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The Ways of God, PariXI|

iShow me now Thy ways. 0
T Moses, the Man of God, Exodus 33:13

With this issue we bringtoacloseourtwee ar seri es on the fAways of

proached it by reviewing three underlying concep
are bitterly and cleverly opposed by our enemies, and our responsibility to pursue and practice His
ways. In all this wedve aimed at practical

The Desires of God

So for our final i nstall ment, dwlodtl Heddk lado kwihnr
for from us, what He likes to see in us. Instead of talking aboutwdnata nt f r om Hi m, i tos
to remember thdtle wants something from His creation, too. For one thing, He desires (without
harshly demanding it) a serious level of commitment on our part: accepting His Lordship. Then, as
we go further with Him, His desires become increasingly apparent, and we discover that they reveal
His own characteristiésthe way He i& and we search them out on our own, because we want true
fellowship with Him.

So what does He want from us? He wants our love, faithfulness, obedience, rejoicing in His
ways, even gifts (of time, money, or service). (After all, He gave far more to us!) He wants our de-
votion; He likes to see us spend time with Him, freely running after Him. More, He longs for our
willing response to His wooing, as He seeks His bride among us. But more than all, perhaps, He
seeks true heart worsldipthe kind of thing that responds accurately and adequately to His role as
Creator and Redeemer and Lover.

True worship should be a major aspect of our Christian life, but just what is worship? The first
of our contributors explores it in detail, expressing both what it is and what it is not. May we learn
better how to offer it deeply, willingly, and regularly to our good God.

He also wants to reveal Himself to His precious people. One of our inmost dlesirc:sippar-
ently He agreds is for us to see Him face to face. Job understood this (Job 19:26), and so did Paul
(1 Corinthians 13:12). Our second writer explores the awe, the terror, and the glory of thét vision
and out of her personal crucible she makes it sweet indeed.

Since G®&MHBdesireBaayrsendt wup for debate, 1itdés our tu
on this? If the Father seeks these things, is He finding them in us? Do we worship Him in truth? Is
our vision clearing up?

And since this is our final install ment in thi:
er scale: Do we know Him and His ways better? By the efforts of many men and women of faith,
we trust that our hearts have been better equipped for joyful service to the Goddvélove s pi r i t
and in truth.o

T Editor
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In Spirit and In Truth

by Neil R. Sandford, Dublin, New Hampshire

Thereds a | ot mo
than shouting and singing

may well be for willing vast variety of other ways as well,
hearted worship from His each of which ascribes worth to Who is God?

beloved creation. Not in the nar- Him as Lord and God. It can be Before we can really under-
row sense that the word has comes een i n a si mpl estaadovorship,iwk mustlmdergiand p u
to mean in the 21st century, but theting his hand over his mouth, or in who God is, for that will inspire
broader and truer sense that Jesus i | e nt prayer, krue kvershi aAh woeshippaf Godj u i e
spoke of wh en Hdneeting bedore GadBregardlesshofmust be in line with His character.
hour cometh, and now is, when thethe king's decree. That is part of what worshipping
true worshippers shall worship the Further, true worship includes ii n trut hd means.
Father in spirit and truth: for such glorification, companionship, ser- a God of confusion, our worship
doth the Fatheseek to be his wor- vice, and dependence. While ourshould not reflect confusion. Since
s hi p p(dohns 4224). The worship is directed toward God, He is the author of abundant life,
term Awor shi p, 0 flom His uiewdojnt itti® fare@ir twe should worship him with the
us from the AngleS a x eveorthd sake that He wants to reveal hisrhythms of life, not of death. Since
scipge 6 meani ng At ogloy.t He dedirastthat wer bavet aHe is a God of beauty, our honor-
to an object. o thv® undehsiammling aihwHo iHe ss. ing Him should reflect that beauty.
Aworthshipo or VGodr is tovenamds His dedire forhe So it 6s i mportant
object of attention; thus to worship companionship is so that he canGod is. Is He a benevolent Santa
God is to attribute worth to Him.  show that love to us. He desires usClaus in the sky? Is He a scintil-

AThou art wo r tth gerve HIm, begausk He lnowslating rock star? Perhaps a wise
receive glory and honor and pow- what a wellspring of joy that will but benign old man behind a
er , 0 s ay -fodr lelders tasv doning. y And He wants us to trust screen like the wizard of Oz?
they fall down before Him and cast Him so that He can show us His Maybe a doting father that we have
their crowns before his throne power. wrapped around our finger with
(Revelation 4:1€11). This is wor- our requests? If we have a wrong

GO D6S CENTRALshig &8st warship can be seen in a WORSHIPPING IN TRUTH
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or incomplete picture of Him, our dwelling in light unapproachable.
worship will always fall short of That i s the Fath
His glory and splendor. This is the God we worship in

But if we see Him as He really truth. L . '
isd that is awesome. Isaiah was !t IS impossible to find words
astounded: il sag\y\(;atter}plégh.LIC&ngodgsigrtaqd
upon a throne, high and lifted up; :”d k?}'gvr\:%tgs’ ae:urjmglrlr%e?sntgnz(i)r% If Hi
and his train filled the tem- h ' we saw nilm
pled (lsaiah 6: 1heisawgg W‘?F_emi/v"%l"%?ysd%'l i
struck: fAEyes as"%a HgIp theKing of the cupi- this way
voice as the voice of many wa- ver;e, the FlnaI”Reahty, the Final ’
4 Au ity pverall. . He is -
tersécount enanc e VURYY PVRIAIL SHEHS a5
e e A Sy e Heptealen iy e theN we too

will“judge us, and none can stay

1:14-16). If we saw Him this way, .
then we too would fall at his feet HiS hand. He is above all, and the WOUId fa”
and cry out our weakness. And 9lory and splendor of Him and His i
that would be worshipping in truth, throne surpass anything we have at h|S feet
As F. W. Sandford out it ever seen. That is why we can do
S . W. sandiord put It N nothing other than worship Him.
1901, AThe Father 3wells inp 61l i andCI‘yOUt

unapproachabl e, 6 s owhfdiefobufat si

the sin in the garden of Eden and gyt so much that is called wor- ~ OUI weakness.

mands puni shmen tghp tdidy faild f Prop&ily Rflect

can see Him and yk giofy® f sdih€ cades theSHi-

holy He cannot look on iniquity. It gop of humanism has crept into our

is so disagreeable to Him, it is SO thinking and actually infected our

hideous to Him, it is so awful t0 \yorship. Philip J. Hills, irChrist come before usé.

Him. He has hidden Himself for centered Christianityput it this iwhen one realiz
thousands and thousands of yearsyay: Christos glory i s C
and never will any of the people be AiChri stian h u gelnhe seoognizesa ow great God

able to look on His glorious facein t ¢ manés sel fi s hmealysis and haw wonderfdl eHiswi t h
all its resplendent beauty exceptthe belief that man is the centerofu | t i mat e i ntenti on
the man who has become absoluteGo dgs af fect i on éman| Bgived a laigerspurgose itos

ly like unto the Father through the the epicenter and focal point and his existence, for he is called to

office and work of the Son and measure of everything; all things serve an interest greater than his
Hol'y Spirite Oh,pnajehiir befidnind’dnd Bnd Tindlvn. “He is privileged to partici-

ness of my Godl immaculate in  Him. This has been the ultimate pate in an immortal design that is

snowy whiteness. Even the sera-intention of the Father since before far more significant than himself or

phim that have never known sin the foundation of the world, toex- hi s needs.

and have dwelt amid devouring ait His Son to the acme of glory  In this vein Paul penned it

fire for centuries and millenniums 5t He might be first above every-we | | , A For we are th
and ages upon ageventheyuse ¢ hj ng el seé. who worship by the Spirit of God,

one third in covering their faces in iunfortunat el y andghs myChrisClesus, and have

the presence of ta@0dd fot aRttdo tdkd! sedondno confidenceinthé | e sho ( Phi | i
God is so wonderful; He is the piace to anyone; they want for 3:3). We truly worship when we
Monarch of et er Ryerhs¥ives thefpfivileBt of Beifid turn away from ourselves and our
lasting to everligstsitngj pHegd 6 sCOcthin feeds anid acknsvdedge Christu t

He is the supreme source of thegych an attitude is based on selfishas the center. To focus on personal

gospel, of law, of light, of glory, of prige, a sinful deceit born of hu- needs or on human traditions is to
authority, of kingliness; He is the manistic thinking. Christ alone is miss the mark of effective worship.

great | AM who can have no defi- \yorthy of being first in all things; AiBut in vain do the
nition because He is indefinable, 1o Him rightly belongs all glory teaching as their doctrines the pre-

infinite, almighty, unrestricted, ang devotion, and He deserves toc e pt s of meno ( Matt h
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WORSHIPPING IN SPIRIT the heart at seeing the majestic ho-by the testimony of Dan Lucarini,

l iness of God i saysunhgunman\who was inVolwed ine € .
Reflecting the radiance In the silence rises a sense of awdeading and promoting Christian
of His worth and reverence and wonder at thecontemporary music (CCM) in
We Awor ship i Bhesepri rmagnihkywde choréh woBhipdsérvices. When he
wholeheartedly giving ourselves to finds release in brokenness andsaw the sinful lifestyles of many
God. il ur ge vy ocantritioh &nd griéf dor aur,ungbd- svhlo- wer e promi nenti
ren, by the mercies of God, to pre-1 i ne s s . € Mingl eldeavd earhs ,tohei tf emmd d e g |

sent your bodies a living and holy of genuine brokenness and contri-evaluate what worship really is.
sacrifice, acceptable to God, whichtion, there arises a longing for Eventually he came to the conclu-
is your spiritual service of wor- God é . I n t he e nsibn thahtiee ideas beingy prdmotedg s
shipd (Romans 12nadt fNArS)any | ef h ®Bwithed GCMgriofement, werb nat f o
book Desiring God John Piper God Himself. To see Him and based on the Bible and he forsook
issues a call to desire Jesus only: know Him and be in His presence it. He has written about it iWhy |

iAiWor ship must ilse twiet asloubind f ieit shk Cdneraperary Christaa y 0 n

real in the heart, and worship mustt hi s t her e i s n oMugicMosemeént: O
rest on a true p ydénl fear, 0 he says:s
Worshipping in spirit is the oppo- vast majority of Contemporary

site of worshipping in merely ex- ~ churches (andﬂalso in some Tradi-

ternal ways. It is the opposite of NIl n [ h @ tional@ufhe)] our worship prac-
empty formalism and traditional- tices have strayed far away from

i smé. Wor ship 1 the heart IOngS the true biblical heart of worship,

and head. Worship must engage because we have failed to base our

emotions and thc NOL f()r any Of practices firmly on the Word of

ship comes from people who are ~ God and instead built the founda-
deeply emotional and who love G (@) d O S g tipn (?n e n€sds, of man. Why

deep and sound doctrine. Strong should we fear this? Because how
affections for God rooted in truth but fOI’ GOd could we possibly expect God to
are the bone and marrow of bibli- . accept Qur worship and bless us, if
cal worshipé. ) H | MS e | 'f-we_ def(@e worship inany other
ship is the truth of God; the fur- fashion than what His Word re-
nace of worship is the spirit of quires? Were humans given a
man; and the heat of worship is the choice of how to worship God?
vital affections of reverence, con- - 2 Can the pottery choodow to re-
trition, trust, M $pyed t o t he Pott
There must be ignition and fire. Would God be angry with us if we
This is the Holy Ewinttietmp.or aTlye ifusewolsskivepad the measure of
of worship is a true vision of the But we may honestly ask, how to worship Him, rather than

greatness of God; the fire thatiHowd o we wor shi p Ri®WordT he mod -

makes the fuel burn white hot is ern Christian world has identified AnObviously t he n

the quickening of the Holy Spirit; worship as singing, dancing, shout-t i oné i s t hi s: Do

the furnace made alive and warming, holding up hands, or swaying Word give any clear direction for

by the flame of truth is our re- to music in a church service or the manner in which He is to be

newed spirit; and the resulting heatconcert. Music is a powerful mov- worshipped? The answer is, Yes,

of our affections is powerful wor- er, and God uses it to help usHe does! When | went through

ship, pushing its way out in confes- praise Him from the heart. But this study, God changed forever

sions, longings, acclamations, there is a bigger and deeper aspectny casual , 6come a:

tears, songs, shouts, bowed headdf we adopt such a narrow picturet ude about wor ship

l'ifted hands, a nofl worstipe wdei meyyniss muclvaf s éi When we approach

Worship is a way of gladly reflect- the richness God intends for us. attitude of our hearts must be one

ing back to God the radiance of We may even come to a false un-of complete submission. We have

His worth. derstanding entirely about worship. nothing to offer except our total
iPerhaps the fi rMyteyeswes meened ¢ thes fdevotion and obedience. We must
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power? Just observe what these

= . I doing. inging, th

Als this the poweiusoOnbne adil e
- - . resultipg in the concentration of all

or | S | 1 WO T S h i pthesdigowe® ofirared @y bk I

multitude. How great is this pow-
er! You may come with the
thought of helping them, but in
examine our own worship service nomena commonly associated withsuch an atmosphere you will in-
in light of the true meaning of wor- Aiwor shi po mi ght seeadtbeiafluehced by tbem.c ldom -
ship. Does anything occur in thati n g from what- Wangeardwss fshauwl i sé.
service that does not fit the biblicalp ower , 6 r at her tdngng i of great assiganae éna | m
meani ng?é where ourspirit truly respondsto Goddés wor k. Somet i
AThe true hearHis Spifit. e dissinguishes bes i t cannot hel p but
the heart that bows before Godandt ween fAsoul 0 andaditsipvirtipt., @ identify-
submits to his Word, no more andi n g t he fisoul o asl tshear e mWait @ i anla n N
no less. This is the attitude of the mental part of humanity, whereas cerns. It is true that music in the
writer of Hebrewdhe dadbefriutsd hiasy ehulthadan mightllyhmows lud, buh we
grace, by which we may serve God commune with God. we must honestly ask ourselves the
acceptably with reverence and Aln a meeting faesseekindgl Spith4 st
godly fear. For our God is a con-i t baptism, 0 he salaoyisif worBhp éampolrepir-wi | |
suming fireod-29H&Eeregpws sH@Qu2i8ng 6 h 210l e lAnjda htéhi § oqu e st
When a worship leader is confront- thousands of times. Eventually, cent idea, held by a few. During
ed with this, he or she will never their brain will grow dull, their the Great Awakening of the
be the same again! This mind becomes paralyzed, andtheyl 7006s, one of its =c
knowledge will permeate their mu- begin to see visions. How can you Jonathan Edwards, used to read his
sical preferences, and they will be consider this as Spitliaptism? It sermons in a monotone with this
so very careful when choosing mu- is soutbaptism. What they receive very concern in mind: to be sure
sic to usher in the worship of the is not the power of the Holy Spirit; that any response was a genuine
holy God. That is what happenedit is instead soul force, the mani-movi ng of Godés Spir
to me, and God used this festation of the latent power of the thing that was being generated by
knowledge to open my eyes to seesoul. It comes from human exer-mer e human ent husi a:
the deception at work. Once we cise, not from the enduement of think God usually calls for such
learn the truth about biblical wor- Go d é . extreme measures, but we need to
ship, we should no longer stand for AMay | f rank!| ybe diacgrning Heattwe imiss thes
the errors and misuses occurring innone other than the power of your deepest ways to worship from the
churches that have embracedown soul force. The power which heart.
CCM. o comes from the Holy Spirit is nev- As | have studied the Bible on
er affected by outside environment. the question of how to worship,
Soul worship or spirit worship? Anyone who wishes to knowwhat | 6 ve been amazed at
When the Bible describes preaching in soul power is need ways people have done it. Glorify-
worship, most often the action is only attend a big meeting packeding God in song and testimony,
one of falling down in awe or si- with people and provided withthe c o mmuni ng wi t h Hi m i
lently acknowledging Him. The finest equipment, and just listen to ly walk, joyfully serving others,
primary action is in the heart. | the people singing and watch theand completely trusting Him for

beli eve JXJddswongs & hwagorvedhant of the audience. You everything all are ways to wor-
s p i ormay mean more than we will be able to sense that thereisas hi p . I 611 l'ist a f
think at first. He was very likely special power in a crowded place. are illustrated in Scripture, though
showing us that true worshgrigi-  What power is this? Doyoufeelal 6 m not trying to in

natesin the spirit In his little force which presses on you? It erence.

booklet The Latent Power of the cannot be the power of the Holy

Soul Watchman Nee warns the Spirit. It is the power of the soul. eWorship isyielding ourselves
Christian church that some phe- i Why i s it consi der eabntinugdanpdgs)
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VARIETY IN BIBLICAL WORSHIP

to the Divine will |t i s sayi ng, bedutfubway to wdiship the onhH®@ne warthy of all
through every experience in life. | think the exampléhonor.

that has moved me the most was observing the total

submission to God of two parents, when their colege e Since God desires for us ttepend on Him fully
age son was taken by sudden death. | withessed heatien we do so, we honor Him as the God who is wor-
worship that made other ways pale in contrast to thethy of all trust. God notices and supplies His power

deep yielding in the midst of suffering. when we recognize our weakness and turn to Him.

This continual process is

e Another way to worship is t@ o me i nt ahe n@ao thdt susteth in Jehovah, and whose trust Jeho-
House quietly It is a way of Namhoiisnwg (Gedémi phed@ndé.

He is worthy of all honor, and silence instead of noisy

chatter is one way to acknowledge that. It is well to eWhen wepraise Him for His works Creation, or
remember that #fAJehovah ifessomeansWert® prdyer,ithyt tod i worshipeQpenihge t
the earth keep sil ence Dbuerhouthsan testimomg or frayer, espécially Wwhen2we 2 0
and, fABe still and know ddmdt If eenl Gloidikwe (iPts,al anf f4i6r: nbs

eWe also worship God by our attitude in coming  e¢When wedo a good jolat work, we are worship-
to church: weapproach Him with a listening hdart ping God. Our heart attitude in the workplace is just
what He wants to say. Arthur A. Rouner, Jr. put it thisss important as when in church. How we work and
way in The Congregational Way of Life i S u n d awviat iesaccamplish can add to His glory when we are
very special day. I 't i sdoirg out woyk fowdurekingg c al | ed by t he
the people come to church. As the people mount the
steps and take their pl ac eaWwhenetehweyive Girameialfto God orats the O f
preacher the one great gedde ftothedsNwe @ sayify Sdsus is wertay té Ise:
there any Word from the rhyobrd ?Esgecially when it is something that only
God knows about, not only will we have our reward in
eWorship may also take the form bbwingour  Heaven, but our worship is registered on high.
hearts, heads and sometimes whole bodies before our
sovereign God. #AAnd when Wb eirshih @ltefieder Wweh@d moved o® Bya h
had visited the children of Israel, and that He had se@Bo d 6 s  $npkie a domnmitiment to Himh may be a
their affliction, then they bowed their heads and worsignificant step of faith, or it may be just saying Yes to
shippedd (Exodus 4:31). the Holy Spiritédéds convictioc
way of doing something, or an action that we need to
eWorship isjustifying Godnstead of blaming Him become habitual. Commitments or vows are acts of
for difficuldt probl ems avorship.ven a tragedy. Al n al
Job sinned not, nor charged God foolishlyo (Job 1:
eMoses was told to take off his shoes because the
eWorship isusingto their fullest thegifts and abil- ground on which he was standing was holy ground.
ities that God has given us. As Eric Liddell says inHis simple act of obedience atknowledging that holy
iChariots of Fire, o AGodplacewasd eorship. If eusdwn kvesdGodasemanid  r
I feel Hi s pleasure. o Wastedh Hingelf too, saed hanoring tHose Iplacestissa whyo r
whatever they may be, glory ascends to His throne. to worship God.

eLike Mary with the expensive ointment poured  eWhen wededicate ourselves or some possession
out on Jesusgiving extravagantlyo Him is another to God, that is worship, too, as we acknowledge His
way to worship.i Onl 'y one | i f e, @drhineds and sreaeminencd. elt is gantinding to make
Only whatdés done Arfdavhatev@h rHimsLord of alll ahd glves $Him.His rightful place of
we do from the heart for Christ is never wasted. It is &onor in a practical way. We testify that we belong to
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Him, and we acknowledge His right over us and every- God desires heart worship in its broadest sense.
thing we have. For worship to satisfy His
and in trutho which includes
eWhenever we ar¢hankful to Godve are declar- who He is, lining up with His character, and worship-
ing His worth. It may be some big thing or some mipi ng according to His Word.
nute detail of His care that we appreciate. Thanksgiywwh ol eheartedness and refuse
ing is a vital part of Christian worship, because itipower 6 to be the source of
acknowledging Him and His place in our daily lives. Spirit at work in our own spirit. The outward manifes-
tations of worship originate in our spiritual response to
e Justliving our lives in surrender to Gaslliving Who He is and what He has done. It is not performed
sacrifices day after day honors and worships Christ. hust to give our souls a |
Made for His Pleasure Al i st ai r Be g gatched by an dnfinitefvayiaty of ways to honor and
the sacrifices in the Old Testament, which were deadlorify Him in word, thought, and action.

we are to be fleshndblood evidences of what it May we truly and fully be His worshipperd!
means to be united with Jesus in His death and resur-
rection. éParking cars, writing term papers, pumpi

gas, folding laundry, selling bonds, playing spdrts
whatever we are doidgwe are to be living sacrifices.

€éThis commitment is not a single emotional experi -
ence or crisis. Itisanemoi ng process,  Opdsol NBiIRMes Br & thitare of the flock at Fair-
ence in the same dir ect iwpesdBidledChapel and oversees Fairwood Bible Institute.

In Conclusion

ﬁ Christmas

iBe patient, therefore, b riJamds 6:2 n , unto the <co

Ghrist, our royal Lord and Master,

Oen Heavends gate and come;
M ake our longing hearts beat faster,

End the waiting, take us Home.

L ong and bleak have been the stages

Over mountains, through the waste:
R ed with martyr blood the ages,
Dark with pain the cup we taste.

Joy, however, still is reigning,

Every promise shines like gold;
Satano6s sway is sur
Upward still our eyes are strainifig

Shepherd, take us to the Fold.
TF. S. Murray, 1966
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S A FINE arts student in

A

coll ege, | 6v
lot about what it means to
see. When | st

sure what to expect from this
whole art thing. | thought | knew
the basics of drawing, but wher
more challenging problems were
assigned, | realized | had a worlc
of things to learn. You could say
that the past three years have bes
a process of having my sight-re
trained to perceive subtleties | nev
er would have known before.

My visual training in school
has coincided with the most diffi-
cult and painful period of my
lifed continuing to live on after the
deep and sudden loss of one | hel
dear. My spiritual eyes have hac
to look deeper and draw on mor
of Godds grace
have unfolded. Far beyond learn
ing how to pick apart and under-
stand a painting, or to perceive th
colors in shado:
gl i mpses of God(¢
never seen before.

God wants us to see Him. It is
clear throughout the Bible that eve
since we lost our intimate relation-
ship with Him in the Garden, He
has been drawing us back to Him
self and giving us glimpses of wha
He looks like. On Mount Sinai,

Moses coul d not
face, but even a glimpse of Him
passing by caus

face to shine in blinding glory.
Jesus brought us infinitely closer tc
full sight and provided the means
to see God in His glory without a
veil between. No longer did He

say, AYou canno-
no man shall see Me, anc
|l ived (Exodus 3

Godmademan, gave some men
the ability to see Him with their

10 TiMEs oF RESTORATION \

TO
SEE
GOD:

by Melissa Brown, North Scituate,a n s wer s :

eyes: NRnSee My

a that it is | Myself. Touch Me, and
39) .
g u 5at wee know that He wants to

seed0 (Luke 24:
be seen; He is not hiding. Yet why
is it so hard sometimes to see
clearly? Why are our fleshly eyes
so dull and limited? We can go
through times in our spiritual walk
When we are painfully aware that

still nsee
lyo (1 Cori
ways are mysterious, and some-
times the questions overwhelm the
AThi s

Rhode Island \yrong, Lord. How can this possi-

The surpassing
glory of the
ultimate vision

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2007

f part.

bly fit into your plan for me? Why
now? Why me? Where are your

2 kiegdn his beauty; they will see a

One of the hardest things for
me to learn in college has been
how to produce
longer given assignments. | like to
be clearly told what to do, what the
expectations are, and how long |

Without comparing my pro-
fessors to God, | think that He em-
plays similar tactics with us. We
read Godobs

Word and hear His call. We prac-

hano

t hou
nt hi ans

t

promises? Where are you? O

Lord, whoar e you?0o9 The
arenot al ways i mme
epg®Mi ses do remain
see and be radiant, and thy heart

shall thril!l and be
60:5); AYour eyes

hl aavned t hat stretche
33:17); ifWe shal./l
isdo (1 John 3:2).

wWor k

have to do it. But
my senior year , | 6
0 sny professors are stepping back
and watching. | 6V e
of practice; | have all the tools |
need to go ahead ar
been trained to do. Now | just
have todoi t |, and that 0:

expect a



tice what we know, and we take word in somehow), and composi-
joy in the closeness we feel to Him . . tional strategies for paintingshas
in the mountaintop experiences. H|S glory |S been the whole new visual world

erhaps we even catch a glimps¢g that has opened up before me.
Perh h li hat h d bef
of Him from behind as He passes God has wused the kn
by. But t h apt 0s VaSt’ 5 0 dained in art school to show me
wants more in His relationship t bl His glory in the smallest moments
with wus. It 6s errl e; it ot othe everyday.
hear, or to understand a part only. . breathless by the fireworks display
He wants us talo, and by doing, g|OI’IOUS, of the setting sun reflected in
SEE waves, the brilliant flash of green

The seeing can be hard. | find and as light catches a leaf in the woods,

that every ti me ; | 0 orethe almost imperceptible teem-
p a | ntin g that 6s beaUtIfU| 5 0 imgeof life in a tide pool. _
thing I6m really . r of €hese moments of physical
sor will come along and make sug- seeing in the context of what |
gestions about how it can be im- It IS more know about God as Creator are
proved. This can be unsettling. painfully beautifud as if | have
Itdés scary to be than We Can h gust sden all | can possibly stand of
know and am comfortable with t d the joy that is set before me. But
into an unknown S an . t those moments are just a
do it right, follow the formula, use _ glimpséd it h e out skirts
the skills |1 6ve been given? aways. o0 | f I am wi l

n 6 arrivéd? Har dl y. to$eé only the pans tofi Godgthat fit
to learn that criticism and critique wi t hi n t he fAboxe
can be a starting point to lead meHim. Show me your face, Loéd

to new questions and possibilities as long as it soft and kind. Show
for exploration. | know now that | me what | want, what | think |
do have the tools and the basic un-need. Show meny dreams, re-
derstanding | need to keep gettingflected in your eyes. But am | able

keep expanding my heart to be big

endughlto skeeHimedullyma d e f or

What an exciting prospect! It
gives a whole new meaning to

A

Paul 6s prayer that

Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of
glory, may give you a spirit of wis-

pushed. | 6 m an tomsaytShavtme yolr fate, tholgledorm dand revelation in the

always a challenge to see and und4 cannot stand before it, though it
derstand and become more than Imay mean death to all | hold dear?

knowledge of Himhaving the eyes
of your hearts enlightenedthat

am right now. Through Jesus, | can say Yes. Soyou may know what is the hope to
The same is true in my spiritu- f ar , | 6ve f ound whithaHe hasatled you,gvhat angp s e

al walk. | am secure in Christ, but have had of Him only makes me

the riches of His glorious inher-

that security should never be usedwant to see more. | want to see thetance in the saints, and what is the

as an excuse to settle. The Holysubtle nuances of His limitless
Spirit is constantly pushing me to a character, and if that takes more
higher plane, to a fuller picture of stretching and growing and falling
who my King really is. But | am prostrate before Him, how can |
reminded that my King is the same say No?

One who caused prophets and dis- Of course the glimpses we see
ciples to fall prostrate on the do not always coincide with fiery
ground in terrified wonder. To see trials. But whether through the
our Lord fully, we must see Him in trials or the happy excitement of a
His awesome, awful holiness. His heart connection with Him, seeing
glory is not something one standsHim is experiencing solid joy.
before lightly. It is vast, terrible, One of the best side benefits for

glorious, and beautiful. Itismore me i n | earning t heaA iederd gaduat® & Fabwsodd O S

than we can staddunless He various concepts in @tcolor the-
gives us eyes to see. ory, chiaroscuro (meaning light
Left to myself, | tend to want and darl | just had to throw that

immeasurable greatness of His
power toward us who Dbe-

lieved (Ephe&si ans

Artwork by Melissa Brown

Bible Institute, Melissa is completing
her Bachelor of Fine Arts degree in
Paintin% and printmaking at Rhode
sland College.
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The Power of Prayer

by Ivy Panacopulous, Walkersville, Maryland

oOWorkers together Hi

| SCOVERI NG G aMithéthe last part of that verse a question had never crossed my
Dway S by explbnimgnd&Godobél | s mand, and swaanetdllyhunpnegared h a t
Word, meditating on struck me as | enjoyed my daily to give an answer. | managed to
Scriptures that catch at the heart orBible reading: the essential disci-st ut t er out that [
baffle the mind, and sometimes pline of prayer and how God used communicate with God. It was a
just appreciating the beautiful po- it to help me. | ame response that
etry found in many of the passages One of the sweetest things her question, but it was the best |
throughout the Old and New Testa- about friendship is sharing, so could do at the moment. | knew
ments is a pleasant exercise. It iswhen a friend and eworker came that her thinking was faulty, but |
inevitable that we draw closer to to know Jesus as her Savior atthed i d n 6t know why: i
Him in these times of quiet reflec- same time that He reclaimed meknows the end from the beginning,
tiondi t 6s a form ¢ror, Wavenbdri /p Detember, and His will is going to be done
which He calls us, and as we re-2005], it was a double joy! Our regardless because He is sovereign,
spond, He blesses the seeker withonly topic of conversation had be- then whais the purpose of prayer?
His presence and a promise of be-come our discovery of the things Surprisingly, her guestion took
ing satisfied: AoAGokl as He medealed tHimsel t@ bnl realbviability as | realized | did-
given youo ( Mat husweach:n7our.own unique walkkndét have an answer.
So went my thoughts as | rum- with Him. There were animated merit. How could | possibly pray
maged through my memories of discussions, exuberant praise,ef f ecti vely if I d
the experiences | have enjoyed or,questions, awe, and affirmatédn why | should pray in the first
in some cases, survived by HsA You check me, | @ace? check you: it o
grace over the past year or two. |okay, the Bible says everyone who | found and read several books
needed to find something to shared o e s n 6 t foll ow abeusprayer, and Iboked up $even k
that had touched me in somewe dr e wei rd any valargferenogse from wanenentarieo
meaningful way. | was reminded i t ! 0 We often $bpurrled waatlkdotthoer |
of my | ifeds veraeo dishoger nelw ahsngsnire thenthougbts, His reasons and purpose
much to me: Lord together, but one day | was for my prayer life. Taking notes as
stunned i nto i d ecame adross praykreScrigtuees id -
ABut as for me, |lifgghitsogseodetnae eb dwyydaily 8ible gadiags t notwed .
near God; | have made the Sov- AWhy do we pr afir& that ddses prayedk efen, and
ereign Loro my refuge; | will tell | dondt see t hefor poors, metting up Adrly in the t h -
of all your deeredds . 0 morning, fasting in prayer, being
(Psalm 73:28N1v) | was at a loss for words. Such fed on food that the disciples had
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A

no knowledge of. And He instruct- | 6 | | use it as .
ed us to pray, giving us the patternfinal observation on a third, most The p0|nt
of the Lordos Primpodant.purpose for prayer. .

So right away, there was the While reading through Exodus Of |t a"
first purpose of prayer: to follow and the account of Israel being le ]
His example and obey Him. out of Egypt, | was struck by the to me

The Bible instructs us in other thought that God had a pset de- 3
places to pray always in the Spirit sign and a purpose for which He = =
(Ephesians 6:18); without ceasing used Moses and Aaron as fulfilling IS that |t WaS
(1 Thessalonians 5:17); privately agents. That plan was to revee

(Matthew 6:6); corporately Himself to His people and also tc His purpose

(Matthew 18:20); sincerely the Egyptians and to extricate His

(Matthew 6:5); and carefully people from the heavy yoke of that was
(Ecclesiastes 5:2). These are im-bondage and oppression. In Egyp

portant to apply in prayer but they He humbled the proud and exalte: 1
deal with how to pray, not the pur- the poor. Moses, being the mos accompIIShed'

pose of prayer itself. | was tempt- humble man on earth was given

ed to wander down the long rabbitigod st atuso t o untoahe bands of the yole, ahédto o n

trail of what wewaphisgpsophétor , and tlét the dpgressed go free, and that
interesting and certainly worth But they both worked with ye break every yoke!
looking into, but not relevant to God, in His name, not for their | will reflect here to say that |

this point. own glory, humbly and in obedi- d on &t believe there

Taking notice of the first few ence to His will, in cooperation chain or heavier yoke than that of
words of t he L o rwithbHis plBr, any with faithLandk @& addiction. Two years ago on
11:1) gives another purpose for trust in His faithfulness, His pow- September fifth, | was granted the
prayer. It honors God. For what- er, His majesty and sovereignty. courage and faith to seek my free-
ever reason, be it worship or inter- The very same scenario is found indom from cigarette smoking. The
cession, asking for healing or per- Isaiah 58. Bible School at Fairwood heard the
sonal needs, or for any other rea- Inlsaiah58:19 t her e 6 <all & asns ang went to battle in
son at all, when a believer humbly s h o t of God 6 s h epmyet for ma, &s Vstregdlad fiegce-t hi s
approaches the mercy seat througtpurpose of prayer. The context isly 600 miles away. By the begin-
our Lord Jesus Christ, giving up important here: in this chapter God ning of the fourth day, that yoke
our own will and asking that His was taking Israel to task for their was broken and this captive was
will to be done regarding our re- sin, corruption and false pretenseset free! Praise the Lord for His
guest, it glorifies God and He is in fasting. God practically shouts love for me, so profoundly ex-
delighted with oatthemptryiagy makes them hdéafM gressed in His desire that I, then a
prayer of the upright is His de- He t el | s | s ai ah, capgiie,bé fteeddrgm thatburden.v o i ¢
l ighto (Prover bsl ilkbe: 89 .t r uMep eitd n o riDwas dlis pdwer|thét blokec k !
and glorify Him in our prayers Decl are t o my p ¢atpheagy. yoke, amilntdwasHtee
when we recognize Him for who cites their transgressions and sinsfaith and the prayers of the right-
He i9 our Sovereign Lord, Crea- and pretense in fasting and seekingeous that He called into battle and
tor, Provider of all our needs and Him. used to loose the power to win my
desire® and as we sojourn with But then in verses -8, God freedom. The point of it all, to me,
Him here on the earth, freely and pours out His heart for every sin- is that it wasHis purpose that was
willingly ser vi nngronHherface of thé &agh thatrisaccomplished. This is the way of
strangers and s oheavilyr hurdened, wohairteth, akdprayer; this is the function of pray-
He told Israel (Leviticus 25:23). unable to extricate himself. He erd to work in concert with Him to

It took me quite some time to poignantly declares His love and bring about His declared purposes
accumulate and process this infor-desire for the lost to be saved ason earth.J
mation. There are some pretty He tells His people what He has
awesome things hedeside roads chosen as an fAacceptable day to
to be discussed and developed furL or d . o He ¢ ho og avyis thg Offige édé"'tnisnaf?'{ﬁ%é

ther. But to keep to the subject, loose the bonds of wickedness, totgﬁrisﬁgﬁ‘ 2";‘,@“&53'?3';'1‘;&)9 Efﬁ:nge_

t he
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7%/ Family Foundations

The Discipline of

Simplicity

by Mark B. Blocher

ILE salvation is by grace and dedication. There is no gainthe subject of spiritual disciplines

through faitt® God 6 s nwvithout pain. is Richard Foster, author of several

velous gift for the person who It matters little whether we are excellent books on the subject, the
trusts the Lord Jesus Christ as Lordtalking about the discipline of most notable beingelebration of
and Savior (Ephesians 29806 the managing time, money, or self; all Discipline: The Path to Spiritual

daily, weekly, monthly and yearly disciplines affect, positively or Growth Fosterds oper

blessings of the Christian experi- negatively, all other disciplines. in Celebration of Disciplineset the
ence do not come without pain andThe lack of discipline in eating , tone for our present discussion of
sacrifice (2 Peter 1:51). Matur- exercising, spending, and tiruse the importance of instilling spiritu-
ing as a follower of Jesus Christ inevitably carries over into the al disciplines within our children.

involves discipline. In the previ- spiritual disciplines. When one He wr it es, ASuperf

ous articles in this series on world experiences difficulty controlling curse of our age. The doctrine of
proofing our children, | have his physical appetites, it is often ainstant gratification is a primary
claimed that the challenge to equip symptom of his inability to be con- spiritual problem. The desperate
our children to live in the world sistent in spiritual discipline as need today is not for a greater
according to what Scripture says well. number of intelligent people, or

about the world requires hard work One of the better thinkers ongi ft ed peopl e, but
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Simplifying life takes real work
amid a consumer culture.

Who could argue with this Lord Jesus said,) onWatchheeus! oBe A n
basic assertion? Superficiality on your guard against all kinds of many times are we willing to give
within Christendom is the rule, not gr eed; a mands | awhyethedfastest whizang caome n s i st
the exception. It should surprise in the abundance of his posses-puter and accept the older adequate
no one that worldly influences si ons o (Luke 1lversioh?5 Adequdtklis\seldom good
feast on youth in our churches. Churchgoers will nod in agreemente nou g h . We fineedo t
Non-Christian academics all too when this passage is read during a  Missionary closets in many
often trash the Christian beliefs of worship service, but when we look churches have been supplied with
the young, because parents and that the cars we drive, the homes wehandme-downs by parishioners
Church have not properly schooled live in and the vacation trips we who no longer want the items.
them in the ways of authentic Bib- take, there is reason to doubt theWhat about stocking the mission-
lical Christianity, including the depth of our commitment to its ary closet with new things and
spiritual disciplines which adorn it. underlying virtue of simplicity. keeping the handhe-downs our-
In this brief ar'_ciclg I_wiII foqus on Simplifying life takes real selves?_ What sort of_ message
one c_)f those disciplines which is of work amid a consumer culture. Would this send to our children?
special importance as we C(?ns'derFoster offers these actionable sug-  Fourth, Foster urges us to learn
world proofing our children: the yegtions: First, buy things for their 1© €Njoy things without having to
discipline of simplicity. usefulness, not their status. Afflu- VN them. | I|\_/e near Lake Michi-

ence not only contributes to a cul- 92N and my wife and | often make

o ture that can satisfy basic needs, itth® short trip to the lakeshore to
The Discipline of creates new fineeSuoy ¥ beawoag\p watthgd syng
Simplicity parents ever take long trips without S€: How much does that beac?
cell phones, satellite radio, iPods, @nd Sunset experience cost me
There is an important lesson to GameBoys, and GPS navigational | "€ Price of the gas for my car and
be learned from the recent releasedevices? How many times have &1 iC€ cream cone for the return
of the Apple iPhone, an electronic You turned around and driven back P bEven at ishplush p(lar gallon | I
communications gadget that drew home because you forgot your cell ©@" b€ assur?' tl atthe ast sunSﬁt
thousands to wait in line as long asPhone? It has come to the place>2W C?]St me arhesst an it costg N
26 hours to purchase. Consumerswhere people cannot even attend 89.“% who %Want eh;$3l(10,00}? condo
sacrificed a day of their lives just church service without that elec- ”]9 t Or:'. the eacb. _dor tl ek price
to be among the first to own one. tronic tether attached to their beit ©' PIC mgg(atent eside a lake mha
However, within days of its release Or snuggled in their purse. s}ate par ‘ II fand exlpgrlenceh_the
purchasers were already flooding  Second, Foster exhorts us to_pe:lsulre of'a ‘“TS' E 'V'Eg’.w 'go
Apple headquarters with com- reject anything that produces an® '&7 185 COSHY Lian buying
plaints about the device not mak- addiction in us. One of my semi- eet of frontage, lIJ' Ing a cottage,
ing them as happy as was adver-nary professors used to remind us,7'OVINg an extra lawn, paying In-

tised. Ailf you possess f?gﬁ% BIEPRMY nlgKes H’%{Wingﬁ, ou
Such fickleness is characteris-C annot give awa Ya Od)}JodnUé\: & h'qa@vﬂ es o WH € Q wn

[ i it, it owns ou. 0.

fic of an affuent and easiored Y d enjoy good art. This list is virtual-

culture. If you are looking for a  Third, Christians have a bad °/~ 2
place to distinguish Christianity habit of wilingly giving things Y Fifth. teach hildren t
from the world, start with liberat- away after they have exhausted "Iffl, feach your chiidren 1o
ing yourse” and your children their usefulness. We will part with reject t.he buy now, pay later hype
; ; There is no such thing. While it
from the idolatry that affluence the computer with the smaller hard mav be true that vou can dela
brings. In speaking to a far less drive, slower microprocessor and MY u you y
affluent culture than our own, the obsolete peripherals because it no (Continued on page?)
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ﬁa What Shall We Read?

TIME FOR SCHOOL

For the Chi | deareagodndng tefipdgagoro- aging the use of Al
Susan Schaeffer Macaulay, 1984 Priate school for her children. She author also givessuggestions for
Crossway Books was living in England at the time nature study and for introducing

and found a school whickas pat- young children to good art and mu-
; terned on the work of Charlotte sic. From my owrexperience as a
I—LQFT;ebSCPhOIOlIndg Methods Mason, an educator who lived dur- teacher, | know that children have
eGeI;ea Salar:zu ;806 ing the Victorian Age. Theneth- far more interest in real learning
Broadman&;—|o|man Publishers ods of C_harlotte Mas_on are cur-than we usually givehem credit
rently enjoying a revival among for.
homeschoolers, but Macaulay is Along with respect for chil-
not interested only in homeschool-d r e n 6 s mi nds, t he
ing. The book explains ways in stresses giving children time to
which anyone could use Char- play, think, and use their imagina-
| ot idemdte enrich the lives of tions. This does not mean that
children around them. there should not be structured
The most important idea is the times to learrbasics like math and
recognition of children as persons, phonics, but that we should not fill
with minds that deserve toe fed chi | dr ené s schedul
with the best food we can give structuredactivities that they have
them. For example, most children no time for oldfashioned play.
can understand andappreciate Many other thoughprovoking
Shooks far above their own reading ideas araliscussed, with the author
levels. Adults who take time to adding her experience to the in-
read aloud to childreare feeding sights of Charlotte Mason.
minds and hearts. Besides encour- The second book cited above

BOUT these books on related

subjects | would like to stress
right away that the first is not just
for homeschoolers, or even just for
parents. | highly recommend it for
teachers, grandparents, andyone
else who works with children. It
should encourage adults to look at
children in a fresh way as individu-
al persons made by God with
minds as deserving of respect a
our own.

Susan Schaeffer Macaulay
tells of her own experience many
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is particularly for homeschoolers. you, and tips on how to get started.that you want topursue should
As part of my work, | havattend- You will find descriptionsof the greatly cut down the choices to be
ed a number of home school con-Charlotte Mason approacimen- made when attending a convention
ventions, and | know the incredible tioned above, classicdiomeschool- or reading thdatest catalog stuffed
number of choiceslamoring for ing, unit studies, traditionalext- in your mailbox.J

the customer 6s @totoknt uemn, Aunbateol i ng, O and
seen mothers attending for the firstmore.
time reduced to tearby the at- You do not need to read the

tempt to make wise choices, so Ibook in any particular order, so

was pleased to discover this little start with a method that intrigues

book. It consists oéssays cover- you. However, you will eventually

ing a wide range of approaches towant to read it all, as you may find

home education. Each essay issomething that you nevehought

written by someone especially of doing is just what your family

knowledgeable about that ap- needs. There is much food here

proach. The philosophy behind for the experiencethomeschooler Reviewer Miriam Homer works
each method is explainedjong as well as the beginner. Under- 3l MathU-See of Peach Bottom,

X o ; . Pennsylvania, a manipulatiMeased
with reasons why it might work for standing the method or philosophy teachir¥g program for mapthematics_

(Continued from pag#5) money is accumulated. The their heads in credit card dept
monetary payments on items discipline of simplicity in- before they even have that jpb
until a later time, it is not true volves delaying gratification in for which they are studying.
that those items delay their de- order to give our Godiven If we look carefully at the
preciation until you start mak- rational capacity time to catch earthly life of the Lord Jesus
ing payments. The second law up with our passions. Impulse we can see simplicity incaf-
of thermodynamics (entropy) is buying is undisciplined deci- nate. The goal of learning the
already at work even if your sionmaking, and we accumu- discipline of simplicity is not td
payments are deferred for alate regret and heartache oneachieve some higher plane |of
year. The stuff is often re- bad decision at a time. Re- spirituality, but to better reprg-
duced to junk before it is paid member the law of accumula- sent before a watching wor|d
off. tion: single daily decisions re- who Jesus Christis. The worjd

Quite often when a person peated over time determine does not really know what })

is committed to saving the success or failure in life. This do with the person who do¢s
money needed to purchaseaspect of simplicity is particu- not live for the things he cgn
something desired, he or shelarly important for our children possess)
wi || | ose t he whensyou censider howimaeye d o

for that item by the time the college students get in over

Copyright 2007 Mark B. Blocher. All rights reserved. Used by permission. The author is president of CHristian
Worldview Concepts, a teaching and writing ministry dedicated to providing the resources and ideas needed to copstruct a
Biblical worldview. You may reach himJstark B _Blocher@cornerstone.ed@ontributed by David H. Murray.
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‘?_Lest We Forget

Fifty Years Ago: 1957

THE ALI FE OF FAI THo

Dr. Ida M. Miller arrived at Shiloh as a young woman of 25 in 1900. Her training as a physician was value
able to the new institution, but God had another kind of training in mind for her. About 50 years later she
wrote about some | essons she had | earned which a
Means to Me. o Excerpts foll ow.

HAT | am describing is fultime service in means that as | extend His sway in my own life, | work
Christian work, with no time to earn money in unceasingly to have it extended in the lives of every-

the usual sense. As | understand it, that is the life irene else throughout the world.
tended for us by Jesus6 wOmednsst alsobe ahsotutesumdentioercontcohof t h
Mount : AfSeek ye first Hitse Hely Spgitd donseeknfict the iKingdom imdiids e o u
ness; and all these t hi npprectsubjectioh tolhe Kirmjpd dne dannothterely heo u

There are circumstances which make it impossia nominal subject while he actually makes his own
ble for some persons to give ftiine service. | have decision and does about as he pleases with his time
experienced both conditions, and | consider it a reand talent. Rather he must look to the King for direc-
privilege to be free so that | can devote all my time antlons, constantly and without reservation.
strength to the Master. Now here is an instance where He taught me hu-

And let me add right here that the life of faith mility and patience. | had prayed for something and
which | am recounting is not one of ease. It means fufelt sure | had believed, but the answer had not come.
-time service day and night, with no such thingsaSo | said to God, probably
time clocks or fipai d vacfaaiitom,s . Dut Goau dlha@sve noodt ean
age idleness. Diligence is the watchword, and onet once with these words i
must remember that his time is never his own. Alhave need of patience. 0
oneds time is Goddos and i tlfethuvebellous) @t | hbdedetevraireed ® dbe an On
other basis will He supply needs supernaturally. outstanding believer (alas for my conceit!) and | did

To live such a life, then, does not mean for me tmot care about patience. But | knew God was talking
exchange earning money for getting on my knees artd me, so | bowed my spirit and began to search the
spending all my time praying for food and clothing.Bible on the subject. Having never before considered
No, but rather to go to work preaching the Gospel, cathe value of this particular fruit of the Spirit, | now
ing for the sick, and in every conceivable way gettingought it with all my heart. That lesson proved far
in the great Harvest of God, while at the same timenore precious to me than the article for which | had
seeking to attain His righteousness all through my beseen praying.
ing. | found He often used the supplying of my needs

It is no light and easy task. It means to be fullyto teach me true spirituality. In 1901, for example, in
subject to a heavenly Monarch in all my thoughts anthe company of Miss Rose Tiedeman, another student
actions, and it means further that His interests alwayia the School, | was sent to do hotisenouse evange-
come first, whether in time, order, or importance. Ifism in the city of Portland, Maine. At the time | had
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been given money for a new pair of shoes, so | bougled by the Spirit when | bought my shoes. | had not

the style | liked and the size | had been wearing. Buirayed especially, for | thoughknew what | wantdd

much walking on city pavements made my feet enlargBut God knew better, and while providing the shoes |

just enough that the new shoes became extremelyun-e e ded was hel ping me deny ¢

comfortable. When they got unendurable, | proposed ousness o i s so much finer

to Miss Tiedeman that we exchange. Hers were also Dr. Miller died just short of her 100th birth-

new, and a little largér too large for her, as it turned day, having richly illustrated the Life of Faith.

outd but: they were a style | did not like. May we fGo and do | ikewise. o
The exchanged proved most satisfactory except

for the style. After a few days we changed back, but to

no avail, so we exchanged for good. My feet were

now comfortable, but not at all stylish, to my mind. | Reprinted fromThe StandardNovember 1957

think | was rather fussy about such mawerather pp. 170173

choosy, as the saying g@eand likely had not been

—*

One Hundred Years Ago: 1907

CALLED TO INTERCESSION

N NOVEMBER and December of 1907, t@®wro- whol e eart ho right away. T h
n e t viodd voyage underwent a pleasant and From this it began to become clear that while the
planned delay. She made rendezvous with the barkekingdom had been restored as a viable entity on earth,

tine Kingdomat San Salvador, where Columbus hacand whi l e it | ay at the ver
first laid eyes on the New World, and thereafter th¢g et it woul d never (in 1ts
two vessels sailed in company for several weeks. they thought of it) become numerically significant in a

The purpose of this stop was thifeédd totrans wor | dl'y sense. Rat her, its
-ship supplies fronkKingdomto Coronet to allow fam-  return was going to be a priestly one, standing fast un-
iliesof Co r o rcrew absief reunion before the long-t i | al | Godbés people shoul d

est part of the trip, and most importantly to send @heritance.
wave of spiritual refreshment and updating back to On board ship that day, they studied the prophe-

Shiloh. cies of |l sai ah, finding in
As part of the latter, Mr. Sandford took the occae v i | woul d be nbrokebaas i n

sion to share a Gegiven direction to his soul with r ef er enc e to Gi deonos gr eai

them al |l . He had Hhhemdr dwhdinting oddsagahst him. ATAennext chapter spoke

meaning both ships®d c o mpfahe yokesof tlee rAdtichristhhanselh, which also wasu p -

porters back home. But anointed for what? One sailldro be fAdestdr bye@dod splyceafi c m

wrote home about it, explaining what it meant to himson of the anointing 0

AThis meant for him to anoTha paralel was dtrikiey: tpoagh pldstmedfperr a

priesthoodé. So you ar e hapsltoremaimsmallinthisirdercdssory mhovement lzath 6 s

permi ssion to be a holy eriestdooidved an fAanointi ngoc
Something fundamental was stamped into théo succeed despite all that hell could bring against it.

fabric of the movement that day. Whatever it had~rom that day forward, the role of hidden intercession,

seemed like before, they now saw in the Spirit thaholding fast in the face of a downward tide of evil,

their mission was to be an intercessory one, with a reprould become a hallmark of the people and their spir-

resentative function in behalf of all Israel and finallyitual legatees in the years to corde.

the Gentil es. It was apparently not Godbés intent f

Alittle stoned to Abecome a great mountain and fil/l
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’! ! Hearken O Daughter

The words that follow are
written as an anonymous
testimony, but they are true
words and right from the
heart. They deserve to be
heard with the heart, as
well, in this age of rampant
iImmodesty. While the
subject includes both men
and women, this writer
chiefly addresses the
responsibilities of women.

= e

Women have such a won-comes from being in

ODESTY is a word derful, special purpose. God cre- er order. This is where true mod-

not commonly used ated woman to be a friend and aesty comes from.
these days. Most people hardly helper for man. She was created Woman was created to be
know what the word actually to be a wife and a mother, to raisethe wife of one man. She was
means, and for many it brings to children who would in turn know never meant to have any other
mind images of ovedressed who they were created to be. Insexual relationship with a man
WO me n of t he 1 8h@s Osbes woubdr find speamee and outside of this context. However,
such thing. But modesty is actu- rest. Sadly enough today though,in the confusion of the world to-
ally a very wonderful thing, much many women strive to be some- day, people have many girlfriends
deeper than the clothes you weart hi ng fAbett er . 0 andboyfriends before they finally
which are only the outward ex- But the good news that settle down (if they ever do).
pression of it. Modestyisamat-we 6ve found i s Mangtimes Wwoemenecariysherm ot h -
ter of the heart. The word modes-ing better than becoming who you selves in a way so as to draw at-
ty literally means to have a proper were truly created to be. In this tention, trying to be attractive or
estimati on of ava a&rdlsarning te have srue Imbd- desirable to a man. But if a wom-
This means to not think too high- esty, that is, a true estimation of an realized that she was meant for
ly or too lowly of yourself, but to ourselves. We are not pitiful litttle only one man, to be his wife and
really have peace in knowing who housewives that are bossedbe desirable to him only, then this
you are. This is why modesty is around all day by overbearing drive in her to attract the attention
all but lost in society today, be- men, but we are happy, liberated of other men would not be there.

cause people are very confusedwomen who willingly submit our- Another definition of the
about who they afeespecially selves to our loving husbands.wor d modest is Aun
women. We are finding the true joy that This means not trying to make
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yourself look like something you When a woman knows her quiet spirit,

are not, which is something that great worth and dignity, she is which is very

many women often do. Woman able to dress and behave with precious in the

is not meant to rule over man, modesty. The reason that many sight of God.

however this is hard for many of women act and dress in a way For in this man-
todayo6s women t ohatzalsattgntion to thékselves ner, in former

an is meant to save her affectionsis because they lack inner worth. times, the holy

for her husband, and to willingly They are attempti ng wbonenwhd eel bet -
give herself to him and submittot er about t hemsel vesustédinGdétiowever,
him. In the same way, a man is their immodesty only leaves them also adorned

meant to be the husband of onefeeling dirty, low, and empty in- themselves, be-

woman whom he loves and caresside. ing submissive

for in every way. In this loving Immodesty is much more to their own

relationship they would bring than merely the way you dress. It husbands. 0O

forth happy, respectful and secureis also the way you speak, the 1.5 is what God has always in-
children. She is created to be away you behave, andthewayyou; o 'hn'4ed for woman an
mother to those children and raisecarry yourself. No matter how changed, although society has ’
them up according to her hus- hard a woman tries to boost hercontinuea to grow in confusion.
bandbés heart. s@8flesteemi irsthesm eadonst ways, 0 Deep down inside, every
brood over these children and she will always come up short, other wants to be ablé to pass
wholly devote herself to them and because something deep inside o{)nn to her daughter the vision to
make them her priority until they her needs to be fulfilled. It will keep herself pure. But in the
are fully trained in the way they only be fulfilled in finding securi- world today, where immodesty
should go. What a wonderful tyin her proper role as a woman. and immora’lity (which really go
purpose! Modesty is a matter of the o jn hand) are so accepted

But many women are not heart. It is not usually thought of how can someone have hope t’o
content with this. Instead of find- in this way, but if a woman truly | ica o pure young woman?
ing peace in who they are, they has an inner peace with who she [The writer concludes by
strive to be what they are not. is, then the outward sign will be aying that today there certainly
They want careers, or money, orthe discreet way she dresses andg 4.+ hope, based on the restora-
whatever they think will give her submissive, gentle behavior. tion of true r’nodesty springing
them identity and fulfillment. But It actually says in the Bible in 1 .0 o heart and we would
a woman who has modesty knows Peter 3:35, echo that truth,. We pray that all
who she is. She is unpretentious. Do not [ et yolE-odfathers who read the-
She doesndét need t o adommgenttbedo b ec 0 &ords will take courage and
Agreaterodo than she watwardér eat ed reheQ their battle to regain the

be. She is content with the peace arranging the high ground of godly modesty
that comes from doing what she hair, wearing from the worldly culture that sur-
was created to do. gold, or putting rounds us.JJ
If a woman is under the on fine apparel; ’
bondage of having to dress a cer- rather let it be
tain way, or put on makep, or the hidden per-
modify her behavior to be what son of the heart,
the world might consider success- with the incor-
ful or attractive, she is not really ruptible beauty
liberated. of a gentle and

Used by permission and taken from the website www.Twelvetribes.iogs OF RESTORATIONJoes not
endorse all the doctrine found at this site, but we do endorse the words quoted above.
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This World for Christ

a

oln Everythin

Submitted by Therrill E. Morgan, Wesley Chapel, Florida

PERSCUTION AROUND THE WORLD

from a nearby school who asked
them for tracts and books. The
% militants approached the Christians

and threatened to beat them if they
did not leave. The Christians left

- town but later returned in order to Afghanistan
India interact with the children and other
Evangelists threatened and local people. The militants then

accused of forcible conversions alerted the local media about the Voice of the Martyrs calls for
incident. The media photographed continued prayer for kidnapped
A team of evangelists was the team and published false south Korean Christians
threatened by Hindu militants reports that claimed the Christians
while distributing Christian were forcibly converting people. Update: on August 13, two of
literature to children in the town of Our prayers are needed thatthe 23 South Koreans kidnapped
Nagarkurnool, Andhra Pradesh onthese folks will remain steadfast in by the Taliban in miduly were
August 8, according to a report the work the Lord has given them freed in rural Afghanistan.
from the All India Christian and that God will thwart the According to media reports, the
Council. Four women, a pastor, mi | i t ant s e f f o rtvvoswomerowers haaded @ver toa n d
and a few members of the intimidate. International Red Cross officials.
Mennonite Brethren Assembly had 0 Persecution and prayer The Voice of the Martyrs calleoin
stopped at a local restaurant whenAlert, VOM, Canada, August 15, believers around the world to
they were surrounded by children 2007 continue praying for thel19
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remaining Korean aid workers, and believers in Pakistan as they
our prayers have been answeredcontinue sharing the gospel,
Please also remember the familiesdespite immense challenges.

of the two men in the group who d Voice of the Martyrs News and
were killed previously. Ask that Prayer Update: August 14, 2007

the Holy Spirit convict the hearts China

of the Taliban and that the Imprisoned elderly house church

testimony of these believers will member s heal th

draw others into fellowship with h.

Christ. * On augustl7, theVoice of the
AN Martyrs received information that

imprisoned 76-yearold Shuang

- Cuba Shuying is seriously ill, and her
Authorities threaten pastors family is seeking her immediate
with imprisonment release on medical parole.

~ According to China Aid
In May, the secret police in association (CAA), a letter from

C
Cuba threatened four pastors withshuing's daughtein-law, Wei

Pakistan 25 to 50 years in prison if they 3 ymei sai d, @ When

Christians experiencing hard- ~ continued receiving financial | vyisited her, my mothein-law
ship after Red Mosque attack ~ a@ssistance from International was extremely sick. Her hands
Ministries. ~ The pastors were were trembling and she looked
Voice of the Martyrs has forced to sign documents pale. Just a few hours of sleep a
received information that renouncing the help. Voice of the qay has seriously damaged her
Christians are experiencing Martyrs contacts in Cuba report, health. Prior to her imprisonment
increased hardships after thefiThe secret police told them she weighed 121 pounds, but now
attacks at the Red Mosque last(pastors) that if they did not give \yeighs 88 pounds. The verbal
summer. In an unrelated incident Up the financial help, they would apyse she gets from fellow inmates
in July, a VOM contact who is a be conS|der'ed antevolu_tlonary and the psychological pressure she
Muslim convert, was attacked by and conspirators against thejs supjected to, have made her

three strangers while he wasdovernment. As a result, they aremj ser abl e. o

sleeping in a hotel room. @af rai d and have nopfay & CtBeP hellfhg sl P -

Attackers tried to kill him, but God Pray for these men as they release of Shuang Shuying as well
saved his life. He sustained someshare the gospel of Jesus Christas for protection for all the
wounds to his body and they areWhile facing difficult conditions, chyristians in Chinal
healing. and ask God to provide for their

We need to pr af9m|“@3@®tthat tarrgives wilpe: 0 China Aid Association and

protectedfrom future attacks and @ testimony to noelievers. Voice of the Martyrs News and prayer
that God will protect other 0 Voice of the Martyrs sources update, August 21, 2007

W o

my

0

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to Gc¢

Philippians 4:6
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*I Our Nations’ Christian Heritage

SEPARATION OF GOD AND STATE?

By William J. Federer

America's founders did not intend for there to be a separation of God and state, as shown by the
fact that all 50 states acknowledged God in their state constitutions. Following are several repre-
sentative statements, but it must be noted thadll 50 statesuse similar language, acknowledging the
hand of God in their origins.

RIZONA 1911, Preamble. We, the people of the VERMONT 1777, Preamble. Whereas all govern-
State of Arizona, grateful tdlmighty God for = ment ought to ... enable the individuals who compose
our liberties, do ordain this Constitution ... it to enjoy their natural rights, and other blessings
which the Author of Existence has bestowed on
COLORADO 1876, Preamble. We, the people ofman ...
Colorado, with profound reverence for tBeipreme
Ruler of the Universe... VIRGINIA 1776, Bill of Rights, XVI ... Religion,
or the Duty which we owe ouCreator ... can be di-
IOWA 1857, Preamble. We, the People of theected only by Reason ... and that it is the mutual duty
State of lowa, grateful to thBupreme Beingfor the of all to practice Christian Forbearance, Love and
blessings hitherto enjoyed, and feeling our dependen¢gharity towards each other ...
on Him for a continuation of these blessings ... estab-
lish this Constitution ... WASHINGTON 1889, Preamble. We the People
of the State of Washington, grateful to tBapreme
MAINE 1820, Preamble. We the People ofRuler of the Universefor our liberties, do ordain this
Maine ... acknowledging with grateful hearts the goodConstitution ...
ness of theSovereign Ruler of the Universen af-
fording us an opportunity ... and imploring His aid and WEST VIRGINIA 1872, Preamble. Since
direction ... through Divine Providence we enjoy the blessings of
civil, political and religious liberty, we, the people of
MARYLAND 1776, Preamble. We, the people ofWest Virginia ... reaffirm our faith in and constant reli-
the state of Maryland, grateful #eimighty God for  ance uporGod ...
our civil and religious liberty ...
After reviewing acknowledgments of God from
MASSACHUSETTES 1780, Preamble. We...the all 50 state constitutions, one is faced with the pro-
people of Massachusetts, acknowledging with gratefidpect that maybe, just maybe, the ACLU and the
hearts, the goodness tife Great Legislator of the  out-of-control federal courts are wrong.J
Universe... in the course of His Providence, an oppor-
tunity ... and devoutly imploring His direction ...

NEW HAMPSHIRE 1792, Part I. Art. |. Sec. V. _© 2003 WorldNetDaily.com. William Federer is a best
Every individual has a natural and unalienable right tgelling author and president of Amerisearch Inc., a publish-

worshipGod according to the dictates of his own con-{ t g 9 g _O mﬁg Q Be/ r 2 ? g 'S ¢ k?ng r f 8 a ,rq T
science ... WorldNetDaily. Submitted by Neil R. Sandford
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Twice -told (Bible) Tales

A major element of Scripture consists of stadidsgstorical
events recounted in more or | ess detail. Sor
agery is vivid, but sometimes there are gaps. What would it be like
to try filling the gaps? By reelling these stories with the objective
that any chosen incident must include everything the Bible includes
about it, but that you can add anything extra that occurs to your own
imagination, you might come up with true drama.
When students of Fairwood Bible Institute were assigned to
write such stories, the results were so imaginative we decided to
share some of them with our readers.

Abr ahamos
Commander

by David Hansen, Dublin, New Hampshire

ﬁ &r Abrambés nephew, Whesliginmadli weDwowdk- been to
, S0 they took him and all his possesthis has been the story we heard of the brave

sions. But a man escaped and reported all thigxploits of Abraham and his men. They came,

to Abram, the Hebrew, who was living near thethey saw, they conquered. But what really hap-

sacred trees belonging to Mamre the Amoritepened that night? How did the battle unfold?

Mamre and his brothers Eshcol and Aner weréNVhat bold plans were made and carried out in

Abramdés allies. Wh e rthe roble rescoe? Hlreisig tltht storyy @ld novihfor s

nephew had been captured, he called togethenhe first time. Listen, my friends, and learn.

all the fighting men in his camp, 318 in all, and It was nearing the third watch of the night.

pursued the four kings all the way to Dan.From their positions around the southern foot of

There he divided his men into groups, attackedhe enemy camp, Horald was thinking of the up-

the enemy by night, and defeated them. Heoming battle. He was proud, and he had good

chased them as far as Hobah, north of Damasreason to be proud. Abraham had delegated

cus, and got back all the loot that had been takeombat leadership of the entire group of 318

en. He also brought back his nephew Lot andighters to him. It was the first time Abraham

his possessions, together with the women anldad not led them himself, and it was another

the other prisoners.oclear sign to his men of t he
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years. Horald wa ) families, not indi-
finally getting his - . .- F 7 ' ) viduals. He saw
chance, and he it k. , _ e i their wives, their
tended to make tk . . children, the people
most of it. He rest o - who would be scan-
ed his head in th | , ning his returning
dirt briefly, before |*“*¥/#A o % troops the next day,
getting back to th s i : i\ looking for a pre-
business at han ‘ - (& ), *=1 cious husband or
The plan was all il NN M ><| son. He felt the
order. It was nov ‘ S r9 78 { burden of their lives
simply a matter o /4> A // / heavily, and he
execution. U RE V7% ) === -—=—=] vowed to himself to

From the ene \\ = // = =7 do anything in his
my encampment ‘ = NN/ e power to make sure
solitary horn sound = ANK4IR== I ) that that scan would
ed across the da i == not come up empty.
landscape, signalin They crept
the changing of th 3 <3 right into the midst
guard. Even as if 2 of the enemy camp,
harsh cry buried - the air heavy with
itself in the surrounding hills, Horald began athe smell of smoke, sweat, and blood. The pr
slow, stealthy movement toward the sleepingners were mostly in a central containment ar
enemies, confident that 317 others were doinghey were careful to watch for the wonden
the same. First on the dedit were the sen- hazards in that they were likely to raise an u
tries, posted at random intervals around thevitting alarm with a shriek at seeing the stran
camp. Half of them were drunk on freshly dark men moving among darker shadows. M
liberated wine, while the rest were simply unin-ing like ghosts, the soldiers flitted from man
terested in keeping too close a watch, anxious tslumbering man, knives at work, quietly cuttin
get back to their tents. their way deeper into the camp. Any womgn

Each was dispatched quickly and efficiently,encountered were awakened with a hand o
without so much as a thud, and six bodies weréhe mouth and a gentle word of reassurang
lowered gingerly to their final resting place in Then they were shepherded to a safer locatio
the dirt. Phase one was behind them. Phase tvahort distance away. The battle, such as it whs
loomed large in the form of the drowsy camp:was going as well as any of them could ha
1700 men, four kings, and 1300 captives. hoped.

The plan, while not overly complicated, Horald paused for a moment in his missign
would nevertheless take perfect execution tmf death to look around and take stock. He nF
avoid disaster. All 318 men were painted blackiced tears on the faces of a few of his men, glls
from head to waist with ashes and charcoal. Itening on cheeks stained with blood and fa
the dim light of the campfires, they wanted topaint. Though well trained, many of his boy
make sure there would be no doubt as to thevere just thad boys. This was their first mis-
friend-or-foe identity of each man. No shirts or sion of any significance. He wondered why
armor were worn for a variety of reasons. Mainwas all necessary, why it was always necessa
ly it was easier to travel without them, and theythis killing and bloodshed. The struggle of ea
did not want the added danger of light reflectingman to make his mark on the world before pags
off metal or the clinking of armor to give them ing on was a futile one, a pointless exercise |o
away. human nature. His questioning eyes met w

Horald looked at his men, his friends, asthose of one of his younger charges and recei
they all crept forward. He lookédand saw a nervous smile in response. Was innoce
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really a thing to be lost so soon, and so abruptly? But Horald had a tough time making himse
It was happening in front of his eyes, and hiselieve it was a victory. Despite the glee of
stomach churned at the thought. remaining troops and the joyful dancing of tlje|
At first the only sign of them to anyone liberated people of Sodom, 13 men would g
awake would have been their watchful eyes, remissing when he went ho@&el3 men that he,
flecting the moonlight amidst the carnage takingHorald, had led to their deaths. Could he h
place silently around them. But it was what theplanned better? Had he made a mistake so
se eyes saw that created the problem. And whathere? These were the thoughts stabbing
nostrils were sensing as well. The cattle werenind as he walked around the trashed encarp
becoming increasingly restless as the stench ahent in the pralawn glow.
blood began filling the air. Despite efforts to Lives are lost in feuding, men are sacrific
calm them, in the end all it took was one slip toon the altar of the battlefield to the chances
explode the still of the night into chaos and panwar. That is how it was, that is how it alwa
ic. would be, and he could not undo what had hdp
A young heifer slid in the blood pooling pened. He bowed his head in resignation, gn{
around her hooves. She lost her footing andlosed his eyes for the first time in 24 hours.
went to her knees, striking her head against a It was just about time to head for home, a:lued
pile of discarded armor. The piercing bellowhe must report to Abraham his master. Mo
that proceeded from her mouth had a strangthere were anxious families waiting for lovefl
effect on those in the camp. For a certain 318nes to return.
frozen in place as one man, it spelled the end of  Lifting the horn to his lips, he blew the sig
an as yet easy mission. For hundreds of othersiiial to assemble, while the newleed captives
represented a jarring lurch from welhrned continued to shout in gladness. After all, L
slumber to battleeady alertness, as bodies andwvas among them, unharmed, and Abrah
minds trained for war came to instant attentionwould rejoice. Still, it would be a long marc
The game was afoot, and it was a game that nefrome.J
ther side had wanted to play.
The night has a way of playing tricks on a
manbs eyesight, and an i maginative mind
took it one step further. Upon seeing the -half
naked, reebrrblack painted figures prancing
around them in their dance of death, men forgot
reason, and panic was quick to assume its empty
seat. For most, the battle was lost before it start-
ed, for who were they, they thought, to contend
with the devil and all his imps? Others, though,
seized their weapons and began resisting, inflict-
ing not a few casualties on their attackers. But
they were too few and too scattered to have any
real impact, and they soon fell before the blows
of Horald and his courageous men. For most, it
was a mere five minutes between sleeps, with
the second the far deeper and longer of the two.
The shouts and clashing of weapons faded into
the distance, as many feet raced away into the
dark in a wild dash for escape.
And just that quickly, it was over. The cap-
tives began shouts of triumph, and confusion of

a different sort erupted as they sought their pos-  pavid is midway through his third year at Fair]
sessions and their cattle. wood Bible Institute.
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Thanksgiving

Our wealth is not our own, it comes from Heaven,
Our raiment is no product of mere toil,

Our shelter was provided by His goodness

Our food springs from His blessing on the soil.

Let no man thank his independent labor,

Or think his welfare springs from his own hand;

We are but harvesting Anot her és pl ant.i
And reaping of His favor on the land.

The lines have fallen to us in pleasant places,
Of all men we should most show gratitude;
Then let us throw our hearts into His praises
And scorn to mouth some empty platitude.

All good and perfect gifts come to us downward,
Descending from a Father heart above;

Make this Thanksgiving, then, one to remember,
Let angels see how we match love with love.

TF. S. Murray, 1963
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