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APPEARANCEISALITY  ? Part six

fThese all é confessed that they were strangenfs and
they that say such things make it manifest that they are seeking after a country
of their owné. a better country, tha
ashamed of them to be called their Go
Hebrews 11:13 -16

t is, al heave
d; for He hat

i wWwe walk by faith, not by sightp
2 Corinthians 5:7

It takes the work of Goddés own Spirit to sqgqe bey
this when he refused to stop believing for assamd later when he refused to withhold that son from sacrffice.
Peter did this when he defied physical laws to walk on water.

It also takes the work of the Spirit to insfist toc
and AGod is Great. o0 Tathepecdliarmpmvindesof the ispditavisicn wihich seeps i o n
the invisible. For people to do this, they mkisowt hat Real ity i s greater han n

These profound | essons bring our yeards serfes to
appeal to the words of t tkeow their@Gpdike this] Bralhbe stong and @oh e p e
exploits, o or in a newer version, shall Astapd fir

Godd the God who is Great, Good, and Above All Other Redliythe best possible equipment for a lifegof
stability and power.
And this means you and me, today. Rostdern winds of doctrine cannot prevail against people like ghis;
the gates of Hell itself cannot prevail. This life of victory is not just for the saints of oldwddind our-
selves so equipped and push forward to do the work of God in our day.
Bottom Line: God is Good, God is Great, and God is 8oz us, right now, in this life.
T Editor

oot of the BO«?{

by Brandon Aldrich, Dublin, New Hampshire

What if God should call you to walk on water?

statement (perhapsmeet i ng t hat h e wrlhis lacki af sehse shduld gres e
thel newest phrase inboat o (this gat hsent morrgason formpaused thaugha | |y

Kingdom lexicology) is one which, was not being held anywhere nearas we recognize that the things of
on its face, makes little sense. A a watercraft). But, as is so often theGod often appear to make little
child would be excused for saying case, context makes everythingsense. Paul makes this observation
such things during his imaginative clearer; the context in this case isin 1 Corinthians 1:18 when he ar-
play, but we adults hold ourselves found in Matthew 14 and involves gues that the things of God, to
to a higher standard which, ideally, the apostle Peter doing somethingthose who are perishing, are noth-
demonstrates some degree of cogwhich also makes little sense: exit- ing but foolishness. We, on the
nitive progress. | recently heard aing a boat during a storm and other hand, recognize the

ﬁ 0 OUT of t doleeague caanbuno in a public walking on water.
Thi
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The fidelity of that which God has promised remains
unimpeachable even when everything | see and feel is
shouting otherwise.

Aifooli shnesso o fsuchtpteraisesgbotsvp shbuld disothhe son of promise. And consider
what it really be: awahe pbwenr bifaeseentdgnd Moseg Wwhb, dhavings
God wunto sal vat ithatruseeeds of the sanwe,ideasite h o s e n to Afendur e
followers of the cross and unbound introduce doubt into our faith. He wi t h t he people of
by the ©percei ve doesrs@ anbng btlter ways) dykeke-himself in such circumstances as to
sense, 0 | t hi nk vatiagothelsigndicarece of whatwe maké tee fulfillment of his forefa-
phrasé il 6 m out otdé t del boan dper cei vteherl s otiheiromwoa dpr, a
be an excell ent Kiem that €adehast promised ftaaity.t h 0
and a means of providd forialh gy needse lutsthata t Yet both men adopted a faith-
tention away from the earthly bi I I fr om t he h ofslppbstuielestablismee ugors thdn u g ¢
storm to the divine reality. or nl know t hat filnefeundatiorhdd everything @od s e d
Peter might have been the first never to leave me or forsake me,had promised to them. And that is
to utter that phrase, had he pos-but | feel lonely so much of the where every consideration of what
sessed the presence of mind tot i me . 0 is real and true must bedirthat
speak while he made that unforget- | would argue that our percep- Goddés words to us
table walk atop the Sea of Galilee. tion of reality should therefore play foundation of our faith and as such,
What he did not possess, more thamo part in the equation when evalu-are unassailable, unquestionable,
likely, was the presence of mindtoat i ng t he v er ac iitcontestalble, iGtuthtiesincanwor d s
ponder the question, Having justto us. As John Bunyan writes, in vertible, irrefragable, and well, you
experienced a tumultuous up hi s narrati ve ofget@éidea.siit dtharnvdrds, evena n s
ending of the laws of physics, how through the River of Death iRil-  the very law of gravity, which we
do I now determine whatisreal,orgr i mdés ,PrioTghe s & rso ofted take foragranted (and of
what is true? man goes through in these waterswhich the Scriptures give us no
Of course, such a question is are no sign that God has forsakenpromise), should be reckoned as
based upon the faulty premise thath i m. 0 Il ndeed, a slowrtights unrelidbte emen loaene n
oneds experiencerenarkedodusngr stretcthesoafpased t o the faith
the external standard by which re-cloudy weather, the sun is still promises. To believe this, and to
ality, or truth, is measured. In other shining, even if we can only see act accordingly even when the
wor ds, i know tthealoudsy o tthe Isamé way,| tlse stams of life are raging hard, is
212°F because | measured it infidelity of that which God has wh at it means to L
science cl ass, 0 promised rémains kunimpeachablkelaa at . 0
objects more dense than water willeven when everything | see and  Abraham knew this well, ap-
sink because | dropped my glassedeel is shouting otherwise. parently, for after having been
in the | ake. 0 Theloge Peteix probably edsdl naet rpemised that he would become
innocuous enough, but such ahave the time to ponder the tran-the father of many nations, the

premise, if it is to be assumed, scendental qualities of the super-Scr i ptures tell us
must also reject not only the mirac-n at ur al whil e he nwausnbfedutef 0f btulhe \
ulous, but also anything not con-boat , 06 but | et surexdamitnheatt wGo ch e w¢

sistent with that which my senses roes of the faith who clearly under- what He had promised (Romans
perceive to be real or true. This stood them, despite facing storms4:20-21). Notably, he adopted this

premi se, t hen, mvdnikhewsere anguably snordé severe posture in spite of the prevailing
lect and his observations and expe-than anything we face today. Con- physical conditions he saw around
riences the final arbiter of truth. sider the patriarch Abraham, who him every dag no legitimate chil-

The astute Christian is well went around introducing himself as dren, a body that was as good as
aware of and rejects the pest i Fat her of a mu ldeadtanddh eviie wihose wengbiwase o0
modern philosophies that cling to having only one sahand he not (Continued on pag@)
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Beyond the Question Mark

by Laura Brown, North Scituate, Rhode Island

Is God who He says He is, or who we imagine He is?

F YOU grew up with the mealtime prayer thatc hoi ces needed f onysoul ,too bhue

starts, AfGod is gr eat , haond idga $iowghe battle lnes yre laid ont fogrthe b e
programmed like me to chant the rest of the pf@yer souls of my precious friends and family members.
il et us t hank Hi m o fwithout o u As my enwitibasoescatated I felt a prompting to
particularly dwelling on the opening line. During my stop interceding and simply speak words of faith, but
childhood | spoke and thought this prayer childishlyt he only phrase | could eke
merely repeating what | 6FRlomhbhe dim receasasgofi the pgast came an,echbingt u
recently 1 6d never reconmGoderisd gtolmal, wo rachsd aas sawintacthu
believer. The changeover from mindless singsong tsoul. Those two phrases started a progression of
profound meaning came one night as | knelt in prayethoughts simple enough for a child (or even an
by my bed, after being awakened by a fierceexhausted adult) to follow, but as they continued |
thunderstorm. found my spirit strengthened and my intercessory

In my rattled state | had begun thinking of severaprayers filled with gladness and wonder.

people | knew to be in crisis, and as | got on my knees The next morning | tried to reconstruct the
I plunged i mmediatel y i muestionanttandwer progessionlof thibde thguphts antd a k e
prayer® ones that involve situations so urgent andprayers, and eventually it looked something like this,
close that | can hardly contain my anguish as | pouwithout the explanatory notes and supporting Bible
my heart out to God. It often seems more difficulttov er ses | 6ve added here:
exercise faith on behalf of other people. | know the

Does Heknow? — Yes! God is great.
Does God know whatos
the lives of my loved ones? Does He

understand how urgent the needs are?

fiGreat is our Lord and abundant in strength;
His understanding is infinité. Pq, 147:5)

Does Hecare? — Yes! God is good.

fiGod demonstrates His own love
toward uséwhile we
Christ died for us.0 Rgm. 5:8)

fAAnd we have known and
believed the

God is | oveéo

How does God regard these pe@pkespecially

those who seem to be willfully rejecting Him? wer e yet

| ove
(1

= e

t
Jo

Can He help? —_— Yes! God is great.

Is His power to save stronger than the
power of the world, the flesh, and the devil?

fil know that the Lord is great, and
that our Lord is above all gods. Whatever

the Lord please$) He doeso (
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Will He help?

—

Will His mercy and love be extended to them,
even if they foolishly try to go their own way?

Yes! God is good.

fiThe Lord is gracious and merciful;
slow to anger and great in lovingkindness.
The Lord is good to all, and His mercies

are over all H9s workso (Ps.
Will the outcome be what | want it to be?
e . ?
[His silence]
éiNeverthel ess, not my wi || but Thine b
[The Christf ol | owerlps response

Since | often find it helpful to see ideas depictedinal question mar& the noranswer to the question,
visually, it struck me that the cyclical pattern to thesé&wi | | the outcome be what I
guestions and answers seemed to call for a mog®u share my experience: Sometimes, no matter how

graphic form of expression.

this spiral to the boxes:

GOD IS GREA T

e outcmk

W

be?
X0

) )’c’s‘/

4
w VJ\/\ﬂt | Wq"l-é

GOD 15 GOOD
Now, i f y O
experience you might find it helpful to imaginef r e quent |y get istuck?od i n

yourself in the midst of your own higdtakes prayer. when they equate their circumstances with &a
Picture yourself walking along the spiraling pathgther words, the outcome of their prayers (or the lack

above as you

| found myself addingmuch faith | exercise, no matter how emphatically my

spirit answers fiYes! 0 to e,
that final question mark can be an awful thing for the
flesh to bear.

Before proceeding to the absolute center of the
spiral, |l et ds explore the
that place, however uncomfortable, can be very
instructive. When | allow myself to stay there, | find it
to beé

A place of 6mumielmi ngéd ¢t
God and | am not. Like the three worthies in Daniel 3,

I can say in faith, noOur G
del i ver us, and He wil!|l de
is good!) . But A f not, O
saiddor, as | would put it he

goodness arendt mani fédsted
He is still the only One before whom | should bow in
worship.

oA place of sele x a mi n dab L3016 éontains
the famous || ine, AThough H
Him. o How do | respond wher
| have for myself or others? When the outcome of my
prayers remains in question, or clearly goes against my
desires, what dorkallyb el i eve about Goc
and greatness?

oA place of selfl i s c o\ escently heard a
pastor say that after all his years of ministry he had

udre havi ngreathed thiB | cBnclusich! #he | wag@ pebpe bt

pray for

2F FiHposei blue@omej uabmes t

your life, or in the life of someone you care for. Feebften | find myself stuck in the notion that God is great
the depth of each hope and fear until you reach thgénd good only as long as He answers my prayers in a
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figr eat 0 an d adcgding thany defingion. natural human thoughts and desires, and accept ahead
This is what Larry Crabb describes as putting thef time the possibility that the cup of our worst fears
bl essings, or fAsecond t maynngtspase from o Vhés istthie end &f fthie roadtin t h i
the Blesser Himself. our spiraling journey. Thi s
eA place of choosing and 4@ h o o s Aftergl é each believer, a private space where only God can hear
created the spiral, | realized it represented a journeyus respond to His silence, and where only He knows
must repeat over and over again, drilling down, sotwh at t hat #ANeverthel esso may
speak, to the essential mystery of faitht he As we contemplate this mys
substance of things hoped for, the conviction of thinggiember that we follow Christ not only in His suffer-
not seendo (Hebrews 11: 1) .ngBEvdmntwhaésoliarfithe jaoy th
guestion mark | 6m not i nearbertbatythé end ¢f mastowigdengtayersesst , b
vibrating in the tensi onsiomlefeundemy rspirit sirengthened ardl mg praypra i r .
reminded of the intriguing phrase in Romans 4:18filled with gladness and wonder. | believe those feel-
fiHo p e against hope, o whiem@s HFdwlwedesecopimba@as dédepw sen
Abraham chooses to bel i jestiepowerandingniteoveoAs yos ok at theaspiral h e
will be a father of many nations, even as hegraphi@ and as you look at your lifenever forget
contempl ates fhis own b otheybjg pistwey Ingside thg boy, dnside verytbirgdve a n
the deadness of Sar ahos experiance, de theoqyearanching drgthasi oh a tsimgieo p e
brings another word picture to mind, of waveschildhood prayer. This is our comfort and strength as
crashing continuousl!l y o nwe spira threughatiehoarneg of fafifthas above us mi g h
faitho may roll i n | i ke ardbaeneathes areltha everlasting armsrotacGregiteasd a s
flesh grows weary of not seeing the answer. As th&ood Gody
wave slides away, however, it meets another mighty
wave)d just so, fresh hope crashes against and replaces
the hope that is flagging.
The greatest challenge of all, of course, lies
beyondthe question mark. There, only because of
Christo S | ndwel | ' ng Spir II\/Fother ofiftee ataiu"f} Xhﬁ’dren,t Lgu?a livdd Qill fier to
respond to the silence as our Lord did in Gethsemangusband Paul and maintains a home of hospitality for
By choosing f@ANeverthel eftmliy fjendspapdneghbars. t o death our

(Continued from pagé) on what could not be seen or ex-may well be a gap between opr
no |l onger v i ab | gained Yvehout $pieitualfivisiore vpresent condition and that whigh
strong in faith, and gave glory to In doing so, they turned away God has promised to &sour
God. 0 from the merely physical condi- own Sea of Galilee, if you will. |

The account o tfons thely saw Araunbtisem every may seem that to connect with
everso-great grandson Moses, in dayd not as ostriches, of course, God 6 s promi ses wo ul
Hebrews 11, gives us clues how walking on water, or something
Abraham was able to adopt this He endured becausehe equally i mposs| bl e.
posture and how we, | believe, sgw Him who is unseen. be so easily deterrédeven by

can do the same. Moses having that which we perceive to be
thrown his lot in with Israel had but, as we should recognize byfii mpossi bl e. 0 Il nst e:
incurred the wrath of Pharaoh andnow, because those conditonswi | | i ng to step fAout

eventually fled Egypt. After 40 were a most unreliable metric in with our vision focused on Hinp
years in the wilderness, the pre-ceval uating the whwisansdeiuy of Gold 6 s
vailing physical conditions might words and promises. In short,
have caused Mosehneyvireifasedf tohegi ve up on GoHdods
things of God to wane, but in- promises, even when the physical
stead he endured, we are toldinevi dence fipr ove do Fathef @ftfivefyqymgfchilqirqn,me nt

Brandon Is treasurer of The Kingdom

Hebrews 11:27, because he sawof those promises was impossible. - ristian  Ministries and

Him who is unseen. We can do the same. Let usgroundskeeper at Fairwood, whefe
Moses and Abraham, it is safe strive to adopt that posture in the Ne lives with his family.
to assume, focused their attentionf a c e of | i feds di fficulties. Ther e
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THE HARDY PERSONALITY

by Dr. Laura Mae Gardner, Wycliffe Bible Translators, International

Edi tor 6s Not e: When w

e ran across this gem, it o

reviewing what this missionary organization considers valuable characteristics among their volunteers. In
fact, any church member would greatly profit by them, and the body of Christ everywhere is in much

healthier condition when these attributes are prese
our own fellowship?
I n present.

ng this

study,

nt in good supply. How many of them can we offer to

Wycliffe Bible Transl af

tor that growth is needed, not a cause for guilt or shame. The greatest missionary of all [Paul] acknowl-

edged his weakness (2 Corinthians 12:80), and his

sinfulness (1 Timothy 1:186), but endured crushing

experiences (2 Corinthians 4:710; 2 Corinthians 11:2328) and drew his strength from Christ

(Philippians 4:1221 3) . So may we.

Pain, Pleasure And Deprivation

AIN IS not something to be shunned at all co

nor is pleasure something to be sought at
cost. Both are simply part of life, not its main focu
The hardy person does not insist on having all
needs met. He is able to forego gratification. He kn
that Philippians 4:112 precede Philippians 4:19, an
he remembers that Jesus had unmet needs too. Wi
to be content in all circumstances, this person is n
demanding, not necessarily choosing to do withg
but able to accept what is available.

Balance

This individual shows balance in his emotiong
spiritual, physical, relational and professional life. H
does not habitually overindulge in one area to the de
ri ment of anot her, not
adrenaline in order to survive and enjoy life. He is 1
easily addicted to anything. (This does not refer
substance abuse or other compulsive destructive
havior s, but i s about t
good things in order to be hagpexercise, compan-
ionship, approval, etc.) The hardy person knows b
how to do without for the short haul and how to

creative in meeting his legitimate needs over the | o ¢

long haul.

Self -Knowledge

Non-defensive, the hardy personality displays
extraordinarily high level of seliwareness. He knows
his strengths and weaknesses and is comfortable
these. This frees him from selbsorption and allows
him to practice the agape love of 1 Corinthians 13:4
He is not blind or in denial, nor is he compelled
compare himself with others. He is aware of his o
level of need for rest and relaxation and addresses

0

Accountability To God

t, A hardy person does not tolerate known sin in

ngi msel f. Known thoroughly |
searchlight and lives in the presence of the Holy Spirit,
idealing courageously with his own sin (1 John-4).8

and carefully and compassionately with the sin of oth-

er people. He fikeeps short
limg as they occur, asking for forgiveness
brwhen appropriate.

U} eadership
The hardy person does not need to be in charge
nor does he abdicate responsibility when others are in
|, control. He is a team player. Leadership is neither
|esometh|ng to be sought nor something to be feared. He
ets willing to lead or to follow (to submit to those
whem %qd m@d p'ﬁcﬁdu '@ ﬁumr'ty)obe“evm mt
off God wor
tver uso (Romans 13: 11
pwho is in charge, he maintains his commitment to the
r}iaék- Ehis pessensis nptepassivig,LNoding.rophelp-¢ e
esseée.
btPerspective
P€  The hardy person is not narcissistic, knowing the

hro
He

doesnodt revolve arou
begin or end with m&i t 6s Hi s story.
somet hing bigger than I, a
ariOgiC or the resolution of this situation, | will keep on
rusting God, who i s sover

L ipgrson can handle defeat because he is assured of ulti-
mate victory, realizing his approval comes from God,
not from people.

foResponsibility

vin Able to accept responsibility, the hardy person
theees himself as having an impact on life, an effect on

se and other needs as they arise.

8 TIMES OF RESTORATION \  NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2008
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the good he does, and willing to take blame forfttr eal | ' y wanted to do that, b
bad that he does. He is not a blamer of others. Hg | 6 | | do this instead. o This
derstands that wherever he is, he is making someelh rather than pout about what he cannot have. Disap-
better or worse. While he does not deny or rationgli pointment does not send this person into a tailspin.
his mistakes or avoid responsibility, neither does lSense Of Humor
assume total responsibility. (Responsibility is no} Hardiness is reflected in
biblical word, but we believe it is a biblical concept. . : .
humor, i.e. he can laugh at himself, does not take him-
Generosity self too seriously, is not easily offended if someone
A hardy person lives life richfy giving love, | laughs at him. He teases others gently. He manifests
energy, resources, time. He is generous, open, J‘l spontaneity and flexibility, enjoys the richness and
ing, working, and giving. He does not hoard. Hegevar i ety of Goddos creation.
himself as one living in community, and shares in|o Reiecti
. : jection
der that his brother should not be in need. He alsq The hard : t 50 fragile that fail de-
alizes that receiving from others, allowing them to|k . € hardy person IS not so fragiie that faiure oe
A . . fines or defeats him. He learns from his mistakes I—e|e :
part of Godods provisiop, the ability 1o pick up the i d ttr? rosi
and is necessary for his own well being. as the ability 1o pick up the pieces and restart atter a
failure, a rebuff, or a rejection. This makes him easy
Gratitude to supervise (e.g. a consultant overseeing a language
The hardy person walks in gratitude. He beliey¢«pr oj ect ) . AHaving fallen do\
t hat Awe areémutually keep me from trying ag&ain. o
ero _(Roma\ns 12:5). He_Courtesy sel f
Afentitledo to what he A hard K that the Iubri tfl'f'that
thing he receives has cost someone else, lets pé« ardy person knows that the jubricant ot ife 1S
know their gifts of time and substance are valued. IgOOd manners, a respectful awareness of others and an
accepts his own weaknesses, helplessness and ngcas!ng o f their way by atter
fone anothero [in] car eamnc_)tanls_land.Icannotdoaslpl_easeorac out, y
lowing others to minister to him. He values the syrje negative ]‘eellrlgg. I am adw_arle of my Impact on o h-
g Z s Soof ( (; oelch)i1 es?\&rEiSOSZéIE: 3 m '1 g | ﬁ]rac?s.ofolover,] aletrt Ztanotitl:ing )éliffer%nocetjs rarl1d rlugcfk d 0
' 'lat mending fenS8dm=MEISE@Ghesi an
HOpe/Joy (Continued on pag22)
This person has a wonderful sense of hope, whi_. pag
anchors him, giving him stability in time of storr.
This confidence in God makes a daily, positive differ-
ence in his life. The hardy person is not habitually
pessimistic, critical, or easily discouraged when situa-
tions look black. His hope frees him to experience |joy
in his daily life (Romans 12:12).
Resourcefulness
The hardy person is innovative and creative. Tlhis
refers to the way he conceptualizes and utilizes |op-
tions and resources. Al h a es of wo
and a string. Letods seq wh X that p
He is not easily defeated, waiting for someone elsg to
do something, nor does he demand the ideal. This|per-
son is inventive, looking actively for options, not he|p-
lessly waiting to be bailed out. His approach to prpb-
l em solving is fALetds Ppee Paul 0s
cape in a basket wasnot ve it cert
shows initiative on someon
Flexibility
A hardy person is able t hoi ce. il
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Lies quen Tell
Themselves

~
- About Men

by Julie Ferwerda, edited; submitted by David Murray,
McDonough, Georgia

While written primarily for those

unacquainted with Godods bes
approaching courtship and marriage,

these points embody good principles.

friend in the quaint coffee shop, my worry nHe tol d me so! I just

S ITTING across the table from my beautfuly ou know t hat ?0
mounted. She was sharing details about har s t oget her . 0

new whirlwind relationship that had begun a couple fiYoubve only known him fo
months earlier. you think God brought him
fi | finally met that gupinch d6myselfb aeder ttleel Kdbleg ndt otoon
Internet. After calling and text messaging constantlsound condescending.
for the last two months, we decided to take itthenext A Because é it just feel s
leveld so we met half way last weekend. twasamazhave so much in commOm. He
i ng. Hebs perfect for meol'lh.Hd icanseeki wddr emianttr du
dynamic é he is too good tAdcSobeé tsriunecced heds such a
Exactly!l thought to myself. sure heds protecting your j
AAnd di d | ment i on he aibadfetlingnabontcthis guy hlnpadys Myccynicienf?wasN o t
that money is important.edenniappat entshexwc i tfieSmwe nit f
the opposite. wel | | wh at ar eBedmdeéssnot weitng & n e s
Als he a Christian?o Christian and being a liar.
AWe met at an online matfthenaki golgt sheé ef ost a | itt]l
ils everyone on that a m#&fora gasyttd asknyBudo take off your shoes before
i Wel | € he hasnoét rdaly ou bgeeetn ignotion ghitso cahwr But |
but he definitely | oves é&odhe has so many ot her

Saddam Hussein claims to love GdgdHo w dvd a t could be so bad about
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| 6d had conversati ons teachkable, hehwill iumbly listhn torGodnand to Hiofa-e n s
of times. In fact, for most of my own life, | was the ture wife when making decisions. He will be willing to
one lying to myself. If anyone knew the lies womenwork at his future marriage.
tell themselves to justify getting into bad relationships
that led to bad marriages, it was me. And now, my pre-LIE #4: | really know him after spending so much
cious friend, the one with whom | had discussed these time talking to him.
lies over and over, was falling into them much too eas- Truth: Phone and heatb-heart conversations are
ily. | began to pray that she would see the truth before  no substitute for real life situations. He can tell you
it was too late. anything you want to hear while hiding behind a
What about you? If you are still trying to hold out phone. But get him with his family, or behind a rude
for Godbés best but you firiven dr atyagestausaet betttingipabeservide faydithery  w i
some of the conver sat i onouddygia tosee whatkimdlof soperson hetre@dlly is.iho t
late for you to begin identifying the lies you tell your- wise woman will wait it out awhile to observe his re-
self so that you can avoid an empty marriage and shaponses in every possible difficult and awkward situa-
tered dreams. tion.

LIE #1: A AChristiand man bE#5:tHe dveays@bsdné the thuth.s t
choice of a mate for me. Truth: | f you think that, t he
Truth: First of all, just because a man calls him-most men in this world. Most men are very good at
self a Christian doesnottelimgveomenavhat thay want taHear intorddr toget s p i |
condition. Hitler probably professed to be a nice guywhat they waré a physical relationship. Pressure for
Wh a't really shows Omitiatimgn d i 6afrbmia @AChiiosti an mano
his own personal relationship with God and encouragndicator of a dishonest man with underlying bad in-
ing yours as well; and especially holding his feelinggentions and hidden motives.
back in the relationship to allow God to | ead. God
choice of a mate for you is going to begadly man, LIE #6: Coincidences are a sign from God.
and if you listen, God will tell you through an active  Truth: Satan, the master liar and counterfeiter, is
prayer life and the counsel of other godly influencegooking up coincidences to get you off track, so be-

whether this is the one He has picked out for you. war e! He doesndt want you t
wants to handicap your services for the Kingdom by
LIE #2: If it feels right, it is right. getting you to settle for a miserable and empty mar-
Truth. Feel i ngs ar e unr el iriage.lAsk. for godhyndbunseltfronu agbjective bystamd-
especially when it comes to spiritual matters. Feelinge r s , pray hard, and stay int

change day by day, and they can lie to you. Womeyour own.

who rely on them to make important decisions are go-

ing to be extremely disappointed, making one mistakeL | E # 7 : ltdés normal for him
after another. The decision must be made objectively physical . Thatoés just ho
and prayerfully. Furthermore, sexual sin in the rela- Truth: True godly men live to please God and not
tionship will always cloud objectivity and good judg- their own selfish desires. They honor women as the

ment. treasure they are, treating them with absolute purity as
Jesus would have done. They care more about the pu-
LIE #3: | can overlook a few charac- rity of their Christian sisters than about a

ter problems (a.k.a. red flags) no
one is perfect.

Truth: If a man has glaring char:
ter defects, it is likely that he is 1
teachable. Teachability is the num
one character trait you should look
in a potential mate. | am not talki
about normal struggles or mistakes,
habit pattern sins or dysfunctions i
control their lives and that they are
open and contrite about. If a mar

quick thrill for the moment. Physical rela-

tions before marriage are sinful, and if a
guy i s pressuring, he
what God thinks and he
you either.

LIE #8: There are many quality roman-
tic perfect men out there, just like in the
movies.
Truth: Women have so filled their minds
(Continued on pag2?)
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@ Hearken O Daughter

Reflections on Hosj

by K. Y., Greencastle, Pennsylvania

Hospitality from the heart can show the gateway to Heaven

T is hospitality? | think in essence, trug tian hospitality! | remember a particularly exhausting
ospitality is a reflection of Heaven, our ultf time in my life when | was invited every week to a

ate resting place. Here on earth, our days pfgome Bible study. The study itself was fruitful, but

often Afilled with sor rlovatlaeamdmber mosewa® thesbsautifulrsettingsobteag
And just as our fibur de n|sandacookieslourfhosess vauntarilg preparad fgr,ue® s
are al soonto amdtehaerr 6s every week. It gave me the
burdens (Gal ati ¢ sense of coming to a calm oa-
looking for a definition of hot, sis after a stretching week, and
pitality, I c# = o, ij proved a great aid in prepar-
the closeness to the weg®s B 4 % ing me for studying the Word.
ihospital, o ag ¥ Sl ’%' So often God shows us His
up for the express purpose; ¥ ? e kindness through someone
helping the sick and needy.‘f\ else!
that not what true hospital Visiting in someone
should bé a way to offer ref el sebs house can
uge from the sickness and sonal experience. | learned re-
pravity of the world around us cently that in one European

A friend once describe country it is not polite to ask
hospitality as having space folks to eat at your home un-
your heart and mind for son %. less you have known them for
one else; room and time to about a year. The reason is that
ten. Hospitality is not just abc eating in someone
a welcoming place, but a w "is considered very intimate.
coming disposition. | think the Indeed, in many ways our

primary beneficiaries of true hospitality, then, grehomes are reflections of who we are. That very fact
those in our immediate household. Our service to thosean make hospitality difficult if we are not content
in our homes is a sure indicator of what we really haveiith the state of our homes. But the intimate nature of

or donét have to give |[ttbehae baa pravide titdes ofgellovship thdt sre ofa a r

home. Paul tells the Romans to remember to practigedompletely different nature than a potk meal at
(12:13), and he actually tells Titus to love it (1:8). church. (Church meals certainly have their place, but |

Moving beyond the family setting, hospitality hasd o n 6 t think they are a sub

many benefits in fellowship with other believers. Hqwhome.) Some of the best times of fellowship and
many times have | been personally blessed by Chriseaching | have ever received have been around the
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table in a home. to give God glory. And at Christmas we got a reverse
This kind of hospitality also connotes thoughtfulinvitation and were asked to share the Christmas story,
preparation. Jesus had His disciples prepare the Pgassdiich one of the adults had never even heard before.

ver before the Last Supper, which included their fipal May be youdre saying, nWel |
intimate time of fellowship and teaching. But evenlinl canot think of a soul t ha
that instance, F : w1 inviting.o0o To

Himself had prepare
making just the rigl
upper room availab
for them. Preparatic

‘'that each of these
people was brought
across our path by

/ éwill be quick to say

shoul dnot Godobs doi ngs,
i ng, as _ little seeking on our

case, scurryin

around so much t : Just a quick

she missed the pog'
of the visit. Ther
have been times wh™/
| 6ve put
fort into preparatiogt
for company that
was too exhausted
enjoy it! | find thd
best way to enjoy th
preparation is to a
prayer for wisdon
Thank the Lord for
His generosity when we remember to ask Him!
Hospitality can also help beat the blues. | find t
especially true during winter months when the days

note for those who
might feel discour-
aged by this topic: |
realize from personal
experience that there
are stages in life
hen hospitality is
very difficult. It is
only recently that we
have come to the
place where it can
become part of a
routine. When there are small children, house projects
higgoing on, illness, or routine travel, hospitality can be a
afeindrance to family solidarity, which should come

short and everything i s| fisi Mydnegtion idic ane@lrdgy us to&utiivatedove | o0 o
ing for extra work, but it always helps me so mughor hospitality, even if the outworking of it may not be

once | fibite the bull et|dossibedightnoowi t e someone. Prepar
something special, get { i nilgraythht&od wilb provide just the righd opportue a n é

these exercises keep me out of a lot of trouble.

Hospitality is also beneficial in the area of evang

nities for you and me to share in the joys of working
ewith Him in showing hospitality to others. May He

[ i sm. This is a dAwor k | continue to gringeus gish thei right peaple to $eovenand b L
little by little we can see His hand of help. We had the&ncourage in a way that is a true foretaste of Heaven.
opportunity to visit missionaries in France last yefr,

who told us that their |table was eatest to
evangelism. o0 | was fasclinated er commen
about what it was like to work in a culture steeped| in

indi fference and sound toc

much different from the U.S.!)
How did they reach such people? They found

most effective way was through hospitality. O
homes are great communicators. They reflect our
orities, our tastes, our housekeeping styles, and ¢
our faith. Even though
to try to squeeze the gospel message into every
versation, still God provides opportunities. At Thanh
giving a year ago we invited two international famili

to our house for dinner and shared the ThanksgiuingY

story before the medla very natural means by whic

pri-
ven
we
Con-
s_
PS

Mother of four, of whom she is home schooling two,
enjoys supportincher husband Kin hosting his col-
1 leagues from around the world.
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_ E HAVE grown accustomed to hearing that we are a

James Madison Wﬁdemocracy,(‘) but such was neve

[Dlemocracies have ever been ernment entrusted to us by our Founders was a republic, not a
spectacles of turbulence and con-gemocracy.Our Founders had an opportunity to establish a democracy in
tention; have ever been found in- America and chose not to. In fact, the Founders made clear that we were
compatible with personal security, not, and were never to become, a democracy.
or the rights of property; and Many Americans today seem to be unable to define the difference
have, in general, been as short inpetween the two, but there is a difference, a big difference. That differ-
their lives as they have been vio- gnce rests in the source of authority.
lent in their death$. A pure democracy operates by direct majority vote of the people.
John Adams When an issue is to be decided, the entire population votes on it; the ma-

Remember, democracy never jority wins and rules. A republic differs in that the general population
lasts long. It soon wastes, ex- elects representatives who then pass laws to govern the nation. A democ-
hausts, and murders itself. Thereracy is the rule by majority feeling (what the Founders described as a
never was a democracy yet thatfi mo b o c'f);a cepublic is rule by law. If the source of law for a de-

did not commit suicidé. mocracy is the popular feeling of the people, then what is the source of
Fisher Ames,  Author of the law for the American republic? According to Founder Noah Webster:

House Language for the A[ Olur citizens should early wunde
First Amendment rect republican principles is the Bible, particularly the New Testament, or

A democracy is a volcano { o chr i sf¥ an religion.o

which conceals the fiery materials ¢ yranscendent values of Biblical natural law were the foundation of
of its own destruction. These will o American republic. Consider the stability this provides: in our repub-
produce an eruption and cary jic muyrder will always be a crime, for it is always a crime according to
desolation in their way. The o \word of God. However, in a democracy, if a majority of the people

known propensity of & democracy e ide that murder is no longer a crime, murder will no longer be a crime.
is to licentiousness [excessive li-

: - Americads i mmutable principles of
cense] which the ambitious call, 1o rapidly fluctuating feelings and emotions of the people, but rather on
and ignorant believe to be liberty. what Montesquieu identified Bes the

jamin Rush similarly observed:

Af W] here there is no | aw, there i
name of law but that which is certain and universal in its operation upon
all the members® of the community. o

In the American republic, the fAp:

|

which were fAcertain and wuniversal
of the communityo were the princip
firmly were these principles ensconced in the American republic that early
law books taught that government was free to set its own policy only if

God had not ruled in an area. For
explained:

ATo instance in the case of murd:¢
Divine. . . . If any human law should allow or enjoin us to commit it we
are bound to transgress that human law. . . . But, with regard to matters
that are . . . not commanded or forbidden by those superior laws such, for
instance, as exporting of wool into foreign countries; here the . . . legisla-

ture has scope and®opportunity to |
The Founders echoed that theme:
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