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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 
 

TIMES OF RESTORATION proclaims 
the glad news that the ñrestoration of 
all thingsò promised in the books of 
Matthew and Acts is under way. We 
are now living in the climactic times 
ñwhereof God spake by the mouth of 
His holy prophets that have been from 
of oldò (Acts 3:21). The Christianity of 
the Early Church with its intense reali-
ty with God, its fervent love for Christ, 
its expectancy of His return, and its 
absolute submission to the Holy Spirit 
has been restored. The return of Je-
sus Christ is imminent, and it is our 
privilege to prepare the way of the 
Lord by practicing now the way of life 
that will prevail during the Millennium. 

This publication aims to define 
and encourage that way of life, as 
understood by the Christian move-
ment known as The Kingdom. (A 
Statement of Faith is available upon 
request.) It is a humble and holy way, 
based on practice of the whole Bible 
and an acute responsiveness to the 
leadings of the Holy Spirit. Our prayer 
is that the paper will strengthen, chal-
lenge and edify all earnest Christians. 

TIMES OF RESTORATION (ISSN 
0740-9680) is published six times a 
year by The Kingdom Christian Minis-
tries, Dublin, NH 03444. Yearly mate-
rial costs are $7.00. Donations are 
accepted, but subscriptions are free 
by writing to The Kingdom Christian 
Ministries, 18 Fairwood Dr., Dublin, 
NH 03444-8320. Scripture quotations 
are usually from the American Stand-
ard Version. 
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APPEARANCES, or REALITY  ? Part Six 
ñThese allé confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. For 

they that say such things make it manifest that they are seeking after a country 

of their owné. a better country, that is, a heavenly: wherefore God is not 

ashamed of them to be called their God; for He hath prepared for them a City.ò 

Hebrews 11:13 -16  

 

ñWe walk by faith, not by sightò 

2 Corinthians 5:7  

 

It takes the work of Godôs own Spirit to see beyond the mere natural and ñwalk by faith.ò Abraham did 

this when he refused to stop believing for a sonðand later when he refused to withhold that son from sacrifice. 

Peter did this when he defied physical laws to walk on water. 

It also takes the work of the Spirit to insist to ourselves, even in the midst of trauma, that ñGod is Goodò 

and ñGod is Great.ò This demands an inward visionðthe peculiar province of the Spiritða vision which sees 

the invisible. For people to do this, they must know that Reality is greater than ñappearances.ò 

These profound lessons bring our yearôs series to a fitting end. Perhaps the best way to sum it up will be to 

appeal to the words of the prophet Daniel: ñThe people that know their God [like this] shall be strong and do 

exploits,ò or in a newer version, shall ñstand firm and take action.ò To actually possess the knowledge of 

Godðthe God who is Great, Good, and Above All Other Realityðis the best possible equipment for a life of 

stability and power. 

And this means you and me, today. Post-modern winds of doctrine cannot prevail against people like this; 

the gates of Hell itself cannot prevail. This life of victory is not just for the saints of old. May we find our-

selves so equipped and push forward to do the work of God in our day. 

Bottom Line: God is Good, God is Great, and God is Hereðfor us, right now, in this life. 

                   ïEditor 

ñI 
ôM OUT of the boat.ò 

This statement (perhaps 

the newest phrase in 

Kingdom lexicology) is one which, 

on its face, makes little sense. A 

child would be excused for saying 

such things during his imaginative 

play, but we adults hold ourselves 

to a higher standard which, ideally, 

demonstrates some degree of cog-

nitive progress. I recently heard a 

colleague announce in a public 

meeting that he was ñout of the 

boatò (this gathering, incidentally, 

was not being held anywhere near 

a watercraft). But, as is so often the 

case, context makes everything 

clearer; the context in this case is 

found in Matthew 14 and involves 

the apostle Peter doing something 

which also makes little sense: exit-

ing a boat during a storm and 

walking on water. 

This lack of sense should pre-

sent no reason for pause, though, 

as we recognize that the things of 

God often appear to make little 

sense. Paul makes this observation 

in 1 Corinthians 1:18 when he ar-

gues that the things of God, to 

those who are perishing, are noth-

ing but foolishness. We, on the 

other hand, recognize the 

 
by Brandon Aldrich, Dublin, New Hampshire 

 

What if God should call you to walk on water? 
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ñfoolishnessò of the gospel for 

what it really is: ñThe power of 

God unto salvation.ò And so, as 

followers of the cross and unbound 

by the perceived need to ñmake 

sense,ò I think weôll soon find the 

phraseðñIôm out of the boatòðto 

be an excellent ñstatement of faithò 

and a means of shifting oneôs at-

tention away from the earthly 

storm to the divine reality. 

Peter might have been the first 

to utter that phrase, had he pos-

sessed the presence of mind to 

speak while he made that unforget-

table walk atop the Sea of Galilee. 

What he did not possess, more than 

likely, was the presence of mind to 

ponder the question, Having just 

experienced a tumultuous up-

ending of the laws of physics, how 

do I now determine what is real, or 

what is true? 

Of course, such a question is 

based upon the faulty premise that 

oneôs experience or observation is 

the external standard by which re-

ality, or truth, is measured. In other 

words, ñI know that water boils at 

212°F because I measured it in 

science class,ò or, ñI know that 

objects more dense than water will 

sink because I dropped my glasses 

in the lake.ò These examples are 

innocuous enough, but such a 

premise, if it is to be assumed, 

must also reject not only the mirac-

ulous, but also anything not con-

sistent with that which my senses 

perceive to be real or true. This 

premise, then, makes manôs intel-

lect and his observations and expe-

riences the final arbiter of truth. 

The astute Christian is well 

aware of and rejects the post-

modern philosophies that cling to 

such premises, but we should also 

be aware of our enemyôs efforts 

that use seeds of the same ideas to 

introduce doubt into our faith. He 

does so, among other ways, by ele-

vating the significance of what we 

feel, or perceive. In other words, ñI 

know that God has promised to 

provide for all my needs, but that 

bill from the hospital sure is huge,ò 

or ñI know that Jesus has promised 

never to leave me or forsake me, 

but I feel lonely so much of the 

time.ò 

I would argue that our percep-

tion of reality should therefore play 

no part in the equation when evalu-

ating the veracity of Godôs words 

to us. As John Bunyan writes, in 

his narrative of Christianôs transit 

through the River of Death in Pil-

grimôs Progress, ñThe troubles a 

man goes through in these waters 

are no sign that God has forsaken 

him.ò Indeed, as has often been 

remarked during stretches of 

cloudy weather, the sun is still 

shining, even if we can only see 

the clouds. In the same way, the 

fidelity of that which God has 

promised remains unimpeachable 

even when everything I see and 

feel is shouting otherwise. 

No, Peter probably did not 

have the time to ponder the tran-

scendental qualities of the super-

natural while he was ñout of the 

boat,ò but let us examine two he-

roes of the faith who clearly under-

stood them, despite facing storms 

which were arguably more severe 

than anything we face today.  Con-

sider the patriarch Abraham, who 

went around introducing himself as 

ñFather of a multitudeò in spite of 

having only one sonðand he not 

the son of promise. And consider 

his descendant Moses who, having 

chosen to ñendure ill treatment 

with the people of God,ò found 

himself in such circumstances as to 

make the fulfillment of his forefa-

therôs vision a practical impossibil-

ity. 

Yet both men adopted a faith-

ful posture established upon the 

firm foundation of everything God 

had promised to them. And that is 

where every consideration of what 

is real and true must beginðthat 

Godôs words to us must be the 

foundation of our faith and as such, 

are unassailable, unquestionable, 

incontestable, irrefutable, incontro-

vertible, irrefragable, and well, you 

get the idea. In other words, even 

the very law of gravity, which we 

so often take for granted (and of 

which the Scriptures give us no 

promise), should be reckoned as 

downright unreliable when com-

pared to the faithfulness of Godôs 

promises. To believe this, and to 

act accordingly even when the 

storms of life are raging hard, is 

what it means to be ñout of the 

boat.ò 

Abraham knew this well, ap-

parently, for after having been 

promised that he would become 

the father of many nations, the 

Scriptures tell us he did not ñwaver 

in unbeliefò but was ñfully as-

suredò that God would perform 

what He had promised (Romans 

4:20-21). Notably, he adopted this 

posture in spite of the prevailing 

physical conditions he saw around 

him every dayðno legitimate chil-

dren, a body that was as good as 

dead, and a wife whose womb was 

(Continued on page 7) 

The fidelity of that which God has promised remains  

unimpeachable even when everything I see and feel is  

shouting otherwise. 
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I F YOU grew up with the mealtime prayer that 

starts, ñGod is great, God is good,ò you might be 

programmed like me to chant the rest of the prayerð

ñlet us thank Him for our foodéò etc.ðwithout 

particularly dwelling on the opening line. During my 

childhood I spoke and thought this prayer childishly, 

merely repeating what Iôd been taught to say, but until 

recently Iôd never reconsidered the words as a mature 

believer.  The changeover from mindless singsong to 

profound meaning came one night as I knelt in prayer 

by my bed, after being awakened by a fierce 

thunderstorm. 

In my rattled state I had begun thinking of several 

people I knew to be in crisis, and as I got on my knees 

I plunged immediately into what I call ñhigh stakesò 

prayersðones that involve situations so urgent and 

close that I can hardly contain my anguish as I pour 

my heart out to God. It often seems more difficult to 

exercise faith on behalf of other people. I know the 

choices needed for it to be ñwell with my soul,ò but 

have no idea how the battle lines are laid out for the 

souls of my precious friends and family members. 

As my emotions escalated I felt a prompting to 

stop interceding and simply speak words of faith, but 

the only phrase I could eke out was ñGod is great.ò 

From the dim recesses of the past came an echoing, 

ñGod is good,ò and a switch seemed to turn in my 

soul. Those two phrases started a progression of 

thoughts simple enough for a child (or even an 

exhausted adult) to follow, but as they continued I 

found my spirit strengthened and my intercessory 

prayers filled with gladness and wonder. 

The next morning I tried to reconstruct the 

question-and-answer progression of those thoughts and 

prayers, and eventually it looked something like this, 

without the explanatory notes and supporting Bible 

verses Iôve added here: 

Does He know? 

 

Does God know whatôs going on in 

the lives of my loved ones? Does He 

 understand how urgent the needs are? 

 

Does He care? 

 

How does God regard these peopleðespecially 

those who seem to be willfully rejecting Him? 

 

 

 

 

 

Can He help? 

 

Is His power to save stronger than the 

power of the world, the flesh, and the devil? 

 

Yes! God is great. 

 

ñGreat is our Lord and abundant in strength; 

His understanding is infinite.ò (Ps. 147:5) 

 

 

Yes! God is good. 

 

ñGod demonstrates His own love 

 toward uséwhile we were yet sinners 

 Christ died for us...ò (Rom. 5:8) 

ñAnd we have known and 

believed the love that God has for usé. 

God is loveéò (1 John 4:9 & 16) 

 

Yes! God is great. 

 

ñI know that the Lord is great, and 

 that our Lord is above all gods. Whatever 

 the Lord pleases He doesò (Ps. 135:5-6) 

 

Beyond the Question Mark 

 

 

by Laura Brown, North Scituate, Rhode Island 
 

Is God who He says He is, or who we imagine He is? 
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Will  He help? 

 
Will His mercy and love be extended to them, 

 even if they foolishly try to go their own way? 
 

Yes! God is good. 

 
ñThe Lord is gracious and merciful; 

 slow to anger and great in lovingkindness. 

 The Lord is good to all, and His mercies 

 are over all His worksò (Ps. 145:8-9) 

Will the outcome be what I want it to be? 

é. ? .... 
[His silence] 

 

 

éñNevertheless, not my will but Thine be doneòé 

 

[The Christ-followerôs response] 

Since I often find it helpful to see ideas depicted 

visually, it struck me that the cyclical pattern to these 

questions and answers seemed to call for a more 

graphic form of expression.  I found myself adding 

this spiral to the boxes: 

Now, if youôre having trouble relating to my 

experience you might find it helpful to imagine 

yourself in the midst of your own high-stakes prayer. 

Picture yourself walking along the spiraling path 

above as you pray for an ñimpossibleò situation in 

your life, or in the life of someone you care for. Feel 

the depth of each hope and fear until you reach the 

final question markðthe non-answer to the question, 

ñWill the outcome be what I want it to be?ò Perhaps 

you share my experience: Sometimes, no matter how 

much faith I exercise, no matter how emphatically my 

spirit answers ñYes!ò to each question along the path, 

that final question mark can be an awful thing for the 

flesh to bear. 

Before proceeding to the absolute center of the 

spiral, letôs explore the question mark. The tension of 

that place, however uncomfortable, can be very 

instructive. When I allow myself to stay there, I find it 

to beé 

A place of humilityé Iôm reminded that He is 

God and I am not. Like the three worthies in Daniel 3, 

I can say in faith, ñOur God whom we serve is able to 

deliver us, and He will deliver usò (God is great! God 

is good!). But ñif not,ò as those three young men 

saidðor, as I would put it here, ñIf His greatness and 

goodness arenôt manifested in the outcome I desireòð

He is still the only One before whom I should bow in 

worship. 

A place of self-examinationé Job 13:15 contains 

the famous line, ñThough He slay me, yet will I trust 

Him.ò How do I respond when God ñslaysò the dreams 

I have for myself or others? When the outcome of my 

prayers remains in question, or clearly goes against my 

desires, what do I really believe about Godôs goodness 

and greatness? 

A place of self-discoveryé I recently heard a 

pastor say that after all his years of ministry he had 

reached this conclusion: The way people most 

frequently get ñstuckò in their spiritual journey is 

when they equate their circumstances with Godðin 

other words, the outcome of their prayers (or the lack 

of visible outcome) comes to define Godôs nature. Too 

often I find myself stuck in the notion that God is great 

and good only as long as He answers my prayers in a 
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no longer viable. Yet he ñgrew 

strong in faith, and gave glory to 

God.ò 

The account of Abrahamôs 

ever-so-great grandson Moses, in 

Hebrews 11, gives us clues how 

Abraham was able to adopt this 

posture and how we, I believe, 

can do the same. Moses having 

thrown his lot in with Israel had 

incurred the wrath of Pharaoh and 

eventually fled Egypt. After 40 

years in the wilderness, the pre-

vailing physical conditions might 

have caused Mosesô vision of the 

things of God to wane, but in-

stead he endured, we are told in 

Hebrews 11:27, because he saw 

Him who is unseen. 

Moses and Abraham, it is safe 

to assume, focused their attention 

on what could not be seen or ex-

plained without spiritual vision. 

In doing so, they turned away 

from the merely physical condi-

tions they saw around them every 

dayðnot as ostriches, of course, 

but, as we should recognize by 

now, because those conditions 

were a most unreliable metric in 

evaluating the veracity of Godôs 

words and promises. In short, 

they refused to give up on Godôs 

promises, even when the physical 

evidence ñprovedò that fulfillment 

of those promises was impossible. 

We can do the same. Let us 

strive to adopt that posture in the 

face of lifeôs difficulties. There 

may well be a gap between our 

present condition and that which 

God has promised to usðour 

own Sea of Galilee, if you will. It 

may seem that to connect with 

Godôs promises would require 

walking on water, or something 

equally impossible. But letôs not 

be so easily deterredðeven by 

that which we perceive to be 

ñimpossible.ò Instead, letôs be 

willing to step ñout of the boat,ò 

with our vision focused on Him 

who is unseen. v 
 

 
Father of five young children, 

Brandon is treasurer of The Kingdom 
C h r i s t i a n  M i n i s t r i e s  a n d 
groundskeeper at Fairwood, where 
he lives with his family. 

(Continued from page 4) 

ñgreatò and ñgoodò wayðaccording to my definition. 

This is what Larry Crabb describes as putting the 

blessings, or ñsecond things,ò above the ñfirst thing,ò 

the Blesser Himself. 

A place of choosing and re-choosingé After I 

created the spiral, I realized it represented a journey I 

must repeat over and over again, drilling down, so to 

speak, to the essential mystery of faithðñthe 

substance of things hoped for, the conviction of things 

not seenò (Hebrews 11:1). Even when I arrive at the 

question mark Iôm not in a static place, at rest, but still 

vibrating in the tension between faith and despair. Iôm 

reminded of the intriguing phrase in Romans 4:18, 

ñHope against hope,ò where Paul describes how 

Abraham chooses to believe Godôs promise that he 

will be a father of many nations, even as he 

contemplates ñhis own body, now as good as dead, and 

the deadness of Sarahôs womb.ò Hoping against hope 

brings another word picture to mind, of waves 

crashing continuously on the seashore. ñFaith, mighty 

faithò may roll in like a wave, but then recedes as the 

flesh grows weary of not seeing the answer. As the 

wave slides away, however, it meets another mighty 

waveðjust so, fresh hope crashes against and replaces 

the hope that is flagging. 

The greatest challenge of all, of course, lies 

beyond the question mark. There, only because of 

Christôs indwelling Spirit, we have the power to 

respond to the silence as our Lord did in Gethsemane. 

By choosing ñNevertheless,ò we put to death our 

natural human thoughts and desires, and accept ahead 

of time the possibility that the cup of our worst fears 

may not pass from us. This is the end of the road in 

our spiraling journey. This is the ñHoly of Holiesò for 

each believer, a private space where only God can hear 

us respond to His silence, and where only He knows 

what that ñNeverthelessò may cost us. 

As we contemplate this mysterious place, letôs re-

member that we follow Christ not only in His suffer-

ings but also in ñthe joy set before Him.ò I mentioned 

earlier that by the end of my storm-ridden prayer ses-

sion I found my spirit strengthened and my prayers 

filled with gladness and wonder. I believe those feel-

ings flowed from a deep sensing of the Trinityôs ma-

jestic power and infinite love. As you look at the spiral 

graphicðand as you look at your lifeðnever forget 

the big picture. Inside the box, inside everything we 

experience, lie the overarching truths of a simple 

childhood prayer. This is our comfort and strength as 

we spiral through the journey of faithðthat above us 

and beneath us are the everlasting arms of a Great and 

Good God. v 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Mother of three adult children, Laura lives with her 
husband Paul and maintains a home of hospitality for 
family, friends, and neighbors. 

He endured because he 

saw Him who is unseen. 
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Pain, Pleasure And Deprivation  

P  AIN IS not something to be shunned at all cost, 

nor is pleasure something to be sought at any 

cost. Both are simply part of life, not its main focus. 

The hardy person does not insist on having all his 

needs met. He is able to forego gratification. He knows 

that Philippians 4:11-12 precede Philippians 4:19, and 

he remembers that Jesus had unmet needs too. Willing 

to be content in all circumstances, this person is non-

demanding, not necessarily choosing to do without, 

but able to accept what is available. 
 

Balance  

This individual shows balance in his emotional, 

spiritual, physical, relational and professional life. He 

does not habitually overindulge in one area to the det-

riment of another, not needing ñhighsò or shots of 

adrenaline in order to survive and enjoy life. He is not 

easily addicted to anything. (This does not refer to 

substance abuse or other compulsive destructive be-

haviors, but is about the excessive ñneedò for certain 

good things in order to be happyðexercise, compan-

ionship, approval, etc.) The hardy person knows both 

how to do without for the short haul and how to be 

creative in meeting his legitimate needs over the 

long haul. 
 

Self -Knowledge  

Non-defensive, the hardy personality displays an 

extraordinarily high level of self-awareness. He knows 

his strengths and weaknesses and is comfortable with 

these. This frees him from self-absorption and allows 

him to practice the agape love of 1 Corinthians 13:4-7. 

He is not blind or in denial, nor is he compelled to 

compare himself with others. He is aware of his own 

level of need for rest and relaxation and addresses the-

se and other needs as they arise. 

Accountability To God  

A hardy person does not tolerate known sin in 

himself. Known thoroughly by God, he invites Godôs 

searchlight and lives in the presence of the Holy Spirit, 

dealing courageously with his own sin (1 John 1:8-9) 

and carefully and compassionately with the sin of oth-

er people. He ñkeeps short accounts,ò forgiving offens-

es as they occur, asking for forgiveness 

when appropriate. 

 

Leadership  

The hardy person does not need to be in charge 

nor does he abdicate responsibility when others are in 

control. He is a team player. Leadership is neither 

something to be sought nor something to be feared. He 

is willing to lead or to follow (to submit to those 

whom God had placed in authority), believing that 

ñGod delights to work through the leaders He places 

over usò (Romans 13:11, Hebrews 13:17). No matter 

who is in charge, he maintains his commitment to the 

task.  This person is not passive, controlling, or help-

lessé. 

 

Perspective  

The hardy person is not narcissistic, knowing the 

ñplot doesnôt revolve around me; the story doesnôt 

begin or end with meðitôs His story. I am part of 

something bigger than I, and even if I donôt see the 

logic or the resolution of this situation, I will keep on 

trusting God, who is sovereign in all situations.ò This 

person can handle defeat because he is assured of ulti-

mate victory, realizing his approval comes from God, 

not from people. 
 

Responsibility  

 Able to accept responsibility, the hardy person 

sees himself as having an impact on life, an effect on 

those around him. He is comfortable taking credit for 

THE HARDY PERSONALITY  

by Dr. Laura Mae Gardner, Wycliffe Bible Translators, International 

Editorôs Note: When we ran across this gem, it occurred to us that readers might be truly edified by 

reviewing what this missionary organization considers valuable characteristics among their volunteers. In 

fact, any church member would greatly profit by them, and the body of Christ everywhere is in much 

healthier condition when these attributes are present in good supply. How many of them can we offer to 

our own fellowship? 

In presenting this study, Wycliffe Bible Translators notes that ñLack of any of these traits is an indica-

tor that growth is needed, not a cause for guilt or shame. The greatest missionary of all [Paul] acknowl-

edged his weakness (2 Corinthians 12:9-10), and his sinfulness (1 Timothy 1:15-16), but endured crushing 

experiences (2 Corinthians 4:7-10; 2 Corinthians 11:23-28) and drew his strength from Christ 

(Philippians 4:12-13). So may we.ò 
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the good he does, and willing to take blame for the 

bad that he does. He is not a blamer of others. He un-

derstands that wherever he is, he is making something 

better or worse. While he does not deny or rationalize 

his mistakes or avoid responsibility, neither does he 

assume total responsibility. (Responsibility is not a 

biblical word, but we believe it is a biblical concept.) 
 

Generosity  

 A hardy person lives life richlyðgiving love, 

energy, resources, time. He is generous, open, trust-

ing, working, and giving. He does not hoard. He sees 

himself as one living in community, and shares in or-

der that his brother should not be in need. He also re-

alizes that receiving from others, allowing them to be 

part of Godôs provision, can be an act of generosity 

and is necessary for his own well being. 
 

Gratitude  

 The hardy person walks in gratitude. He believes 

that ñwe areémutually dependent on one anoth-

erò (Romans 12:5). He does not consider himself 

ñentitledò to what he is given but, realizing that every 

thing he receives has cost someone else, lets people 

know their gifts of time and substance are valued. He 

accepts his own weaknesses, helplessness and need of 

ñone anotherò [in] care without shame, graciously al-

lowing others to minister to him. He values the syner-

gy of reciprocal ministry. ñCultivate thankful-

nessò (Colossians 3:15, The MESSAGE). 
 

Hope/Joy  

This person has a wonderful sense of hope, which 

anchors him, giving him stability in time of storm. 

This confidence in God makes a daily, positive differ-

ence in his life. The hardy person is not habitually 

pessimistic, critical, or easily discouraged when situa-

tions look black. His hope frees him to experience joy 

in his daily life (Romans 12:12). 
 

Resourcefulness  

The hardy person is innovative and creative. This 

refers to the way he conceptualizes and utilizes op-

tions and resources. ñI have only two pieces of wood 

and a string. Letôs see what I can do to fix that pump.ò 

He is not easily defeated, waiting for someone else to 

do something, nor does he demand the ideal. This per-

son is inventive, looking actively for options, not help-

lessly waiting to be bailed out. His approach to prob-

lem solving is ñLetôs see what I can doò.  Paulôs es-

cape in a basket wasnôt very dignified, but it certainly 

shows initiative on someoneôs part. 
 

Flexibility  

 A hardy person is able to enjoy second choice. ñI 

really wanted to do that, but itôs raining and I canôt. 

Iôll do this instead.ò This person can enjoy what is, 

rather than pout about what he cannot have. Disap-

pointment does not send this person into a tailspin. 
 

Sense Of Humor  

 Hardiness is reflected in the individualôs use of 

humor, i.e. he can laugh at himself, does not take him-

self too seriously, is not easily offended if someone 

laughs at him. He teases others gently. He manifests 

spontaneity and flexibility, enjoys the richness and 

variety of Godôs creation. 
 

Rejection  

The hardy person is not so fragile that failure de-

fines or defeats him. He learns from his mistakes. He 

has the ability to pick up the pieces and restart after a 

failure, a rebuff, or a rejection. This makes him easy 

to supervise (e.g. a consultant overseeing a language 

project). ñHaving fallen down and hurt myself wonôt 

keep me from trying again.ò 
 

Courtesy   

 A hardy person knows that the lubricant of life is 

good manners, a respectful awareness of others and an 

easing of their way by attention to cultural niceties. ñI 

am not an island. I cannot do as I please or act out 

negative feelings. I am aware of my impact on oth-

ers.ò ñSteadily pouring yourselves out for each other 

in acts of love, alert at noticing differences and quick 

at mending fencesò (Ephesians 4:2-3, The MESSAGE). 

(Continued on page 22) 
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S  
ITTING across the table from my beautiful 

friend in the quaint coffee shop, my worry 

mounted. She was sharing details about her 

new whirlwind relationship that had begun a couple 

months earlier. 

ñI finally met that guy Iôve been talking to on the 

Internet. After calling and text messaging constantly 

for the last two months, we decided to take it the next 

levelðso we met half way last weekend. It was amaz-

ing. Heôs perfect for me! He is so kind, smart, funny, 

dynamic é he is too good to be true!ò 

Exactly! I thought to myself. 

ñAnd did I mention he is financially secure? Not 

that money is important.ò Her apparent excitement said 

the opposite. 

ñIs he a Christian?ò 

ñWe met at an online matchmaking site!ò 

ñIs everyone on that a Christian?ò 

ñWell é he hasnôt really been going to churchð

but he definitely loves God.ò 

Saddam Hussein claims to love God. ñHow do 

you know that?ò 

ñHe told me so! I just know God brought 

us together.ò  

ñYouôve only known him for two months. Why do 

you think God brought him into your life?ò I had to 

pinch myself under the table not to 

sound condescending. 

ñBecause é it just feels so right when we talk. We 

have so much in common. He really loves me.ò Oh, 

oh. I can see weôre in trouble now. é 

ñSo é since heôs such a great Christian guy, Iôm 

sure heôs protecting your purity and all, right?òé I had 

a bad feeling about this guy already. My cynicism was 

beginning to show. ñSo if you know each other so 

well, what are his weaknesses?ò Besides not being a 

Christian and being a liar. 

ñHe might be just a little bit compulsive. Is it nor-

mal for a guy to ask you to take off your shoes before 

you get into his car? But I guess I donôt mind too much 

é he has so many other great qualities, 

what could be so bad about that?ò 

Lies Women Tell  

Themselves 

About Men  
by Julie Ferwerda, edited; submitted by David Murray, 

McDonough, Georgia 

While written primarily for those 

unacquainted with Godõs best way of 

approaching courtship and marriage, 

these points embody good principles.  
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Iôd had conversations like this with women dozens 

of times. In fact, for most of my own life, I was the 

one lying to myself. If anyone knew the lies women 

tell themselves to justify getting into bad relationships 

that led to bad marriages, it was me. And now, my pre-

cious friend, the one with whom I had discussed these 

lies over and over, was falling into them much too eas-

ily. I began to pray that she would see the truth before 

it was too late. 

What about you? If you are still trying to hold out 

for Godôs best but you find yourself identifying with 

some of the conversation above, read on. Itôs not too 

late for you to begin identifying the lies you tell your-

self so that you can avoid an empty marriage and shat-

tered dreams. 

 

LIE #1: A ñChristianò man must be Godôs best 

choice of a mate for me. 
Truth: First of all, just because a man calls him-

self a Christian doesnôt mean a thing about his spiritual 

condition. Hitler probably professed to be a nice guy. 

What really shows a manôs faith is actionðinitiating 

his own personal relationship with God and encourag-

ing yours as well; and especially holding his feelings 

back in the relationship to allow God to lead. Godôs 

choice of a mate for you is going to be a godly man, 

and if you listen, God will tell you through an active 

prayer life and the counsel of other godly influences 

whether this is the one He has picked out for you. 

 

LIE #2: If it feels right, it is right.  
Truth: Feelings are unreliable. Donôt trust them, 

especially when it comes to spiritual matters. Feelings 

change day by day, and they can lie to you. Women 

who rely on them to make important decisions are go-

ing to be extremely disappointed, making one mistake 

after another. The decision must be made objectively 

and prayerfully. Furthermore, sexual sin in the rela-

tionship will always cloud objectivity and good judg-

ment. 

 

LIE #3: I can overlook a few charac-

ter problems (a.k.a. red flags)ðno 

one is perfect. 
Truth: If a man has glaring charac-

ter defects, it is likely that he is not 

teachable. Teachability is the number 

one character trait you should look for 

in a potential mate. I am not talking 

about normal struggles or mistakes, but 

habit pattern sins or dysfunctions that 

control their lives and that they are not 

open and contrite about. If a man is 

teachable, he will humbly listen to God and to his fu-

ture wife when making decisions. He will be willing to 

work at his future marriage. 

 

LIE #4: I really know him after spending so much 

time talking to him. 
Truth: Phone and heart-to-heart conversations are 

no substitute for real life situations. He can tell you 

anything you want to hear while hiding behind a 

phone. But get him with his family, or behind a rude 

driver, or at a restaurant getting poor service, and then 

you begin to see what kind of a person he really is. A 

wise woman will wait it out awhile to observe his re-

sponses in every possible difficult and awkward situa-

tion. 

 

LIE #5: He always tells me the truth. 
Truth: If you think that, then you donôt know 

most men in this world. Most men are very good at 

telling women what they want to hear in order to get 

what they wantða physical relationship. Pressure for 

this from a ñChristian manò should be the number one 

indicator of a dishonest man with underlying bad in-

tentions and hidden motives. 

 

LIE #6: Coincidences are a sign from God.  
Truth: Satan, the master liar and counterfeiter, is 

cooking up coincidences to get you off track, so be-

ware! He doesnôt want you to wait for Godôs best. He 

wants to handicap your services for the Kingdom by 

getting you to settle for a miserable and empty mar-

riage. Ask for godly counsel from objective bystand-

ers, pray hard, and stay intent upon Godôs will and not 

your own.  

 

LIE #7: Itôs normal for him to pressure me for the 

physical. Thatôs just how men are. 
Truth: True godly men live to please God and not 

their own selfish desires. They honor women as the 

treasure they are, treating them with absolute purity as 

Jesus would have done. They care more about the pu-

rity of their Christian sisters than about a 

quick thrill for the moment. Physical rela-

tions before marriage are sinful, and if a 

guy is pressuring, he doesnôt care about 

what God thinks and he doesnôt care about 

you either. 

 

LIE #8: There are many quality roman-

tic perfect men out there, just like in the 

movies. 

Truth: Women have so filled their minds 

(Continued on page 22) 
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W HAT is hospitality? I think in essence, true 

hospitality is a reflection of Heaven, our ulti-

mate resting place. Here on earth, our days are 

often ñfilled with sorrow and care,ò as the song says. 

And just as our ñburdens are lifted at Calvary,ò so we 

are also to ñbear one anotherôs 

burdensò (Galatians 6:2). In 

looking for a definition of hos-

pitality, I couldnôt help noticing 

the closeness to the word 

ñhospital,ò an establishment set 

up for the express purpose of 

helping the sick and needy. Is 

that not what true hospitality 

should beða way to offer ref-

uge from the sickness and de-

pravity of the world around us? 

A friend once described 

hospitality as having space in 

your heart and mind for some-

one else; room and time to lis-

ten. Hospitality is not just about 

a welcoming place, but a wel-

coming disposition. I think the 

primary beneficiaries of true hospitality, then, are 

those in our immediate household. Our service to those 

in our homes is a sure indicator of what we really have 

or donôt have to give to others. Hospitality starts at 

home. Paul tells the Romans to remember to practice it 

(12:13), and he actually tells Titus to love it (1:8). 

Moving beyond the family setting, hospitality has 

many benefits in fellowship with other believers. How 

many times have I been personally blessed by Chris-

tian hospitality! I remember a particularly exhausting 

time in my life when I was invited every week to a 

home Bible study. The study itself was fruitful, but 

what I remember most was the beautiful setting of tea 

and cookies our hostess voluntarily prepared for us 

every week. It gave me the 

sense of coming to a calm oa-

sis after a stretching week, and 

it proved a great aid in prepar-

ing me for studying the Word. 

So often God shows us His 

kindness through someone 

else! 

 Visiting in someone 

elseôs house can be a very per-

sonal experience. I learned re-

cently that in one European 

country it is not polite to ask 

folks to eat at your home un-

less you have known them for 

about a year. The reason is that 

eating in someone elseôs home 

is considered very intimate. 

Indeed, in many ways our 

homes are reflections of who we are. That very fact 

can make hospitality difficult if we are not content 

with the state of our homes. But the intimate nature of 

the home can provide times of fellowship that are of a 

completely different nature than a pot-luck meal at 

church. (Church meals certainly have their place, but I 

donôt think they are a substitute for hospitality in the 

home.) Some of the best times of fellowship and 

teaching I have ever received have been around the 

Reflections on Hospitality 
by K. Y., Greencastle, Pennsylvania 

Hospitality from the heart can show the gateway to Heaven 
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 table in a home. 

This kind of hospitality also connotes thoughtful 

preparation. Jesus had His disciples prepare the Passo-

ver before the Last Supper, which included their final 

intimate time of fellowship and teaching. But even in 

that instance, He 

Himself had prepared, 

making just the right 

upper room available 

for them. Preparation 

shouldnôt be frustrat-

ing, as in Marthaôs 

case ,  scur r y i ng 

around so much that 

she missed the point 

of the visit. There 

have been times when 

Iôve put so much ef-

fort into preparation 

for company that I 

was too exhausted to 

enjoy it! I find the 

best way to enjoy the 

preparation is to ask 

prayer for wisdom. 

Thank the Lord for 

His generosity when we remember to ask Him! 

Hospitality can also help beat the blues. I find this 

especially true during winter months when the days are 

short and everything is gloomy. Usually Iôm not look-

ing for extra work, but it always helps me so much 

once I ñbite the bulletò and invite someone. Preparing 

something special, getting the house extra cleané

these exercises keep me out of a lot of trouble. 

Hospitality is also beneficial in the area of evange-

lism. This is a ñwork in progressò in our home, but 

little by little we can see His hand of help. We had the 

opportunity to visit missionaries in France last year, 

who told us that their table was their ñgreatest tool for 

evangelism.ò I was fascinated by their other comments 

about what it was like to work in a culture steeped in 

indifference and complacency. (It didnôt sound too 

much different from the U.S.!) 

How did they reach such people? They found the 

most effective way was through hospitality. Our 

homes are great communicators. They reflect our pri-

orities, our tastes, our housekeeping styles, and even 

our faith. Even though we havenôt bent over backward 

to try to squeeze the gospel message into every con-

versation, still God provides opportunities. At Thanks-

giving a year ago we invited two international families 

to our house for dinner and shared the Thanksgiving 

story before the mealða very natural means by which 

to give God glory. And at Christmas we got a reverse 

invitation and were asked to share the Christmas story, 

which one of the adults had never even heard before. 

Maybe youôre saying, ñWell, that sounds nice, but 

I canôt think of a soul that I would feel comfortable 

inviting.ò To which I 

will be quick to say 

that each of these 

people was brought 

across our path by 

Godôs doings, with 

little seeking on our 

part. 

 Just a quick 

note for those who 

might feel discour-

aged by this topic: I 

realize from personal 

experience that there 

are stages in life 

when hospitality is 

very difficult. It is 

only recently that we 

have come to the 

place where it can 

become part of a 

routine. When there are small children, house projects 

going on, illness, or routine travel, hospitality can be a 

hindrance to family solidarity, which should come 

first. My intention is to encourage us to cultivate love 

for hospitality, even if the outworking of it may not be 

possible right now. 

I pray that God will provide just the right opportu-

nities for you and me to share in the joys of working 

with Him in showing hospitality to others. May He 

continue to bring us just the right people to serve and 

encourage in a way that is a true foretaste of Heaven. v 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Mother of four, of whom she is home schooling two, 
KY enjoys supporting her husband K in hosting his col-
leagues from around the world. 
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W 
E HAVE grown accustomed to hearing that we are a 

ñdemocracy,ò but such was never the intent. The form of gov-

ernment entrusted to us by our Founders was a republic, not a 

democracy.1 Our Founders had an opportunity to establish a democracy in 

America and chose not to. In fact, the Founders made clear that we were 

not, and were never to become, a democracy. 

Many Americans today seem to be unable to define the difference 

between the two, but there is a difference, a big difference. That differ-

ence rests in the source of authority. 

A pure democracy operates by direct majority vote of the people. 

When an issue is to be decided, the entire population votes on it; the ma-

jority wins and rules. A republic differs in that the general population 

elects representatives who then pass laws to govern the nation. A democ-

racy is the rule by majority feeling (what the Founders described as a 

ñmobocracyò 12); a republic is rule by law. If the source of law for a de-

mocracy is the popular feeling of the people, then what is the source of 

law for the American republic? According to Founder Noah Webster: 

ñ[O]ur citizens should early understand that the genuine source of cor-

rect republican principles is the Bible, particularly the New Testament, or 

the Christian religion.ò13 

The transcendent values of Biblical natural law were the foundation of 

the American republic. Consider the stability this provides: in our repub-

lic, murder will always be a crime, for it is always a crime according to 

the Word of God. However, in a democracy, if a majority of the people 

decide that murder is no longer a crime, murder will no longer be a crime. 

Americaôs immutable principles of right and wrong were not based on 

the rapidly fluctuating feelings and emotions of the people, but rather on 

what Montesquieu identified as the ñprinciples that do not change.ò14 Ben-

jamin Rush similarly observed: 

ñ[W]here there is no law, there is no liberty; and nothing deserves the 

name of law but that which is certain and universal in its operation upon 

all the members of the community.ò15 

In the American republic, the ñprinciples which did not changeò and 

which were ñcertain and universal in their operation upon all the members 

of the communityò were the principles of Biblical natural law. In fact, so 

firmly were these principles ensconced in the American republic that early 

law books taught that government was free to set its own policy only if 

God had not ruled in an area. For example, Blackstoneôs Commentaries 

explained: 

ñTo instance in the case of murder: this is expressly forbidden by the 

Divine. . . . If any human law should allow or enjoin us to commit it we 

are bound to transgress that human law. . . . But, with regard to matters 

that are . . . not commanded or forbidden by those superior laws such, for 

instance, as exporting of wool into foreign countries; here the . . . legisla-

ture has scope and opportunity to interpose.ò16 

The Founders echoed that theme: 

James Madison  
[D]emocracies have ever been 

spectacles of turbulence and con-

tention; have ever been found in-

compatible with personal security, 

or the rights of property; and 

have, in general, been as short in 

their lives as they have been vio-

lent in their deaths.2 

John Adams  
Remember, democracy never 

lasts long. It soon wastes, ex-

hausts, and murders itself. There 

never was a democracy yet that 

did not commit suicide.3 

Fisher Ames, Author of the  

H o u s e  L a n g u a g e  f o r  t h e  
First Amendment  

A democracy is a volcano 

which conceals the fiery materials 

of its own destruction. These will 

produce an eruption and carry 

desolation in their way.4 The 

known propensity of a democracy 

is to licentiousness [excessive li-

cense] which the ambitious call, 

and ignorant believe to be liberty.5  

 


