o
Usually when Jesuswsai d, AFol l ow me, 0O

accompanied with or followed by a Ili#tering

statement or request. A 0|6|ArDannMFalrwaoﬂBﬁblelnstltmtéahd|gradTh$eke

fishers of men, 0 gi ven of e |r§t'tUt H3ﬁSIIC dife 'f’“ﬁf@'ﬂrt’ﬁ |'F@ rts
probably more Iike, fFo ;3342 i’lﬁg'teg,\ﬁaﬁforq{ﬁ&f d%ebeer,

and | will make you fult i me evangel.i |estrustlé>nofor

KEYS TO DISCIPLE"

by J. NathanieBrown, Stockbridge, Georgia

On being °2authentic»> God al

SCIPLE That word can bring lots of mental agreed to o
mages, perhaps of a few ragged apostlesintHee a v e -
wilderness, or perhaps an adult Sunday School classsrerything they
studying some book of the Bible trying to gleanknew to
nuggets that can be applficeldl aw Jedes? PWeh&apoeswsadamatd
put a religious spin on it at all and think of itasal esus® purpose until after

pejorative term for someewnel twsh o( wihoeens nJbu d atha vieT hteh eH a

intellect to think independently. For us as Christiansagainst the Roman empire) had occurred some 150

though, the term indicates a process of transformatiogears or so before. Were the new disciples hoping (or

or even death the putting to death of the old man, perhaps expecting) another attempt to overthrow the

and the emerging prominence of the new man und&omans? Had they been waiting for months or even

the Spirités control. years for someone to lead them? Were they willing to
Just after Jesusd baptgvethei liveg sodhat their,courtthgnenccauld besfrde? Hi s

disciples. What were those men thinking when they Whatever their personal motivations may have
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been, Jesus saw something that He couldd uselove for me, then | will be motivated to do whatever it
something that could be grown and molded into a todbkes to restore my relationship with Him should
for His ends. He saw rough fishermen who could besomething cloud it.

transformed from ardent Rome haters into men who

would give their 1lives L . Tihensgcond titel ingredientis ahn 6 t
or see. But t hat tra rldentlty In H|mautherttic't uhaedstandindy & whpe n
overnight. It took time with Jesus. Yet if we ca. we really aré flaws and all.

Even though | desire to serve Jesus with
everything | have, | still have to contend
with my human nature and its appetites

believe the traditional accounts of how
original disciples died, the transformat
that took place was utter and complete

Then, after He rose from the de e = and desires, and that nature is far from a
Jesus sent them (now called apostle oy perfect replica of Jesus. One of the keys
messengers) to ma S to vigiory eoweéthenottl man is to have a
that includes you and me. “‘ willingness to have authentic

The transformation from the old n w ( relationships, and not misrepresent who |
and his ways to the new man follow * ‘ am or how | am doing.

Weo ceelsls .unWheirlset and t hat
perfect yet, and there is nothing to be
gained by pretending we are. | was
there is substant wiart ¢ i m g e doende of MS NB
in our lives to make our actions ana about prisons recently, and they showed a
attitudes properly reflect the One who saved us. Thenegery brief clip of one man counseling the prisoners,
are three fundamental keys, | believe, to makingatruex pl ai ni ng t hat AEgoO0 gets

Christds ways is
it is true that we take on the righteous
of Christ when we look to Him to save

!

and longlasting change into the image of Christ. relationships. The counselor explained Ego by turning
it into an acronymEv e r y t @Gding @QKd Bhat can
The first thing be a real problem for us

Encounter with ChriSteeded for change pr et endi ng t hat everythingsé
is an authentic are denying the need for change in our own lives.

encounter with Jesus. [ Whep | wasiih Washingtore staté fon a weddiag |
repeating that word a lot) because the outward forns o0 me mont hs ago, I was i
of the Christian life are easy to fake. Like thewillingness of a woman | met on the trip to share some
chameleon, we have the capability of blendinginwitts t r uggl es and hurts. She w

or taking advantage of a
) trapped audjence, either.
If we really understand the magnitude of what Jegtistahchnd honest

isal gf how things

on the cross and can personally identify with it, W Going. She
I

. : : ey as willing to

inevitable result is a fundamental shift in prioritieg,, nough we had jost
metd but | have

our surroundings. In an environment where the norm iemembered to pray many, many times over the last

to act | i ke Christians, monhtldssand daveg beero ablpoto prayt for spehifee f

when there isndt any de egnswars. Jhis apemedcenty &yeg @ .willingness to be

But the authentic encounter results in a new wayulnerable in our own lives may help others to help us,
of looking at things which goes way beyond headvhether by prayer or practical help, in addition to
knowledge. If we really understand the magnitude ohelping us realize the growth that is needed to
what Jesus did on the cross and can personally identifpmplete our transformation into the image of Christ.
with it, then the inevitable result is a fundamental shift
in priorities. That is, recognizing Jesus as my perso .. The third component is an
ng i or is ggo i ngg t o )(/:pa u « The Spirit of GOdatmenﬂ'rd:ireiBép(mshid withh a t

love is going to bear fruit imctiond doingthe things the Holy Spirit. Our
that please Him. This dodsesipleéhlp i éc &mns & mechapicameffarn fot h a-
get it right all t he t i nseliimpiowermenti rathen, it issarprocess guwdedrbg @od o
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Himself through our personal encounter with HisCh r i st doesnoét happen overn
Spirit. Frank Sandford once alluded to this when héimes when we spectacularly fail in our efforts to

wr ot e, Al The Hol vy Spi r idempnstrateadesdis tolthe wordeabundhug Fheere nmayp
responsibility whatever, but simply respond to Hiseven be others around dugellow Christian® who

movings, to His providences and to His writtend o n 6t appear to be taking t
Wor d. o Such i S one o f likehebsethat \weeayesBut if we stay eommiiited ® the
discipleship. The Holy Spirit can be to us what Jesuprocess and let the Holy Spirit have control of our

was to those twelve men He called, a personal Mentdéri v e s , t he end resul t wi | |
ever so gently (or sometimes sternly) pointing ous avor 6 t o God, and fia godly e
areas where we need to change, and a Comforter when

we are overwhelmed by the baseness of our own g A graduate of Fairwood Bible Institute, Nate serves
humanity. as assistant pastor at Open Door Chapel, McDonough,

; ; R ; Georgia. He also handles web sales and public internet
Obviously, this transformation into the image Ofmarketing for Ed's Public Safety.

(America Under Godcontinued from  law will take our countr§ crimes existence of God. Next comes the
pagel?) are only wrong if one gets caught. truth that all men are equal in the
think, AEven i f Unfogueately,ativea lesswintérnal sight of SGod. Third is the fact of
unscrupulous action in this life, | moral code we have as a nationGo d 0 s great gi ft 0
will still be accountable to God in results in the government having torights to every person on earth.
the next. o pass more external legal codes toThen follows the true and single
But if that person did not be- keep orded and each new law purpose of all American Govern-
lieve in God and in a future state of takes away another little piece of ment, namely, to preserve and pro-
rewards and punishments, whenour freedom. tect these Godhade rights of God
presented with the same temptation  President Calvin Coolidge, made man. 0
to do wrong and not get caught, heunveiling the Equestrian Statue of President Ronald Reagan
would give in. In fact, if there is no summed it up, August 23, 1984,
God and this life is all there is, he imWiant hout God there |
would be a fool not to. Importance to Amerloﬁ%re]society; without God democ-
This is what President Reagan GOvernment racy will not and cannot long en-
referred to in 1voa. nmwi t nuvut Sdule... If we ever forget that we
there is no virtue because there isBishop Francis Asbury, Washing- are One Nation Under God, then
no prompting of tohB.C.cQctokerclself2d, estatowe  wi || be a Nation
William Linn, elected unani- ed, i
mously as the first Chaplain of the iour government rests upon
U.S. House, May 1, 1789, stated:religion. It is from that source that
ALet my nei ghbomwe denve eur rgverenceuf@ trgh
himself that there is no God, and and justice, for equality and liber-
he will soon pick my pocket, and ty, and for the rights of mankind.
break not only my leg but my Unless the people believe in these
neck. If there be no God, there is principles they cannot believe in
no law, no future account; govern-our gover nment . 0O
ment then is the ordinance of man Clarence E. Manion, Professor
only, and we cannot be subject for of Constitutional Law and dean of
conscience s ake.tlde Nbtie DaniesCollege sfeLaw a - William J.
tion was demonstrated when, afterwas quot ed i n V d&edere is Prationklly Kdosvru dpedks
80 years of atheism, the countriesbook, Collectivism Challenges e e?%%"g?(':'m%ng‘ftggg a%rj%ﬂgtegé e‘;‘;(_
of the former Soviet Union were Christianity, 1946, er for American Vision. If you would
given libertyd the result was orga- AiLook <cl osely likeBiltotspeak gt gour chuech dr in
hized crime and the black market evident truths, these imperishable37"%‘&2(2;%95"6“6””)3{’ g(l)ezés%ligmﬁgdusbgt
took control. articles of American Faith upon R e v .
From Bill Clinton to Enron, we which all our government is firmly Neil R. Sandford.
see where absence of an internabased. First and foremost is the
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TRUSTIB® DNTHE LEDGI

by Amy Partin, New Boston, New Hampshi

The difference between Faith and Tr

D HAS BEENteaching me lately about the differenc
etween trusting Him and having faith in Him. | hay
been in the habit of lumping faith and trust together as if t
words are synonymous. How these words might apy
di fferently and distinctly
only recently occurred to me.
In sorting out my thoughts on this subject, the dictiona
was helpful in clarifying the distinctions. Faith, it says, is @

funquestioning belief that oof

This use of the word is substantiated by Hebrews 1:11, w -

says faith is Athe convicti - een.
ot her hand, is Afirm belie ' ~ the
another person or thing; confident expectation, anticipation,

hope; to commit to (a perso

These definitions indicate that the terms are related
different. Faith is necessary for trust; it is the foundation
starting point. Trust, on the other hand, seems to be the b
that someonavill act or that somethingill occur Perhaps it
may be said that trust faith in action Let me relate an incident
that God used to bring this distinction to my attention.

Last fall | visited my brother Andrew who was staying in
village in the Spanish Pyrenees. One day we hiked up an
river bed in an attempt to reach the soaring rock face o
mountain that was pitted with natural, shallow caves. As \
progressed, what had been a trickle of water grew in volur
becoming a swiftly flowing stream or small river. Presently
became necessary to climb the rock walls of the ravine.

Up we went, until at one point | reached a ledge and fou
that | could not go forward or back. Unaware that | was stu
Andrew turned a corner ahead of me and disappeared fi
sight. The noise of the rushing water drowned my voice whe
tried to get his attention. The ledge was about three feet wide
a bend above the water. | d
of rock to edge around the corner as Andrew had done.

The only way off the ledge, other than a thirteen foot fall
the water, was to drop four feet down where another lec
protruded about 12 inches from the rock face. | was afraid t
if 1 slid down facing forward, without any nearby bushes °
hol d, I would topple into t
seem to have any hand holds with which to lower mys
backward onto the ledge below.
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| began praying immediately. | had total faith thatHe told me to act by closing my eyes. This lesson fits
God could get me down and back onto solid ground. Mvith other pieces of a greater lesson that | have been
a stepladder had suddenly appeared before meldarning. In hisConfessionsSt. Augustine writes that
woul dnot have Dbeen ast oevergfacetdf existencd comes framdGodd Augustinea t .
Still, | felt the need to continually remind Him of my would not have a thought in his head, he wrote, were it
predicament. not for the Creator. All thoughts originate in Him and
My prayer went somet hi arggivénitolugby Gdu.i s : nGod, I need
you to get me off this | e digleonsider€dahet jdealofdotal deperidénte omutipe h e
need to get off this place right now! Please show me leord, | found it to be true. | cannot worship God
way down. . .. Why ar en 0 twithpub His hepeltcanmonlaye Hmeon noy own, ortbé i s
l edge? Please hel p me (¢ daithfuldtm Mim withdatoHis. grade.6James 1:1¥ sdys, a n d
scared; why arené6t you hfEvey goodygiftrard 2Very perfect gift is from above,
This was faith (of a sort) in God, but | neededc omi ng down from the Father
something more. About half an hour later it arrivedfaith and trust are gifts from the storehouse of our
when my brother turned back to find me. Now | found=at her 6 s gr ace.
the need for trust. Andrew directed me where to place With practice, in upsetting situations | may be able
my hands and feet and assured me that | would nt@ respond positively rather than negatively. For
fall. He stood on the ledge | needed to drop to anthstance, if my car goes into a skid on snhow or ice, |
braced himself, forming a barrier so | actually couldcan train myself not to overreact or overcorrect. Stay
not fall past where he stood. cal m. Pray 1 mmediately. But
Even so, my limbs would not cooperate with thesituations this way. Instead, depending on God to help
rescue. My muscles refused to give up the small safetyie take actionin His time and in His way, whatever
that the tenuous perch offered. Getting frustrated, my he si tuation, is the way tc
brother ordered me to get off the ledge, the edge in hieat must be given me from above. Fortunately,
voice suggesting that my fear was groundless. He wadatthew 7:11 tell us that our Father who is in heaven
probably also concerned with the remaining hours oigi ve[ s] good things to thos
daylight, as it was late afternoon and we were an My two closest friends and | have a tradition of
hour 6s hi ke from our st agetting together @and praying for each other as a new
Despite being frustrated with my helplessness iyear approaches. It seems that every year | ask for
the face of the situation, | seemed unable to respormtayer that God will give direction to the next step of
differently. Then an idea occurred to me. my life. This year, as we prayed, | felt assured that
iMaybe if | ¢l ose my e ywhstherlstand onthe edge of a precipice, teetering on
Eyes tightly shut, | found it surprisingly simple to the verge of a major change, or if | look toward a
i sten to my br ot her 6s future svhiah iseeins, dike s desemntdroadd  stratsh h e

directed. unchanging before me, God will help me trust Him.
fiDrop your left foot down. Move it a few inches to A common piece of advice when approaching a

the | eft. Therebs a toe rheowdsibtuation i s, AKeep you
Moving off the | edge, now | wmeferntd twalki n t he | ,pact bit

afraid. What a difference from a few moments beforeinto this new year wit
This was faith in action. | was trusting Andrew my eyes closed and e
implicitly. Without looking downward, searching for wide open, listening fi = S
handholds, or trying to figure out a way that madéGo d 6 s dir -4
sense to me, | was soon standing on solid ground.  knows the way off ar 4
Reflecting on that experience led me to concludéedge | might get stus
that faith was the knowledge that God could answeon, and | can depend ——
my prayer. Trust could have been manifested itim to direct me t
waiting for God to answer in His time and in His way.solid groundii
But in my case, the Lord showed me what trust is by
prompting me t o cl ose my &e@y eastumnal ¢

voice and let him guide me off the ledge. Faith Fairwood Bible Institute
tion. Amy works as a hor

ac ) i health aide and is takir
I had had faith in God®6osurseso weward

relinquish my supposed control of the situation unti@%wifé‘é%te in Humaj
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/ Family Foundations

SEEING THROUGH SRS S

By Debi Pearl -
ENTY-TWO YEARS would have been if death had cometemporar
GO a wonderful, sweet, calling. There  wil
darling twoyearold boy, whom | When you are young and be a gla
loved, came down with a fever. raising a family, death seems to betomorrow
Within 24 hours he was dead. the ultimate loss. The grief is a At th

During the days after his death, pain you can only know first hand. parting  o!
while the family grieved, | kept his When we are young, we seedeath it is our own loss we grieve,
baby brother. | remember staring atthrough a glass darkly. Aswegrownot t he chil doés,
my sweet Rebekah and feeling aolder, life is not as big as we the presence of God. But there is a
sense of relief that it was not shethought it was when it was all loss into the darkness of eternity
who was taken. before us. Life in this flesh is quite that is far more than the loss of

fiwhen | was a child, | spake temporary. | am not so old yet. temporary separation.
as a child, I understood as a child, ILife is still precious. Death is still The older you get, the more
thought as a child: but when | the enemy. | continue to cling to you see the real enemy; you learn
became a man, | put away childishlife, not only my own but to that to recognize the real grief. It is not
things.o0 What 1 _am about Sav a temporary parting that brings
will be hard for many of you t knowledge of
understand, but as an ol Death |S nOt the Wor?g)t réfr]té dyl judgment
woman | feel compelled v awaiting your child. The pain of
speak. ] that rebellious child seeking a life

Death is not the worst enemy. & : of destruction is a thousand times
When | was a young mother, this Fo i ls : ; more grievous than losing a baby.
truth was simply beyond gl 48 3 ' That mother | spoke of earlier, the
comprehension. To lose a child S one who lost her baby, suffered
. another, far greater loss years later.
She lost her second son to the

bridges because | was afraid |3
could not save all my children if | = devil. Looking back, she now
the car plunged into the water. | TR admits it was her own selfish grief
carefully chose cars by the ease ofof those | love. Yet, my clinging and bitterness. It stole her joy,
opening the safety buckles andhas changed. Somewhere over thdeaving her without a smile to
door® just in case. | studied passing years | realized death wasnurture her living son. | heard her
medications, familiarizing myself not the worst enemy. Grief over say 14 years after the death of her

W |

with potential problems and death stopped being the worsts o n, Alt would have

learning how to use alternative grief. | can now see just a tiny bit have also lost this one to death as a
medicines. My natural instinct to clearer through the dark glass. baby than to see what has become
protect my children, regardless of Eternity is so eternal, soof him now. 0

the cost, was in full operation. God terribly final, so completely I remember when | carried my
gave me that instinct. Along the forever. Death is not final. By the first child in my womb; | had
way, other children whom | knew grace of God, it is not without waited for three years, and when |
died, and | continued to cling to hope. There is something vyetfinally got pregnant | was the
my children, trying to guard their beyond. Temporarily saying happiest person | had ever known.
safety. Yet how frail my efforts goodbye, even to a child, is still One day, as | practiced childbirth
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relaxation, God spoke to me. | belieV
He told me to give the child | wag

carrying to Him. | began to cry anj
begged God not to take the baby; O n

afternoon | wrestled with my own
feelings and what | believed Gog¢
wanted of me. Finally, in great grief
surrendered the child to God. As th
days passed, | was totally thrilled an
amazed that nothing happened. Wh
the baby was born strong and health
I knew God had something biggg
than what | had feared. Still, | say
through a glass darkly. Life and dea
were the only t
life.

Thereafter, as each child w«
conceived, | eagerly gave it to God
Throughout their childhood | had
instincts just like every other mothe
| would protect my children at an]
cost. Instinct, although an
overwhelming feeling, is just instinct
Even mother animals will dig
protecting their young. Oh, mother, §
we as young mothers could just get
vision of something greater tha
instinct for our children, and begin tq
feel just as urgently for their souls
how different it would make us
Things that appear as tragedies are §
so tragic. If as young mothers w
could have eternity in our eyes. Oldq
mothers, Godearing mothers seg
more clearly. Whether it is age @
spiritual mat udi
maybe both but it is not for their
lives we fear; it is for their souls. W4
are still stirred to pray for their safet
and health, but our consuming prayi

is that they overcome all the snar
and diversions this evil world ca
offer. Where once a mother beggsd
Godébs protection
now begs divine intervention at anj
cost (including life or limb). No,
death is not your greatest enem]
Death brings a temporary sadness
time of great loneliness, but in Chrid
there is always hope. Your greate
enemies are those vying for yol
child's soul.

(Continued on pagé?)

Prayer

The

accompanying piece by Mrs. Pearl is eloquent of a profound trl;lth

and needs no further enlargement. But she leaves unsaid a
that deserves a few more lingsar ent s® pr ayer
until the child is born

fo

oint

s sho

In order to combat the massive array of ungodly influendges

that surround Christian children today, their parents should
providing the best possible walls of protection, enclosing

be

AN

unshakable platform for resistance, and that preparation cquid

include several steps.

First might include prayer for their children even before th
parents meet each other. Whi
for a young person to pray for a yet unknown spouse. Why
while hoping one day to be a parent, devote some faith to
future of those children yet unborn?

Second should be a life of personal godliness and integrity
the parentsd part. That cani
room to develop it here. Suffice it to say that parents can
expect their children to gr
have swerved from the truth somehow.

But third and most certainly, parents can engage in prayer|
their children from the mome
new life has begun; a new soul has set out on a course whos4

e
| e

ot,

he

on
ot

hot

Wi

for

nt t

end

will be either heaven or perdition. Oh, leave no stone unturnedffor

its success!

Recommended is the tactic | heard of years ago: fathers, fake

a day of fasting and prayer each month until the child is bg
Mothers, pray regularly as well. Then continue this point
i ntercession throughout c hi
keep putting it in the bank, and one day it will return with intere
as the children grow in the admonition of the Lord and as th
lives one day begin to give Him glory.

Leave nothing to chance. O
baby is cooing and smiling. All too soon those smiles can t
surl vy, and youol |l wo nd e rnowish
the time to prayfi

0 Editor

MARCH/APRIL2009 \  TIMES OF RESTORATION 11

bt,
Pir

n.
0|
dhood

a

onot
m
re

t

on

h



(Seeing Through a Glass Darkly simple thing compared to this grief and joy. It is how you honor
continued from pag#1) grief. You lose a child to death, your husband, thus how you honor
People often ask me how | and everyone understands yourGod.
could ever let my daughter sorrow and shares your pain. But We go through life so
Rebekah go to the mountains ofl ose a chil d t o [Sradtaendtsi e i @f amuwr ya

We go through I i1 fe so
mothers early look to the protection of their s

Papua New Guinea. What theyare an island alone, buffeted onLet us as mothers early look to the

donot under st an everyissle with Isuh turmbil, sucreprotection of their souls. The

Rebekah go years before when sheain, sleepless nights, exhaustedenemy is not death. The enemy is

was still in my womb. Yes, | have prayer, and hopelessness. Griefhot outside, lurking to get in; the

fears, but there is great hope. ThereOnly the older mother understandse n e my i s a mot he

is great joy. There is wonderful eternal grief. Only the older dedi cated to a mot

peace in knowing this is only mother can look in the face of ais our own selfishness, our own

temporary. | shall see her in a few young mother and say, train your anger, our own bitterness, and our

months, or maybe in a few years, children to obey, raise them to love own disappointments. The enemy

but most assuredly | will be with God, be real in the home, so muchis Mother, doing what is right in

her again. There is no grief, there depends on it. her own eyes instead of obeying

is no pain, there is only a glad When you are a young mother God. God, grant us the wisdom to

tomorrow. Yes, | cry when she raising a family, it is so easy to get beyond instinct to the wisdom

leaves, and | wander from room to care about your own feelings, your of true love. God, grant us hearts to

room for a few weeks. When there own hurts, your little fuss with see, to feel, and to live with

is word she will return | clean and your husband. Oh, but Mother, eternity in our eyes.

clean, and buy her clothes and talkthere is coming a day when your fiThe aged women likewise,

and cry some more. own feelings, hurts, and fusses willt hat ét hey may teac
But, mother, what would it be seem so immaterial, so silly. It is women to be sober, to love their

like if she were to disappear from that atmosphere emanating fromhusbands, to love their children

home, leaving in anger and your relationship to your husband, (Titus2:34 ) i 0

rebellion? If I knew she left with a your attitude and responses that

man | didndt | i kleelop desipeet yo Wee?egggfriifg%g/ @ﬁﬁn‘?ﬁw&?i%ﬁf Ho i n
pass and there is no word, there iseternity. It is not your child c o ntact them at

no hope. Grief? That is real grief. training techniques; it is who you www.NoGreaterJoy.org and obtain

: ; information about a free subscription
You think because they are grown are today. It is how you respond t0 ;™'\ g Greater oy magafi”,e'f o5

you cease to feel? Deathissuchd i f e6s ups and GoMvitfed by [&aﬂd(f/lurrhyo 0 s

o

(How a Mother Met the Testcontinued from pag&9) Some time | ater, I donét
rest of it ATrain up a became sodndly convertdd end Vost wll désiee tosgh o u |
and when he is ol d, he wtelniovies.cAnd stiectipanked: herf mothamn heartily. far

The mother perceived what God wished her to ddyaving been true to her in the time of weakness. The
so calling the girl into her room, she kindly but firmly daughter felt that if her mother had given in and
told her what God had just said to her, and explainedtdu mor ed her i n order to av
that as long as a child was under age, it was thghe might have lost out altogether and never have
parentsdé responsibility gdttensavedai n him in the way 't
knew to be right. The «chi Laleb the gourtgylady maried a mamibter ched by
decision of the parents. became very useful i n God

If after the girl should become of age she still feltunderstand it her heart is warm with love for her
like turning to the world movies and all the rest of Savior to this very day. Thank God for helping that
itd that would be her own responsibility; she would benother to meet the test in the Bible way instead of
entirely free to choose and the parents would not beeakly giving in!fi
held liable.
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The Monadnock Beacon

Fairwood Bible Institute is fast moving thro
the students in their own words. Below are excerpts from testimonies written near the close of firg
semester. Since then the young people have continued to grow in godliness, and they (together with all
staff) will appreciate prayer in their behalf as the season advances. Two of them traveled to Israel durin

the recent winter, affording a special opportunity for growth and widening of vision. Please keep all thq
students in your prayers.

Stephen Adams g«

Dublin, New Hampshire

H e|d | Bear Second Year

Leeds, Maine,
First Year

Last year
| was a bit
The first semester here at Biblapathetic
School has been verwt times,
refreshing. | have enjoyedut I
many of the classes andrayed
meetings. One suclwith  the
meeting included aother guys
discussion of aand the
book called The Holy  Spirit
Search for came down and
Significance and met us. | came away with a vision for the lost.
how God madey e ar , my attitude 1is
us all unique andBible School experience of going to meetings
with a purpose. Iclasses and doing work. Instead, | want to hav
pr obl e mpassion for the things bf Godnsg | witlygs &fter fthg
get t hem, no matt e

t he

have
good to be reminded that God loves me just the way i d
am. | sometimes forget that and need to be remindebetp, | want to take that vision and passion

al ways

~

g
it. | canét wait to see tramflaettherhidtddctogmet out of n

This
t
nd

D

C

m and
r
nd

e X t

STUDENT TESTIMONIES
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o

at

a

wh a

S
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Amy Turner

McDonough, Georgia
First Year

Joshua Roe

Orange, Massachusetts
Third Year

The main thing God has
been teaching me recently at
Bible school is that
when | get too
busy, trying to
forget or leave out
God is not the
answer. As the
Christmas season
drew near, stress
levels grew, and my time was filled more and more,
so | slacked off on my personal devotions. | was just
too busy for God, and when | did find time for
devotions, they were empty. Finally, God got through
to me and | gave my devotional time to Him, telling
Him He would have to help me. Since then, my

This year for me starte
out great. Throughout the fe
I was feeling reall;l
encouraged. Later, | had =
rough couple of weeks
but | believe it was th ¢
Lord showing parts ¢
my life that still need t
be worked on. So | hay
been doing my best !
check my spirit. Las
year, the Lord showe =
me | needed to work o..%
my anger, and this year +
showed me that | 3

need to work devotion times have been r
on it some more, plus my pride, and to keepahumimuch | i ke a chore that I i
spirit and honor the authority that is over me. that | HAgeto to do.

Ben Holscherg
Mary Sutton seconivear
Gilboa, New York
First Year This year has

been filled with

|l essons,
Bible School has been great |earning what i

so far, with lots of good means to be a trt
classes. | have gotten a lot Christian man. On
of good from the classes, |esson has been tt.
but for this testimony I will  realization of my
write  about my personal responsibility to be &
i devotions. Recently, | have |ight in a dark world. | am beginning to see how
been reading in | John, much people are suffering, how hopeless and dark
% Wwhich is a book | really their world is, and | want to do my part to show the
J enjoy. | was blessed by the Jight and love of God to them. This realization has
‘A number of ver sgome ahboagh t clagsésd éetings, video series,
love for us and how He witnessing, and my own personal devotions. It seems
demonstrates it. MnBehol dke ® ads beBratdllingemhe wlhat He lwants &romt h e
Father has bestowed upon us, that we should be callgge, and at the same time has shown me what areas in

t he sons of God. o T hing lifevneed So€be chafiged $oUb fan endpty and
encouragement, and | want to love as Jesus tells us t@ffective vessel for Him.
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| came to Bible

Bobby Godfrey

Gilboa, New York
Second Year

the desire to dra McDonough, Georgig
closer to Jesus, - Second Year
develop a mon

personal

This year at relationship

Fairwood has with  Him. |
been really good have seen Himr/
for me. After the fulfilling that

desire anc
answering my
prayer. He has '*
been showing me
that the only way |
can go deeper with Him is
if 1 let go of everything else, both good
things and bad, anything that will distract me from

start of the year,
however, | began
to get kind of
complacent about
some things in my life and made

myself vulnerable to attacks fro A\
the devil. | started having a cros™;
attitude towards praying in faith, and |

School this year witl Jane Turner

was losing ground spiritually. Things changed duringgreatest thing: my relationship with Him. Sometimes,

our Kingdom History class when we learned aboutmany times, it is hard to let go, and by no means |

one of the voyages th€oronet made back in the | yet attained all that God has for me here. But as Paul

early part of the last century. It left a huge impressioowr ot e, Al press on. o
on me. The people on the trip were sold out for
Christ, and some of them died doing Gododos wil

want that for myself, to be sold out for God. That

night was a turning point for me. Now | can say tha Aaron San dfo rd

lom on track and doing ~Bedford,NeWHampsh|re
Second Year

God has definitely

Kate Sutton been working in my life
Gilboa. New York this year. (;I'h:ough the

o meetings and classes, as we
Third Year

as the examples of the ma-- ‘
dedicated Christians arour l
me, | have been gaining
greater hunger for Jesus a..
for living in the way that .
brings Him the greatest
pleasure.

Particularly \
inspiring was_ -

My third year at Bible
school has been going by
quickly, but it has been filled with
enjoyment and good things from
God. One spiritual highlight has
been reading The Search of
Significance and being reminded that |
am totally forgiven and completely Kingdom  History

accepted by God, and that other class, in which we heg‘rd many great stories abou

peopleés_opinions of me nfed &nd Wothén of I%lngomfellowshlpTh
have to base my life on. We also had a great class o &amples of unreservedly giving all to Jesus,
personal evangelism, where we learned to put i

practice what we had studied by doing spiritual

surveys at a nearby college. These are scary yel

mpIeter falthful

exlcitd:ngtdfe_ltys wedr e I'V'degath butqg ') KO8 tﬁglﬁlﬁ
aplanand I am part or it. Spirit to make me this way as | continue to trust|
Him. A

1%

the

no
Matter what that meant or what circumstances they
v¥ere in, was an inspiration to me. | want to be

il
f
[

r

n

bhr
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