
NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2007 



2  TIMES OF RESTORATION    \   NOVEMBER/DECEMBER  2007 

 

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 
 

TIMES OF RESTORATION proclaims 
the glad news that the ñrestoration of 
all thingsò promised in the books of 
Matthew and Acts is under way. We 
are now living in the climactic times 
ñwhereof God spake by the mouth of 
His holy prophets that have been from 
of oldò (Acts 3:21). The Christianity of 
the Early Church with its intense reali-
ty with God, its fervent love for Christ, 
its expectancy of His return, and its 
absolute submission to the Holy Spirit 
has been restored. The return of Je-
sus Christ is imminent, and it is our 
privilege to prepare the way of the 
Lord by practicing now the way of life 
that will prevail during the Millennium. 

This publication aims to define 
and encourage that way of life, as 
understood by the Christian move-
ment known as The Kingdom. (A 
Statement of Faith is available upon 
request.) It is a humble and holy way, 
based on practice of the whole Bible 
and an acute responsiveness to the 
leadings of the Holy Spirit. Our prayer 
is that the paper will strengthen, chal-
lenge and edify all earnest Christians. 
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The Ways of God, Part  XII  
 

ñShow me now Thy ways.ò  

  ïMoses, the Man of God, Exodus 33:13 

 

 With this issue we bring to a close our two-year series on the ñways of God.ò  Weôve ap-

proached it by reviewing three underlying concepts: our need to know Godôs ways, the fact that they 

are bitterly and cleverly opposed by our enemies, and our responsibility to pursue and practice His 

ways.  In all this weôve aimed at practical religion, not theological discussion. 

 

 

The Desires of God 
So for our final installment, weôll look at what could be called His Desiresðwhat Heôs looking 

for from us, what He likes to see in us.  Instead of talking about what we want from Him, itôs good 

to remember that He wants something from His creation, too.  For one thing, He desires (without 

harshly demanding it) a serious level of commitment on our part: accepting His Lordship.  Then, as 

we go further with Him, His desires become increasingly apparent, and we discover that they reveal 

His own characteristicsðthe way He isðand we search them out on our own, because we want true 

fellowship with Him. 

So what does He want from us?  He wants our love, faithfulness, obedience, rejoicing in His 

ways, even gifts (of time, money, or service).  (After all, He gave far more to us!)  He wants our de-

votion; He likes to see us spend time with Him, freely running after Him.  More, He longs for our 

willing response to His wooing, as He seeks His bride among us.  But more than all, perhaps, He 

seeks true heart worshipðthe kind of thing that responds accurately and adequately to His role as 

Creator and Redeemer and Lover. 

True worship should be a major aspect of our Christian life, but just what is worship?  The first 

of our contributors explores it in detail, expressing both what it is and what it is not.  May we learn 

better how to offer it deeply, willingly, and regularly to our good God. 

He also wants to reveal Himself to His precious people.  One of our inmost desiresðand appar-

ently He agreesðis for us to see Him face to face.  Job understood this (Job 19:26), and so did Paul 

(1 Corinthians 13:12).  Our second writer explores the awe, the terror, and the glory of that visionð

and out of her personal crucible she makes it sweet indeed. 

Since Godôs waysðHis desiresðarenôt up for debate, itôs our turn to reflect: how are we doing 

on this?  If the Father seeks these things, is He finding them in us?  Do we worship Him in truth?  Is 

our vision clearing up? 

And since this is our final installment in this series, thereôs an opportunity to reflect over a long-

er scale: Do we know Him and His ways better?  By the efforts of many men and women of faith, 

we trust that our hearts have been better equipped for joyful service to the God we loveðñin spirit 

and in truth.ò 

                                                                                                                                           ïEditor 
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G 
ODôS CENTRAL desire 

may well be for willing 

hearted worship from His 

beloved creation.  Not in the nar-

row sense that the word has come 

to mean in the 21st century, but the 

broader and truer sense that Jesus 

spoke of when He said, ñBut the 

hour cometh, and now is, when the 

true worshippers shall worship the 

Father in spirit and truth: for such 

doth the Father seek to be his wor-

shippersò (John 4:23-24).  The 

term ñworship,ò I found, comes to 

us from the Anglo-Saxon óweorth-

scipe,ô meaning ñto attribute worth 

to an object.ò  Worship implies the 

ñworthshipò or worthiness of the 

object of attention; thus to worship 

God is to attribute worth to Him. 

ñThou art worthy, O Lord to 

receive glory and honor and pow-

er,ò say the twenty-four elders as 

they fall down before Him and cast 

their crowns before his throne 

(Revelation 4:10-11).  This is wor-

ship.  But worship can be seen in a 

vast variety of other ways as well, 

each of which ascribes worth to 

Him as Lord and God.  It can be 

seen in a simple act like Jobôs put-

ting his hand over his mouth, or in 

silent prayer, like Danielôs quiet 

kneeling before God regardless of 

the king's decree. 

Further, true worship includes 

glorification, companionship, ser-

vice, and dependence.  While our 

worship is directed toward God, 

from His viewpoint it is for our 

sake that He wants to reveal his 

glory.  He desires that we have a 

true understanding of who He is.  

God is love and His desire for 

companionship is so that he can 

show that love to us.  He desires us 

to serve Him, because He knows 

what a wellspring of joy that will 

bring.  And He wants us to trust 

Him so that He can show us His 

power. 

 

WORSHIPPING IN TRUTH  
 

Who is God? 

Before we can really under-

stand worship, we must understand 

who God is, for that will inspire 

true worship.  All worship of God 

must be in line with His character.  

That is part of what worshipping 

ñin truthò means.  Since God is not 

a God of confusion, our worship 

should not reflect confusion.  Since 

He is the author of abundant life, 

we should worship him with the 

rhythms of life, not of death.  Since 

He is a God of beauty, our honor-

ing Him should reflect that beauty. 

So itôs important to know who 

God is.  Is He a benevolent Santa 

Claus in the sky?  Is He a scintil-

lating rock star?  Perhaps a wise 

but benign old man behind a 

screen like the wizard of Oz?  

Maybe a doting father that we have 

wrapped around our finger with 

our requests?  If we have a wrong 

 

In Spirit and in Truth 
 

by Neil R. Sandford, Dublin, New Hampshire 

                                                             

 

 

 

 Thereôs a lot more to worship  

than shouting and singing 
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or incomplete picture of Him, our 

worship will always fall short of 

His glory and splendor. 

 

But if we see Him as He really 

isðthat is awesome.  Isaiah was 

astounded: ñI saw the Lord sitting 

upon a throne, high and lifted up; 

and his train filled the tem-

pleò (Isaiah 6:1).  John was dumb-

struck: ñEyes as a flame of fireé

voice as the voice of many wa-

tersécountenance as the sun shin-

ing in his strengthò (Revelation 

1:14-16).  If we saw Him this way, 

then we too would fall at his feet 

and cry out our weakness.  And 

that would be worshipping in truth. 

 

As F. W. Sandford put it in 

1901, ñThe Father dwells in ólight 

unapproachable,ô so holy that since 

the sin in the garden of Eden and 

manôs punishment, no man ever 

can see Him and liveé He is so 

holy He cannot look on iniquity.  It 

is so disagreeable to Him, it is so 

hideous to Him, it is so awful to 

Him.  He has hidden Himself for 

thousands and thousands of years, 

and never will any of the people be 

able to look on His glorious face in 

all its resplendent beauty except 

the man who has become absolute-

ly like unto the Father through the 

office and work of the Son and 

Holy Spirité Oh, the infinite holi-

ness of my Godðimmaculate in 

snowy whiteness.  Even the sera-

phim that have never known sin 

and have dwelt amid devouring 

fire for centuries and millenniums 

and ages upon agesðeven they use 

one third in covering their faces in 

the presence of Godé And that 

God is so wonderful; He is the 

Monarch of eternity; ófrom ever-

lasting to everlasting He is God.ô  

He is the supreme source of the 

gospel, of law, of light, of glory, of 

authority, of kingliness; He is the 

great I AM who can have no defi-

nition because He is indefinable, 

infinite, almighty, unrestricted, 

dwelling in light unapproachable. 

That is the Father.ò 

This is the God we worship in 

truth. 

It is impossible to find words 

great enough.  Our God is grand 

and glorious, almighty and holy, 

all knowing and understanding.  

He is always present, always lov-

ing.  He is the King of the uni-

verse, the Final Reality, the Final 

Authority over all.  He is a con-

suming fire.  He created us, He 

will judge us, and none can stay 

His hand.  He is above all, and the 

glory and splendor of Him and His 

throne surpass anything we have 

ever seen.  That is why we can do 

nothing other than worship Him. 

 

What is the focus? 

But so much that is called wor-

ship today fails to properly reflect 

His glory.  In some cases the poi-

son of humanism has crept into our 

thinking and actually infected our 

worship.  Philip J. Hills, in Christ-

Centered Christianity, put it this 

way: 

 ñChristian humanism caters 

to manôs selfishness and pride with 

the belief that man is the center of 

Godôs affectioné [But] Jesus is 

the epicenter and focal point and 

measure of everything; all things 

have their beginning and end in 

Him.  This has been the ultimate 

intention of the Father since before 

the foundation of the world, to ex-

alt His Son to the acme of glory 

that He might be first above every-

thing elseé. 

ñUnfortunately, many Chris-

tians do not want to take second 

place to anyone; they want for 

themselves the privilege of being 

first in Godôs affectionsé.  But 

such an attitude is based on selfish 

pride, a sinful deceit born of hu-

manistic thinking.  Christ alone is 

worthy of being first in all things; 

to Him rightly belongs all glory 

and devotion, and He deserves to 

come before usé. 

ñWhen one realizes that 

Christôs glory is Godôs ultimate 

goal, he recognizes how great God 

really is and how wonderful His 

ultimate intention isé.  As for 

man, it gives a larger purpose to 

his existence, for he is called to 

serve an interest greater than his 

own.  He is privileged to partici-

pate in an immortal design that is 

far more significant than himself or 

his needs.ò 

In this vein Paul penned it 

well, ñFor we are the circumcision, 

who worship by the Spirit of God, 

and glory in Christ Jesus, and have 

no confidence in the fleshò (Philippians 

3:3).  We truly worship when we 

turn away from ourselves and our 

own needs and acknowledge Christ 

as the center.  To focus on personal 

needs or on human traditions is to 

miss the mark of effective worship.  

ñBut in vain do they worship Me, 

teaching as their doctrines the pre-

cepts of menò (Matthew 15:9). 

 

 

If we saw Him 

this way,  

then we too  

would fall  

at his feet  

and cry out  

our weakness. 
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WORSHIPPING IN SPIRIT  

 

Reflecting the radiance  

of His worth 

We ñworship in spiritò by 

wholeheartedly giving ourselves to 

God.  ñI urge you therefore, breth-

ren, by the mercies of God, to pre-

sent your bodies a living and holy 

sacrifice, acceptable to God, which 

is your spiritual service of wor-

shipò (Romans 12:1, NAS).  In his 

book Desiring God, John Piper 

issues a call to desire Jesus only: 

ñWorship must be vital and 

real in the heart, and worship must 

rest on a true perception of Godé.  

Worshipping in spirit is the oppo-

site of worshipping in merely ex-

ternal ways.  It is the opposite of 

empty formalism and traditional-

ismé.  Worship must have heart 

and head.  Worship must engage 

emotions and thoughtétrue wor-

ship comes from people who are 

deeply emotional and who love 

deep and sound doctrine.  Strong 

affections for God rooted in truth 

are the bone and marrow of bibli-

cal worshipé.  The fuel of wor-

ship is the truth of God; the fur-

nace of worship is the spirit of 

man; and the heat of worship is the 

vital affections of reverence, con-

trition, trust, gratitude, and joyé.  

There must be ignition and fire.  

This is the Holy Spirité.  The fuel 

of worship is a true vision of the 

greatness of God; the fire that 

makes the fuel burn white hot is 

the quickening of the Holy Spirit; 

the furnace made alive and warm 

by the flame of truth is our re-

newed spirit; and the resulting heat 

of our affections is powerful wor-

ship, pushing its way out in confes-

sions, longings, acclamations, 

tears, songs, shouts, bowed heads, 

lifted hands, and obedient livesé.  

Worship is a way of gladly reflect-

ing back to God the radiance of 

His worth. 

ñPerhaps the first response of 

the heart at seeing the majestic ho-

liness of God is stunned silenceé.  

In the silence rises a sense of awe 

and reverence and wonder at the 

sheer magnitude of Godé.  It 

finds release in brokenness and 

contrition and grief for our ungod-

liness. é Mingled with the feeling 

of genuine brokenness and contri-

tion, there arises a longing for 

Godé.  In the end the heart longs 

not for any of Godôs gifts, but for 

God Himself.  To see Him and 

know Him and be in His presence 

is the soulôs final feast.  Beyond 

this there is no questé.ò 

 

Contemporary ñworshipò 

But we may honestly ask, 

ñHow do we worship?ò  The mod-

ern Christian world has identified 

worship as singing, dancing, shout-

ing, holding up hands, or swaying 

to music in a church service or 

concert.  Music is a powerful mov-

er, and God uses it to help us 

praise Him from the heart.  But 

there is a bigger and deeper aspect.  

If we adopt such a narrow picture 

of worship, we may miss much of 

the richness God intends for us.  

We may even come to a false un-

derstanding entirely about worship. 

My eyes were opened to this 

by the testimony of Dan Lucarini, 

a young man who was involved in 

leading and promoting Christian 

contemporary music (CCM) in 

church worship services.  When he 

saw the sinful lifestyles of many 

who were prominent ñworship 

leaders,ò it made him honestly re-

evaluate what worship really is.  

Eventually he came to the conclu-

sion that the ideas being promoted 

by the CCM movement were not 

based on the Bible and he forsook 

it.  He has written about it in Why I 

left the Contemporary Christian 

Music Movement: 

ñI fear,ò he says, ñthat in the 

vast majority of Contemporary 

churches (and also in some Tradi-

tional churches), our worship prac-

tices have strayed far away from 

the true biblical heart of worship, 

because we have failed to base our 

practices firmly on the Word of 

God and instead built the founda-

tion on the needs of man.  Why 

should we fear this?  Because how 

could we possibly expect God to 

accept our worship and bless us, if 

we define worship in any other 

fashion than what His Word re-

quires?  Were humans given a 

choice of how to worship God?  

Can the pottery choose how to re-

spond to the Potterôs touch?  

Would God be angry with us if we 

use ourselves as the measure of 

how to worship Him, rather than 

his Word? 

ñObviously the next ques-

tioné is this:  Does God in his 

Word give any clear direction for 

the manner in which He is to be 

worshipped?  The answer is, Yes, 

He does!  When I went through 

this study, God changed forever 

my casual, ócome as you areô atti-

tude about worship services!é 

ñWhen we approach God, the 

attitude of our hearts must be one 

of complete submission.  We have 

nothing to offer except our total 

devotion and obedience.  We must 

 

 

ñIn the end  

the heart longs 

not for any of 

Godôs gifts,  

but for God 

Himself.ò   
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examine our own worship service 

in light of the true meaning of wor-

ship.  Does anything occur in that 

service that does not fit the biblical 

meaning?é 

ñThe true heart of worship is 

the heart that bows before God and 

submits to his Word, no more and 

no less.  This is the attitude of the 

writer of Hebrews: óLet us have 

grace, by which we may serve God 

acceptably with reverence and 

godly fear.  For our God is a con-

suming fireô (Hebrews 12:28-29).  

When a worship leader is confront-

ed with this, he or she will never 

be the same again!  This 

knowledge will permeate their mu-

sical preferences, and they will be 

so very careful when choosing mu-

sic to usher in the worship of the 

holy God.  That is what happened 

to me, and God used this 

knowledge to open my eyes to see 

the deception at work.  Once we 

learn the truth about biblical wor-

ship, we should no longer stand for 

the errors and misuses occurring in 

churches that have embraced 

CCM.ò 

 

Soul worship or spirit worship? 

 When the Bible describes 

worship, most often the action is 

one of falling down in awe or si-

lently acknowledging Him.  The 

primary action is in the heart. I 

believe Jesusô wordsðñworship in 

spiritòðmay mean more than we 

think at first.  He was very likely 

showing us that true worship origi-

nates in the spirit.  In his little 

booklet The Latent Power of the 

Soul, Watchman Nee warns the 

Christian church that some phe-

nomena commonly associated with 

ñworshipò might actually be com-

ing from what he calls ñsoul-

power,ò rather than from the realm 

where our spirit truly responds to 

His Spirit.  He distinguishes be-

tween ñsoulò and ñspirit,ò identify-

ing the ñsoulò as the emotional, 

mental part of humanity, whereas 

the ñspiritò is that with which we 

commune with God. 

ñIn a meeting for seeking Spir-

it baptism,ò he says, ñpeople will 

keep shouting óhallelujahô for 

thousands of times.  Eventually, 

their brain will grow dull, their 

mind becomes paralyzed, and they 

begin to see visions.  How can you 

consider this as Spirit-baptism?  It 

is soul-baptism.  What they receive 

is not the power of the Holy Spirit; 

it is instead soul force, the mani-

festation of the latent power of the 

soul.  It comes from human exer-

cise, not from the enduement of 

Godé. 

ñMay I frankly say that it is 

none other than the power of your 

own soul force.  The power which 

comes from the Holy Spirit is nev-

er affected by outside environment.  

Anyone who wishes to know what 

preaching in soul power is need 

only attend a big meeting packed 

with people and provided with the 

finest equipment, and just listen to 

the people singing and watch the 

movement of the audience.  You 

will be able to sense that there is a 

special power in a crowded place.  

What power is this?  Do you feel a 

force which presses on you?  It 

cannot be the power of the Holy 

Spirit.  It is the power of the soul. 

ñWhy is it considered soul 

power?  Just observe what these 

people are doing.  In singing, they 

sing in unison in one direction, 

resulting in the concentration of all 

the soul powers generated by the 

multitude.  How great is this pow-

er!  You may come with the 

thought of helping them, but in 

such an atmosphere you will in-

stead be influenced by them.  How 

dangerous this isé.  Many times 

singing is of great assistance in 

Godôs work.  Sometimes, though, 

it cannot help but be a ósoulicalô 

activity.ò 

I share Watchman Neeôs con-

cerns.  It is true that music in the 

church can mightily move us, but 

we must honestly ask ourselves the 

question, ñIs this the power of the 

soul, or is it worship from our spir-

it?ò  And this question is not a re-

cent idea, held by a few.  During 

the Great Awakening of the 

1700ôs, one of its chief spokesmen, 

Jonathan Edwards, used to read his 

sermons in a monotone with this 

very concern in mind: to be sure 

that any response was a genuine 

moving of Godôs Spirit, not some-

thing that was being generated by 

mere human enthusiasm.  I donôt 

think God usually calls for such 

extreme measures, but we need to 

be discerning lest we miss the 

deepest ways to worship from the 

heart. 

As I have studied the Bible on 

the question of how to worship, 

Iôve been amazed at the variety of 

ways people have done it.  Glorify-

ing God in song and testimony, 

communing with Him in oneôs dai-

ly walk, joyfully serving others, 

and completely trusting Him for 

everythingðall are ways to wor-

ship.  Iôll list a few for you, and all 

are illustrated in Scripture, though 

Iôm not trying to include every ref-

erence. 

 

Worship is yielding ourselves 
(Continued on page 8) 

 

 

 

ñIs this the power of the soul,  

or is it worship from our spirit?ò   
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to the Divine will.  It is saying, ñHoly, Holy, Holyò 
through every experience in life.  I think the example 

that has moved me the most was observing the total 

submission to God of two parents, when their college-

age son was taken by sudden death.  I witnessed heart 

worship that made other ways pale in contrast to their 

deep yielding in the midst of suffering.  

 

Another way to worship is to come into Godõs 
House quietly.  It is a way of honoring Godôs presence.  
He is worthy of all honor, and silence instead of noisy 

chatter is one way to acknowledge that.  It is well to 

remember that ñJehovah is in His holy temple: let all 

the earth keep silence before Himò (Habakkuk 2:20) 

and, ñBe still and know that I am Godò (Psalm 46:10). 

 

We also worship God by our attitude in coming 

to church: we approach Him with a listening heart for 

what He wants to say.  Arthur A. Rouner, Jr. put it this 

way in The Congregational Way of Life: ñSunday is a 

very special day.  It is a day whenécalled by the bell, 

the people come to church.  As the people mount the 

steps and take their places, they comeé to ask of their 

preacher the one great question on their hearts:  óIs 

there any Word from the Lord?ôò 

 

Worship may also take the form of bowing our 

hearts, heads and sometimes whole bodies before our 

sovereign God. ñAnd when they heard that Jehovah 

had visited the children of Israel, and that He had seen 

their affliction, then they bowed their heads and wor-

shippedò (Exodus 4:31). 

 

Worship is justifying God instead of blaming Him 

for difficult problems or even a tragedy.  ñIn all this 

Job sinned not, nor charged God foolishlyò (Job 1:22). 

 

Worship is using to their fullest the gifts and abil-
ities that God has given us.  As Eric Liddell says in 

ñChariots of Fire,ò ñGod made me fast and when I run 

I feel His pleasure.ò  When we use our talents for Him, 

whatever they may be, glory ascends to His throne. 

 

Like Mary with the expensive ointment poured 

out on Jesus, giving extravagantly to Him is another 

way to worship. ñOnly one life, ôtwill soon be past.  

Only whatôs done for Christ will last.ò And whatever 

we do from the heart for Christ is never wasted.  It is a 

beautiful way to worship the only One worthy of all 

honor. 

 

Since God desires for us to depend on Him fully, 

when we do so, we honor Him as the God who is wor-

thy of all trust.  God notices and supplies His power 

when we recognize our weakness and turn to Him.  

This continual process is one of worship. ñBlessed is 

the man that trusteth in Jehovah, and whose trust Jeho-

vah isò (Jeremiah 17:7). 

 

When we praise Him for His works in Creation, or 

for some answer to prayer, that too is worship.Opening 

our mouths in testimony or prayer, especially when we 

donôt feel like it, affirms His worth.  

 

When we do a good job at work, we are worship-

ping God.  Our heart attitude in the workplace is just 

as important as when in church.  How we work and 

what we accomplish can add to His glory when we are 

doing our work for our King. 

 

Whenever we give financially to God or to the 

needs of others, we are saying Jesus is worthy to be 

my Lord.  Especially when it is something that only 

God knows about, not only will we have our reward in 

Heaven, but our worship is registered on high. 

 

We worship whenever we are moved on by 

Godôs Spirit to make a commitment to Him.  It may be a 

significant step of faith, or it may be just saying Yes to 

the Holy Spiritôs conviction.  It might be an attitude, a 

way of doing something, or an action that we need to 

become habitual.  Commitments or vows are acts of 

worship. 

 

Moses was told to take off his shoes because the 

ground on which he was standing was holy ground.  

His simple act of obedience in acknowledging that holy 
place was worship.  In our own lives God has mani-

fested Himself too, and honoring those places is a way 

to worship God. 

 

When we dedicate ourselves or some possession 

to God, that is worship, too, as we acknowledge His 

worthiness and preeminence.  It is continuing to make 

Him Lord of all and gives Him His rightful place of 

honor in a practical way.  We testify that we belong to 

VARIETY IN BIBLICAL WORSHIP  
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Him, and we acknowledge His right over us and every-

thing we have. 

 

Whenever we are thankful to God we are declar-

ing His worth.  It may be some big thing or some mi-

nute detail of His care that we appreciate.  Thanksgiv-

ing is a vital part of Christian worship, because it is 

acknowledging Him and His place in our daily lives. 

 

Just living our lives in surrender to God as living 

sacrifices day after day honors and worships Christ.  In 

Made for His Pleasure, Alistair Begg writes, ñUnlike 

the sacrifices in the Old Testament, which were dead, 

we are to be flesh-and-blood evidences of what it 

means to be united with Jesus in His death and resur-

rection.  éParking cars, writing term papers, pumping 

gas, folding laundry, selling bonds, playing sportsð

whatever we are doingðwe are to be living sacrifices.  

éThis commitment is not a single emotional experi-

ence or crisis.  It is an on-going process, óa long obedi-

ence in the same direction.ôò 

In Conclusion 

God desires heart worship in its broadest sense.  

For worship to satisfy His desire it must be ñin spirit 

and in truthò which includes understanding the truth of 

who He is, lining up with His character, and worship-

ping according to His Word.  ñIn spiritò includes 

wholeheartedness and refuses to permit mere ñsoul 

powerò to be the source of worship, rather than Godôs 

Spirit at work in our own spirit.  The outward manifes-

tations of worship originate in our spiritual response to 

who He is and what He has done.  It is not performed 

just to give our souls a lift. Godôs infinite power is 

matched by an infinite variety of ways to honor and 

glorify Him in word, thought, and action.  

May we truly and fully be His worshippers! J 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 Pastor Neil cares for the welfare of the flock at Fair-
wood Bible Chapel and oversees Fairwood Bible Institute. 

 

Christmas 
 
ñBe patient, therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord.ò ïJames 5:7 

 

Christ, our royal Lord and Master, 

Open Heavenôs gate and come; 

M ake our longing hearts beat faster, 

End the waiting, take us Home. 
 

Long and bleak have been the stages 

Over mountains, through the waste; 

Red with martyr blood the ages, 

Dark with pain the cup we taste. 
 

Joy, however, still is reigning, 

Every promise shines like gold; 

Satanôs sway is surely waning, 

Upward still our eyes are strainingð 

Shepherd, take us to the Fold. 

 

                                                ïF. S. Murray, 1966 
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A 
S A FINE arts student in 

college, Iôve had to think a 

lot about what it means to 

see.  When I started, I wasnôt quite 

sure what to expect from this 

whole art thing.  I thought I knew 

the basics of drawing, but when 

more challenging problems were 

assigned, I realized I had a world 

of things to learn.  You could say 

that the past three years have been 

a process of having my sight re-

trained to perceive subtleties I nev-

er would have known before. 

My visual training in school 

has coincided with the most diffi-

cult and painful period of my 

lifeðcontinuing to live on after the 

deep and sudden loss of one I held 

dear.  My spiritual eyes have had 

to look deeper and draw on more 

of Godôs grace as lifeôs challenges 

have unfolded.  Far beyond learn-

ing how to pick apart and under-

stand a painting, or to perceive the 

colors in shadows, Iôve discovered 

glimpses of Godôs glory that I have 

never seen before. 

God wants us to see Him.  It is 

clear throughout the Bible that ever 

since we lost our intimate relation-

ship with Him in the Garden, He 

has been drawing us back to Him-

self and giving us glimpses of what 

He looks like.  On Mount Sinai, 

Moses could not see Jehovahôs 

face, but even a glimpse of Him 

passing by caused the prophetôs 

face to shine in blinding glory.  

Jesus brought us infinitely closer to 

full sight and provided the means 

to see God in His glory without a 

veil between.  No longer did He 

say, ñYou cannot see My face; for 

no man shall see Me, and 

liveò (Exodus 33:20).  Jesus, as 

God-made-man, gave some men 

the ability to see Him with their 

eyes:  ñSee My hands and My feet, 

that it is I Myself. Touch Me, and 

seeò (Luke 24:39). 

So we know that He wants to 

be seen; He is not hiding.  Yet why 

is it so hard sometimes to see 

clearly?  Why are our fleshly eyes 

so dull and limited?  We can go 

through times in our spiritual walk 

when we are painfully aware that 

we still ñsee though a glass dark-

lyò (1 Corinthians 13:12).  Godôs 

ways are mysterious, and some-

times the questions overwhelm the 

answers:  ñThis timing is all 

wrong, Lord.  How can this possi-

bly fit into your plan for me?  Why 

now?  Why me?  Where are your 

promises?  Where are you?  O 

Lord, who are you?ò  The answers 

arenôt always immediate; but the 

promises do remain: ñThou shalt 

see and be radiant, and thy heart 

shall thrill and be enlargedò (Isaiah 

60:5); ñYour eyes will behold the 

king in his beauty; they will see a 

land that stretches afarò (Isaiah 

33:17); ñWe shall see Him as He 

isò (1 John 3:2). 

One of the hardest things for 

me to learn in college has been 

how to produce work when Iôm no 

longer given assignments.  I like to 

be clearly told what to do, what the 

expectations are, and how long I 

have to do it.  But now that Iôm in 

my senior year, Iôm finding that 

my professors are stepping back 

and watching.  Iôve had three years 

of practice; I have all the tools I 

need to go ahead and do what Iôve 

been trained to do.  Now I just 

have to do it, and thatôs the hard 

part.  Without comparing my pro-

fessors to God, I think that He em-

ploys similar tactics with us.  We 

read Godôs expectations in His 

Word and hear His call.  We prac-

TO 

SEE 

GOD 
by Melissa Brown, North Scituate, 

Rhode Island 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The surpassing  

glory of the  

ultimate vision 
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tice what we know, and we take 

joy in the closeness we feel to Him 

in the mountaintop experiences.  

Perhaps we even catch a glimpse 

of Him from behind as He passes 

by.  But thatôs not enough; God 

wants more in His relationship 

with us.  Itôs not enough just to 

hear, or to understand a part only.  

He wants us to do, and by doing, 

SEE. 

The seeing can be hard.  I find 

that every time I think Iôve done a 

painting thatôs pretty good, some-

thing Iôm really proud of, a profes-

sor will come along and make sug-

gestions about how it can be im-

proved.  This can be unsettling.  

Itôs scary to be pushed from what I 

know and am comfortable with 

into an unknown beyond.  Didnôt I 

do it right, follow the formula, use 

the skills Iôve been given?  Have-

nôt I arrived?  Hardly.  Iôm starting 

to learn that criticism and critique 

can be a starting point to lead me 

to new questions and possibilities 

for exploration.  I know now that I 

do have the tools and the basic un-

derstanding I need to keep getting 

pushed.  Iôm an artist, but thereôs 

always a challenge to see and un-

derstand and become more than I 

am right now. 

The same is true in my spiritu-

al walk.  I am secure in Christ, but 

that security should never be used 

as an excuse to settle.  The Holy 

Spirit is constantly pushing me to a 

higher plane, to a fuller picture of 

who my King really is.  But I am 

reminded that my King is the same 

One who caused prophets and dis-

ciples to fall prostrate on the 

ground in terrified wonder.  To see 

our Lord fully, we must see Him in 

His awesome, awful holiness.  His 

glory is not something one stands 

before lightly. It is vast, terrible, 

glorious, and beautiful.  It is more 

than we can standðunless He 

gives us eyes to see. 

Left to myself, I tend to want 

to see only the parts of God that fit 

within the ñboxesò I have made for 

Him.  Show me your face, Lordð

as long as it soft and kind.  Show 

me what I want, what I think I 

need.  Show me my dreams, re-

flected in your eyes.  But am I able 

to say, Show me your face, though 

I cannot stand before it, though it 

may mean death to all I hold dear?  

Through Jesus, I can say Yes.  So 

far, Iôve found that every glimpse I 

have had of Him only makes me 

want to see more.  I want to see the 

subtle nuances of His limitless 

character, and if that takes more 

stretching and growing and falling 

prostrate before Him, how can I 

say No? 

Of course the glimpses we see 

do not always coincide with fiery 

trials.  But whether through the 

trials or the happy excitement of a 

heart connection with Him, seeing 

Him is experiencing solid joy.  

One of the best side benefits for 

me in learning the inôs and outôs of 

various concepts in artðcolor the-

ory, chiaroscuro (meaning light 

and darkðI just had to throw that 

word in somehow), and composi-

tional strategies for paintingsðhas 

been the whole new visual world 

that has opened up before me.  

God has used the knowledge Iôve 

gained in art school to show me 

His glory in the smallest moments 

of the everyday.  Iôve been left 

breathless by the fireworks display 

of the setting sun reflected in 

waves, the brilliant flash of green 

as light catches a leaf in the woods, 

or the almost imperceptible teem-

ing of life in a tide pool. 

Those moments of physical 

seeing in the context of what I 

know about God as Creator are 

painfully beautifulðas if I have 

just seen all I can possibly stand of 

the joy that is set before me.  But 

those moments are just a 

glimpseðñthe outskirts of His 

ways.ò  If I am willing, He will 

keep expanding my heart to be big 

enough to see Him fully. 

What an exciting prospect!  It 

gives a whole new meaning to 

Paulôs prayer that ñthe God of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 

glory, may give you a spirit of wis-

dom and revelation in the 

knowledge of Him, having the eyes 

of your hearts enlightened, that 

you may know what is the hope to 

which He has called you, what are 

the riches of His glorious inher-

itance in the saints, and what is the 

immeasurable greatness of His 

power toward us who be-

lieveò (Ephesians 1:17-21). J 
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painting and printmaking at Rhode 
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D ISCOVERING Godôs 

ways by exploring Godôs 

Word, meditating on 

Scriptures that catch at the heart or 

baffle the mind, and sometimes 

just appreciating the beautiful po-

etry found in many of the passages 

throughout the Old and New Testa-

ments is a pleasant exercise.  It is 

inevitable that we draw closer to 

Him in these times of quiet reflec-

tionðitôs a form of worship to 

which He calls us, and as we re-

spond, He blesses the seeker with 

His presence and a promise of be-

ing satisfied: ñAsk, and it shall be 

given youò (Mathew 7:7). 

So went my thoughts as I rum-

maged through my memories of 

the experiences I have enjoyed or, 

in some cases, survived by His 

grace over the past year or two.  I 

needed to find something to share 

that had touched me in some 

meaningful way.  I was reminded 

of my lifeôs verse that has meant so 

much to me: 

 

ñBut as for me, it is good to be 

near God; I have made the Sov-

ereign LORD my refuge; I will tell 

of all your deeds.ò   

(Psalm 73:28 NIV ) 

With the last part of that verse 

in mind, Iôll share something that 

struck me as I enjoyed my daily 

Bible reading: the essential disci-

pline of prayer and how God used 

it to help me. 

 One of the sweetest things 

about friendship is sharing, so 

when a friend and co-worker came 

to know Jesus as her Savior at the 

same time that He reclaimed me 

[TOR, November / December, 

2005], it was a double joy!  Our 

only topic of conversation had be-

come our discovery of the things 

of God as He revealed Himself to 

us, each in our own unique walk 

with Him.  There were animated 

discussions, exuberant praise, 

questions, awe, and affirmationð

ñYou check me, Iôll check you: itôs 

okay, the Bible says everyone who 

doesnôt follow Jesus will think 

weôre weird anyway, get used to 

it!ò  We often spurred each other 

on to discover new things in the 

Lord together, but one day I was 

stunned into ñdeer in the head-

lightsò silence by her question. 

ñWhy do we pray?ò she asked.  

ñI donôt see the point.  Why both-

er?ò 

I was at a loss for words.  Such 

a question had never crossed my 

mind, and I was totally unprepared 

to give an answer.  I managed to 

stutter out that itôs the way we 

communicate with God.  It was a 

lame response that didnôt answer 

her question, but it was the best I 

could do at the moment.  I knew 

that her thinking was faulty, but I 

didnôt know why: if God already 

knows the end from the beginning, 

and His will is going to be done 

regardless because He is sovereign, 

then what is the purpose of prayer? 

Surprisingly, her question took 

on real viability as I realized I did-

nôt have an answer.  It had serious 

merit.  How could I possibly pray 

effectively if I didnôt understand 

why I should pray in the first 

place? 

I found and read several books 

about prayer, and looked up sever-

al references from commentaries 

but I wanted to know Godôs 

thoughts, His reasons and purpose 

for my prayer life.  Taking notes as 

I came across prayer Scriptures in 

my daily Bible reading, I noticed 

first that Jesus prayed, often, and 

for hours, getting up early in the 

morning, fasting in prayer, being 

fed on food that the disciples had 
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no knowledge of.  And He instruct-

ed us to pray, giving us the pattern 

of the Lordôs Prayer. 

So right away, there was the 

first purpose of prayer: to follow 

His example and obey Him. 

The Bible instructs us in other 

places to pray always in the Spirit 

(Ephesians 6:18); without ceasing 

(1 Thessalonians 5:17); privately 

(Matthew 6:6); corporately 

(Matthew 18:20); sincerely 

(Matthew 6:5); and carefully 

(Ecclesiastes 5:2).  These are im-

portant to apply in prayer but they 

deal with how to pray, not the pur-

pose of prayer itself.  I was tempt-

ed to wander down the long rabbit 

trail of what we pray for, and thatôs 

interesting and certainly worth 

looking into, but not relevant to 

this point. 

Taking notice of the first few 

words of the Lordôs Prayer (Luke 

11:1) gives another purpose for 

prayer.  It honors God.  For what-

ever reason, be it worship or inter-

cession, asking for healing or per-

sonal needs, or for any other rea-

son at all, when a believer humbly 

approaches the mercy seat through 

our Lord Jesus Christ, giving up 

our own will and asking that His 

will to be done regarding our re-

quest, it glorifies God and He is 

delighted with our prayers!  ñThe 

prayer of the upright is His de-

lightò (Proverbs 15:8).  We honor 

and glorify Him in our prayers 

when we recognize Him for who 

He isðour Sovereign Lord, Crea-

tor, Provider of all our needs and 

desiresðand as we sojourn with 

Him here on the earth, freely and 

willingly serving Him.  ñYe are 

strangers and sojourners with Me,ò 

He told Israel (Leviticus 25:23). 

 It took me quite some time to 

accumulate and process this infor-

mation.  There are some pretty 

awesome things hereðside roads 

to be discussed and developed fur-

ther.  But to keep to the subject, 

Iôll use it as a springboard for a 

final observation on a third, most 

important purpose for prayer. 

While reading through Exodus 

and the account of Israel being led 

out of Egypt, I was struck by the 

thought that God had a pre-set de-

sign and a purpose for which He 

used Moses and Aaron as fulfilling 

agents.  That plan was to reveal 

Himself to His people and also to 

the Egyptians and to extricate His 

people from the heavy yoke of 

bondage and oppression.  In Egypt, 

He humbled the proud and exalted 

the poor.  Moses, being the most 

humble man on earth was given 

ñgod statusò to Pharaoh, and Aaron 

was his prophet. 

But they both worked with 

God, in His name, not for their 

own glory, humbly and in obedi-

ence to His will, in cooperation 

with His plan, and with faith and 

trust in His faithfulness, His pow-

er, His majesty and sovereignty.  

The very same scenario is found in 

Isaiah 58. 

In Isaiah 58:1-9 thereôs a snap-

shot of Godôs heart, revealing this 

purpose of prayer.  The context is 

important here: in this chapter God 

was taking Israel to task for their 

sin, corruption and false pretense 

in fasting.  God practically shouts 

at them, trying make them hear.  

He tells Isaiah, ñLift up your voice 

like a trumpet!  Donôt hold back!  

Declare to my people.ò  And He 

cites their transgressions and sins 

and pretense in fasting and seeking 

Him. 

But then in verses 6-9, God 

pours out His heart for every sin-

ner on the face of the earth that is 

heavily burdened, chained, and 

unable to extricate himself.  He 

poignantly declares His love and 

desire for the lost to be saved as 

He tells His people what He has 

chosen as an ñacceptable day to the 

Lord.ò  He chooses a fast ñTo 

loose the bonds of wickedness, to 

undo the bands of the yoke, and to 

let the oppressed go free, and that 

ye break every yoke!ò 

I will reflect here to say that I 

donôt believe there is a stronger 

chain or heavier yoke than that of 

an addiction.  Two years ago on 

September fifth, I was granted the 

courage and faith to seek my free-

dom from cigarette smoking.  The 

Bible School at Fairwood heard the 

call to arms and went to battle in 

prayer for me, as I struggled fierce-

ly 600 miles away.  By the begin-

ning of the fourth day, that yoke 

was broken and this captive was 

set free!  Praise the Lord for His 

love for me, so profoundly ex-

pressed in His desire that I, then a 

captive, be freed from that burden. 

It was His power that broke 

that heavy yoke, and it was the 

faith and the prayers of the right-

eous that He called into battle and 

used to loose the power to win my 

freedom.  The point of it all, to me, 

is that it was His purpose that was 

accomplished.  This is the way of 

prayer; this is the function of pray-

erðto work in concert with Him to 

bring about His declared purposes 

on earth. J 

 
 

Ivy is the Office Administrator for 
the Mid-Atlantic District Office of the 
Christian and Missionary Alliance. 
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W HILE salvation is by grace 

through faithðGodôs mar-

velous gift for the person who 

trusts the Lord Jesus Christ as Lord 

and Savior (Ephesians 2:8-9)ðthe 

daily, weekly, monthly and yearly 

blessings of the Christian experi-

ence do not come without pain and 

sacrifice (2 Peter 1:5-11).  Matur-

ing as a follower of Jesus Christ 

involves discipline.  In the previ-

ous articles in this series on world 

proofing our children, I have 

claimed that the challenge to equip 

our children to live in the world 

according to what Scripture says 

about the world requires hard work 

and dedication.  There is no gain 

without pain. 

It matters little whether we are 

talking about the discipline of 

managing time, money, or self; all 

disciplines affect, positively or 

negatively, all other disciplines.  

The lack of discipline in eating , 

exercising, spending, and time-use 

inevitably carries over into the 

spiritual disciplines.  When one 

experiences difficulty controlling 

his physical appetites, it is often a 

symptom of his inability to be con-

sistent in spiritual discipline as 

well. 

One of the better thinkers on 

the subject of spiritual disciplines 

is Richard Foster, author of several 

excellent books on the subject, the 

most notable being Celebration of 

Discipline: The Path to Spiritual 

Growth.  Fosterôs opening remarks 

in Celebration of Discipline set the 

tone for our present discussion of 

the importance of instilling spiritu-

al disciplines within our children.  

He writes, ñSuperficiality is the 

curse of our age.  The doctrine of 

instant gratification is a primary 

spiritual problem.  The desperate 

need today is not for a greater 

number of intelligent people, or 

gifted people, but for deep people.ò 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Discipline of   

Simplicity 
by Mark B. Blocher 



NOVEMBER/DECEMBER  2007    \    TIMES OF RESTORATION  15 

Who could argue with this 

basic assertion?  Superficiality 

within Christendom is the rule, not 

the exception.  It should surprise 

no one that worldly influences 

feast on youth in our churches.  

Non-Christian academics all too 

often trash the Christian beliefs of 

the young, because parents and the 

Church have not properly schooled 

them in the ways of authentic Bib-

lical Christianity, including the 

spiritual disciplines which adorn it.  

In this brief article I will focus on 

one of those disciplines which is of 

special importance as we consider 

world proofing our children: the 

discipline of simplicity. 

 

 

The Discipline of  
Simplicity 
 

There is an important lesson to 

be learned from the recent release 

of the Apple iPhone, an electronic 

communications gadget that drew 

thousands to wait in line as long as 

26 hours to purchase.  Consumers 

sacrificed a day of their lives just 

to be among the first to own one.  

However, within days of its release 

purchasers were already flooding 

Apple headquarters with com-

plaints about the device not mak-

ing them as happy as was adver-

tised. 

Such fickleness is characteris-

tic of an affluent and easily-bored 

culture.  If you are looking for a 

place to distinguish Christianity 

from the world, start with liberat-

ing yourself and your children 

from the idolatry that affluence 

brings.  In speaking to a far less 

affluent culture than our own, the 

Lord Jesus said, ñWatch out! Be 

on your guard against all kinds of 

greed; a manôs life does not consist 

in the abundance of his posses-

sionsò (Luke 12:15, NIV).  

Churchgoers will nod in agreement 

when this passage is read during a 

worship service, but when we look 

at the cars we drive, the homes we 

live in and the vacation trips we 

take, there is reason to doubt the 

depth of our commitment to its 

underlying virtue of simplicity. 

 

Simplifying life takes real 

work amid a consumer culture.  

Foster offers these actionable sug-

gestions: First, buy things for their 

usefulness, not their status.  Afflu-

ence not only contributes to a cul-

ture that can satisfy basic needs, it 

creates new ñneeds.ò  How did our 

parents ever take long trips without 

cell phones, satellite radio, iPods, 

GameBoys, and GPS navigational 

devices?  How many times have 

you turned around and driven back 

home because you forgot your cell 

phone?  It has come to the place 

where people cannot even attend a 

church service without that elec-

tronic tether attached to their belt 

or snuggled in their purse. 

Second, Foster exhorts us to 

reject anything that produces an 

addiction in us.  One of my semi-

nary professors used to remind us, 

ñIf you possess something that you 

cannot give away, you donôt own 

it, it owns you.ò 

Third, Christians have a bad 

habit of willingly giving things 

away after they have exhausted 

their usefulness.  We will part with 

the computer with the smaller hard 

drive, slower microprocessor and 

obsolete peripherals because it no 

longer meets our ñneeds.ò  How 

many times are we willing to give 

away the fastest whiz-bang com-

puter and accept the older adequate 

version?  Adequate is seldom good 

enough.  We ñneedò the best. 

Missionary closets in many 

churches have been supplied with 

hand-me-downs by parishioners 

who no longer want the items.  

What about stocking the mission-

ary closet with new things and 

keeping the hand-me-downs our-

selves?  What sort of message 

would this send to our children? 

Fourth, Foster urges us to learn 

to enjoy things without having to 

own them.  I live near Lake Michi-

gan and my wife and I often make 

the short trip to the lakeshore to 

enjoy the beach and watch a sun-

set.  How much does that beach 

and sunset experience cost me?  

The price of the gas for my car and 

an ice cream cone for the return 

trip.  Even at $3 plus per gallon I 

can be assured that the last sunset I 

saw cost me far less than it cost the 

guy who owns the $300,000 condo 

right on the beach!  For the price 

of pitching a tent beside a lake in a 

state park, I can experience the 

pleasure of lakeside living, which 

is far less costly than buying 90 

feet of frontage, building a cottage, 

mowing an extra lawn, paying in-

flated property taxes, worrying 

about vandals when Iôm away, etc. 

I donôt have to own good art to 

enjoy good art.  This list is virtual-

ly endless. 

Fifth, teach your children to 

reject the buy now, pay later hype.  

There is no such thing.  While it 

may be true that you can delay 

(Continued on page 17) 

Simplifying life takes real work  
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For the Childrenôs Sake,  
Susan Schaeffer Macaulay, 1984 

Crossway Books 

 

Homeschooling Methods,  
edited by Paul and  

Gena Suarez, 2006 

Broadman & Holman Publishers 

 

 

A BOUT these books on related 

subjects I would like to stress 

right away that the first is not just 

for homeschoolers, or even just for 

parents.  I highly recommend it for 

teachers, grandparents, and anyone 

else who works with children.  It 

should encourage adults to look at 

children in a fresh way as individu-

al persons made by God with 

minds as deserving of respect as 

our own. 

Susan Schaeffer Macaulay 

tells of her own experience many 

years ago trying to find an appro-

priate school for her children.  She 

was living in England at the time 

and found a school which was pat-

terned on the work of Charlotte 

Mason, an educator who lived dur-

ing the Victorian Age.  The meth-

ods of Charlotte Mason are cur-

rently enjoying a revival among 

homeschoolers, but Macaulay is 

not interested only in homeschool-

ing.  The book explains ways in 

which anyone could use Char-

lotteôs ideas to enrich the lives of 

children around them. 

The most important idea is the 

recognition of children as persons, 

with minds that deserve to be fed 

with the best food we can give 

them.  For example, most children 

can understand and appreciate 

books far above their own reading 

levels.  Adults who take time to 

read aloud to children are feeding 

minds and hearts.  Besides encour-

aging the use of ñliving books,ò the 

author also gives suggestions for 

nature study and for introducing 

young children to good art and mu-

sic.  From my own experience as a 

teacher, I know that children have 

far more interest in real learning 

than we usually give them credit 

for. 

Along with respect for chil-

drenôs minds, the author also 

stresses giving children time to 

play, think, and use their imagina-

tions.  This does not mean that 

there should not be structured 

times to learn basics like math and 

phonics, but that we should not fill 

childrenôs schedules so full of 

structured activities that they have 

no time for old-fashioned play.  

Many other thought-provoking 

ideas are discussed, with the author 

adding her experience to the in-

sights of Charlotte Mason. 

The second book cited above 

 

 

 

 

TIME FOR SCHOOL 
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monetary payments on items 

until a later time, it is not true 

that those items delay their de-

preciation until you start mak-

ing payments.  The second law 

of thermodynamics (entropy) is 

already at work even if your 

payments are deferred for a 

year.  The stuff is often re-

duced to junk before it is paid 

off. 

Quite often when a person 

is committed to saving the 

money needed to purchase 

something desired, he or she 

will lose the desire or ñneedò 

for that item by the time the 

money is accumulated.  The 

discipline of simplicity in-

volves delaying gratification in 

order to give our God-given 

rational capacity time to catch 

up with our passions.  Impulse 

buying is undisciplined deci-

sion-making, and we accumu-

late regret and heartache one 

bad decision at a time.  Re-

member the law of accumula-

tion: single daily decisions re-

peated over time determine 

success or failure in life.  This 

aspect of simplicity is particu-

larly important for our children 

when you consider how many 

college students get in over 

their heads in credit card debt 

before they even have that job 

for which they are studying. 

If we look carefully at the 

earthly life of the Lord Jesus 

we can see simplicity incar-

nate.  The goal of learning the 

discipline of simplicity is not to 

achieve some higher plane of 

spirituality, but to better repre-

sent before a watching world 

who Jesus Christ is.  The world 

does not really know what to 

do with the person who does 

not live for the things he can 

possess. J 

(Continued from page 15) 

is particularly for homeschoolers.  

As part of my work, I have attend-

ed a number of home school con-

ventions, and I know the incredible 

number of choices clamoring for 

the customerôs attention.  I have 

seen mothers attending for the first 

time reduced to tears by the at-

tempt to make wise choices, so I 

was pleased to discover this little 

book.  It consists of essays cover-

ing a wide range of approaches to 

home education.  Each essay is 

written by someone especially 

knowledgeable about that ap-

proach.  The philosophy behind 

each method is explained, along 

with reasons why it might work for 

you, and tips on how to get started.  

You will find descriptions of the 

Charlotte Mason approach men-

tioned above, classical homeschool-

ing, unit studies, traditional text-

book use, ñunschooling,ò and 

more. 

You do not need to read the 

book in any particular order, so 

start with a method that intrigues 

you.  However, you will eventually 

want to read it all, as you may find 

something that you never thought 

of doing is just what your family 

needs.  There is much food here 

for the experienced homeschooler 

as well as the beginner.  Under-

standing the method or philosophy 

that you want to pursue should 

greatly cut down the choices to be 

made when attending a convention 

or reading the latest catalog stuffed 

in your mailbox. J 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 Reviewer Miriam Homer works 
at Math-U-See of Peach Bottom, 
Pennsylvania, a manipulative-based 
teaching program for mathematics. 

Copyright 2007 Mark B. Blocher. All rights reserved. Used by permission.  The author is president of Christian 

Worldview Concepts, a teaching and writing ministry dedicated to providing the resources and ideas needed to construct a 

Biblical worldview. You may reach him at Mark_B_Blocher@cornerstone.edu.  Contributed by David H. Murray. 
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W HAT I am describing is full-time service in 

Christian work, with no time to earn money in 

the usual sense.  As I understand it, that is the life in-

tended for us by Jesusô words in the Sermon on the 

Mount: ñSeek ye first His kingdom and His righteous-

ness; and all these things shall be added unto you.ò 

 There are circumstances which make it impossi-

ble for some persons to give full-time service.  I have 

experienced both conditions, and I consider it a real 

privilege to be free so that I can devote all my time and 

strength to the Master. 

 And let me add right here that the life of faith 

which I am recounting is not one of ease.  It means full

-time service day and night, with no such things as 

time clocks or ñpaid vacations.ò  God does not encour-

age idleness.  Diligence is the watchword, and one 

must remember that his time is never his own.  All 

oneôs time is Godôs and it must not be wasted.  On no 

other basis will He supply needs supernaturally. 

 To live such a life, then, does not mean for me to 

exchange earning money for getting on my knees and 

spending all my time praying for food and clothing.  

No, but rather to go to work preaching the Gospel, car-

ing for the sick, and in every conceivable way getting 

in the great Harvest of God, while at the same time 

seeking to attain His righteousness all through my be-

ing. 

 It is no light and easy task.  It means to be fully 

subject to a heavenly Monarch in all my thoughts and 

actions, and it means further that His interests always 

come first, whether in time, order, or importance.  It 

means that as I extend His sway in my own life, I work 

unceasingly to have it extended in the lives of every-

one else throughout the world.   

 One must also be absolutely under the control of 

the Holy Spirit.  To seek first the Kingdom implies 

perfect subjection to the King.  One cannot merely be 

a nominal subject while he actually makes his own 

decision and does about as he pleases with his time 

and talent.  Rather he must look to the King for direc-

tions, constantly and without reservation. 

 Now here is an instance where He taught me hu-

mility and patience.  I had prayed for something and 

felt sure I had believed, but the answer had not come.  

So I said to God, probably with some heat, ñI gave you 

faith, but you have not answered.ò  He replied almost 

at once with these words impressed on my mind: ñYe 

have need of patience.ò 

 I felt rebellious, for I had determined to be an 

outstanding believer (alas for my conceit!) and I did 

not care about patience.  But I knew God was talking 

to me, so I bowed my spirit and began to search the 

Bible on the subject.  Having never before considered 

the value of this particular fruit of the Spirit, I now 

sought it with all my heart.  That lesson proved far 

more precious to me than the article for which I had 

been praying. 

 I found He often used the supplying of my needs 

to teach me true spirituality.  In 1901, for example, in 

the company of Miss Rose Tiedeman, another student 

in the School, I was sent to do house-to-house evange-

lism in the city of Portland, Maine.  At the time I had 

 

 

Fifty Years Ago: 1957 

 
THE ñLIFE OF FAITHò 

 
 Dr. Ida M. Miller arrived at Shiloh as a young woman of 25 in 1900.  Her training as a physician was value  

 able to the new institution, but God had another kind of training in mind for her.  About 50 years later she 

 wrote about some lessons she had learned which are never out of date, titling it, ñWhat the Life of Faith 

 Means to Me.ò  Excerpts follow. 
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been given money for a new pair of shoes, so I bought 

the style I liked and the size I had been wearing.  But 

much walking on city pavements made my feet enlarge 

just enough that the new shoes became extremely un-

comfortable.  When they got unendurable, I proposed 

to Miss Tiedeman that we exchange.  Hers were also 

new, and a little largerðtoo large for her, as it turned 

outðbut: they were a style I did not like. 

 The exchanged proved most satisfactory except 

for the style.  After a few days we changed back, but to 

no avail, so we exchanged for good.  My feet were 

now comfortable, but not at all stylish, to my mind.  I 

think I was rather fussy about such mattersðrather 

choosy, as the saying goesðand likely had not been 

led by the Spirit when I bought my shoes.  I had not 

prayed especially, for I thought I knew what I wanted!  

But God knew better, and while providing the shoes I 

needed was helping me deny pride as well.  ñHis right-

eousnessò is so much finer than our own! 

 Dr. Miller died just short of her 100th birth-

day, having richly illustrated the Life of Faith.  

May we ñGo and do likewise.ò J 

 

 

 

 Reprinted from The Standard, November 1957,  

pp. 170-173. 

I N NOVEMBER and December of 1907, the Coro-

netôs world voyage underwent a pleasant and 

planned delay.  She made rendezvous with the barken-

tine Kingdom at San Salvador, where Columbus had 

first laid eyes on the New World, and thereafter the 

two vessels sailed in company for several weeks. 

 The purpose of this stop was three-foldðto trans

-ship supplies from Kingdom to Coronet, to allow fam-

ilies of Coronetôs crew a brief reunion before the long-

est part of the trip, and most importantly to send a 

wave of spiritual refreshment and updating back to 

Shiloh. 

 As part of the latter, Mr. Sandford took the occa-

sion to share a God-given direction to his soul with 

them all.  He had heard the words, ñAnoint them,ò 

meaning both shipsô companies and the prayer sup-

porters back home.  But anointed for what?  One sailor 

wrote home about it, explaining what it meant to him:  

ñThis meant for him to anoint all the people for a holy 

priesthoodé. So you are all anointed by Jehovahôs 

permission to be a holy priesthood.ò 

 Something fundamental was stamped into the 

fabric of the movement that day.  Whatever it had 

seemed like before, they now saw in the Spirit that 

their mission was to be an intercessory one, with a rep-

resentative function in behalf of all Israel and finally 

the Gentiles.  It was apparently not Godôs intent for the 

ñlittle stoneò to ñbecome a great mountain and fill the 

whole earthò right away.  That would come later. 

 From this it began to become clear that while the 

Kingdom had been restored as a viable entity on earth, 

and while it lay at the very core of that ñlittle stone,ò 

yet it would never (in its current ñembryonic stageò as 

they thought of it) become numerically significant in a 

worldly sense.  Rather, its ministry prior to the Kingôs 

return was going to be a priestly one, standing fast un-

til all Godôs people should enter into their spiritual 

inheritance. 

 On board ship that day, they studied the prophe-

cies of Isaiah, finding in chapter 9 that the ñyokeò of 

evil would be ñbroken as in the day of Midianòða 

reference to Gideonôs great victory despite over-

whelming odds against him.  The next chapter spoke 

of the yoke of the Antichrist himself, which also was 

to be ñdestroyedòðand by a specific means: ñby rea-

son of the anointing.ò 

 The parallel was striking: though destined per-

haps to remain small, this intercessory movement had 

here received an ñanointingò which would empower it 

to succeed despite all that hell could bring against it.  

From that day forward, the role of hidden intercession, 

holding fast in the face of a downward tide of evil, 

would become a hallmark of the people and their spir-

itual legatees in the years to come. J 

 

One Hundred Years Ago:    1907 
 

CALLED TO INTERCESSION 



20  TIMES OF RESTORATION    \   NOVEMBER/DECEMBER  2007 

M ODESTY is a word 

not commonly used 

these days.  Most people hardly 

know what the word actually 

means, and for many it brings to 

mind images of over-dressed 

women of the 1800ôs or some 

such thing.  But modesty is actu-

ally a very wonderful thing, much 

deeper than the clothes you wear, 

which are only the outward ex-

pression of it.  Modesty is a mat-

ter of the heart.  The word modes-

ty literally means to have a proper 

estimation of oneôs own self.  

This means to not think too high-

ly or too lowly of yourself, but to 

really have peace in knowing who 

you are. This is why modesty is 

all but lost in society today, be-

cause people are very confused 

about who they areðespecially 

women. 

 Women have such a won-

derful, special purpose.  God cre-

ated woman to be a friend and a 

helper for man.  She was created 

to be a wife and a mother, to raise 

children who would in turn know 

who they were created to be.  In 

this she would find peace and 

rest.  Sadly enough today though, 

many women strive to be some-

thing ñbetter.ò 

 But the good news that 

weôve found is that there is noth-

ing better than becoming who you 

were truly created to be.  In this 

we are learning to have true mod-

esty, that is, a true estimation of 

ourselves.  We are not pitiful little 

housewives that are bossed 

around all day by overbearing 

men, but we are happy, liberated 

women who willingly submit our-

selves to our loving husbands.  

We are finding the true joy that 

comes from being in Godôs prop-

er order. This is where true mod-

esty comes from. 

 Woman was created to be 

the wife of one man.  She was 

never meant to have any other 

sexual relationship with a man 

outside of this context.  However, 

in the confusion of the world to-

day, people have many girlfriends 

and boyfriends before they finally 

settle down (if they ever do).  

Many times women carry them-

selves in a way so as to draw at-

tention, trying to be attractive or 

desirable to a man.  But if a wom-

an realized that she was meant for 

only one man, to be his wife and 

be desirable to him only, then this 

drive in her to attract the attention 

of other men would not be there. 

 Another definition of the 

word modest is ñunpretentious.ò  

This means not trying to make 

 
 

 
The words that follow are  
written as an anonymous  

testimony, but they are true 
words and right from the  
heart.  They deserve to be  
heard with the heart, as  

well, in this age of rampant  
immodesty.  While the  

subject includes both men  
and women, this writer 
 chiefly addresses the  

responsibilities of women. 
 

Modesty 
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yourself look like something you 

are not, which is something that 

many women often do.  Woman 

is not meant to rule over man, 

however this is hard for many of 

todayôs women to accept.  Wom-

an is meant to save her affections 

for her husband, and to willingly 

give herself to him and submit to 

him.  In the same way, a man is 

meant to be the husband of one 

woman whom he loves and cares 

for in every way.  In this loving 

relationship they would bring 

forth happy, respectful and secure 

children.  She is created to be a 

mother to those children and raise 

them up according to her hus-

bandôs heart.  She is meant to 

brood over these children and 

wholly devote herself to them and 

make them her priority until they 

are fully trained in the way they 

should go.  What a wonderful 

purpose! 

 But many women are not 

content with this.  Instead of find-

ing peace in who they are, they 

strive to be what they are not.  

They want careers, or money, or 

whatever they think will give 

them identity and fulfillment.  But 

a woman who has modesty knows 

who she is.  She is unpretentious.  

She doesnôt need to try to become 

ñgreaterò than she was created to 

be.  She is content with the peace 

that comes from doing what she 

was created to do. 

 If a woman is under the 

bondage of having to dress a cer-

tain way, or put on make-up, or 

modify her behavior to be what 

the world might consider success-

ful or attractive, she is not really 

liberated. 

 When a woman knows her 

great worth and dignity, she is 

able to dress and behave with 

modesty.  The reason that many 

women act and dress in a way 

that calls attention to themselves 

is because they lack inner worth.  

They are attempting to ñfeel bet-

ter about themselves.ò  However, 

their immodesty only leaves them 

feeling dirty, low, and empty in-

side. 

Immodesty is much more 

than merely the way you dress.  It 

is also the way you speak, the 

way you behave, and the way you 

carry yourself.  No matter how 

hard a woman tries to boost her 

self-esteem in these various ways, 

she will always come up short, 

because something deep inside of 

her needs to be fulfilled.  It will 

only be fulfilled in finding securi-

ty in her proper role as a woman. 

Modesty is a matter of the 

heart.  It is not usually thought of 

in this way, but if a woman truly 

has an inner peace with who she 

is, then the outward sign will be 

the discreet way she dresses and 

her submissive, gentle behavior.  

It actually says in the Bible in 1 

Peter 3:3-5,  

ñDo not let your 

adornment be 

outwardð

arranging the 

hair, wearing 

gold, or putting 

on fine apparel; 

rather let it be 

the hidden per-

son of the heart, 

with the incor-

ruptible beauty 

of a gentle and 

quiet spirit, 

which is very 

precious in the 

sight of God. 

For in this man-

ner, in former 

times, the holy 

women who 

trusted in God 

also adorned 

themselves, be-

ing submissive 

to their own 

husbands.ò 

This is what God has always in-

tended for woman, and it hasnôt 

changed, although society has 

continued to grow in confusion.

 Deep down inside, every 

mother wants to be able to pass 

on to her daughter the vision to 

keep herself pure.  But in the 

world today, where immodesty 

and immorality (which really go 

hand in hand) are so accepted, 

how can someone have hope to 

raise a pure young woman?    

 [The writer concludes by 

saying that today there certainly 

is that hope, based on the restora-

tion of true modesty springing 

from the heart, and we would 

echo that truth.  We pray that all 

mothers and fathers who read the-

se words will take courage and 

renew their battle to regain the 

high ground of godly modesty 

from the worldly culture that sur-

rounds us.] J 

 

 

Used by permission and taken from the website www.Twelvetribes.org.  TIMES OF RESTORATION does not 

endorse all the doctrine found at this site, but we do endorse the words quoted above. 
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Evangelists threatened and 

accused of forcible conversions 

 

A team of evangelists was 

threatened by Hindu militants 

while distributing Christian 

literature to children in the town of 

Nagarkurnool, Andhra Pradesh on 

August 8, according to a report 

from the All India Christian 

Council.  Four women, a pastor, 

and a few members of the 

Mennonite Brethren Assembly had 

stopped at a local restaurant when 

they were surrounded by children 

from a nearby school who asked 

them for tracts and books.  The 

militants approached the Christians 

and threatened to beat them if they 

did not leave.  The Christians left 

town but later returned in order to 

interact with the children and other 

local people.  The militants then 

alerted the local media about the 

incident.  The media photographed 

the team and published false 

reports that claimed the Christians 

were forcibly converting people. 

Our prayers are needed that 

these folks will remain steadfast in 

the work the Lord has given them 

and that God will thwart the 

militantsô efforts to slander and 

intimidate. 

ðPersecution and prayer 

Alert, VOM, Canada, August 15, 

2007 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Voice of the Martyrs calls for 

continued prayer for kidnapped 

south Korean Christians 

 

Update: on August 13, two of 

the 23 South Koreans kidnapped 

by the Taliban in mid-July were 

freed in rural Afghanistan.  

According to media reports, the 

two women were handed over to 

International Red Cross officials.  

The Voice of the Martyrs called on 

believers around the world to 

continue praying for the 19 

 

 

 

 

 

òIn Everything By Prayeró 
 

Submitted by Therrill E. Morgan, Wesley Chapel, Florida 
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NOVEMBER/DECEMBER  2007    \    TIMES OF RESTORATION  23 

remaining Korean aid workers, and 

our prayers have been answered.  

Please also remember the families 

of the two men in the group who 

were killed previously.  Ask that 

the Holy Spirit convict the hearts 

of the Taliban and that the 

testimony of these believers will 

draw others into fellowship with 

Christ. 

 

 

 

 

Christians experiencing hard-

ship after Red Mosque attack 

 

Voice of the Martyrs has 

received in format ion that 

Christians are experiencing 

increased hardships after the 

attacks at the Red Mosque last 

summer.  In an unrelated incident 

in July, a VOM contact who is a 

Muslim convert, was attacked by 

three strangers while he was 

sleeping in a hotel room.  

Attackers tried to kill him, but God 

saved his life.  He sustained some 

wounds to his body and they are 

healing. 

We need to pray that heôll be 

protected from future attacks and 

that God will protect other 

believers in Pakistan as they 

continue sharing the gospel, 

despite immense challenges. 

ðVoice of the Martyrs News and 
Prayer Update: August 14, 2007 

  

 

Authorities threaten pastors 

with imprisonment  

 

In May, the secret police in 

Cuba threatened four pastors with 

25 to 50 years in prison if they 

continued receiving financial 

assistance from International 

Ministries.  The pastors were 

forced to sign documents 

renouncing the help.  Voice of the 

Martyrs contacts in Cuba report, 

ñThe secret police told them 

(pastors) that if they did not give 

up the financial help, they would 

be considered anti-revolutionary 

and conspirators against the 

government.  As a result, they are 

afraid and have not accepted help.ò 

Pray for these men as they 

share the gospel of Jesus Christ 

while facing difficult conditions, 

and ask God to provide for their 

families and that their lives will be 

a testimony to non-believers. 

ðVoice of the Martyrs sources 
 

Imprisoned elderly house church 

memberôs health worsens 

 

On august 17, the Voice of the 

Martyrs received information that 

imprisoned 76-year-old Shuang 

Shuying is seriously ill, and her 

family is seeking her immediate 

release on medical parole.  

Accord ing to China  Aid 

Association (CAA), a letter from 

Shuing's daughter-in-law, Wei 

Jumei said, ñWhen my family and 

I visited her, my mother-in-law 

was extremely sick.  Her hands 

were trembling and she looked 

pale.  Just a few hours of sleep a 

day has seriously damaged her 

health.  Prior to her imprisonment 

she weighed 121 pounds, but now 

weighs 88 pounds.  The verbal 

abuse she gets from fellow inmates 

and the psychological pressure she 

is subjected to, have made her 

miserable.ò 

Pray for the healing and 

release of Shuang Shuying as well 

as for protection for all the 

Christians in China. J 
 

 

ðChina Aid Association and 
Voice of the Martyrs News and prayer 
update, August 21, 2007 

 

 

 

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and  

supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.  

  
Philippians 4:6  
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A RIZONA  1911, Preamble. We, the people of the 

State of Arizona, grateful to Almighty God  for 

our liberties, do ordain this Constitution ...  

 

COLORADO  1876, Preamble. We, the people of 

Colorado, with profound reverence for the Supreme 

Ruler of the Universe ...  

 

IOWA  1857, Preamble. We, the People of the 

State of Iowa, grateful to the Supreme Being for the 

blessings hitherto enjoyed, and feeling our dependence 

on Him for a continuation of these blessings ... estab-

lish this Constitution ...  

 

MAINE  1820, Preamble. We the People of 

Maine ... acknowledging with grateful hearts the good-

ness of the Sovereign Ruler of the Universe in af-

fording us an opportunity ... and imploring His aid and 

direction ...  

 

MARYLAND  1776, Preamble. We, the people of 

the state of Maryland, grateful to Almighty God  for 

our civil and religious liberty ...  

 

MASSACHUSETTES 1780, Preamble. We...the 

people of Massachusetts, acknowledging with grateful 

hearts, the goodness of the Great Legislator of the 

Universe... in the course of His Providence, an oppor-

tunity ... and devoutly imploring His direction ...  

 

NEW HAMPSHIRE  1792, Part I. Art. I. Sec. V. 

Every individual has a natural and unalienable right to 

worship God according to the dictates of his own con-

science ...  

VERMONT  1777, Preamble. Whereas all govern-

ment ought to ... enable the individuals who compose 

it to enjoy their natural rights, and other blessings 

which the Author of Existence has bestowed on 

man ...  

 

VIRGINIA  1776, Bill of Rights, XVI ... Religion, 

or the Duty which we owe our Creator ... can be di-

rected only by Reason ... and that it is the mutual duty 

of all to practice Christian Forbearance, Love and 

Charity towards each other ...  

 

WASHINGTON  1889, Preamble. We the People 

of the State of Washington, grateful to the Supreme 

Ruler of the Universe for our liberties, do ordain this 

Constitution ...  

 

WEST VIRGINIA  1872, Preamble. Since 

through Divine Providence we enjoy the blessings of 

civil, political and religious liberty, we, the people of 

West Virginia ... reaffirm our faith in and constant reli-

ance upon God ...  

 

After reviewing acknowledgments of God from 

all 50 state constitutions, one is faced with the pro-

spect that maybe, just maybe, the ACLU and the 

out-of-control federal courts are wrong. J 
 
 

 

© 2003 WorldNetDaily.com. William Federer is a best-
selling author and president of Amerisearch Inc., a publish-
ing company dedicated to researching Americaôs noble her-
itage. Federerôs "American Minute" is featured each day in 
WorldNetDaily. Submitted by Neil R. Sandford 

 

 

SEPARATION OF GOD AND STATE? 
By William J. Federer 

 
 

 
America's founders did not intend for there to be a separation of God and state, as shown by the 

fact that all 50 states acknowledged God in their state constitutions. Following are several repre-

sentative statements, but it must be noted that all 50 states use similar language, acknowledging the 

hand of God in their origins. 
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ñL 
OT, Abramôs nephew, was living in Sod-

om, so they took him and all his posses-

sions.  But a man escaped and reported all this 

to Abram, the Hebrew, who was living near the 

sacred trees belonging to Mamre the Amorite.  

Mamre and his brothers Eshcol and Aner were 

Abramôs allies.  When Abram heard that his 

nephew had been captured, he called together 

all the fighting men in his camp, 318 in all, and 

pursued the four kings all the way to Dan.  

There he divided his men into groups, attacked 

the enemy by night, and defeated them.  He 

chased them as far as Hobah, north of Damas-

cus, and got back all the loot that had been tak-

en.  He also brought back his nephew Lot and 

his possessions, together with the women and 

the other prisoners.ò 

 This is all weôve been told.  For centuries 

this has been the story we heard of the brave 

exploits of Abraham and his men.  They came, 

they saw, they conquered.  But what really hap-

pened that night?  How did the battle unfold?  

What bold plans were made and carried out in 

the noble rescue?  This is that story, told now for 

the first time.  Listen, my friends, and learn. 

 It was nearing the third watch of the night.  

From their positions around the southern foot of 

the enemy camp, Horald was thinking of the up-

coming battle.  He was proud, and he had good 

reason to be proud.  Abraham had delegated 

combat leadership of the entire group of 318 

fighters to him.  It was the first time Abraham 

had not led them himself, and it was another 

clear sign to his men of their masterôs advancing 
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years.  Horald was 

finally getting his 

chance, and he in-

tended to make the 

most of it.  He rest-

ed his head in the 

dirt briefly, before 

getting back to the 

business at hand.  

The plan was all in 

order.  It was now 

simply a matter of 

execution. 

 From the ene-

my encampment a 

solitary horn sound-

ed across the dark 

landscape, signaling 

the changing of the 

guard.  Even as its 

harsh cry buried 

itself in the surrounding hills, Horald began a 

slow, stealthy movement toward the sleeping 

enemies, confident that 317 others were doing 

the same.  First on the death-list were the sen-

tries, posted at random intervals around the 

camp.  Half of them were drunk on freshly-

liberated wine, while the rest were simply unin-

terested in keeping too close a watch, anxious to 

get back to their tents. 

Each was dispatched quickly and efficiently, 

without so much as a thud, and six bodies were 

lowered gingerly to their final resting place in 

the dirt.  Phase one was behind them.  Phase two 

loomed large in the form of the drowsy camp: 

1700 men, four kings, and 1300 captives. 

 The plan, while not overly complicated, 

would nevertheless take perfect execution to 

avoid disaster.  All 318 men were painted black 

from head to waist with ashes and charcoal.  In 

the dim light of the campfires, they wanted to 

make sure there would be no doubt as to the 

friend-or-foe identity of each man.  No shirts or 

armor were worn for a variety of reasons.  Main-

ly it was easier to travel without them, and they 

did not want the added danger of light reflecting 

off metal or the clinking of armor to give them 

away. 

Horald looked at his men, his friends, as 

they all crept forward.  He lookedðand saw 

families, not indi-

viduals.  He saw 

their wives, their 

children, the people 

who would be scan-

ning his returning 

troops the next day, 

looking for a pre-

cious husband or 

son.  He felt the 

burden of their lives 

heavily, and he 

vowed to himself to 

do anything in his 

power to make sure 

that that scan would 

not come up empty. 

 They crept 

right into the midst 

of the enemy camp, 

the air heavy with 

the smell of smoke, sweat, and blood.  The pris-

oners were mostly in a central containment area.  

They were careful to watch for the womenð

hazards in that they were likely to raise an un-

witting alarm with a shriek at seeing the strange 

dark men moving among darker shadows.  Mov-

ing like ghosts, the soldiers flitted from man to 

slumbering man, knives at work, quietly cutting 

their way deeper into the camp.  Any women 

encountered were awakened with a hand over 

the mouth and a gentle word of reassurance.  

Then they were shepherded to a safer location a 

short distance away.  The battle, such as it was, 

was going as well as any of them could have 

hoped. 

 Horald paused for a moment in his mission 

of death to look around and take stock.  He no-

ticed tears on the faces of a few of his men, glis-

tening on cheeks stained with blood and face 

paint.  Though well trained, many of his boys 

were just thatðboys.  This was their first mis-

sion of any significance.  He wondered why it 

was all necessary, why it was always necessary, 

this killing and bloodshed.  The struggle of each 

man to make his mark on the world before pass-

ing on was a futile one, a pointless exercise of 

human nature.  His questioning eyes met with 

those of one of his younger charges and received 

a nervous smile in response.  Was innocence 
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really a thing to be lost so soon, and so abruptly?  

It was happening in front of his eyes, and his 

stomach churned at the thought. 

 At first the only sign of them to anyone 

awake would have been their watchful eyes, re-

flecting the moonlight amidst the carnage taking 

place silently around them.  But it was what the-

se eyes saw that created the problem.  And what 

nostrils were sensing as well.  The cattle were 

becoming increasingly restless as the stench of 

blood began filling the air.  Despite efforts to 

calm them, in the end all it took was one slip to 

explode the still of the night into chaos and pan-

ic. 

 A young heifer slid in the blood pooling 

around her hooves.  She lost her footing and 

went to her knees, striking her head against a 

pile of discarded armor.  The piercing bellow 

that proceeded from her mouth had a strange 

effect on those in the camp.  For a certain 318, 

frozen in place as one man, it spelled the end of 

an as yet easy mission.  For hundreds of others it 

represented a jarring lurch from well-earned 

slumber to battle-ready alertness, as bodies and 

minds trained for war came to instant attention.  

The game was afoot, and it was a game that nei-

ther side had wanted to play. 

 The night has a way of playing tricks on a 

manôs eyesight, and an imaginative mind simply 

took it one step further.  Upon seeing the half-

naked, red-on-black painted figures prancing 

around them in their dance of death, men forgot 

reason, and panic was quick to assume its empty 

seat.  For most, the battle was lost before it start-

ed, for who were they, they thought, to contend 

with the devil and all his imps?  Others, though, 

seized their weapons and began resisting, inflict-

ing not a few casualties on their attackers.  But 

they were too few and too scattered to have any 

real impact, and they soon fell before the blows 

of Horald and his courageous men.  For most, it 

was a mere five minutes between sleeps, with 

the second the far deeper and longer of the two.  

The shouts and clashing of weapons faded into 

the distance, as many feet raced away into the 

dark in a wild dash for escape. 

And just that quickly, it was over.  The cap-

tives began shouts of triumph, and confusion of 

a different sort erupted as they sought their pos-

sessions and their cattle. 

But Horald had a tough time making himself 

believe it was a victory.  Despite the glee of his 

remaining troops and the joyful dancing of the 

liberated people of Sodom, 13 men would be 

missing when he went homeð13 men that he, 

Horald, had led to their deaths.  Could he have 

planned better?  Had he made a mistake some-

where?  These were the thoughts stabbing his 

mind as he walked around the trashed encamp-

ment in the pre-dawn glow. 

Lives are lost in feuding, men are sacrificed 

on the altar of the battlefield to the chances of 

war.  That is how it was, that is how it always 

would be, and he could not undo what had hap-

pened.  He bowed his head in resignation, and 

closed his eyes for the first time in 24 hours.   

It was just about time to head for home, and 

he must report to Abraham his master.  More, 

there were anxious families waiting for loved 

ones to return. 

 Lifting the horn to his lips, he blew the sig-

nal to assemble, while the newly-freed captives 

continued to shout in gladness.  After all, Lot 

was among them, unharmed, and Abraham 

would rejoice.  Still, it would be a long march 

home. J 
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                                         Thanksgiving 

 

Our wealth is not our own, it comes from Heaven, 

Our raiment is no product of mere toil, 

Our shelter was provided by His goodness 

Our food springs from His blessing on the soil. 

 

Let no man thank his independent labor, 

Or think his welfare springs from his own hand; 

We are but harvesting Anotherôs planting, 

And reaping of His favor on the land. 

 

The lines have fallen to us in pleasant places, 

Of all men we should most show gratitude; 

Then let us throw our hearts into His praises 

And scorn to mouth some empty platitude. 

 

All good and perfect gifts come to us downward, 

Descending from a Father heart above; 

Make this Thanksgiving, then, one to remember, 

Let angels see how we match love with love. 

 
ïF. S. Murray, 1963 


