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all thingsò promised in the books of 
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are now living in the climactic times 
ñwhereof God spake by the mouth of 
His holy prophets that have been from 
of oldò (Acts 3:21). The Christianity of 
the Early Church with its intense reali-
ty with God, its fervent love for Christ, 
its expectancy of His return, and its 
absolute submission to the Holy Spirit 
has been restored. The return of Je-
sus Christ is imminent, and it is our 
privilege to prepare the way of the 
Lord by practicing now the way of life 
that will prevail during the Millennium. 

This publication aims to define 
and encourage that way of life, as 
understood by the Christian move-
ment known as The Kingdom. (A 
Statement of Faith is available upon 
request.) It is a humble and holy way, 
based on practice of the whole Bible 
and an acute responsiveness to the 
leadings of the Holy Spirit. Our prayer 
is that the paper will strengthen, chal-
lenge and edify all earnest Christians. 
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Run ye to and fro 
through the streets of 
Jerusalem, and see 

now, and know, and 
seek in the broad plac-

es thereof, if ye can 
find a man, if there be 
any that doeth justly, 
that seeketh truth; and 

I will  
pardon her.   

 

Jeremiah 5:1 
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APPEARANCES,  or  REALITY  ?  Part Three 
 

 

 ñThese allé confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth.  For they that say such 

things make it manifest that they are seeking after a country of their owné.  a better country, that is, a 

heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed of them to be called their God; for He hath prepared for them 

a City.ò 

 Hebrews 11:13-16 

 

 ñWe walk by faith, not by sight.ò 

 2 Corinthians 5:7 

 

 Life has a way of throwing curve-balls.  Just when relief seems in view, something else happens.  Even as 

believers, we are sometimes tempted to wonder, like Job, what God is doing, or even if Heôs doing.  This is 

merely the human condition, but since we all happen to be human itôs very, very real.  It takes the work of 

grace in us to see beyond and ñwalk by faithò in the midst of the furnace. 

 In this issue our writers have identified two ways to overcome: one is taken from a description of the Lamb 

of God in Scripture, and the other points us to the Holy Spirit as the ñSpirit of Discernment.ò  Godôs Word, 

and Godôs Spiritðthese are the anchors to our souls in time of need. 
 ïEditor 

I N  J. R. R. Tolkienôs classic, The Lord of the Rings, a noble 

figure called Denethor rules 

over the ancient kingdom of 

Gondor.  He holds the position of 

de facto leader of the free peoples 

in that world.  But his capital, 

Minas Tirith, is under massive 

threat from the powers of 

darkness whose center of 

influence lies many miles to the 

east.  Thereôs a familiar pattern 

here, is there not? 

And it gets worse.  Denethor 

is very much alarmed by the 

increase of the enemyôs power, 

and he takes what measures he 

can to thwart it.  One of those 

measures involves information 

gathering, which he accomplishes 

through supernatural means, a 

method (unknown to him) already 

under the control of his enemy.  

Thus, to complete my picture, he 

sees information in plentyðbut it 

is all skewed by the enemy such 

that he sees only what the enemy 

wants him to perceive.  He sees 

increasing armies, massive 

preparations for war, gathering 

 
 

He Took the Book 
by Timothy F. Murray 

 

 

 

 

 

There is no reason to fear the apparent threats of the age. 
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darkness, and deepening evil.  

Having little idea of the powers 

arrayed with him against all 

that, he wavers, sacrifices his 

honor, gives way to despair, 

and eventually dies by his own 

hand. 

This is called ñDenethorôs 

Diseaseòðthe despair that 

arises when one adopts the 

perspective of hell, instead of 

standing firm on the vision of 

Heaven.  With the national and 

international situation in our 

own world, we could easily 

adopt the posture of despair.  

But we cannot afford that: too 

much is at stake, and too many 

are dependent on our ongoing 

ñsaltò and ñlight.ò 

As far as I know, there is 

only one cure for Denethorôs 

Disease: a good daily dose of 

preventive medicine.  Thatôs 

called Holy Scripture.  Unlike the 

fictional ruler, we have access in 

the Bible to better information.  

The Word of God is sufficient in 

itself to keep us on track, both 

regarding the past (history), the 

present (current events), and the 

future (prophecy). We need (and 

have) a healthy perspective on all 

three in order to avoid satanic 

deception. 

Another way to put it is to 

reckon on the solidity of our God-

given foundations.  Some time 

last winter I was lying only half 

awake one morning when as if 

from a chattering typewriter, 

letter by letter, a single word fell 

into my mind: ñE-S-T-A-B-L-I-S-H.ò  

There was no preamble or follow-

up, but it was so unusual that I 

have remembered it and thought 

about it a lot since then.  What is 

established for us?  Our spiritual 

foundations are established, and 

that beyond any possible threat of 

destruction. 

Paul used this word to the 

Romans (16:25) when he told 

them that God was ñable to 

establishò them, ñaccording to the 

revelation of the mysteryò which 

once was hidden, but which had 

been revealed to him.  But into 

what were they established?  

ñAccording to my gospel and the 

preaching of Jesus Christ.ò  They 

were to be established in the 

revealed truths of Scripture.  And 

so are we. 

One of the most impressive 

biblical pictures of this principle 

is found in Revelation 5, with the 

well-known story of the Sealed 

Book, the weeping Apostle, and 

the Lamb of God. Here the 

appearance of total loss was so 

intense that John ñwept muchò at 

the prospect.  He was sick with 

Denethorôs Disease, because the 

sealed book, gripped in the 

omnipotent hand of the One 

seated on the Throne, was to 

remain sealed.  Or so he thought. 

We donôt know what was in 

that book, but it clearly included 

something that meant the 

world no good.  To John, it 

was vital that it be opened.  

One teacher called it simply, 

ñThe mortgage against 

humanity.ò  It may be 

understood as an indelible 

record of all that has gone 

wrong with mankind from the 

moment Eve took that fruit 

down to the present.  Every 

death, every drop of 

lifeblood, every pain, every 

sickness, and every sin were 

inscribed with a pen of iron 

and sealed for eternity.  It was 

held in the hand of the God of 

Justice, whose Word ñcannot 

be broken.ò  And unless those 

seals could be opened, John 

and all the rest of humanity, 

were doomed.  That, at least, 

may be imagined from the nature 

of the drama unfolding in that 

chapter. 

Our souls are sometimes 

inclined to gloom, regarding 

human history and current events.  

Letôs admit it: things donôt look 

good these days.  The crushing 

weight of sin and rebellion seems 

so entrenched that nothing but 

nothing could bring recovery.  

Sometimes while driving through 

a town, with car after car and 

house after house flowing past me 

outside the window, I wonderð

what heartaches are hidden 

behind those facades?  What 

crimes, what sins, what rebellions 

are even now occurring behind 

those curtained windows?  What 

sorrows are there?  What sadness, 

what anger, what sickness?  What 

terrible fruit of the Fall possesses 

the bodies and souls of these 

people walking so anonymously 

along the street?  Do their 

temporary joys even matter?  Itôs 

no wonder they turn for relief to 

alcohol and drugs and mindless 

 

Our spiritual  
foundations are  

established, and that  
beyond any possible 
threat of destruction. 
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entertainment.  How do they 

survive? 

Hereôs how.  Back to 

Revelation: Johnôs weeping was 

interrupted by a call to look to 

the Lion of Judah, because He 

had ñovercome.ò  So John 

looked and saw what?  The 

Lamb of God.  His namesake by 

the Jordan had seen Him too 

years before, crying, ñBehold 

the Lamb of God who taketh 

away the sin of the world!ò  

Now, in the Throne Room of 

Heaven, that very Lamb, 

standing ñwith the marks of 

slaughter on Himò (as one 

version has it), was found 

worthy.  When no one else was 

qualified, He was authorized to 

act.  And He did soðñHe. Took. 

The. Book.ò 

Those four words have grown 

enormously powerful in my soul 

in recent weeks.  That is why 

mankind has survived this long.  

Itôs not because civilization has 

advanced, much less because 

weôve ñevolvedò (pitiful word).  

Itôs not some artificial liberation 

from religious hang-ups.  Itôs not 

because conservatives have 

triumphed, or liberals have lost.  

Itôs not because science has found 

alternative energy sources.  No, 

itôs only, only because of the 

conquering Lamb of God.  He 

stood there, the Lion-Lamb, 

humble yet omnipotent, and 

supremely qualified for the awful 

task of breaking those seals. 

Where did He get that power?  

He had the power to take that 

Book, because He had paid for it 

with His own blood.  He was the 

Great Redeemer, acting ñonce for 

allòðall mankind, all times, and 

all needs.  It was for this moment 

that He had cried out in dying 

victory on the Cross, ñIt is 

finished!ò 

And so today the sad 

appearances that flow past our car 

windows, or that line the shelves 

of bookstores, or that fill the 

airwaves simply do not matter.  

They do not matter.  The great 

Reality is that they have been 

ñbroken.ò  When the Lamb broke 

those seals, every imaginable 

failure in every human soul was 

atoned for, cancelled, and washed 

away.  When He broke those 

seals, the curse was broken, and 

what He breaks stays that way.  It 

doesnôt work any more.  No 

power on earth can reinstate it. 

What are we talking about 

here?  Weôre simply talking faith 

in God.  The seals may not yet all 

be broken, at least to our 

perception.  But the Bible 

foretells that they will be, and that 

the Lamb will do it, and that His 

rule will last forever over the 

willing hearts of His people.  

Believe it!  Itôs enough to inspire 

the stones to cry out!  And thatôs 

why the rest of Revelation 5 is 

filled with the exalted language of 

universal worship.  Worship?  

There will be some uninhibited 

worship for you! 

And itôs not all pie in the sky.  

ñEven now our joys begin,ò 

says one hymn.  Today, fellow 

believers, there is no need for 

fear or anxiety whatever.  Itôs 

not just sinners that are 

struggling with the effects of 

the Fall.  It affects us all, and 

we are weak enough to know 

fears and anxieties and pains of 

our own.  But take heart!  That 

is all gone.  I donôt care what 

bad news comes along: The 

Lamb has taken that book, and 

all is well.  He has overcome, 

and He makes us overcomers 

too.  He is going to find His 

bride some day, and she will be 

truly ñwithout spot or wrinkle.ò  

His suffering heart will be 

satisfied, and we are yet going to 

enter into Joy everlasting. 

ñHere is the end of the 

matter.ò  His Word is the last 

word, praise God, and all that 

remains is to reckon ourselves  

ñEstablishedò upon it today.  

Take heart, believe God, and 

stand firm. Æ 

 
When no one  

else was  
qualified,  
He was  

authorized  
to act.   

And He did soñ 
òHe. Took.  
The. Book.ó 
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I SAIAHôS eleventh chapter be-gins with a thrilling prophecy 

of Messiahôs final coming and 

specifies His enduement with the 

seven-fold ñSpirit of Jehovah.ò  

Even the names of the Seven are 

given, but only six are clearly iden-

tified.  The seventh isnôt so clear, 

but as Jamieson, Fausset and 

Brownôs Commentary remarks, 

ñSeven gifts of the Holy Spirit are 

specified, to imply that the perfec-

tion of them was to be in Him.ò  

What, then, is the seventh? 

Verse 3 declares, ñAnd His 

delight shall be in the fear of Jeho-

vah; and He shall not judge after 

the sight of His eyesé but with 

righteousness shall He judge the 

poor, and decide with equity for 

the meek of the earth.ò 

That first clause about Messi-

ahôs ñdelightò has intrigued com-

mentators for centuries, because 

the Hebrew so nearly defies trans-

lation.  The original word means 

ñscent,ò and Fausset renders the 

passage, ñLiterally, óquick-scented 

in the fear of Jehovahô: endowed 

with a singular sagacity in discern-

ing the genuine principle of reli-

gious fear of God.ò  My pastor, 

Frank Sandford, named it the sev-

enth Spirit, that of ñDiscernment.ò 

Whatever we call it, this sev-

enth spiritual attribute of Messiah 

as He comes to deal with men 

shows His refusal to be taken in by 

surface appearances, not judging 

by what His eyes see, or deciding 

by what His ears hear.  Rather, the 

Holy Spirit upon Him causes Him 

to go beyond the senses and detect 

the hidden factors beneath the sur-

face.  Discernment is the best name 

for such an ability.  And we can 

have the same. 

The first prayer that Helen 

Sandford prayed for her husband 

after their marriage, he told us, was 

that God would give him discern-

ment.  God surely answered her 

prayer.  We who came under his 

ministry never ceased to marvel at 

how accurately he could read our 

inmost states.  My own real salva-

tion began, for example, when Mr. 

Sandford asked me the simple 

question, ñFrank, whatôs the mat-

ter?  Your face doesnôt look right.ò 

There was a great deal the mat-

ter, but he was the first person to 

detect it and introduce me to the 

supreme Problem Solver.  Within 

fifteen minutes I was a changed 

person, happy on the way to Heav-

en, and all because there was a 

man of God nearby who loved me 

and had the Spirit of Discernment. 

Iôm quite sure he had known 

very well what the matter had 

been, but this is the way the 

blessed Paraclete led him to broach 

 
 
 

The Spirit of  
Discernment 

 
 
 

by the late Frank S. Murray 
 

 

 

The following is adapted from Murrayõs òLessons My Pastor Taught Meó and is somewhat  
biographical.  But it illustrates the way the Holy Spirit can help us see beyond the surface 

 and avoid deception. 

 
The Holy Spirit  

upon Him causes 
Him to go beyond  

the senses and  
detect the hidden  

factors.  
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the subject.  As years went by I 

had the happy privilege of seeing 

this same gift exercised again and 

again.  Of course there are many 

sensitive people who have a meas-

ure of such an ability.  Mothers can 

often tell when their children are 

out of sorts; wives sometimes de-

tect their husbandsô problems be-

fore a word is spoken.  Usually 

such an attribute springs from love 

and from long acquaintance. 

But with this man of God his 

perception was almost uncanny.  

Time and again when I returned to 

him from a long absence he would 

know before I said a word or even 

appeared before him the general 

tenor of what I was about to say.  It 

was not always thus, of course.  He 

was definitely not a mind reader.  

But years of shepherd care for hu-

man sheep, coupled with years of 

honoring the Holy Spirit had built 

within him a quickness of compre-

hension that I have never seen du-

plicated. 

Illustrations are difficult to 

furnish, because so often they 

would be attended by embarrass-

ment.  Telling him a lie was almost 

impossible, though of course it was 

attempted from time to time.  He 

could see right through it in a 

flash.  His son David never tired of 

recounting one such experience in 

his early childhood when he stout-

ly denied knowing what had hap-

pened to a certain missing button.  

His father felt sure the little fellow 

had swallowed it, and prayed that 

if so, the button would show up.  

Sure enough, in a short moment, 

up it came!  Appropriate discipline 

followed. 

Though this may not have re-

quired excessive discernment, it 

served notice on that child and oth-

er observers that truth was the best 

policy.  Mr. Sandfordôs Bible 

School students soon found that 

prevarication was futile, and the 

atmosphere was rarely clouded 

with unjust judgment when he was 

present.  He once told us that he 

could tell, sometimes years in ad-

vance, when certain persons were 

going to fail God, yet he would 

give them a square deal just the 

same, always hoping that his pre-

diction would be turned aside by 

repentance.  Of course stories like 

this tended to move us all toward 

the fear of God and helped us to 

search our own souls lest there ñbe 

any wicked wayò lurking there. 

I should also add that he 

acknowledged profound ignorance 

at times as to the spiritual condi-

tion of his associates.  ñI know on-

ly what the Holy Spirit reveals to 

me,ò he often said, ñand sometimes 

He reveals nothing.ò  He noted the 

experience of the prophet Elisha 

who said about the agonized Shu-

nammite as she caught hold of his 

feet, ñHer soul is vexed within her, 

and Jehovah hath hid it from me, 

and hath not told meò (2 Kings 

4:27).  He also reminded us of 

Godôs remark through Isaiah: 

ñWho is blind, but My servant? or 

deaf, as My messenger that I 

sendò (42:19).  He was conscious 

that this gift of discernment was 

Godôs property, and could be with-

held at any moment for due cause. 

I want to make it clear that 

discernment and prediction are two 

different things.  The former has to 

do with seeing beneath the surface 

in the present: the latter with per-

ceiving the future.  There were 

occasions when this man of God 

was given the power to foresee, but 

his ability to see into and through 

the outward show was frequently 

exercised. 

Perhaps his severest tests on 

these lines were when praying for 

divine healing.  He knew that ñit is 

appointed unto men once to die,ò 

so he could not fight for healing 

under every circumstance.  Yet 

Jesusô clear command to ñheal the 

sickò was part of his marching or-

ders.  Over and over the issue 

arose, especially with elderly peo-

ple: was God calling for a miracle, 

or was He closing out the life of 

some saint? 

Once in the early Bible School 

years such a puzzle had arisen.  In 

spite of anointing and much prayer 

the patient got no relief.  Mr. Sand-

ford took it to God in private, and 

the Holy Spirit said to him, 

ñSuffer.ò  He knew that there is a 

place in character training for un-

explainable suffering, so he shared 

this light with the school.  The 

prayers then took a different 

tackðasking God for endurance 

until the object was achieved.  This 

is just what happened, and after an 

extended delay the healing finally 

came. 

This is delicate business, and 

such fine discernment is rare, but 

we saw it again and again.  The 

natural man might call it a ñsixth 

sense,ò but it is better known as 

ñthe seventh Spirit.ò  And it is not 

for the select few.  This is the same 

Spirit dwelling in believers who 

invite Him to come and dwell 

within forever, and His presence 

includes the spirit of Discernment.  

May God grant more such equip-

ment to His people as we approach 

the final showdown at the end of 

the age. Æ 
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òT EACHER, which is the 

great commandment in the 

law?ò asked a man who ñwas not 

far from the Kingdom of God.ò  To 

which Jesus replied, ñThou shalt 

love the Lord thy God with all thy 

heart, and with all thy soul, and 

with all thy mind.ò  So central and 

ñgreatò is this commandment that 

Jesus declares that ñthe whole Law 

and the prophets hangò on it and 

another like it.  The closer we get 

to the Kingdom of God, the more 

relevant the above question be-

comes.  Its relevance stems from a 

Holy Spirit informed realization 

that everything God does is geared 

toward establishing a loving recip-

rocal relationship between His 

heart and ours.  In the words of my 

ñspiritual father,ò God is working 

in us to develop ñheart religion.ò 

Unfortunately, in many Chris-

tian circles it seems there is what 

some have identified as a 

ñreligious spirit.ò  This ñreligious 

spiritò has at its root the notion that 

Christianityôs main objective is to 

provide order in peopleôs lives.  

Oh, lip service is given to sins be-

ing forgiven, but the undeniable 

emphasis is on ñproof.ò  An or-

dered life is ñproofò that Christ has 

indeed saved a soul.  What is clear-

ly misunderstood is the fact that 

order is a residual effect, not the 

goal.  The truth is that even false 

religions can provide the potential 

for order that ñlegalistic Christiani-

tyò offers.  What true Christianity 

offers, by contrast, is directed 

chiefly at the heartðit is ñheart 

religion.ò  Aiming at the outward 

manifestations of inward heart 

problems is getting the proverbial 

ñcart before the horse.ò 

The prophet Ezekiel describes 

in detail Godôs work on the heart: 

ñA new heart also will I give you, 

and a new spirit will I put within 

you; and I will take away the stony 

heart out of your flesh, and I will 

give you a heart of flesh.  And I 

will put My Spirit within you, and 

cause you to walk in My statutes, 

and ye shall keep Mine ordinances, 

and do themò (36:26-27). 

Notice the order in these 

words: first comes a heart trans-

plantða ñnew heart.ò  Second 

comes the offer of a ñnew spirit,ò 

ultimately Godôs Spirit.  And last, 

the above procedure results in 

ñcausedò obedience. This ñcausedò 

obedience is a residual effect of a 

heart transaction.  The end of 

Christôs work is not to have obedi-

ent people populate Heaven.  The 

end of Christôs work is to populate 

Heaven with sons and daughters, 

or in another scriptural term, His 

wife. 

Both metaphors represent a 

very intimate heart relationship.  

The thing we must be deliberate 

about is the fact that the spiritual 

transaction is antecedent to the 

outward manifestation of order 

called obedience.  When this is the 

case, then and only then will we 

have the causative power, or what 

has been called ñHoly Spirit unc-

tion,ò the kind of unction that gives 

us victories we could never acquire 

on our own. 

Yet, the sad reality is that our 

instinct is to do the exact opposite.  

Our misguided intention is to get 

people into a condition where they 

can ñproperly respond to Christ.ò  

We seem to easily forget that it is 

 
HEART RELIGION 

 

by Pastor C. K., Quarryville, Pennsylvania 
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only through Christôs work in our 

heart that any meaningful change 

on the outside can take place.  Itôs 

ñwith the heartò that ñman be-

lieveth.ò  So why do we so easily 

miss the point?  Too often our aim 

is to ñclean people up,ò to get them 

ñright with God.ò  We do this by 

insisting that they follow a para-

digm of holiness that is predicated 

on effort and discipline.  Unfortu-

nately, by missing the point so 

thoroughly, we mostly frustrate 

people and, in some cases, we 

cause them to become disillu-

sioned, and ultimately they des-

pair. 

Oswald Chambers, in his mas-

terpiece, My Utmost for His High-

est, put it this way: ñIf Jesus Christ 

is to regenerate me, what is the 

problem He is up against?  I have a 

heredity I had no say in; I am not 

holy, nor likely to be; and if all 

Jesus Christ can do is to tell me I 

must be holy, His teaching plants 

despair.  But if Jesus Christ is a 

Regenerator, one who can put into 

me His own heredity of holiness, 

then I begin to see what He is driv-

ing at when He says that I have to 

be holy.  Redemption means that 

Jesus Christ can put into any man 

the hereditary disposition that was 

in Himself, and all the standards 

He gives are based on that disposi-

tion: His teaching is for the life He 

puts in.  The moral transaction on 

my part is agreement with Godôs 

verdict on sin in the Cross of Jesus 

Christ.ò 

So how do we avoid this pre-

occupation with outward signs?  

How do we give people the time 

and space to be ñregenerated?ò  

Well, one way that God has im-

pressed upon me is taken from 

Matthew 15:7-9, where Jesus 

speaks to the Pharisees: ñYe hypo-

crites, well did Isaiah prophesy of 

you, saying, This people honoreth 

me with their lips; But their heart 

is far from me.  But in vain do they 

worship me, teaching as their doc-

trines the precepts of men.ò 

In this pithy, yet damning, 

condemnation of the Pharisees, 

Jesus makes several noteworthy 

points.  First of all, He reveals that 

the Pharisees were saying the right 

things: they honored God ñwith 

their lips.ò  Secondly, He gives His 

awful verdict: ñBut their heart is 

far from me.ò And lastly He ex-

plains how this lack of heart reli-

gion developed: ñteaching as their 

doctrines the precepts of men.ò 

In his wonderful article titled 

The Pathway to Character, Frank 

W. Sandford wrote of the mature 

Christian: ñSome of your protesta-

tions of loyalty will vanishé. You 

will say less but do just as much.ò  

And, therein lies the first step in 

avoiding the ñreligious spirit.ò  

The world is not looking for a 

bunch of religious gab, ñtaste not, 

touch not.ò  The world is looking 

for a man, like Paul, who comes 

ñnot with persuasive words of wis-

dom, but with a demonstration of 

the Spirit and powerò!  This was 

exactly how my mentors and 

ñfathers in Christò shepherded me; 

they demonstrated the Spirit and 

His subsequent power. 

The second, and perhaps the 

more vital of the two points, is 

never to present humanly-

developed standards with ñbiblical 

authority.ò  Jesus called this ñvain 

worship.ò  That is not to say that 

we can never articulate what has 

worked for us.  On the contrary, I 

think itôs imperative that we testify 

how God has worked in our lives.  

The rub comes when we insist, 

with biblical authority, on stand-

ards of conduct not specifically 

expressed in the Bible.  Despite 

our good intentions, teaching as 

our doctrines the precepts of men 

will ultimately lead people away 

from God rather than to Him.  In 

fact, Christ said that by doing so 

the Pharisees had made people 

ñtwofold sons of hell.ò 

So whether we are ministering 

to our children, a neighbor, or a 

person under our care in the Lord, 

we must never forget that the gos-

pel is directed at the heart.  We 

must be deliberate in seeking God 

to help us remember the words of 

the Master: ñFor out of the heart 

come forth evil thoughts, murders, 

adulteries, fornications, thefts, 

false witness, railings: these are the 

things which defile the man.ò  Yes, 

we are all born with a heart de-

fectðñAdamic Nature.ò  Thus 

how futile religion is when itôs not 

solely directed at the heart; but 

how truly transformational it is 

when properly applied. Æ 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Father of five and a licensed elec-
trician, C.K. is serving a local congre-
gation as Associate for Youth and 
Family Ministries. 

 

Too often our aim is to òclean people up,ó to get them òright with God.ó   
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S O FAR, my study of psycholo-

gy has been very interesting 

and thought provoking.  But I find 

there are certainly things about it 

that I have to hold loosely, or look 

at from a Christ-like perspective.  

In a secular college like mine, it is 

often impossible to take things at 

face value.  I generally assume 

everything has been given to me in a pretty twisted 

manner.  How do you know what to believe and what 

to put aside?  Are these legitimate theories and ideas?  

How does God feel about them? 

I picture a harvester and his wheat.  Heôs throwing 

the wheat into the air and allowing the wind to take 

away the useless chaff.  In Matthew 3:12 John the 

Baptist is talking about Jesus coming to baptize and 

says, ñHe shall baptize you in the Holy Spirit and in 

fire: whose fan is in His hand, and He will thoroughly 

cleanse His threshing floor; and He will gather His 

wheat into the garner, but the chaff He will burn up 

with unquenchable fire.ò 

Although this is talking about the baptism of the 

Spirit specifically, I think the same principle operates 

for the ideas and worldly knowledge we are given.  

Sometimes itôs hard to know whether something Iôm 

learning in class is wheat, or whether itôs chaff.  

Should I let it blow away with the wind?  Thankfully, 

ñHe shall baptize you in the Holy Spirit,ò and the Holy 

Spirit will help us make the decision between truth and 

chaff.  He does it most often with the Bible.  Many 

things I learn need to be cross-checked back to the Bi-

ble and matched up to see what God has to say about 

them. 

Another thing Iôve realized in my stud-

ies, is how inconclusive it all is.  Psy-

chology in general is always changing, 

and unlike physical science there are 

really no absolute truths.  It is not a sub-

ject that will ever have a conclusion.  

Theories will be shaped and tested, ac-

cepted and then scrapped.  But they are 

never proven to be the final truth.  This 

has made me appreciate more and more how rooted I 

am in the Lord.  I have an anchor in Him, something 

solid to stand on.  This is something I know as an ab-

solute truth, no matter what.  No theories or great new 

ideas will ever prove Him wrong, and what a relief it is 

to know that! 

ñIn the beginning was the Word, and the Word 

was with God, and the Word was God.  The same was 

in the beginning with God.  All things were made 

through Him; and without Him was not anything made 

that hath been made.  In Him was life, and the life was 

the light of men.ò (John 1:1-5). 

I can rest in the fact that He is the Alpha and the 

Omega, the Beginning and the End.  This assurance in 

Him has helped me appreciate the Bible and the Holy 

Spiritôs guidance more than ever.  As I continue to 

learn new things, I will look back to the Truth as an 

anchor, in the shaky, inconclusive classes yet to come.  

I encourage all students to anchor yourself in the Lord, 

and be sure to use the Bible as a foundation for your 

knowledge. Æ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

A recent alumna of Fairwood Bible Institute, Sara is 
studying at Rhode Island College. 

Psychological Sand vs.  

Scriptural Rock 
by Sara Littlefield, Providence, Rhode Island 

 

 

The Bible provides the anchor  

for faith in a shaking world  



I 
 RECALL an episode when I 

was a young naval officer in the 

early 1980ôs.  My roommate 

was the shipôs anti-submarine war-

fare officer.  One day I observed 

him in the passageway escorting a 

group of foreign military officers 

wearing a uniform Iôd never seen 

before.  Their uniforms had no or-

nament or insignia, save for a sin-

gle red star on the front of their 

caps.  I asked him later about this 

strange entourage, and he replied 

they were from the Chinese Navy.  

These communist officers were 

part of a delegation that had been 

invited by our government to tour 

our ship, at the time one of the 

most modern destroyers in the U.S. 

Navy.  Our Captain was under or-

ders to show them our sonar and 

torpedo rooms.  This was the 

height of the Cold War, and we 

assumed President Reagan was 

playing the Chinese communists 

off against the Soviets.  There was 

even talk of selling our torpedo 

technology to the Chinese. 

Looking back on this strange 

encounter, I am reminded of the 

story of King Hezekiah (2 Kings 

20:12-21) who in his old age enter-

tained a delegation from a strange 

and as-yet minor kingdom on the 

world scene.  He ñshowed them all 

the house of his precious things, 

the silver, and the gold, and the 

spices, and the precious oil, and 

the house of his armor, and all that 

was found in his treasures: there 

was nothing in his house, nor in all 

his dominion, that Hezekiah 

showed them not.ò 

Later Hezekiah was visited by 

the prophet Isaiah who inquired 

about the foreign visitors.  Asked 

the prophet of the king, ñWhence 

came they unto thee?ò   To which 

the King replied, ñThey are come 

from a far country, even from Bab-

yloné. All that is in my house 

have they seen: there is nothing 

among my treasures that I have not 

showed them.ò 

The prophet responded, 

ñBehold, the days come, that all 

that is in thy house, and that which 

thy fathers have laid up in store 

unto this day, shall be carried to 

Babylon: nothing shall be left, 

saith Jehovah.ò 

Hezekiahôs reaction to this 

rebuke is telling: ñThe word of the 

LORD that you have spoken is 

good.ò  For he thought, ñWhy not, 

if there will be peace and security 

in my days?ò (ESV) 

In the early 1980ôs the Chinese 

were, like Babylon, an emerging 

world power, but as yet not at full 

strength.  The U.S. military at the 

time regarded the Chinese as 

somewhat backward and puny 

compared to the Soviet Union.  We 

lost no sleep worrying about the 

ñChinese threatò in those days. 

What a difference a few years 

make.  Today the Soviet threat is 

no more.  The Russian armed forc-

es are a mere shadow of their for-

mer self, weakened by years of 

neglect and under-financing.  The 

Chinese military, on the other 

hand, is now the principal conven-

tional armed threat to American 

security.  The seriousness with 

which the Pentagon now regards 

the Chinese can be seen in the De-

fense Departmentôs annual report 

to Congress on the ñMilitary Pow-

er of the Peopleôs Republic of Chi-

na.ò  The 2008 edition was re-

leased in March.  It is a sobering 

document. 

While the report lacks the con-

cise dialogue of the prophet Isaiah, 

it does provide a serious assess-

ment of the growth of the PRC 

armed forces over the past twenty 

years to its current status as one of 

the fastest growing military powers 

on the world stage. 

The report states that ñthe pace 

and scope of Chinaôs military 

transformation have increased in 

recent years, fueled by acquisition 

of advanced foreign weapons.ò 

Over this same period, China 

has seen explosive economic 

growth as American industries and 

capital have been removed from 
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Not A Paper Tiger 
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selected current events and trends in the light of Godôs unchanging Word. 



the United States and relocated to 

Communist China.  Remember the 

words spoken by Isaiah of the 

Kingôs treasures?  ñBehold, the 

days come, that all that is in thy 

house, and that which thy fathers 

have laid up in store unto this day, 

shall be carried to Babylon.ò 

The Chinese have not physi-

cally carried off our treasure.  

They didnôt need to.  We handed it 

to them freely, under the idol of 

ñfree tradeò and the ñroyal sealò of 

ñmost-favored-nation status.ò 

Have our leaders sold our na-

tionôs future at a cheap price with 

the short-sighted vision of Hezeki-

ah, thinking, as did the king, ñWhy 

not, if there will be peace and se-

curity in my days?ò 

Officially, Chinese military 

spending is increasing at a rate of 

17% per year.  This is a phenome-

nal pace, but these figures 

are based on numbers pro-

vided by the Chinese them-

selves.  Unofficially, it is widely 

assumed that Chinese military 

spending is much higher. 

By contrast, it is likely that 

American military strength has 

passed its zenith.  The high costs 

of operations in Iraq and Afghani-

stan in recent years have exhausted 

Americaôs treasure-house.  We are 

spending $12 billion a month in 

Iraq alone.  In the process, funding 

for equipment replacement, ammu-

nition, and other needs is being 

stripped bare. 

We must continue our war 

against those who would without 

mercy attack and kill our civilian 

population, but we will have to 

reckon with the tremendous eco-

nomic impact of the war on our 

nationôs economy.  Unbridled 

spending by the Congress, sadly 

acquiesced to by our President, has 

inflated the annual domestic budg-

et to never-before-seen levels of 

spending.  The U.S. government 

will spend $3 trillion in 2009!  

The national bankruptcy that 

was widely predicted to hit 10 

years ago (by this writer among 

others) appears to have been 

staved off for a decade by what 

was then an unforeseen economic 

development.  The increase in dol-

lars in circulation that began ten 

years ago should have resulted in 

the development of an inflationary 

spiral.  Why didnôt prices skyrock-

et?  The answer is: cheap Chinese 

imports.  The massive influx of 

cheap Chinese goods artificially 

kept prices stable and 

even reduced the 

price of many consum-

er goods.  Americans 

leapt to spend every pen-

ny they could while they pur-

chased Chinese-made electronics, 

clothing, shoes, and every kind of 

manufactured goods. 

Today, the United States is 

even cutting back on domestic 

food production, largely driven by 

the demand for corn and other 

crops for the production of ethanol 

and ñbio-dieselò fuel.  So, while 

the U.S. is encouraging farmers to 

send their crops to ethanol facto-

ries to be burned up eventually in 

automobile engines, the country is 

actually importing food from Chi-

na!  The idea that the United States 

would import food from China is a 

startling turnaround for those of us 

who were encouraged as young-

sters to ñclean our dinner platesò 

because there were ñstarving chil-

drenò in China. 

In the early 1990ôs the Chinese 

leader Deng Xiaoping penned his 

famous strategy statement, which 

still guides the Communist leaders 

of China.  Deng wrote that his 

overarching grand strategy would 

be ñObserve calmly; secure our 

position; cope with affairs calmly; 

hide our capacities and bide our 

time; be good at maintaining a low 

profile; and never claim leader-

shipò (emphasis added).  While 

America has been sleeping, this 

Chinese strategy has quietly lifted 

China to a position of formidable 

economic strength. 

Imagine what would happen 

if one year from now, the 

Chinese ambassador were to 

make a call upon the Presi-

dent of the United States.  

ñMr. President, tomorrow 

we intend to invade and con-

quer Taiwan.ò  The President 

replies, ñBut we will respond 

militarilyðwe will not allow 

you to take this action!ò 

ñMr. President,ò replies the 

ambassador calmly, ñevery day in 

your ports dozens of our ships un-

load manufactured goods, clothing, 

and medicine for which you have 

no domestic production capacity.  

If you threaten our action against 

Taiwan, we will turn our ships 

around, and next week the shelves 

of WalMart, Target, and half the 

remaining stores in your country 

will be empty.  Your economy will 

be destroyed.  You will not be able 

to finance any action against us, 

and your people will be starving 

and unemployed.  Is the island of 

Taiwan really of such importance 

to you?ò 

Who will be our President next 

year, and how might he, or she, 

respond? Æ 
 

 

 

 

 

A home-schooling father of four, 
J.H.L. works for a defense-related 
company as a consultant on acquisi-
tion programs for the U.S. Military.  
He recently retired from the U.S. Navy 
Reserve with the rank of Captain. 
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L 
AST January, my wife Kathy 

and I had the privilege of 

going on a short term mis-

sionary trip to Santarem, Brazil.  

Our group of seven was organized 

and led by Jeff Turner, who is mar-

ried to my daughter Fritha.  Jeff 

and Fritha have heard Godôs call to 

long term mission work with Pro-

j e c t  A m a z o n  o r  P A Z 

(www.ProjectAmazon.org), and 

had both been to Brazil before, but 

it was a first for the rest of our 

team.  Besides our two couples, the 

group included Joe Brown, Jr., his 

son Nate, and Jeffôs brother Roy. 

It was a ten day trip.  Looking 

ahead I first saw it as an adventure 

as much as anything.  But before 

we left, I had three motives for 

going on this trip, in ascending 

order of importance: 

1. To see where Jeff and 

Fritha will work and live. 

2. A chance for a boat ride 

on the Amazon!  (How about some 

adventure?  Anyone who knows 

me knows I enjoy nothing more 

than ñmessing about in boats.ò) 

3. I wanted to see Godôs 

work in Brazil for myself and par-

ticipate in a tangible way. 

Each of these three motives 

was well fulfilled, and God met us 

in many ways.  Our base of opera-

tions was in the city of Santarem.  

With a population of over 250,000 

souls, Santarem sits about 800 

miles up river from the mouth of 

the Amazon at the confluence of 

the Tapajos River and the Amazon 

itself.  At this point the ñMighty 

Amazonò is truly mightyðabout 

35 miles wide!  It is an amazing 

river and is still the primary means 

of transportation in the area.  As 

far as I know, there is no paved 

road into or out of Santarem.  

Travel is by boat or airplane unless 

you have a rugged four-wheel 

drive vehicle, and then only during 

certain times of the year.  More 

importantly, of the roughly 35-

40,000 villages in the Amazon Ba-

sin, less than 5,000 have churches.  

There is no shortage of work to be 

done. 

While in Santarem we stayed 

at the guesthouse where short term 

mission teams live while partici-

pating in PAZôs work.  Lord will-

ing, this is where Jeff and Fritha 

will live and work as hosts to visit-

ing teams.  Currently, the house is 

hosted by another American cou-

ple, veteran missionaries Don and 

Betty Best.  While here we were 

able to see what Jeff and Frithaôs 

life and work would be like (not to 

mention the place where we will 

be visiting future grandchildren!).  

The guesthouse being at the main 

PAZ base, we were able to fellow-

ship with some of the dedicated 

PAZ missionaries and put faces to 

names.  This was a great privilege. 

The boat trip was no disap-

pointment.  Until we arrived at 

Santarem we were unsure what our 

specific assignment would be, 

knowing only that a boat trip was 

quite likely.  We soon found out 

that instead of the normal two to 

three-day trip we would have to be 

on the boat longer.  This meant 

missing out on some of the 

ñtouristy stuff,ò but being on the 

river for six days and five nights 

was a fine trade-off for me!  We 

traveled about 10 hours on the riv-

er to our work destination.  It was 

a glorious day, hot and sunny (all 

days are hot this near the equator).  
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Did you know the Amazon has 

freshwater dolphins, sharks and 

shrimp?  We even saw pink dol-

phinsðyes, pink! 

Sleeping quarters were on the 

boat and in hammocks.  Each 

morning we rose early and worked 

hard.  Then with barely time for 

supper (sometimes we missed it), 

we were off to an evening church 

meeting.  We also helped install a 

BioSand water filter in the com-

munity center of the village we 

worked in (see the PAZ website 

about this cool filter).  Sleeping in 

the hammocks was no problem as 

we were exhausted when we fell 

into them and not ready to leave 

them when 5:30AM came around. 

We not only saw Godôs work, 

but boy, did we participate!  By 

this time, the sore muscles from 

wheel barrows, shovels, and the 

cursed manual tamper have healed, 

but the thrill of seeing His work 

firsthand has lit a new fire.  Our 

immediate assignment was to pour 

a concrete floor for a church being 

built in the village of Igarape Acu.  

Our boat, the Portador da Luz 

(Carrier of the Light) was carrying 

a heavy, diesel powered concrete 

mixer and 40 hundred-pound bags 

of cement.  Moving all this was a 

large task, and since the mixer was 

with us and would have to leave 

with us, it was important that we 

get the work completed.  The vil-

lage was about eight miles away 

from the river via dirt roadða trip 

repeated many times in a small 

Toyota pickup, with as many as 

fifteen passengers per trip!  A good 

number of local men were there to 

help us, and despite the language 

barrier we had good fellowship 

while we worked with these hard-

working brothers.  I learned how to 

say ñGit ôer doneò in Portuguese, 

and it became a catch phrase on 

the site. 

When we arrived at the site for 

the first time, we found that it was 

not as ready as we expected.  By 

our standards, the tools were inad-

equate in both quality and quantity.  

There was much leveling, sod re-

moval, dirt hauling and tamping to 

be done, and it looked like an im-

possible task.  It soon became evi-

dent that we had a spiritual as well 

as physical challenge there, and it 

became a matter of prayer for 

Godôs enabling to get the job done 

on time.  Even though we had 

some rain delays and some medi-

cal issues that robbed us of some 

work time, God helped us to finish 

the job to His glory in victory. 

There was an interesting les-

son to be learned from the Brazili-

an construction methods.  The peo-

ple are hard workers, doing much 

manual labor with inadequate 

tools.  Coming from our country 

this seemed very backward, and at 

home those tasks could have been 

accomplished with much less ef-

fort.  A small skid loader would 

have made short work out of our 

days of arduous labor.  But I soon 

realized that the fellowship would 

have been missing.  The local 

communityôs contribution to the 

church would have been missed.  It 

was not about how quickly we can 

get a roof over their heads.  It was 

about building a Church, by put-

ting up a building. 

But hard labor was only part of 

it.  While some of us worked, sev-

eral of our team had the privilege 

of going on door-to-door evange-

listic visits with Betty Best and the 

local pastor, visiting three to four 

homes a day and explaining the 

Gospel.  Betty would record the 

names of those who accepted Jesus 

in a small book for future follow 
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up (while explaining that this was 

not ñThe Bookò where their names 

were written in Heaven!).  One day 

her little book listed 12 names, and 

on another I believe there were 

seven or eightða wonderful re-

sponse.  The Good News is deliv-

ered here with no preconceived 

ideas, and those who accept and 

respond to it recognize it as Good 

News.  Amazed by this, I asked 

one of the PAZ workers what the 

long term success rate is among 

the new converts.  He told me that 

with proper follow up, it is typical-

ly 100%! God is working in Brazil, 

praise His name! 

With all this spiritual life, itôs 

no wonder that the main PAZ 

church in Santerem has seven two-

hour church services each Sunday.  

The services are all the same, but 

they actually have to make an-

nouncements asking people to 

come only once.  My best guess is 

that the building seats 2,000ð

filled and spiritually alive seven 

times each Sunday! 

All of which brings me to my 

last point.  During this trip we re-

membered that the Coronet had 

sailed into the mouth of the Ama-

zon River and prayed for its entire 

watershed many years ago.  When 

the matter came up for discussion, 

Pastor Amerildo, who heads up 23 

small churches in river villages, 

was impressed by this fact.  God 

even gave him a song about that 

prayer mission in his morning de-

votions, and he told his church that 

they were the answer to the pray-

ers of the Coronet Company!  This 

obviously meant a lot to him.  

When he learned that Joe Brownôs 

grandfather was actually on board 

that trip, he was doubly impressed.  

Then, after returning home, we 

realized that we had been in Brazil 

just during the 100 year anniver-

sary of the Coronetôs visit to the 

same region.  This was a 

ñcoincidenceò indeed!  (See ñLest 

We Forgetò in this issue.) 

When I learned of this, I knew 

it had to mean something.  After 

some pondering, I concluded that 

the meaning is obvious: God is in 

control.  He was in control of the 

small company aboard Coronet, 

and He was in control of the small 

company aboard the Portador da 

Luz.  As He answered the prayers 

of a century ago, He still answers 

our prayers of today.  We are not 

sailing around the world today, just 

as most of the people supporting 

the Coronet had to stay behind 

back then.  But they were still 

praying, and in our daily life, we 

too are believers in Godôs work. 

And right now we are doing 

something by faith: weôre actively 

supporting ñwatchmenò in Israel.  

The Brazil experience fires me up 

to be in faith for what God is doing 

over there today.  Whether we un-

derstand just what He is up to with 

these watchmen (the Adams fami-

ly), we will see the results in the 

future.  When we cooperate with 

God, whether here or there, His 

work gets done! Æ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

A 17-year veteran in the heating 
and air conditioning field where he 
specializes in alternative energy 
sources, Jeff has recently moved to 
Florida where he and his wife Kathy 
are active supporters of the ministry at 
Quail Hollow Chapel. 
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For this issue we reprint 

excerpts from an essay by the 

late Frank S. Murray found in 

his unpublished series, ñLessons 

My Pastor Taught Me.ò  There 

is a lot of unnecessary distress 

and upset in the modern Church 

over the status of women, 

distress fueled by the unsavory 

social current of feminism.  The 

following words express how 

Frank W. Sandford addressed 

the matter, and they offer good 

counsel today, whether in the 

home or in the Church. 

 

M  y pastorôs concept of 

womanôs place in the 

Church had nothing to do with 

modern ñwomenôs liberationò with 

all its gaucheries and unnatural 

polarization of the sexes.  I look 

back on his treatment of such 

matters with admiration. 

Many honest Bible teachers, in 

their anxiety to be loyal to the 

Book, have been able to see little 

beyond Paulôs two famous 

strictures about the role of women: 

ñLet the women keep silence in the 

churchesò and, ñI permit not a 

woman to teach, or to usurp 

authority over a man.ò  At the 

same time, others pride themselves 

on more ñliberalò views and revolt 

against what seems to them a 

narrow outlook, rejecting Paul 

completely on this point. 

Mr. Sandford did neither.  He 

accepted Paulôs teaching with 

reverence, recognizing that the 

things he wrote were ñthe 

commandments of the Lord,ò but 

he blended with it all the other 

Scriptures that touch on womanôs 

role in the divine economy.  The 

resulting ministry included a 

healthy, holy concept of her 

special position in Godôs sight. 

He was emphatic in his 

teaching that the man must be the 

head of the family, and that the 

wife should play a supporting role 

instead of ñwearing the pants,ò as 

he put it.  But he would never 

allow any strutting on the manôs 

part, nor any brow-beating of the 

weaker vessel.  While it was 

certainly true that ñSarah obeyed 

Abraham, calling him lord,ò it was 

also true that God Himself told 

Abraham in one instance, ñIn all 

that Sarah saith unto thee, hearken 

unto her voiceò (Genesis 21:12).  

He felt that neither Scripture could 

be so inflated as to cancel out the 

other.  The husband-wife 

relationship must be kept in 

balance, even as we learn in 

walking to put our weight on one 

foot, then the other. 

This equable teaching came 

from a lifetime of church 

experience.  He had seen the 

lamentable spectacle of a few 

strong-minded women running one 

denominational church after 

another, while the men in that 

church abdicated their position and 

left the women do it.  He had seen 

other men snort at this petticoat 

rule and use it as an excuse to stop 

going to church altogether, and he 

had nothing but scorn for the males 

who would force their wives into 

such an unnatural responsibility. 

ñIf men will take the lead as 

they should,ò he said (I paraphrase 

from memory), ñwomen will be 

glad to have them, and there will 

be no trouble about the sisters 

getting out of their place.  When 

the men go ahead in spiritual 

things, both at home and in prayer 

meeting, women will back them 

up, and the result will be glory and 

blessing.ò 

There were times, to be sure, 

when he detected that some 
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woman was attempting to take 

charge in an unscriptural way, and 

it would not pass muster with him.  

When a woman becomes head of 

any church, he taught us, that 

church is certain to slip into false 

doctrine, not necessarily because 

she is deceitful herself, but because 

Eve was deceived, despite her 

good intentions, and that capacity 

for being misled is native to 

women.  ñAdam was not 

deceived,ò wrote Paul (making his 

disobedience all the more 

flagrant), but Eve, the typical 

woman, perhaps really thought she 

was doing a good thing when she 

tasted the forbidden fruit. 

God did not design women, 

our pastor told us, to brave the arts 

of the great deceiver, and any man 

who left the familyôs religion to his 

wife was sure to land them in 

trouble.  He told us that if Eve had 

done the right thing, she would 

have told the serpent she would not 

listen but would go call her 

husband.  To apply this, he would 

say (drawing on pioneering stories) 

to us young husbands, ñDonôt send 

your wife to the door to meet the 

Indians.  You go yourself and 

defend your home.ò  In other 

words, when spiritual danger is in 

the air, let the man set his wife 

behind him and do the praying 

himself. 

But nothing was calculated to 

make women feel belittled.  Mr. 

Sandford gave them honor, 

recognizing the tremendous part 

loyal Christian women have played 

in the history of the Church.  In his 

own work he had seen occasions 

when the men (and he himself) had 

felt bowed down and almost 

broken by their burdens; then some 

woman or group of women had 

risen in faith to the battle with 

unflinching courage and enabled 

the men to win the victory.  He 

made no secret of the fact that 

women had often stood true (in his 

observation) when men had 

faltered. 

Many times I heard him say 

that there was nothing in Godôs 

creation any more wonderful than 

a woman who was what she ought 

to be in the things of God.  Her 

mission was one of glory for godly 

men, and he said that frequently 

when the power of God was on 

him during a sermon or Bible 

lesson, he would glimpse such 

godly radiance on the faces of 

women present that he simply had 

to avert his eyes. 

On the subject of women 

keeping silent, he would remind us 

that the final great outpouring of 

Godôs Spirit foretold by the 

prophet Joel was to be on ñall 

flesh,ò and that ñyour sons and 

your daughters shall prophesyòð

with no distinction between them.  

Correspondingly, at Pentecost at 

least some of the ñhundred and 

twentyò were women, and the 

tongues of fire ñsat upon each one 

of them.  And they were all filled 

with the Holy Spirit, and began to 

speak.ò 

What Paul was forbidding may 

have been some pagan influence 

that had favored priestess cults, 

and he had to restrain with a strong 

hand any Delphic Oracles that 

Satan might have sought to 

introduce into the early Church.  

But the honor accorded the ñholy 

womenò of old (1 Peter 3:5) and 

the outbursts of spiritual utterance 

that came from Hannah and 

Elisabeth and Mary among others, 

plus the obvious divine favor 

resting on Miriam and Deborah 

and Huldah and the daughters of 

Philip the Evangelist all served to 

notify the Church that God had no 

intention of muffling or gagging 

womankind. 

In his own services, when it 

came time for testimonies or 

prayers, Mr. Sandford would 

expect the men to lead off but he 

would never silence the women if 

they felt moved to join.  Since he 

was in charge as a man of God, he 

considered that the women who 

spoke were doing so under his 

protection and authority.  He 

would quote rather humorously, 

ñóLet the women keep silenceô if 

they want to.ò  He would not 

require them to speak aloud, but 

neither would he silence them if 

the Holy Spirit was giving them 

words to edify the assembly.  He 

made a great deal of Psalm 68:11, 

ñThe Lord gave the word: the 

women that publish the tidings are 

a great host.ò  One can scarcely 

believe that this publishing was to 

be through a printing press alone!  

Not when we read how Mary 

Magdalene and those with her 

were told by Jesus to ñGo, tellò the 

men the glorious news of the 

resurrection.  There are times 

indeed when godly women must 

be anything but silent. 

Perhaps we think that these 

were all exceptions to the rule.  

This may be, but as we look 

forward to the coming age when 

there will be ñneither male nor 

femaleò among Godôs elect, surely 

we can foresee the time when the 

curse of Eden will fall away from 

Eveôs daughters, and many of them 

will be numbered among the 

ñvirginsò who stand with the Lamb 

on Mount Zion. 

In any case, we know that 

whereas Abraham had to make the 

final decisions, he was not to do so 

without ñhearkeningò to Sarah his 

wife.  Let all Christian men that 

have ears, hear. Æ 
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O N APRIL 22, 1908, the 

Yacht Coronet rounded Cape 

Horn, driving hard under all the 

canvas that Capt. McKenzie could 

hang on her during a short spell of 

fair wind.  So far, so goodðbut 

the very next day disaster struck, 

of the kind that modern sailors 

rarely experience.  At 10:30 that 

night, a key fitting let go, and the 

main boom swung wildly away in 

the darkness and broke right off 

against the rigging.  Their desper-

ate efforts to secure, repair, and re-

set the boom and its sail occupied 

most of the next week, and thereaf-

ter the schooner got under way up 

the coast of Chile, looking for 

shelter from the weather. 

They found it at what the chart 

called a ñharbor of refuge,ò Port 

Otway (now known as Puerto Bar-

roso), an uninhabited but sheltered 

bay into which they sailed on May 

14.  After 30 days and 3,000 miles 

of incessant and often violent mo-

tion, their sense of relief was inde-

scribable.  When the anchor went 

down and the ship swung to her 

chain in silence, it was like enter-

ing Paradise.  They had survived.  

They were safe.  Their bodies 

seemed to ñdevour the stillness,ò 

as one of them put it. 

But this was a company on a 

mission, and not even tonight 

would they forget it.  Precisely at 

midnight, they gathered in the 

main cabin for one more ñmarch of 

faith.ò  Their voyage, and particu-

larly their rounding of the Cape, 

was symbolic.  It was being exe-

cuted, in sign, for the spiritual lib-

eration of the rest of the world.  

Mr. Sandford reminded the compa-

ny that the day now in progress 

was what the Bible designated as 

the ñlittle Passover,ò the period 

when anyone unable to observe 

that Feast on time could legiti-

mately do so later.  In the interests 

of those others, he now led them 

all in an observance of the Lordôs 

Supper at this midnight service.  It 

was a deliberate choice of time: 

ñWe propose instead of sleeping, 

[to] partake of the Passover meal 

in the interests of othersé in abso-

lute self-renunciation and in loving 

not [our] lives unto the death.ò 

There followed a major out-

burst of faith among them for the 

breaking of hellôs deception, the 

release from human bondage, and 

the realization of Calvaryôs sacri-

fice in behalf of all humanity.  

ñLanguage utterly fails,ò wrote the 

leader, ñin attempting to make 

known to men the absoluteness of 

the conviction, of the assurance, 

nay, of the knowledge, which pos-

sesses the very being of the man 

writing, that God-given faith to-

night has compassed the battles of 

Christendom and brought the pre-

cious church which He purchased 

with His blood through in triumph.  

We know itðoh, how we know it!  

Our very bones resound with 

amens, and our entire beings with 

alleluias, as we eat and then wor-

ship.ò 

Then he lifted his gaze down 

the years to come, taking in the 

world-wide flock of God in lan-

guage of faith that can only be 

called sublime.  In words of aston-

ishing authority he declared, 

ñAh, struggling soul in days to 

come hard pressed, whether or not 

you are able to drop anchor as you 

read these words, know thou that 

overcomers have dropped anchor 

for you.  Whether you be off the 

Gulf of St. Georgeé or off Cape 

Horné so sure as there is a God 

above, your anchor is down tonight 

in the Harborðthis Beautiful Har-

bor to which you will safely arrive 

and where you will join us in wor-

shipping your God and our God. 

ñWonderful as it may seem to 

youé I am surer of your welfare 

than of our own.  I am as certain 

that Christendom is safe anchored 
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in the harbor with us as I am that 

our anchor is down.  Nay, if you 

will have it soðand better, wheth-

er you will have it so or notðthe 

Coronetôs anchor is your anchor. 

ñWith such words uttered, and 

such a faith exerted, and such a 

sacred ordinance observed in your 

behalf,é you can safely ride out 

any storm that sweeps your coast 

till you yourself arrive and cast 

your own anchor amid these lovely 

surroundings.ò 

With these words, the mission-

ary nature of their journey reached 

the most effective height yet.  In 

many ways, that midnight service 

represented the spiritual zenith of 

the entire world voyage. 

And it was not imaginary.  We 

do not have space here to recount 

the answers to those prayers, both 

widespread and individual, that 

have come to light and continue to 

do so, including in South America 

(see elsewhere in this issue), right 

down to the present.  May we to-

day exhibit the same sublime qual-

ity of faith for Godôs purposes to 

ripen to their scriptural fruition. Æ 
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I N NUMBERS 10, Moses di-

rected Israel to make two silver 

trumpets to be used in signaling, 

but also to be used in a musical 

entreaty to God for victory in war-

fare.  ñWhen ye go to war in your 

landé then ye shall sound an 

alarm with the trumpets; and ye 

shall be remembered before Jeho-

vah your God, and ye shall be 

saved from your enemies.ò 

In 1904 at Shiloh, a talented 

young musician named Frank 

Wakeman composed a concert 

piece for brass band entitled ñThe 

Alarmò to be used in the same 

way.  It was played over the years 

at various national crises, with 

good effect.  Fifty years ago, on 

May 4, 1958, it was played at Fair-

wood in the ñold Sanctuaryò (now 

the Dining Hall) at another mo-

ment of national crisis. 

The ñCold Warò was the issue.  

It was threatening seriously to heat 

up, and United States foreign poli-

cy was fixated on the doings of the 

Soviet Union.  Kingdom people 

couldnôt affect that threat in any 

way but in the Spirit, but in that 

realm they knew just what to do.  

The announcement went out by 

general letter in April: the King-

dom Band was to sound that 

ñAlarmò at the Feast of Pentecost.  

Not only the Band would be in-

volved, however.  It was to be ña 

time when all Israel, that is, all the 

people of God whose hearts are 

attuned to God, should cooperate 

with the musicians in sending a 

soul call to high Heaven that will 

bring down the Divine help.ò  

ñWe, as a nation, an Israelitish na-

tion, are at war with the Russians 

who represent the antichrist power 

in this closing age.ò  Thatôs how 

seriously they took it. 

The Band convened under the 

composerôs son, Chesed Wake-

man, for several practices that 

spring.  It was the fixed custom 

never to play the entire piece 

through in rehearsal.  It was prac-

ticed in overlapping segments, but 

it was never played as ñthe Alarmò 

except on the occasion for which it 

was called. 

That occasion came on Sun-

day, May 4, at high noon.  The 

Band assembled at the front of the 

Sanctuary, the audience stood, and 

Chesed lifted his baton.  Solemn 

and stirring, the music filled the 

room.  They played it through 

twice, as a musical prayer, fol-

lowed by a male chorus, singing as 

priests in the Temple, the inspired 

words of Psalms 1 and 2.  ñWhy do 

nations tumultuously assemble?é 

He that sitteth in the Heavens shall 

laugh.ò  It was a powerful act of 

simple faith in God, taking His 

Word seriously. 

The answer was long in com-

ing, but come it surely did, and the 

Soviet Union suffered an ignomin-

ious break-up in 1991, presaged by 

the destruction of the Berlin Wall 

in 1989.  The God of Israel 

ñheard,ò ñremembered,ò ñsaw,ò 

and ñtook knowledgeò of His peo-

ple, just as He had done at the Exo-

dus. 

The ñAlarmò was sounded 

once more in March, 1991 for the 

first Gulf War and the hostilities of 

militant Islam, and we continue to 

look to Israelôs God for deliver-

ance today. Æ 
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J 
UST before His death, Jesus 

attended the Feast of Passover, 

an event which always packed 

Jerusalem.  While standing in a 

crowd, He began musing on his 

impending hour of trial, praying 

aloud:  ñ óFather, glorify thy name.ô  

There came therefore a voice out 

of Heaven, saying, óI have both 

glorified it, and will glorify it 

again.ô  The multitude therefore, 

that stood by, and heard it, said 

that it had thundered: others said, 

óAn angel has spoken to 

himôò (John 12:27-29). 

Itôs easy to think that if we had 

seen the Red Sea part, or if weôd 

been there to see Elijah call down 

fire, or if we had watched Jesus 

raise Lazarus from the dead, then 

we would believe.  But no, Jesus 

told them in His day that if they 

wouldnôt believe Moses, they 

wouldnôt believe God even if 

someone were to come back from 

the dead.  He was right: as soon as 

the disciples began preaching the 

empty tomb, they were arrested. 

So it is today.  While research-

ing a recent claim that Jesusô bones 

have been found, we learned that 

the evidence from every sideð

Biblical, historical, scientific, logi-

cal, literary, linguistic, and archae-

ologicalðoverwhelmingly proves 

that this is a trumped-up story.  

The evidence against it is easy to 

find online, so the enthusiastic 

chatter in its favor cannot be due to 

a lack of information.  Many have 

ñheard the voiceò and said, ñIt 

thundered.ò  The evidence to the 

truth is there, but not all choose to 

believe. 

Itôs a constant battle to be 

ñrealò with God, but actually to 

choose unbelief is worse.  A 

choice like that denies that He has 

ever answered our prayers.  Left to 

our mere humanity, of course, we 

donôt always find it easy to expect 

God to answer prayer, keep His 

promises, and mean what He said 

in the Bible.  So itôs no wonder 

that He uses physical actions and 

objects as connecting links to com-

municate with usðbecause He 

knows our weaknesses and is there 

to help us.  ñCome to this empty 

tomb,ò He says.  ñInvestigate these 

grave cloths.  Hear this voice call 

your name.  Walk with me to this 

city.  See me break this bread.  Let 

me open up this Word.ò  Failure to 

believe is not a question of infor-

mation: the record is incontestable.  

Jesus did all that was needed to 

give His disciples personalized 

assurance of His resurrection, and 

He will do no less for us. 

Sometimes the evidence is so 

ordinary, we almost miss it.  Once 

I (Lisa) was rushing along a side-

walk in Jerusalem just as fast as I 

could walk when I came upon a 

fallen sparrow.  I stopped.  Sud-

denly, it was as clear as if an ñX 

marked the spotò: God is looking 

here.  I knew that Jesus had said, 
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ñTwo sparrows cost only a 

penny, but not even one of 

them can die without your 

Father's knowing it.ò  And 

if He was looking at that 

little dead bird, I could take 

comfort that He was looking 

at me.  ñSo donôt be afraid.  

You are worth much more 

t h a n  m a n y  s p a r -

rowsò (Matthew 10:29, 31, 

New Century Version). 

Whether or not we ever 

see them, the things in the 

land of Israel are for the 

building up of our faith.  Take the 

city of Jerusalem itself.  Any visi-

tor can tell you that just as the Bi-

ble says, the mountains are ñround 

about Jerusalemò (Psalm 125:2) 

and that when viewed from the 

dwellings of the Old Testament 

period, the Temple is indeed on 

ñthe sides of the northò (Psalm 

48:2). 

And thereôs Hezekiahôs Tun-

nelðwhich was indeed planned by 

the Hezekiah of 2 Chronicles 

32:30.  In the early 1900ôs, a 

schoolboy discovered an inscrip-

tion in ancient Hebrew handwrit-

ing about 30 feet inside this under-

ground waterway.  It read, in part: 

ñBehold the tunnel.  This is the 

story of its cutting.  While the min-

ers swung their picks, one towards 

the other, and when there remained 

only three cubits to cut, the voices 

of one calling to his fellow was 

heard.ò  They had been digging for 

1,765 feet, clearly just as con-

cerned about being prepared for 

the siege of Sennacherib as the 

Bible records. 

In the Jewish Quarter of the 

Old City is a wall built over de-

molished homes from eight centu-

ries before Christ.  At about 20 feet 

wide, it is clearly the ñbroad wallò 

mentioned in Nehemiah 3:8, yet 

another part of Hezekiahôs frantic 

line of defense against the Assyri-

ans.  ñYou numbered the houses of 

Jerusalem, and ye brake down the 

houses to fortify the wall,ò report-

ed Isaiah (22:10). 

Running along the southern 

wall of the Old City are broad 

stone steps, some of which are cut 

into native rock.  Archaeology is 

often a task of connecting the dots, 

and the dots in this question are 

large: these steps lead to the now-

blocked Hulda Gates, connecting 

the ritual baths below with gor-

geously decorated tunnels leading 

to the Temple Mount above.  The-

se first century tunnels are still 

there.  Written records tell us this 

was the entrance to the Temple 

Mount in Jesusô time.  If there is 

any place where we may literally 

walk in Jesusô steps, it is here. 

Sometimes the Bible story it-

self is called into question.  The 

existence of Pontius Pilate, for in-

stance, used to be scoffed at.  

Skeptics pointed out that the name 

of this supposedly famous Roman 

appeared only in the Gospels and a 

few other ancient books, and de-

spite his recorded importance, no 

coins and no palaces had been 

found bearing his name.  Then in 

1961 an Italian archaeologist found 

unimpeachable evidence: a two by 

three foot limestone block reused 

in a fourth century staircase at 

Caesarea.  It read, ñTiberium Pon-

tius Pilate, prefect of Judea.ò 

 In short, itôs clear that the 

Bible has proven true on 

every level.  The discovery 

of the Dead Sea scrolls 

shows that thousands of 

years of copying has not 

transformed the Word.  And 

the transformation of John 

Newton shows that that 

Word has not lost its power.  

George Muller fed hundreds 

of orphans by banking on its 

promises. Rees Howells 

changed the course of World 

War II by obeying its direc-

tions and praying its predic-

tions. 

God is real with us: He says 

Heôll do something, and then He 

does it.  Despite millennia of per-

secution, the Jewish people still 

exist.  Despite their wanderings, 

the Sabbath (the sign ñthroughout 

your generationsò) has been in 

continuous remembrance since the 

Exodus. (See Exodus 31:13, 17.)  

In Isaiah 66:8, God asks, ñWho 

hath heard such a thing?  Who hath 

seen such things?  Shall a land be 

born in one day?ò  The answer is 

yes: and that day was May 14, 

1948.  And though they were scat-

tered to the four corners of the 

globe, God has sent ñfishersò to 

find the Jewish people.  In the 

space of just 36 hours, over 14,000 

Ethiopian Jews were flown into 

Israel a few years ago.  From the 

secrecy to which Communism had 

driven them in Russia, many more 

thousands have come home as 

well. (See Jeremiah 16:14-16.)   

So we emphasize Israel, not 

because we have a mere human 

fascination with it, but because 

when we see that God is real with 

these promises, we are confident 

that the rest will  be fulfilled.  This 

is why, in practical terms, we con-

sistently fight by faith against the 

so-called ñroad mapò for peace in 

the Middle East.  God has prom-

ised to curse those that divide the 

land, and that promise overshad-
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ows any supposed political expedi-

ency.  And this is why we pray for 

Israelôs salvation.  In Ezekiel 36, 

God promises to act for His nameôs 

sake.  Heôs tired of having His rep-

utation dragged through the mud by 

their bad example to the world, and 

He is going to bring them to repent-

ance.  When God rescues and saves 

Israel, then the world knows that 

He is real. 

Letôs resist the unconscious, 

automatic tendency to dismiss the 

connection between us and the 

promises and stories.  They should 

be prompting us to develop our 

own reality with God.  Contrast 

Caleb and Joshua with the others 

who were sent to spy out the land.  

Ten said, ñWe are grasshoppers 

compared to our enemies.ò  Two 

said, ñThey are bread for us!ò  Con-

trast Saul, who remained small in 

his own eyes though God had 

anointed him king, and David, who 

acted like a king even while in the 

most ignominious stages of his 

flight from Saul. 

Thereôs no reason why we canôt 

do the same, because itôs dependent 

on Him, not us. Instead of saying, 

ñI couldnôt do ____.  Thatôs not 

me,ò or, ñHe couldnôt do ____.  

Thatôs just old Charlie,ò we should 

be saying, ñEnoch walked with 

God; so can I.ò  Why shouldnôt we 

do ____?  And why couldnôt ñold 

Charlieò do great things for God?  

We are to ñknow no man after the 

flesh,ò including ourselves.  We are 

to help elevate each other, and to-

gether be the people of God in our 

generation. 

God is looking for Joshuas and 

Davids more than ever at the clos-

ing of the age.  Some hear His 

voice and respond; some say it has 

merely thundered.  He is real with 

us.  Why not be real with Him? Æ 
 

 

 

Father of eight, Robert is presently 
living the life of faith in Jerusalem with 
his wife and several of the children, 
including his oldest daughter, Lisa 
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CHURCH LEADERS  

DETAINED IN 

 INNER MONGOLIA 

 

The president of the Inner 

Mongolia branch of the Chinese 

House Church Alliance, Wang 

Dawei, was detained along with 

more than 40 of his co-workers on 

February 20, according to a 

February 21 report from China 

Aid Association.  The leaders 

were in the third day of a Bible 

study meeting in Xilinhaote, Inner 

Mongolia, when more than 100 

police officers from the State 

Security Bureau (SSB) and 

members of the Religious Affairs 

Bureau disrupted the meeting and 

detained them.  Police officers 

also confiscated the money that 

was collected in the offering and 

more than 30 boxes of Bibles and 

other Christian literature.  Later 

that afternoon, SSB members 

searched Dawei's residence.  The 

leader of the meeting, a South 

Korean Minister, was also 

detained during the incident. His 

whereabouts remain unknown. 

Our prayers are needed that 

these leaders will be released and 

for strength and boldness of faith 

as they suffer for Him.  Itôs also 

right to pray that the Chinese 

authorities will experience 

repentance and salvation as well. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INDIA  
ATTACKS ON CHRISTIANS IN 

MADHYA PRADESH 

 

There were at least two 

attacks on Christians by Hindu 

militants in Madhya Pradesh in 

recent weeks, according to 

a February report from Compass 

Direct. 

 

ñIN EVERYTHING BY 

PRAYERò 
 

Submitted by Therrill E. Morgan, Wesley Chapel, Florida 
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