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APPEARANCES, or REALITY  ?  Part Four 
 

 

ñThese allé confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth.  For they that say such things 

make it manifest that they are seeking after a country of their owné. a better country, that is, a heaven-

ly: wherefore God is not ashamed of them to be called their God; for He hath prepared for them a 

City.ò 

 Hebrews 11:13-16 

 

ñWe walk by faith, not by sightò 

 2 Corinthians 5:7 

 

It takes the work of grace to see beyond the mere natural and ñwalk by faith.ò  Both in our daily occupa-

tions and in our pursuit of Godôs truth, the world of the senses presses in.  Worse, the world of self-interest 

demands our regular attention.  Itôs hard work rejecting its apparent reality for that which is truly Eternal.  But 

it must and can be done.  His grace is sufficient for this; there is no need to fail. 

In this issue our writers offer real help as they raise interesting questions: where is godly fulfillment in 

lifeðin service as one of the ñmeekò of the earth, or in self-aggrandizing attempts at mastery?  On what do we 

base our present actions?  Despair over the inrush of evil, or triumphant vision for the certainty of Godôs 

Word?  These are good questions, and they have good answers.  May our lives reflect them every day. 

                   ïEditor 

I  
TôS UNFORTUNATE that 

youôll never enjoy whatôs been 

perhaps the best part of this 

article: eight months of lead time 

in which to observe the human 

condition for instances of fantasy 

belying reality.  Living in a town 

with both a historical insane 

asylum and a modern state 

university, I really canôt plead lack 

of material.  Yet itôs been hard to 

choose from a multitude of 

promising options.  At length, the 

winner came from a chance 

comment that oddly stayed with 

me: ñI would have felt sorry for 

him to have to work like that all his 

life.ò 

Itôs ironic that this was my 

boss talkingðironic both because 

she herself chose to carry a full-

time job when she didnôt need to, 

and because it didnôt seem to occur 

to her to feel sorry for me who, not 

enjoying any choice in the matter, 

was at that moment working 

myself into a nervous decline.  The 

subject of her solicitude instead 

was a yellow Labrador who had 

been painstakingly raised to be a 

service dog, only at its debut to be 

judged unfit for the job. 

Dogs for the blind Iôd always 

known about, but creatures trained 

to open refrigerator doors, to fetch 

things, even somehow to trigger a 

 

 

Servanthood ðBane  or  
Blessing ? 

 
 

by Grace Yacoubian, McDonough, Georgia 
 

 

 

The truth of personal fulfillment in Godôs sight  
turns the worldôs priorities on their head. 
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911 call, opened my eyes to a 

whole new dimension of what a 

dog (some dogs, anyway) could be 

trained to do.  The concept was 

fascinating, and inspiringðto me, 

anyway.  Apparently not to my 

boss. I think she considered it a 

heavy demand to make on an 

animal. 

As so often happens, the whole 

incident was without significance 

till it coincided with another one.  

Touring the west coast of Scotland 

with my mother recently and 

approaching a dairy farm, we were 

blocked by a herd of cows being 

driven toward us into the farmyard 

entrance just ahead.  As the beasts 

lumbered into the lane, the 

cowhand rose to his feet in the four

-wheeler to survey their progress.  

What gripped my imagination, 

however, was the black and white 

Border Collie at his feet, fairly 

quivering with eagerness to help, 

but waiting on orders.  Over and 

over since then Iôve recalled the 

expression of its face and the 

attitude of its body as the epitome 

of ideal and happy servanthood. 

Now I was wondering: which 

was to be pitied, the employed dog 

or the idle one?  Given the grim 

ring that the term ñservitudeò has 

in modern ears, and our 

conditioning to believe ourselves 

every manôs equal (see if you can 

recite the catechism learned by 

Christians in days of yore without 

choking on the duty ñTo order 

myself lowly and reverently to all 

my bettersò), itôs no wonder that 

autonomyðcanine or humanðis 

reflexively considered preferable.  

But of dogs bred for service, the 

reality is otherwise.  For these 

breeds to be truly happy, Iôm told, 

they need a job to doðany job.  

Without one, they become 

destructive. 

What about us?  When Jesus 

described the meek as ñblessed,ò 

was He indicating that we, too, are 

at heart service-creatures, and that 

it is in service that we inherit the 

earth?  Is it true that, in Rudolf 

Stierôs words, ñSelf-renunciation 

is the way to world-dominionò? 

Certainly the absence of 

meekness manifests the same 

destructive habits.  From the birth 

of Jesus to the birth of His Church, 

no lineage better demonstrates this 

than the Herodsô, whose 

commitment to possess the earth 

on their own terms consistently 

betrayed them into destructiveð

and, ultimately, self-destructiveð

actions.  Herod the Greatôs 

political ambition resulted in the 

Slaughter of the Innocents 

(inevitably the outcome of 

selfishness), destroying an entire 

regionôs Jewish sons under the age 

of two.  A generation later, by 

dallying with conviction his son 

exposed himself to the obligation 

of beheading John the Baptist.  

When he finally met the Man Jesus 

whom his father had sought to 

destroy, he had room for nothing 

but curiosity and wanton cruelty.  

The son of this Herod continued in 

the same vein, advancing the 

persecution of the Church ñwhen 

he saw that it pleased the Jews.ò  

Finally, basking in the crowdôs 

acclaim, he was struck down by an 

angel just at the heady moment 

when it looked like he was 

inheriting the earth after all.  ñThe 

godless may boast,ò writes John 

Stott, ñyet real possession eludes 

their grasp.ò 

If the self-serving do not 

inherit the earth, is it then true that 

only those who are meek inherit it?  

What about the zealotðquick, 

fiery in defense of his cause, so 

dedicated to what he knows that he 

repels all else?  Or the instinctive 

activist, liable, in his doggy way, 

to protect his master from harm or 

bite the mailman at the door?  Or, 

in biblical scenes, to strike off the 

ear of the opponent nearest to 

hand?  Or is the zealot something 

too close to the renegade? ñSaul, 

Saul,ò called the God in whose 

supposed service the future apostle 

was rounding up disciples for 

prison, ñWhy do you persecute 

Me?ò  Why, indeed?  The Pharisee 

had three sightless days to ponder 

the question.  Then, to the 

Churchôs boundless enrichment, he 

yielded to the claims and the 

agenda of his Master.  No, itôs not 

the zealot who inherits the earth.  

Not simply action for the Cause is 

needed, then, but right action.  And 

ultimately, consistent attention to 

the Masterôs pleasure. 

 
 
 

Which was to be pitied,  
the employed dog or  
the idle one? 



Interestingly, that image in my 

mind of the Scots Collie doesnôt 

include streaking off in response to 

commands.  He wasnôt doing 

anything about the cows.  He 

wasnôt even looking at the cows.  

He was looking straight up at his 

master ready, eagerly ready, to 

move when and where directedð

and steadfastly holding his peace 

till then.  The thrill may come in 

the performance of feats for which 

heôs been trained, but it is in the 

inactivityðthe necessity to do 

nothing but watch, and watch for, 

and watch withðthat the 

sweetness of the relationship 

between master and servant shines 

through. 

Just one other image in my 

mind conveys quite the same 

poignancy.  It is of another Master 

raised up above the crowd and a 

beloved disciple standing byð

mute, unmoving, but attending. 

Iôm fascinated by this apostle.  

In Matthewôs gospel, he seldom 

appears except as a kind of adjunct 

to his brother: ñJames, and his 

brother John.ò  Yet he is drawn, 

along with Peter and James, into 

the closest circle of Jesusô 

disciples and must have been in 

some respect a force to be 

reckoned with from the start, as 

together with his brother heôs 

called by Jesus a ñSon of 

Thunder.ò  In the course of those 

first few months John shared His 

hardships, saw His glory, and 

knew His rebuke. 

Then came the Last Supper, 

and Jesusô troubling words 

concerning what was to come.  

Nobody quite understood what was 

happening, but John must have 

sensed somethingðsomething 

about which he was unable to do 

anything at all, so he just kept 

close by the Master. 

When the gruesome deed was 

done, and while Judas the renegade 

ridded himself of the earth heôd 

sought to inherit, John stood still at 

the foot of the cross and watched.  

Thereôs no indication of frenzied 

attempts to effect a rescue.  He 

seems to have known that all was 

as it had to be, and that all he was 

permitted to do, once again, was 

keep close by.  When there was no 

breath left in his Master and he 

finally turned away, it was to 

receive into his house Mary, with 

whom Jesus had entrusted him. 

The exposition on meekness in 

Martyn Lloyd-Jonesô Studies in the 

Sermon on the Mount reads like 1 

Corinthians 13, only with a 

different theme. Meekness, he 

says, ñis essentially a true view of 

oneself, expressing itself in 

attitude and conduct with respect 

to others.ò  The meek man is not 

proud of himself.  He does not 

assert himself.  He makes no 

demands for his position, his 

privileges, his possessions.  

Moreover, heôs not sensitive about 

himselfðnot always watching 

himself and his own interests, not 

always on the defensive, never 

pitying himself. Such a man ñhas 

finished with all that.ò 

I like to think that itôs not coin-

cidence that the one disciple rec-

orded to have watched the incar-

nated Jesus expire was the first to 

recognize him on the Galilean 

beach. Present, watchful, protec-

tive but unfailingly deferring to his 

Lordôs judgment, John was one 

who bound himself neither to his 

own agenda nor even to his vision 

of the Cause, but to Jesus Himself, 

the Essence of all that is good.  

And in this servitude, I believe, he 

knew greater happiness than all the 

renegade Herods of his time and 

ours.  ñThe meek,ò concludes John 

Stott, ñé although they may be 

deprived and disenfranchised by 

men, yet because they know what it 

is to live and reign with Christ, can 

enjoy and even ópossessô the earth, 

which belongs to Christ.ò Ð 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In preparation for future service 
in the nonprofit sector, Grace works 
and studies at Georgia College & 
State University while continuing to 
travel whenever possible.  This 
summer sheôll be in Armenia again 
with an agency supporting the efforts 
of local farmers, small businessmen, 
and nonprofit organizations. 
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It is in the inactivity that the sweetness of  

the relationship between master and  
servant shines through. 
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L 
ET ME take you into the past 

for a few minutes, to a time 

which in some ways is very 

much like the one we find today.  

Jeremiah is a prophet in Judah; he 

has spoken for God to a belea-

guered and obstinate people for 

almost 40 years.  He is now within 

the walls of Jerusalem with a rem-

nant of Judah during a time of 

enormous crisis.  This crisis will 

bring to a mournful end two and a 

half years of siege by the armies of 

Babylon.  Perhaps you do not see 

how such a time could be anything 

like our own?  You will. 

First, put yourself in the place 

of Jeremiah.  You are aware that 

135 years before, your brothers in 

the northern kingdom of Israel re-

jected the message of their proph-

ets, just as Judah is now rejecting 

your own calls to repentance.  Isra-

el had protested the judgments 

against her and rejected Godôs 

messengers, and as a result she was 

taken into captivity by cruel force 

and has been lost to Judah ever 

since.  Nevertheless, through the 

words of her prophets you cherish 

the certain hope of a time when 

Israel will repent and be reunited 

with Judah.  Once again, though 

perhaps not for a long time, Judah 

and Israel will be one people and 

one nation, under one Godð

something that has not been the 

case for 300 years. 

As for rebellious Judah now 

under siege, you have given all 

your adult years in hope she would 

not follow Israelôs route to destruc-

tion.  For four decades you have 

proclaimed warnings of judgment 

for her wickedness and idolatry, 

entreating her to repent.  In the 

early years you found courage 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AN ENDURING  
VISION  

               by Daniel Pass, Stockbridge, Georgia 

 

 

 
 

Lessons in faith and history from 
Jeremiah the prophet 
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from the tender heart and reforms 

of good King Josiah, even though 

the people largely held fast to their 

evil ways.  But the kings who suc-

ceeded Josiah erased much of that 

hope and drove Judah further into 

the depths of depravity. 

You have been called a traitor, 

been beaten, imprisoned, hounded, 

and threatened by the very people 

you hoped would receive your 

message and turn back to Jehovah.  

Family and friends, neighbors and 

the common people, priests and 

prophets, kings and princesðall 

opposed you.  Very few even took 

a stand to preserve your life in 

your time of greatest distress.  

From the depths of sorrow you 

have complained,  

I have become a laughingstock 

all the day; everyone mocks me. é 

"Denounce him!  Let us denounce 

him!" say all my close friends, 

watching for my fall.  "Perhaps he 

will be deceived; then we can over-

come him and take our revenge on 

him." é  Cursed be the day on 

which I was born!é  Why did I 

come out from the womb to see toil 

and sorrow, and spend my days in 

shame? (Jeremiah 20:7-18) 

True to Godôs judgments, Ju-

dah has suffered reversal after re-

versal, an early stage of captivity 

20 years ago and further devasta-

tion nine years later.  Now Lachish 

is fallen and Jerusalem only is left 

of the cities of Judah.  Yet at this 

very moment Jerusalem itself is 

besieged by the Babylonian army.  

You had hoped that King Zedekiah 

would heed Jehovahôs warnings, 

but the end approaches quickly.  

Sorrowfully, Zedekiah is weak and 

full of fears; he is no more than a 

tool in the hands of wicked princ-

es. 

Godôs final judgment is un-

stoppable, and the only hope of 

escaping desolation is the 

ñunthinkableò: yield uncondition-

ally to the yoke of Babylon.  Go 

out and surrender to this foreign 

army, allow them to desecrate the 

holy temple built by the great king 

Solomon 400 years ago, and let 

yourself be taken from the Land.  

All these are Jehovahôs final terms, 

but even at this point of looming 

calamity the king has rejected His 

final way for deliverance. 

Now, in his place and in this 

time of failing vision and great 

ungodliness, how will you hold 

fast a clear vision for the words of 

Jehovah?  You are surrounded 

within the walls of Jerusalem by 

the wickedness of a heathen army, 

but far more grievousðinside the-

se walls are the equally wicked 

remnant of Godôs chosen people. 

Hold fast to a clear and true 

vision for the future?  Here?  Now? 

There can be no doubt in your 

heart.  Your answer (if you are Jer-

emiah) is Yes, I will!  The vision 

you embrace flows as a river from 

the very throne of Jehovah.  It 

transcends temporal appearances 

and circumstances; it is true to the 

Final Reality which will ultimately 

envelop and fill heaven and earth.  

You have your messages directly 

from the Creator and the final 

Judge of all.  It is of little relevance 

that Judah has rebelled against 

God, and a time will come when 

His judgments will bring even 

Babylon to a precipitous and per-

manent end. 

Oh, the joy and the sorrow 

mixed within that cup, and Jeremi-

ah had to drink it.  The future re-

sounds with shouts of joy, yes.  

But the present cries out with sor-

row for the remnant of Judah who 

face the wrath of desolation by the 

overwhelming might of Babylon.  

The end of the matter will be joy-

ous, though perhaps far in the fu-

ture.  Judah and Israel will again 

be a people, a righteous people.  

They will come back to the Prom-

ised Land and enjoy Godôs favor.  

For Judah herself the redemption 

will come relatively soon, in 70 

years. 

For thus says Jehovah: When 

seventy years are completed éI 

will é bring you back to this 

place. é Then you will call upon 

me and come and pray to me, and I 

will hear you. é I will be found by 

you, declares Jehovah, and I will 

restore your fortunes and gather 

you from all the nations and all the 

places where I have driven you, 

declares Jehovah, and I will bring 

you back to the place from which I 

sent you into exile. (Jeremiah 

29:10-14) 

An even greater joy will then 

come; in a more distant time God 

will bring to an end all earthly 

 

 

There can be  
no doubt in  
your heart.   

Your answer is 
Yes, I will!   



8  TIMES OF RESTORATION    \   JULY/AUGUST  2008 

kingdoms and set up His direct 

rule from Jerusalem over all the 

nations. 

Jerusalem shall be called the 

throne of Jehovah, and all nations 

shall gather to it, to the presence 

of Jehovah in Jerusalem, and they 

shall no more stubbornly follow 

their own evil heart. (Jeremiah 

3:17) 

So much for Jeremiah.  Now 

let us return to the present.  In what 

ways are our own circumstances 

similar to those of Jeremiahôs day?  

First, Judah has recently returned 

to the Promised Land, but she is 

still unrepentant.  Israelôs other 

tribes are in the west and have 

found Godôs favor, but they have 

yet to return in significant numbers 

to the Land.  Nor have they been 

reunited with Judah.  So Jeremi-

ahôs prophecies concerning the 

latter days speak to us of our own 

times and of times soon to come; 

just as his words spoke to Judah in 

their time and the times which 

soon followed.   

Secondly, Israelôs other tribes 

in the west are a divided people 

spiritually: some heed Godôs Word 

while others rebel against it.  With 

Jeremiah we grieve to see so many 

of Godôs chosen people opposing 

Him.  The apostle Paul described 

these rebels among us as if he 

could see them today: 

In the last days é people will 

be lovers of self, lovers of money, 

proud, arrogant, abusive, disobe-

dient to their parents, ungrateful, 

unholy, heartless, unappeasable, 

slanderous, without self-control, 

brutal, not loving good, treacher-

ous, reckless, swollen with conceit, 

lovers of pleasure rather than lov-

ers of God. (2 Timothy 3:1-4) 

Such ñtaresò among us have 

rejected Godôs warnings, just as 

Judah did in Jeremiahôs time.  And 

just as Jeremiah sorrowed and was 

worn down by it all, so are we in 

the present.  However, hope re-

mains: God is speaking to men 

today and gathering those who will 

heed his prophets.  They will yet 

serve as messengers of His good 

promises to Israel and Judah, and 

to all men. 

So in these days itôs imperative 

that like Jeremiah we adopt Godôs 

vision.  His viewpoint, His point of 

reference must be our own.  Letôs 

take hope in His words as given by 

prophets and apostles, and by other 

men who have spoken by His Spir-

it down to the present.  May we fix 

our vision, our courage, and our 

actions upon the divine certainty of 

His Word, and disentangle our 

hearts from the ñearthly realitiesò 

which press hard against us.  We 

may be surrounded by the ñarmies 

of Babylon,ò by men who reject us 

and the message of Godôs Word.  

But we yet stand with the God of 

all the earth.  And standing there, 

we are as immovable and invinci-

ble as the truth of His Word. 

So letôs take courage in the 

knowledge that we have fixed our 

vision securely upon the One who 

is the Final Reality on earth and in 

heaven, who judges nations and 

peoples, who draws all men to 

Himself with great lovingkindness 

and compassion, and who has se-

cured for us an eternal salvation.  

Having done so, we can endeavor 

to lift the vision of those who are 

weak at heart and who seem to 

faint at the sight of the coming cri-

sis which will bring these latter 

days to a crashing end.  Let us 

maintain this steadfast vision, 

knowing that the troubles which 

will ravage the earth will also fore-

shadow the coming age of Christôs 

triumphant rule. 

Finally, letôs press on and find 

that the vision we have adopted 

(directly from Jehovah Himself 

and by His Spirit) is an enduring 

vision.  We will find ourselves 

standing with Jeremiah the prophet 

as loyal and faithful servants of 

God, and standing with all men of 

faith who in the midst of ungodly 

times have labored, suffered, and 

rejoiced in His service. With them 

we will find that we too have 

pleased God and will be found in 

the company of those who live 

eternally in His presence through 

the ages to come. Ð 

 

 

 
 

Father of three small children, 
Dan works as a civil engineer and is 
an enthusiastic supporter at Open 
Door Chapel. 

 

 
 
 

 

We may be  

surrounded by 

the ñarmies of 

Babylon,ò but 

we yet stand 

with the God of 

all the earth. 
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W 
ALKING downstairs one 

day, I had a flash of insight.  I 

was in a hurry, and as one of 

my children trailed along behind, 

he wailed, ñMama, wait for 

meeeeee.ò  Right on the heels of 

my impatient impulse came a sud-

den change in perspective.  Sud-

denly, I realized that to him, I was 

twice his size, grown up and safe, 

and right on top of that thought, I 

remembered feeling the same way 

about my own mother.  I recalled 

wanting to be close to her and to 

have her near by, because she rep-

resented security and love. 

This experience got me think-

ing about perspective and how a 

change in perspective can turn a 

situation upside down or put it 

right side up.  In the example I just 

mentioned, my change in perspec-

tive helped me see myself through 

the eyes of a three-year-old, and 

reminded me of just how important 

it is to love and care for my chil-

dren, rather than just sweep them 

aside in a frenzy of housecleaning. 

Iôm sure we all recognize these 

shifts.  Perhaps you too have driv-

en through a toll booth and thought 

to yourself, ñMaybe my job isnôt 

so bad after all.ò  Or maybe after a 

long rainy day you have thought 

your children were total savages, 

only to go to a mall and see what 

real savages look like. 

Perspective can be a wonderful 

reality check.  It forces us to get 

outside the narrow world of our 

own mind and see life with a 

broader view.  Perhaps mothers 

particularly have this tendency to 

look through the wrong end of the 

binoculars.  Before we know it, all 

we can see through our narrow 

lens is child Xôs potty training cri-

sis or the overdue baby.  It can ac-

tually consume us, until someone 

or something pulls the binoculars 

away, enabling us to see outside 

our own little world with better 

perspective. 

What a relief it can be to real-

ize that ñthere is nothing new un-

der the sun,ò that all our disap-

pointments, joys, and sorrows have 

been experienced by countless oth-

ers and they have made it through!  

I think of this as I slog through 

what seem to me the dreadful New 

England winters, and remember 

hearing how my grandmother suf-

fered through them year after year.  

Or I read a biography of pioneers 

who left the east coast and never 

saw their parents again.  Somehow 

this helps push back discontent 

when my circumstances arenôt as 

ideal as I could wish. 

This gain in perspective, how-

ever, is only on the horizontal 

plane.  It is certainly a good start, 

but it can only take us so far and 

can sometimes lead to trouble.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
by Ruth Murray, Dublin, New Hampshire 
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When Iôm feeling depressed about 

the state of my laundry pile, read-

ing the world news certainly casts 

my petty concerns in a new light.  

But it can bring on other troubles, 

namely depression or gloating. 

Depression?  In the midst of a 

bad day, you receive a depressing 

phone call from a friend.  By the 

time you get off, youôve forgotten 

your own problems, but now itôs 

worse: you feel like youôre carry-

ing a hundred pounds worth of 

troubles from someone else.  Sure 

your perspective has changed, but 

not for the better. 

Gloating?  Perhaps youôre be-

set by failings in a certain area.  

While under the weight of this self

-criticism, you happen upon some-

one else who ñblows itò egregious-

ly in front of your very eyes.  Sud-

denly, a glimmer of hope emerges, 

and a false sense of self-esteem 

springs up. 

Sadly, both these reactionsð

depression or gloatingðend up 

spelling one thing: sin.  And even 

if we do not fall into those sins of 

anxiety or pride, we are apt to 

adopt a tired resignation, a sort of 

ñif they survived, so can Iò attitude 

toward life.  Knowing these pit-

falls, God undertakes to move us 

from a worldly to an eternal per-

spective.  He intends to replace our 

sinful reactions or tired resignation 

with acceptance of our circum-

stances, based on trust in Him. 

Psalm 73 provides a great pic-

ture of this perspective shift.  

Speaking through the voice of 

Asaph, it begins by recognizing 

Godôs goodness to Israel and the 

pure in heart, but it is clear that this 

truth has not reached the writer 

personally.  His perspective is to-

tally absorbed with the temporal 

world, and he is so consumed by 

envy of the wicked that ñhis steps 

have well nigh slipped.ò  He goes 

on to describe the prosperity of the 

wicked, and then bitterly concludes 

that his spiritual efforts are in vain.  

He sowed in innocence and seems 

only to have reaped trouble. 

These dark thoughts beset him 

until he goes into Godôs house and 

considers ñthe latter endò of the 

wicked.  Only then does Asaphôs 

perspective change, as he turns 

from his carnal response and looks 

at Godôs ways with the unright-

eous.  He realizes that regardless of 

how things may appear, the wicked 

ñwill become a desolation in a mo-

mentòðand then an eternal per-

spective begins to shine into his 

former darkness.  He goes on to 

take hold of Godôs goodness for 

himself, stating that no matter how 

things may appear, God is holding 

his hand as the ñstrength of my 

heart and my portion forever.ò  

Now he sees with new eyes, and 

the temporal world becomes im-

material.  He finishes by declaring, 

ñit is good to draw near to God and 

to make Him my refuge.ò  And 

that is the key to eternal perspec-

tive.  Drawing near to God inevita-

bly shrinks temporal troubles to 

their proper size.  It saved Asaph 

and it works for us. 

Perhaps you too have experi-

enced the astonishing change in 

perspective produced by simply 

taking time to read the Bible at the 

beginning of a busy day.  I have 

thought many times of C. S. Lew-

isôs comment about turning to God 

at such times.  In Mere Christianity 

he describes our challenge like 

this: ñIt comes the very moment 

you wake up each morning.  All 

your wishes and hopes for the day 

rush at you like wild animals.  And 

the first job each morning consists 

simply in shoving them all back; in 

listening to the Other Voice, taking 

that other point of view, letting that 

other larger, stronger, quieter life 

come flowing in.  And so on, all 

day.éò 

What a tremendous difference 

it makes to get that eternal per-

spective first thing, to clothe our-

selves with truth before meeting 

the challenges of the day.  And the 

wonderful thing is, we can go to 

God at any time and ask Him to 

ñrenew our mindò so we can see 

clearly.  So when our perspective 

looks upside down, letôs follow the 

words of the song and ñTurn your 

eyes upon Jesus,  Look full in His 

wonderful face, And the things of 

earth will grow strangely dim in 

the light of His glory and grace.ò Ð 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Alumna of Hillsdale College and 
mother of three small boys, Ruth grew 
up in Georgia and now makes a home 
for her family at Fairwood. 

 



ñA S TO HIS development 

of character, he so met 

the requirements of Jehovah, so 

conformed himself by association 

with a holy and a righteous God as 

to meet His favor; he passed the 

cherubim so to speak, with their 

flaming sword; and went on till he 

met Elohim coming to meet him 

with most manifest marks of Di-

vine approval.ò 

ñHe loved nature.  He loved 

natureôs God. Nature loved him.  

Natureôs God loved him.  Ah, all is 

as sweet as Heaven if you are ho-

ly!  It is only sin that has put this 

world out of joint with man, and 

that because man is out of joint 

with his Maker.  When man is one 

with his Maker, all creation rejoic-

es.  Every creature in Heaven and 

earth, the sea and under the sea 

rejoiced over the conquest of 

Christ.  And thus this young boy 

grew to manhood a benediction to 

creation, while creation, in return, 

caressed him.ò 

ñIt was such a blessing to God 

to look down on the earth, and see 

one holy, clean, bright-looking, 

intelligent young man that scorned 

sin and loved holiness; that hated 

sham, and walked in righteous-

ness.ò 

ñThere is nothing stale about 

his religion.  He had no firstly, no 
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One Hundred Years Ago: 1908  
 

ñEnochôs Sabbatic Lifeò 
 

 

In July and August of 1908, Frank Sandford and the crew of the Schooner Coronet were sailing 

up the west coast of South America, praying their way up the latitudes for the tribes and peoples of 

the interior.  They were also writing a bookðnot about their adventures, but about the early history of 

the world.  Mr. Sandford called it simply, The First Thousand Years, and it was chiefly an effort of 

inspired commentary based on the Bible record. 

The hero of the first millennium, in his mind, could be none other than Enochðthat nonpareil of 

virtue and godliness, about whom little is known beyond a walk with God that qualified him for trans-

lation.  When it came time to write about Enoch, Frank Sandford pulled out all the stops of his already 

excellent imagination.  But the words were also inspired, as the following selections will testify. 



seventeenthly to his sermon.  It 

was just one person knowing an-

otherðthat was all.  He knew God, 

God knew him.  He loved God.  

God loved him.  He was like God, 

and God was like him.  Their tastes 

ran together, and so they kept to-

gether; and the more they kept to-

gether, the more they enjoyed the 

association.ò 

ñHe was not turned aside by 

his wife from the path of rectitude.  

No, if anything, his Christian life 

deepened.  He was pure, and holy, 

and noble, and strong, and manly.  

There is nothing artificial about 

genuine religion.  If you know God 

you will be simple, unaffected; not 

only when you wander amid the 

scenes of nature, but in your reli-

gious life; and your own life wher-

ever you are, will have upon it ñthe 

dew of youth.ò  True religion is to 

know God and do what God would 

do were He in your place.  That is 

all.ò 

ñThere are no rules, no regula-

tions if you know God thoroughly.  

óI will walk at liberty,ô said the 

Psalmist, ófor I seek thy precepts.ô  

The law, instead of binding him, 

set him free.  The liar would make 

you understand that the laws of 

God are severeðdifficult to prac-

ticeðin fact utterly beyond the 

powers of humanity.  That is true.  

Yet  [that is only half the story, 

for] the law is holy, and just, and 

good.  It is only because of the li-

arôs work that we are out of joint 

with the law.  Godôs design is to 

make the law a school-master to 

bring us to Christ; for when we are 

brought to Christ He delivers us 

from the bondage into which we 

have been brought by the liar in 

the Garden.ò 

ñIt is all the work of the liar, 

and yet he would make us believe 

that our God is a tyrant.  He lied to 

Eve.  He lies to you.  It is as easy 

for you to keep the law when you 

accept the Savior, as it is for you to 

break it before you accept Him.  

Enoch understood this.ò 

ñWhen he became married, the 

law of God was the foundation 

upon which the house was built; 

and the love of God sprang up 

from the same like vines of ivy and 

covered the walls thereofé.  Ah, it 

is so beautiful to dwell together in 

unityðwoman finding out what 

Godôs law says, obeying it, living 

it; the husband finding out what 

the law of God says to him, obey-

ing it, living it; and both this in 

deepest harmony.  And the little 

onesðah, what a home for little 

ones to come to!  Law for their 

safety, love for their development; 

nurtured and cherished, and like 

Timothy, who from a child knew 

the Holy Scriptures which were 

able to make him wise unto salva-

tion.ò 

ñIt was a holy family.  If you 

walk with God, you take your fam-

ily with you in the walk.  If you 

leave them behind, you are failing 

to walk with God on that line.  Ah, 

it is such a wonderful privilege to 

have a home where the ambition of 

the father and mother and son and 

daughter, is to see who can walk 

the closest to their Maker, live the 

purest, holiest, most useful life.ò 

ñYou think this cannot be 

done?  Ah, you are mistaken.  This 

took place in Enochôs family.  It 

takes place in others also, who fol-

low hard after Enochôs God.ò 

ñIt may take place in your 

family.  Of course if you com-

menced life wrong, if you sow to 

the flesh, you must reap the har-

vest.  But if you repent, if you seek 

God with all your heart, it is won-

derful how the mountains will 

begin to go into the sea.  If you are 

thoroughly scriptural, if you for-

sake all things that you may be His 

disciple, you may come into such 

relationship with Enochôs God that 

He will move heaven and earth to 

deliver your wife, your son, your 

daughter.  It may cost suffering, 

but Enochôs faithful God will not 

fail you.ò 

ñHe was [also] a prophet, and 

he often spoke for God.  There was 

not an iota of his being that did not 

belong to the Divine One.  God 

could reckon on him to speak bold-

ly, fearlessly, righteously, loving-

ly, and firmly.  He never failed.  

He never flinched.  When God 

wanted a message delivered, he 

delivered it.ò 

ñHe not only walked with 

God, he was led by the Spirit.  He 

was so true that the Spirit of God 

filled him with power from on 

high.  Sometimes they thought he 

spoke too plainly; but God never 

said so.  He separated the precious 

from the vile, and his mouth was 

as the mouth of Jehovah.  He had 

but one object in lifeðto please 

his Maker.  He had trials, but he 

walked with God.  Sometimes they 

were angry at his plain speech, but 

he spoke the truth or nothing.ò 

ñIf the sons of God on high 

shouted over the scene, the saints 

on earth rejoiced, for true religion 

flourished wherever that man 

went, even as the willows by the 

watercourses.  Ah, the grandeur of 

such a life!  The blessings of such 

a walk!ò  Ð 
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F IFTY years later this ministry 

was alive and well, being 

trumpeted by several more voices 

after Mr. Sandfordôs death.  And 

by the summer of 1958, the center 

was Coronet no longer.  Instead it 

was a country estate called 

ñFairwood,ò inhabited by 

Kingdom folks (by that time for 

just seven years), and already it 

was time to expand.  A ñSeven 

Year Feastò was approaching in 

the fall, and living space was going 

to be at a premium.  While some 

could live in ñboothsò (aka tents) 

on the (then small) ball field, 

others would need a bed and a 

roof, and there were not going to 

be enough wi thout more 

construction.  Thus, in the spring, a 

crew of men cleared some land on 

the slope above the Main House, 

and that summer saw the 

construction of the Menôs 

Dormitory. 

It was the first new building 

project  the Kingdom had 

undertaken probably since 1941, 

and to it flocked men and women, 

boys and girls, all interested in 

helping wherever they could.  The 

s u m m e r  y o u t h  p r o g r a m 

concentrated heavily on the 

project, with most afternoons taken 

up entirely with painting, nailing 

on siding shingles, and interior 

work of various kinds.  And all 

over the fellowship, coast to coast, 

people were bearing the burden of 

faith for the money. 

The bu i ld ing was  no 

architectural marvel, being based 

on a military design for World War 

II -era Army barracks.  But it was 

dressed up with large picture 

windows and a pillared side 

entrance, and it took shape steadily 

and surely that summer, arriving at 

completion and dedication just in 

time for the convention in 

September.  It was a humble but 

useful testimony to the victory of 

faith, and it has served generations 

of Bible School men and Feast 

attendees ever since.  To God be 

the glory! Ð 
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Fifty Years Ago: 1958  

 

Growth on the Ground 



W 
HILE e-mailing a dear friend, I typed the 

following to her regarding something trou-

bling she was facing: ñI pray for Jesus to 

win.  Right now I abandon my fears for you and for 

your future.  I trade them in for JESUS.ò  As soon as 

the words came off my fingers, I knew the Holy Spirit 

was speaking to my heart.  And I knew exactly what 

parts of my life He wanted washed by those truths. 

I have had a longstanding battle to fully relinquish 

fear (and my subsequent reactions to it) from my 

life.  Itôs been a struggle that Iôve been very aware of 

almost from the very day I turned my life over to Je-

sus.  I know the remedy every time is Jesus.  Itôs in His 

finished work on the cross, its reminders are in His 

Word, and I have lots of evidence of ways that He has 

transformed my thinking and actions in other areas 

that I have fully yielded to Him.  But the battle contin-

ued. 

On a different occasion, I was pouring out my 

heart to another dear friend, lamenting over this huge, 

ugly sin that grows each time I give in to fear instead 

of trusting God.  The root of it stems from years 

of trauma in my childhood.  The details are not im-

portant, because the pathway to victory and heal-

ing would be the same no matter what the circum-

stance. 

Then, out of this friendôs mouth, the Holy Spirit 

spoke these words to me: ñJesus was there while those 

horrible things were happening.  He did ótake the bul-

letô with you each and every time you were 

wronged.ò  This friend helped me to ñseeò the bondage 

by which I was entrapped in a way I never had seen it 

before.  As many times as I have claimed the truth that 

I can fully trust Jesus, I have relapsed once more into 

fear and then acted on that fear rather than trusting 

God.  My family has paid a high price for this. 

Several years ago I accepted Jesusô help to fully 

forgive the person who betrayed me in my childhood; 

but without intending or wanting to, I continued 

to hold God accountable for allowing the wrongdo-

ing.  Embedded in my thinking was Satanôs lie that 

because Jesus did not protect me, He could not and 

should not be fully trusted to protect my children.  But 

Jesus really did get through to me that night through 

this friend.  I physically felt the truth penetrate the un-

belief. 

In John 8:32, it is recorded that Jesus assured the 

disciples that if they believed in what He was teaching 

them, they would know the truth and it would set them 

(Continued on page 16) 
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Victory Over Fear 
 

by Susan Lyman, Marlborough, New Hampshire 
 

 

 

 

  From inner suffering,  

  Jesus transforms the  

  deepest trauma into peace 
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T he Bible is filled with 

examples of humble and 

unknown people who were 

selected by God to play important 

parts in His plan.  One of the 

fascinating aspects of studying 

history is seeing that everyday 

people may still have unexpected 

and key roles in the story.  Often 

the results of their actions go on 

long after their names are 

forgotten. 

For example, the red and 

yellow colors of taxis in Toronto, 

Canada, have a direct connection 

to a summer day in 1831 when two 

slaves boarded a ferry in the 

United States to cross from 

Kentucky to Indiana. 

Thomas and Lucie Blackburn 

were starting a journey that led 

them first to Michigan Territory 

and then to the British Colony of 

Canada.  The efforts of their 

owners to have them returned were 

recorded in the newspapers, giving 

the author of Iôve Got a Home in 

Glory Land  a trail to follow as 

she researched their lives.  The 

effort to have the Blackburns 

returned included lawsuits against 

the ferry captain who allowed their 

passage, and culminated in a 

dramatic rescue from jail in 

Detroit, Michigan.  After the 

Blackburns made it to Canada, the 

diplomatic efforts to have them 

extradited led to the formulation of 

the British Colonial governmentôs 

policy on escaped slaves.  The 

Blackburn case began Canadaôs 

reputation as a nation of refuge. 

M e a n w h i l e ,  T h o m a s 

Blackburn started the first horse-

drawn taxi service in Toronto and 

painted his cab red and yellow!  

Who knew? 

 

 

Two fascinating stories from the  
obscure ñatticsò of U. S. History 
 

 

Iôve Got a Home in Glory Land 
Karolyn Smardz Frost, 2007 

Farrar, Straus and Giroux 

 

The Fabric of America 
Andro Linklater, 2007 

Walker and Company 

 

 



free.  He also went on in verse 36 to reassure them 

that ñIf the Son therefore shall make you free, ye 

shall be free indeed.ò  So my testimony now is that I 

have been set free.  That freedom was actual-

ly acquired on my behalf the day that Jesus went to 

the cross. 

I was released into this truth on the very evening 

the Holy Spirit got through to me.  By the power of 

the cross, faith is the ñbulletò that brings victory, no 

matter what the bondage. 

I am intrigued by the symbolism in the true ac-

count of a bird that was found after a fire in Yellow-

stone National Park.  When a ranger found the bird, 

it was literally petrified in ash, perched like a statue 

on the ground at the base of a tree.  As the birdôs 

body was gently nudged with a stick, three tiny 

chicks scurried from under their dead motherôs 

wings.  She had instinctively known of the impend-

ing danger and instead of flying to safety had given 

her life to save her chicks. 

Thatôs what Jesus has done for us.  In an act of 

love far beyond any other, God sacrificed Himself so 

that we would be safe in Him.  David found the same 

solace which he proclaimed in Psalm 91:4, ñHe will 

cover you with His feathers, and under His wings 

you will find refuge.ò  Whether I run into His 

ñStrong Towerò (Proverbs 18:10) or nestle ñunder 

His wings,ò there is refuge from fear, no matter what 

the storm. Ð 
 

 

 

Mother of two adult children, Sue has been given the 

(Continued from page 14) 

The Fabric of America  
explores the importance of 

boundaries to forming a civil 

society.  At the same time, the 

book tells of another forgotten man 

whose labors drew many of the 

boundary lines of the eastern 

United States. 

Andrew Ellicott was both 

gifted and stubborn.  His skill in 

astronomy was recognized early, 

when he became part of the team 

that finished Mason and Dixonôs 

famous boundary between 

Pennsylvania and the states to the 

south.  Besides the difficulty of 

cutting a line directly west across 

the rugged north-south lines of the 

Allegheny Mountains, there was 

the difficulty of following the 

circular line of the designated 

parallel.  Over long distances, a 

straight line does not reflect the 

curve of the latitude lines on the 

round globe.  Even if one does not 

completely understand the solution 

used by the surveyors, one can 

respect the skill and enormously 

hard work that went into the 

process. 

Ellicott went on to be involved 

in surveying the western and 

n o r t h e r n  b o u n d a r i e s  o f 

Pennsylvania, and the District of 

Columbia.  Perhaps most 

significantly, in 1796 he was sent 

to survey boundaries between 

Spanish Florida and the United 

States.  Spain had agreed to accept 

the results of this survey, and to 

allow access to the Mississippi 

from the territories of Kentucky 

and Tennessee. 

But when Ellicott arrived in 

Natchez on the Mississippi, the 

Spanish governor refused to leave 

what was clearly U.S. territory.  

What followed was a two-year 

standoff during which the two men 

met socially and came to respect 

one another.  However, Andrew 

Ellicott refused to give up the job 

he had been sent to do, and his 

stubbornness was instrumental in 

holding Kentucky and the other 

western colonies to the Union in 

the years before the Louisiana 

Purchase. 

The names Thomas Blackburn 

and Andrew Ellicott have largely 

been forgotten, but they each had 

an important and interesting part to 

play in our countryôs history.  

Their stories are definitely for 

history buffs (and surveyors)! Ð 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Reviewer Miriam Homer works 
for Math-U-See.  Let her know of your 
own favorites for possible use in a 
future column by e-mailing them to 
tor@juno.com. 
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Andrew Ellicott  



A 
 FEW weeks ago in a meet-

ing here in Jerusalem, we 

read an article in which a 

particular image caught my atten-

tion.  The theme was our priestly 

role of intercession, and how we 

are ñstanding until all the tribes 

cross over.ò  This was a reference 

to the story of the Israelites cross-

ing the Jordan River as the priests 

stood in the riverbed holding the 

ark.  Considering this image and 

the role of the priests blessed me 

immensely and illuminated another 

corner of this principle to my spir-

itual eyes. 

The priests were crucial in the 

crossing of the Jordan, enabling 

millions of people to arrive safely 

on the other side.  But what were 

they really doing?  I respond with 

a whole heart to being an interces-

sor in concept, but transforming 

this vague and lovely thought into 

action is where I need help.  Clues 

or insights on how to join those 

priests in their intercession are 

helpful. 

So what were they doing as 

they fulfilled their role?  First of 

all, they were standing.  Just stand-

ing.  Not running, nor sitting: 

standing.  More importantly, stand-

ing where God told them to stand, 

right there in the riverbed.  Obedi-

ence to God, standing where He 

puts us, is perhaps a form of inter-

cession in itself.  Itôs like a steady 

petition to God to hold the waters 

back, to favor and bless those who 

surround us for whom we are inter-

ceding.  That may be in a godless 

workplace, in a neighborhood, in a 

family, and it may be in a place 

like Jerusalem.  Wherever God has 

called you to stand, whatever riv-

erbed you are planted in, just 

standing there in accordance with 

Godôs command is intercession for 

those around you. 

More often we feel duty bound 

to do, to act, to dam up the river 

with rocks or call out to people to 

mind the rapids.  Or we feel that 

we fail if prayers do not fall from 

our lips every waking moment.  

All of those activities may have 

their place in the process.  But so 

does standing. 

What really set the lights blaz-

ing in my heart about these priests, 

though, was the understanding of 

their more important activity: they 

were holding the Ark of God.  

There in the river they stood, in the 

midst of masses of hurrying men, 

holding on their shoulders a sym-

bolic representation of Godôs Pres-

ence.  That seems to be what held 

the river back, what enabled the 

multitudes to cross over.  Main-

taining the Presence of God, stead-

ily, patiently, faithfully, was a 

powerful act of intercession. 

That is something we can do, 

too!  We can maintain and hold up 

His Presence wherever we are, by 

talking to Him, being real with 

Him, reading His Word, spending 

time with Him, and just believing 

Him.  That is the ark we hold to-

day, and I think doing so in the 

midst of whatever situation God 

has put us in is also intercession 

here and now.  Somehow, mysteri-

ously, it allows God to work in the 

lives and circumstances around us.  

The priests were not carrying peo-

ple over the river, building bridges, 

or pumping up life rafts.  They 

were simply standing in the middle 

of the riverbed and ensuring that 

the Presence of God was pre-
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Holding the Ark 
                                                       by Craig K. Sandford, Jerusalem, Israel 

 

 

 

Intercession is a state of being, a position of obedience 



served.  Itôs a whole different per-

spective: we can focus on the people 

that need the help, or we can focus 

on the God Who can give them that 

help. 

The state of the world today 

often makes us feel a bit frantic: 

people must be carried! bridges 

built! life rafts deployed!  Thereôs 

no shortage of need for action.  But 

the immensity of the need can also 

tend to make us feel helpless.  What 

can I do?  How can I positively in-

fluence what I see around me?  How 

can I participate in this lovely, theo-

retical concept of intercession and 

change the things I see? 

This is true anywhere, but in a 

place like Jerusalem it seems harder: 

our hands seem tied on many fronts.  

You can potentially be kicked out of 

the country for mentioning the name 

of Jesus to the wrong person.  In 

such situations, it is easy to feel 

frustrated, pressured, or condemned 

that we are not doing enough.  But 

the priestly role of intercession is 

not one of ñdoing,ò so much as 

standing where God has told you 

and maintaining the Presence of 

God. Little more is necessary.  Ac-

tivities beyond that are almost inci-

dental.  Intercession is a state of be-

ing. 

This is not to negate the value of 

action.  Any place we see a need 

that we can fill, we should.  Any 

door for activity that God opens, we 

ought to walk through.  But when 

those opportunities seem few, weôre 

not useless to God.  May every one 

of us find courage in the riverbed in 

which God has planted us to remain 

faithful, obedient, standing, main-

taining Godôs Presence in that spot, 

until all the tribesðevery person 

God intendsðcross over into His 

salvation. Ð 

 

The above is edited from a blog 
posted about May 1, by Craig Sandford 
in Jerusalem, where he is helping staff 
the Kingdom house in that city.  Used 
by permission. 
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T HE FOUNDERSô intent for impeachment was to protect 

the fundamental principle of ñthe 

consent of the governed.ò  The 

Constitution carries no title but 

ñWe the People,ò and impeach-

ment removes from office those 

officials who ignore that standard.  

(Recall that the Constitution does 

not guarantee a federal judge his 

position for life, but only for the 

duration of ñgood behavior.ò Art. 

III, Sec. 1) 

For this reason impeachment 

was used whenever judges disre-

garded public interests, affronted 

the will of the people, or intro-

duced arbitrary power by seizing 

the role of policy-maker.  Previ-

ous generations used this tool far 

more frequently than todayôs gen-

eration; and because the grounds 

for impeachment were deliberate-

ly kept broad, articles of impeach-

ment have described everything 

from drunkenness and profanity to 

judicial high-handedness and 

bribery as reasons for removal 

from the bench.  (Sixty-one feder-

al judges or Supreme Court Jus-

tices have been investigated for 

impeachment, of whom thirteen 

have been impeached and seven 

convicted.) 

Todayôs judiciary, not having 

experienced any serious threat of 

impeachment as judges in earlier 

generations, repeatedly flaunts its 

contempt for the will of the peo-

ple.  It recently has overturned 

direct elections in Washington, 

New York, California, Arkansas, 

Texas, Missouri, etc., simply be-

cause it preferred a different out-

come.  This is not to suggest that 

the results of all citizen elections 

are final and infallible, for it is the 

duty of the Court to protect the 

Constitution.  However, the above 

elections violated at most the judi-

ciaryôs ideological leanings rather 

than any manifest provision of the 
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Constitution (e.g., English as a 

Stateôs official language, ending 

government assistance for illegal 

immigrants, enacting term-limits, 

prohibiting physician-assisted sui-

cides). 

 

Examples of  

Judicial Abuses  
While most are aware of the 9th 

Circuitôs recent decision that say-

ing ñunder Godò in the Pledge of 

Allegiance threatens our American 

form of government, there are nu-

merous additional examples, some 

staggeringly unbelievable.  For 

example, in Jane Doe v. Santa Fe, 

a federal judge ruled that gradua-

tion prayers must not include any 

mention of ñJesusò or other 

ñspecific deitiesò and that any stu-

dent offering such a prayer would 

face immediate arrest and up to six 

months in jail.  The judge threat-

ened ñviolatorsò by saying they 

would wish they ñhad died as a 

childò once his court finished with 

them. 

In a Texas county where con-

servatives narrowly won multiple 

seats in an election, a federal judge 

reversed that outcome by arbitrari-

ly throwing out the 800 votes cast 

by U.S. military personnel, saying 

they had no right to vote in local 

elections. 

A federal judge in Nashville 

reviews the verdict of any jury in 

Tennessee that awards the death 

penalty.  This judge has openly 

declared his personal opposition to 

the death penalty and has set aside 

every jury decision on this issue, 

despite the Constitutionôs explicit 

language to the contrary.  The 

judge even allows nine years to 

pass, on average, before overturn-

ing the juryôs sentence, thus disre-

garding the Constitutionôs guaran-

tee to a speedy trial. 

After citizens in a statewide 

election voted down a proposed tax

-increase in Missouri, a federal 

judge, in direct violation of Article 

I of the Constitution, unilaterally 

set aside the election results and 

instead decreed that the tax be lev-

ied in order to finance his own per-

sonal plan for education in the 

State.  Interestingly, this judgeôs 

plan (which funded the ñTaj 

Majalò of public education) proved 

to be a dismal failureðat the con-

tinuing economic expense of the 

entire State. 

There are many other exam-

ples; todayôs judiciary is now so 

arrogant that the Supreme Courtôs 

own Justices have described it as 

ña super board of education for 

every school district in the nation,ò 

as amateur psychologists on a 

ñpsycho-journey,ò and as ña na-

tional theology board.ò 

 

Impeachment: The 

Foundersõ Solution  
As noted earlier, judges in previ-

ous generations who usurped pow-

ers from Congress or the people 

faced impeachment.  But todayôs 

critics claim that the use of im-

peachment would either make the 

judiciary a ñpoliticalò branch (as if 

it were not already a political 

branch) or that it would violate the 

ñindependence of the judiciary.ò  

Yet, as Thomas Jefferson so accu-

rately cautioned, ñIt should be re-

membered as an axiom of eternal 

truth in politics that whatever pow-

er . . . is independent is absolute 

also. . . . Independence can be 

trusted nowhere but with the peo-

ple in mass.ò 

No judge should ever be so 

independent that he is unaccounta-

ble to the Congress, and thereby 

the people.  As Justice James Ire-

dell (placed on the Court by Presi-

dent George Washington) so clear-

ly explained: 

ñEvery government requires it 

[impeachment]. Every man ought 

to be amenable for his conduct.ò 

Iredell further noted that some 

officials will behave themselves 

only under ñthe very terror of pun-

ishmentò that impeachment pro-

vides.  Recent events suggest he 

was right. 

In 1996, six members of the 

Supreme Court voted to overturn 

the Colorado election forbidding 

special (rather than just equal) 

rights for homosexuals.  Following 

that flagrant display of contempt 

for the will of Colorado voters, 

there was a national call for the 

impeachment of those six Justices.  

After this clamor for their removal, 

those same six Justices suddenly 

became ardent defenders of the 

peopleôs elections and in a subse-

quent decision unexpectedly and 

unanimously chastised a lower 

court that had overturned a 

statewide election in Arizona.  

(Interestingly, Thomas Jefferson 

on multiple occasions called im-

peachment a ñscarecrowòð

something used to frighten preda-

torsðand the threat of impeach-

ment certainly had that effect on 

the Supreme Court.) 

Similarly, after a federal judge 

overturned a binding referendum 

by the voters of California 

(ñProposition 209ò), national lead-

ers called for the impeachment of 

that judge.  Later, the 9th Circuit 

ordered the results of the election 

reinstated and criticized that judge 

for ignoring the will of the people.  

Yet, this same 9th Circuit Court 

had itself shortly before overturned 

at least three similar elections.  

Why the fl ip-f lop?  The 

ñscarecrowò had been forcefully 

raised by Congress to make judges 

accountable for their decisions by 

returning to the original constitu-

tional uses of impeachment. 

It is true that impeachment is a 

cumbersome process, and achiev-

ing a conviction is difficult.  How-

(Continued on page 22) 
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Megan Adams  
Dublin, New Hampshire 

 

ñDo not fear, for I am with you; 

do not look anxiously about you, 

for I am your God.  I will 

strengthen you, surely I will help 

you, surely I will uphold you 

with My righteous right hand.ò  

Isaiah 41:10 

 

T HIS year has been fantastic!  

Near the beginning, the Holy 

Spirit helped me to accept Jesus as 

Lord of my life, and Iôve been 

basking in my new life ever since!  

So many things have come 

together in my mind and heart that 

I wasnôt able to grasp before.  I 

love the freedom.  No longer am I 

struggling and failing to be what I 

ought to be; I have the cleansing, 

strengthening power of the blood 

of Jesus at work for me every day.  

Iôm almost like supermanðI can 

be anything through Jesus. 

Iôm also beginning to see how 

God used the previous two years to 

build me up to a new level with 

Him.  The past experiences and 

choices havenôt been for nothing.  

Theyôve worked together to 

strengthen me and teach me to deal 

with life in a whole new way.  

Truly, all things work together for 

good! 

As I plan for the future (or 

even the next step), Iôm really 

excited to work with God.  And 

when things crop up, as they 

usually do, Iôm keeping the above 

verse firmly attached to my heart.  

It is a promise from a God I know I 

can count on.  Iôm so thankful for 

His power in my experience. 

Vanlora Aldrich  
Hobart, New York 

 

ñI have loved you, saith 

Jehovah.ò  Malachi 1:2 

 

I T WASNôT until my third year 

of Bible School that I really felt 

and realized the meaning of the 

words, ñJesus loves me.ò  All my 

life I had heard that Jesus loves us, 

but I had never gotten it for 

myself.  I simply thought, ñYea, 

yeaðHe loves meò but there was 

no heart or thought with it. 

Then one day I was sitting in 

my room working on a meeting I 

was supposed to have.  Thinking of 

a topic was slow going; I wanted 

one that felt right.  As I was 

praying for help, the Lord 

 
 

COMMENCEMENT, 
2008 

 
 

On May 10, six young people graduated from Fairwood Bible Institute having completed 

the full three year program.  They had faithfully done assignments, accomplished goals, and 

contributed immensely to each other and the underclassmen.  But far more importantly, each 

was a shining testimony to the handwriting of Godðnot on tables of stone this time, but on the 

ñfleshly tablets of the heart.ò 

We think you will be edified to share in what they witness below.  It would be hard to 

overstate the value of the training and preparation for real life that these words represent.  It is 

truly priceless. 

May God raise up more such students to take their places!  And may they each find a place 

of further service in His Kingdom. 



prompted me to look up, and there, 

taped to my wall, were some Bible 

verses fastened up by Bria days or 

weeks before.  One of them stood 

out to me like light shining out of 

total blackness: ñI have loved 

YOU, saith Jehovah.ò 

I had my topic, all right, but I 

also learned that God has been 

showing me this for several years 

now.  I had been just too busy to 

see it until that moment.  God has 

always been loving me, and He 

will never stop loving me.  Now I 

can honestly say, ñJesus loves 

me!ò and know it and mean it.  

And I am assured that His love 

will never stop. 

 

Andrew Bean  
Leeds, Maine 

 

ñAnd the God of Peace shall 

soon crush Satan under your 

feet.ò  Romans 16:20 

 

T HE final chapter of my Bible 

School experience can be 

summed up in one short word: 

Peaceðpeace for who I am, who 

God has made me, and how God 

has been changing me.  This kind 

of change is good.  Though it hurts 

sometimes, I feel as a result that 

Iôm more like who Iôm supposed to 

be. 

Love and faithfulness are two 

of these changes.  God has shown 

me a greater love and put a greater 

love in me.  In doing so, He has 

also taught me a faithfulness that 

no one could make on his own.  I 

was put through a little fire to test 

and strengthen these things.  Of 

course when compared to Christ, I 

would not claim to have love and 

faithfulness, but it is written on my 

heart to be like Christ in every way 

I can. 

So I face life with a new 

confidence and boldness because 

of what God has done for me.  I 

cannot and will not make it 

without Jesus, and the pure heart 

that He makes for me.  But 

because I have been made this 

ñnew creature,ò I am excited to 

move on out into the battleground 

and fight with and for the Lord. 

 

David Hansen  
Dublin, New Hampshire 

 

ñIt is finished.ò  John 19:30 

 

T HIS has definitely been my best 

year.  God has been showing me 

so many thingsðways I need to 

grow and change, areas I need to 

give to Him, all kinds of good 

things.  God has helped my 

devotional life to be much more 

productive as well, and that has 

been a big blessing.  He has shown 

me that the more I give to Him, the 

more He will give back, which is 

just great: ñDraw near to Me, and I 

will draw near to you.ò 

Bible school has been so much 

more than I ever could have hoped.  

The staff, the students, the campus 

itself, all have been amazing.  This 

place is simply a great way to find 

God and discover how real and big 

He is, and how much He loves us 

all.  I have been truly blessed to 

have the privilege of spending 

three years here, and I am looking 

forward to a full and fruitful life, 

whatever He brings my way.  God 

is  goodðthatôs been my 

experience.  And I expect it will 

hold true for all my days. 

 

Katherine Holscher  
Hobart, New York 

 

ñI will lead the blind by a way 

they do not knowé I will guide 

them, I will make darkness 

into light before themé These 

things will I do.ò  Isaiah 46:16 

 

T HIS year has been one of 

going deeper with Jesus.  

From the very first classes, I 

had the desire to not just act 

like Jesus, but to be like Him.  

I was awed by the thought that 

my image could mirror His own. 

This realization was just the 

beginning for what Jesus had in 

store for me.  He helped me see 

that I have to choose holiness in 

order to achieve it, and that 

nothing can be gained unless I ask 

Him to do the changing.  And with 

that realization He helped me to 

take steps that I hadnôt been able to 

take before, because I hadnôt 

thought it possible. 

The Holy Spirit was and is 

such an amazing friend to me.  

There were so many times when I 

felt like ñthrowing in the towel,ò 

but He never gave up on me.  He 

knew exactly what I needed, and 

when I needed it.  Multiple times 

He led me to a verse that met the 

exact need, or He would bring 

someone across my path to 

encourage me.  He made Hebrews 

4:15 very real to me as well: ñFor 

we have not a high priest that 

cannot be touched with the feeling 

JULY/AUGUST  2008    \    TIMES OF RESTORATION  21 



of our infirmities; but one that hath 

been in all points tempted like as 

we, yet without sin.ò  This verse 

blessed me many times, knowing 

that He knew exactly what I was 

feeling and how to bring me 

through it. 

Looking back, Iôm in awe of 

what Jesus has done in my life and 

those of my classmates.  I feel as if 

Iôve come further this year than in 

the last two combined, and thatôs 

only because of Jesus.  I am so 

thankful for His perfect work! 

 

Bria Sandford  
Bedford, New Hampshire 

 

ñBut we all, with unveiled face 

beholding as in a mirror the 

glory of the Lord, are 

transformed into the same 

image, from glory to glory.ò  2 

Corinthians 3:18 

 

I  CAME back to Bible School 

with very high expectations for 

my last year.  I wanted God to 

draw me closer to Himself and 

write His Word more deeply on 

my heart, and I was looking 

forward to interacting with fellow 

students.  Above all, I wanted to 

make sure I didnôt waste the time 

at Fairwood, not because I was 

afraid I would not find God after 

graduation, but because I knew I 

would not likely have another such 

concentrated time to spend getting 

to know Him. 

Jesus met and exceeded my 

expectations for this year.  He took 

me through a hard time at the 

beginning when the ground 

seemed knocked out from under 

my feet and used it to teach me to 

rely only on Him.  He has kindled 

in me a deeper, more personal love 

for Him than I had before, as well 

as a desire to walk before Him 

only.  He has given me and is 

giving me victory over fear.  He 

has guided me.  He has given me a 

glimpse of the Bridegroomôs love 

for me, and my heart is 

responding.  And even as He has 

revealed sizeable needs in my life, 

He has been showing me that it is 

in those needs that He is shown 

strong and that He will use those 

needs to perfect His bride.  He met 

me this year in ways that would 

have made the previous two years 

worthwhile even if they had been 

fruitlessðwhich they were not. 

The certainty that I have been 

right where God wants me has 

stayed with me throughout the last 

seven months and has added an 

underlying joy to the already 

enjoyable year.  I love the 

privilege of fellowshipping with 

the other students, and I love the 

work God has been doing in my life 

here at Fairwood.  I love Him. Ð 
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ever, on most occasions, just the 

threat of impeachment produces 

results.  In fact, there are several 

examples of federal judges cor-

recting their own decisions after 

hearing Congressional calls for 

their impeachment; and an actual 

impeachment sends an even more 

powerful message to all other 

wayward leaning judges. 

Although Congress is ulti-

mately responsible for the disci-

pline of judges, far too many of 

our Congressmen (like far too 

many of our citizens) have no 

understanding of the proper use 

of impeachment.  However, a 

wise political axiom declares that 

ñCongress sees the light when it 

feels the heat,ò and this is espe-

cially true on this issue.  As citi-

zens, we need to educate our-

selves on the proper use of judi-

cial impeachment, and then we 

need to educate our Representa-

tives, reminding them of the need 

for judicial reform and alerting 

them to those judges showing a 

pattern of abuse.  The time for 

encouraging judicial accountabil-

ity is once again ripe.  This is a 

golden opportunity for citizens to 

weigh in and make a difference. Ð 
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C F I  V O C A T I O N A L 
SCHOOL DAMAGED BY 
UNUSUAL STORM 

 

The Christian Freedom International 

vocational school in Mae Sot, Thai-

land was damaged by an extremely 

severe thunderstorm.  The storm was 

exceptionally unusual for this time 

of the year, as it was the dry season in Thailand.  Sev-

eral homes nearby were completely destroyed.  The 

cafeteria received the most damage, but the roof on the 

main building was damaged as well.  It will cost sever-

al thousand dollars for repairs.  They are grateful to 

God that no one was hurt.  Pray that God will supply 

the funds for the repairs and give thanks that no one 

was hurt.  If you would like to get updated or give a 

gift, you may reach them at 1-800-323-2272. 

ðFrom a prayer letter dated 4/23/2008. 

More recently, CFI has been getting aid teams 

across the border into Typhoon-devastated Burma 

(Myanmar), thankful that their own facilities were 

spared destruction. 

PRIESTS RECEIVE 
DEATH THREATS IN 
COLOMBIA  

 
 
 
 
 

Parish priests in the province of 

Bolivar, Colombia have received 

death threats in recent weeks, according to a report 

from Christian Solidarity Worldwide. Priests in the 

communities of Tiquiso and Regidor, along with a 

number of local human rights groups, reportedly re-

ceived e-mail messages declaring them ñMilitary Ob-

jectivesò to be eliminated.  The messages were signed 

by an emerging paramilitary group made up of former 

members of the now demobilized United Self-Defence 

forces of Colombia.  Local people believe that the dio-

cese was targeted in connection with its well known 

documentation and denunciation of human rights abus-

es.  May God grant safety and wisdom for these priests 

as they carry out their work, and letôs pray that Chris-

tians in Colombia will not be overcome by fear but 

remain triumphant in faithfulness. 
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