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O Jehovah how manifold are  
Thy works!  In wisdom hast 

Thou made them all. 
Psalm 104:24 
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A S IN recent months, we‟re continuing to explore the “ways of God” as revealed in His 

Word and by its application to our daily lives. Three concepts underlie this pursuit. 

First, we need to learn His Ways, just as Moses did. At the foot of Mt. Sinai, he 

prayed, “Show me now Thy ways, that I may know Thee, to the end that I may find favor 

in Thy sight.” All the more so today: we all need to learn God's ways, in order to know 

Him, to find His favor, and to live effectively in an evil society. 
Next comes the important realization that God's ways are contrary to the devil's ways, 

or the world's, or our own (the flesh's). A well-known example is Gideon's 300-man army, 

instead of many thousands. The few and insignificant were God's idea of an army! About 

250,000 would be the world's way or the fleshly way—but it wasn‟t God's. 

Finally we‟re inquiring about how both to find His ways (where does the Bible show 

us the answers?), and then to follow them (what do we do with this knowledge?). It's not 

enough to distinguish differences between God's ways and ours, but how do we adopt them 

and pursue them and practice them? In other words, we‟re seeking practical religion, not 

theological discussion. 

For this issue, then, we‟re looking at His Methods—how He goes about teaching and 

accomplishing His ways among us. Sometimes He uses prophets, sometimes He instructs 

with “pain on our beds” as with Job, or sometimes through Nature (as in Romans 1). He 

may use preaching, reward, and punishment, or He may employ mere human agents as His 

“tools” for working in us His desired outcome. 

So take a good look at the thoughts below. Here are some striking examples of human 

agency; now what does He expect of us as the outcome? A young man issues a challenge 

to surmount the ordinary and become active for the Most High in extending His Kingdom; 

and a young mother throws down the gauntlet in defiance of mediocrity regarding a specif-

ic area of modern Christian living. Together, they demonstrate that God has a wide pano-

ply of tools by which He teaches us His ways. 

These are words of serious exhortation. May the Holy Spirit use them to kindle our 

spirits into living flame. 
 

—Editor 

 The Ways of God, Part VIII  
 

 

 
 

òShow me now Thy ways.ó  
 

                                                  —Moses, the Man of God, Exodus 33:13 
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W HEN I read through the 

Bible and note the vari-

ous ways God chooses 

people to accomplish His purposes 

for humanity, I can‟t help asking 

myself, What was God think-

ing?  Specifically when it comes to 

recruiting agents to advance His 

Kingdom, it seems He delights in 

using unexpected people in unim-

aginable ways.  It‟s almost as if He 

deliberately chooses ways that 

seem illogical to us.  Perhaps He 

likes to befuddle us in order to 

keep us guessing, but it‟s more 

likely He does it in order to con-

vince us that even we can be used 

by Him.  Whatever the case, I‟ve 

found encouragement from exam-

ining how God used people in the 

Bible.  It gives me hope for my 

own usefulness. 

Let‟s look specifically at the 

example of King David.  We read 

in 1 Samuel that once Saul had 

veered from the path God had set 

for him, God sent Samuel out to 

anoint a new man. The sons of Jes-

se were lined up before the proph-

et. My guess is that among them 

there were some fairly upstanding, 

kingly sorts of men, at least on the 

outside.  Of course, we know that 

God “does not see as man sees”; so 

He prompted Samuel to ask, “Are 

all the young men here?”  Then 

David arrived on the scene.  What 

was on his resume?  Not much. 

Shepherding. Chores. Running 

Errands. Big Deal. Not exactly 

king material. What did David por-

tray that recommended him to 

Samuel? The Bible says little: He 

was “ruddy, with bright eyes, and 

good looking.” Those are outward 

traits, which we already know are 

not what God sees. 

Then what did God see in Da-

vid‟s heart?  Let‟s be careful to 

note this, because it is essential for 

us to emulate David‟s set of soul in 

our day.  The call is still going out, 

and prophets are still asking, “Are 

all the young men here?”  

It‟s quite simple. David was 

available. Little did he know what 

God had in mind for him. He prob-

ably never dreamed he would have 

one of the premier roles in God‟s 

Kingdom or that his line would 

someday bring the Hope of man-

kind.  We don‟t know exactly what 

went through David‟s mind that 

day, but the fact of the matter is 

that God chose him, and when he 

received the anointing, the Spirit of 

Jehovah came upon him “from that 

day forward.” God selects willing 

hearts to advance the King-

dom.  He doesn‟t look for the most 

outwardly qualified, but the most 

inwardly ready.  

But what happened next?  David 

went back to tending sheep, along 

with the occasional trip to soothe 

King Saul with a little harp play-

ing. David spent a lot of time do-

ing mundane things, even though 

he had been anointed by God‟s 

prophet and filled with the Spirit. 

He might have been tempted to 

feel the anointing was wast-

ed.  Maybe he wondered why God 

wasn‟t using him, confused about 

why he, the anointed king, was 

stuck back in a shepherd‟s posi-

tion. Similarly, I often find myself 

frustrated with the things that oc-

cupy my time.  I come home from 

work at the camera store some 

days feeling that in the light of 

eternity, the day was a complete 

waste of time.  How is selling cam-

eras seeking first God‟s King-

dom?    

We know David had negative 

 

òIs There Not a 
Cause?ó 

        by Bradley Pass, Stockbridge, Georgia  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                            Unlikely agents can still slay giants 

 
 
 

Prophets are  
still asking, òAre 

all the young 
men here?ó  
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thoughts thrust at him, even from 

his own brothers. When he showed 

up during the stalemate with Goli-

ath, Eliab said, “Why did you 

come down here? And with whom 

have you left those few sheep in 

the wilderness?” Eliab belittled 

David‟s worth.  I don‟t know how 

David felt at such times, but I 

know how I would have felt.  It is 

so easy to belittle our own useful-

ness for God.  The world, the flesh, 

and the devil gang up on us trying 

to make us believe that God cannot 

use us.  We see Goliaths in the 

world and in our lives, and when 

we go to tackle them in prayer, as 

is our duty, we hear the whispers: 

Why did you come down here? And 

with whom have you left those few 

sheep in the wilderness?  I some-

times feel that way about my per-

sonal ministry, that the only people 

I am affecting are a few who could 

aptly be described as “sheep in the 

wilderness.”  But thank God for 

David‟s example!  When his broth-

er tried to discourage him by dis-

missing his worth, what did he 

do?  He shot right back, “What 

have I done now, is there not a 

cause?” 

David could not abide the Phil-

istine defying the armies of the 

living God, and God used him for 

His purposes, to defeat the liar and 

pave the way for the armies of 

righteousness to advance.  We 

have a similar calling.  We must 

not let anything or anyone con-

vince us that our place in the King-

dom of God is so small and incon-

sequential that we have to sit back 

and abide the modern Philistine 

who opens his mouth to defy the 

Living God.   

There was a cause for David, 

and there is a cause for us today. 

God may be having me toil with a 

bunch of sheep for now, but by His 

grace I am looking for the bat-

tle.  David received the anointing 

of the Spirit, and that same anoint-

ing is available for us.  David had 

his Goliath, and we will have 

ours. In the broader picture, God 

wants us to cooperate with Him to 

see His Kingdom established, and 

David connected with that same 

“cause” in his day.  He had what 

must have been long and lonely 

days tending his “few sheep,” and 

we know enough about his melan-

choly nature from the Psalms to 

understand that he must have been 

discouraged at some points.  

But I note that none of this 

kept him from the battle. When the 

Kingdom was under attack, the 

young man went where the action 

was.  This is a key point for us to-

day.  There are both large and 

small decisions that we can make 

that make us more ready and able 

to meet the attack.  Are we in-

volved with any ministry that isn‟t 

focused on seeing the Kingdom 

advanced? Are we willing, if God 

calls, to relocate in order to be in-

volved with others of like-minded 

vision?  Are we content for our 

daily prayers to be limited to “Give 

us this day our daily bread,” in-

stead of pursuing “Thy kingdom 

come?” Has the Kingdom come in 

o u r  h o me s ,  an d  i n  o u r 

hearts?  Have we taken the place 

where God has put us right now as 

territory for the Kingdom? Are we 

drawing closer to the center of the 

action, or are we allowing our-

selves to get side-tracked by the 

pursuits of this world?  Do we use 

our weaknesses or circumstances 

to justify leaving the battle to oth-

ers?   

All through the Bible we have 

examples of those who were will-

ing to obey God and leave the re-

sults up to Him.  He used them 

despite their perceived limita-

tions.  By faith, Abel in simple 

obedience made a “more excellent 

sacrifice.” Noah said yes, and 

“moved with godly fear” he pre-

pared an ark.  Abraham was called 

out “not knowing where he was 

going” and sojourned in the land of 

promise. Moses was afraid to 

speak and lead, but God spoke and 

led through him.  All God needed 

from Samuel as a small boy was 

his reply, “Speak Lord, your serv-

ant listens.”  Take note of this 

when you read the Bible.  You will 

find people who struggled with the 

same things we do, but they be-

came heroes of faith. 

Hebrews 11:33-34 sums it up 

well. Such people “through faith 

subdued kingdoms, worked right-

eousness, obtained promises, 

stopped the mouths of lions, 

quenched the violence of fire, es-

caped the edge of the sword, out of 

weakness became strong, became 

valiant in battle, and turned to 

flight the armies of the al-

iens.”  There is no weakness that 

you or I have that God hasn‟t con-

quered in someone else to see His 

purposes accomplished. God 

doesn‟t limit us; He uses us.   

I don‟t know what purpose 

God has for me and my generation 

to do, but He has something. There 

are Goliaths roaming the 

world.  God grant us the grace to 

stand against the Philistines of to-

day. > 

 

A salesman for Ritz Camera, Brad 
and his wife Claire are enthusiastic 
supporters at Open Door Chapel in 
McDonough.  

 
 
 

There was a  
cause for David,  

and there is  
a cause  

for us today. 
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LETTER TO AMANDA 
 
 
 

      by Cherilyn Bright, New Boston, New Hampshire 

 

 

 

 

 

A young mother acts as an agent of truth  
in the Churchõs own òculture waró 
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 thanks for checking in on us and asking why I 

didn‟t attend the Christmas party last night. No, we are 

not sick. Don‟t worry! We‟re all totally fine. Andrew 

had a really tough day emotionally when he asked lots 

of questions about why he couldn‟t live with his birth-

mother, and why he couldn‟t come to us when he was 

first born, and why I didn‟t know his mom‟s phone 

number, because he wanted to call her and tell her he 

missed her. The poor boy has way too much to pro-

cess. 

 So anyway, I was exhausted after a long and 

draining day and wanted to be with him at bedtime for 

our normal evening routine. That is what I‟m telling 

most people when they ask why I didn‟t attend the so-

cial occasion of the year among the local mothers. It is 

the truth, but only part of the truth, and I think we have 

been through enough together that you deserve to 

know the totality of my reasons for not attending. 

 I know this will be mildly offensive and come 

across as judgmental, and I don‟t intend that at all. I‟m 

just telling you because I think you will appreciate 

honesty. I couldn’t stand the thought of spending an 

evening watching people giggling, and schmoozing, 

and drinking alcohol. 

 My thinking has changed a lot in the past year. 

When you and I first met several years ago, we were 

comparing our stances on various issues (since we 

both come from conservative backgrounds) and found 

we agreed on dozens of things. We have a lot in com-

mon. I remember you asked me about alcohol, and I 

said that Bill and I do not drink alcohol “out of habit, 

and not necessarily out of conviction that it is wrong.” 

I know you are extremely conservative on many sub-

jects, and yet it is apparent that your family enjoys 

consuming alcohol at various social occasions. You 

talk about it frequently, and you have it prominently 

displayed in your home. 

 Well, in the past year, my opinion has changed, 

and I no longer choose not to drink “out of habit.” I 

choose not to drink because I think alcohol is terrible, 

causing so many problems that I want nothing to do 

with it. 

 Every week Bill comes home from his job as a 

policeman with stories about accidents that happened 

on the highway, sometimes fatalities, because of alco-

hol. He gets called frequently to domestic disputes 

where the people are drunk and angry and trying to 

beat each other up. Teenagers get in trouble for fake 

ID‟s, and shop-lifting at Wal-mart, and wild parties, all 

centered around obtaining and then indulging in alco-

hol. I‟ve had friends whose parents are alcoholics and 

I see the havoc it wreaks on them. The pain they en-

dure is horrific. 

 Being an adoptive parent, I get magazines all the 

time from various adoption agencies with pictures of 

“waiting” children, begging you to bring them home 

and have them join your family. These are kids who 

are not cute little newborns. These are older children 

who are undesirable through no fault of their own. 

Sometimes they are mildly disfigured, sometimes they 

are handicapped in every possible way. But it‟s all be-

cause of Fetal Alcohol Syndrome. Their mothers could 

not control themselves for the nine months they were 

growing a child inside them. Their children are ugly 

and passed by repeatedly for years and years as hope-

ful pre-adoptive parents hurry past them without mak-

ing eye contact, to get right to the room with the 

healthy newborns. They are unable to be matched with 

a loving family… all because of alcohol. 

 My own children would not have the complicat-

ed, incredibly painful history they do now if it had not 

been for alcohol. Both of their families had many alco-

holics in them. It is a cycle their mothers learned from 

their own mothers. I know people are responsible for 

their own choices, but the fact of the matter is 

that both birth mothers chose alcohol at incredibly ear-

ly ages. They had absolutely no role model to show 

them any other way. By 13 they were both hooked on 

drugs. Drugs and alcohol are usually linked in the 

same sentence. I hate them both, and I hate the pain 

(Continued on page 10) 

  
 
 

I have no desire 
to partake of  
something that 
causes so  
much pain and 
addiction. 
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A 
lthough it‟s been said that 

prayer is talking to God 

and that reading and med-

itating on the Bible is allowing 

God to talk to us, not everyone 

who reads the Bible does so from 

pure motives. I once heard of an 

African dictator who wanted to 

hear the parts of the Bible about 

killing, maybe looking for some 

new ideas. Some people object to 

the graphic portions of the Scrip-

ture, and others reason over pas-

sages that seem unfair, such as 

God‟s dealing with Uzzah in 2 

Samuel 6, or harsh, such as with 

Ananias and Sapphira in Acts 5. 

So what should be our approach? 

We can either read the Bible to try 

to reinforce our preconceived no-

tions about how things ought to be 

(a don‟t-confuse-me-with-the-facts 

attitude), or we can allow our 

thoughts and outlooks to be 

shaped by what we read (a thy-

Word-is-truth attitude). 

 One good way to approach 

Bible reading is to think of it as 

looking into a spiritual mirror that 

shows our true condition as well 

the general human condition. I 

read about Cain and Abel and am 

challenged over my tendencies 

toward anger, irritation, malice, or 

vengefulness. I read of Jesus 

teaching about the defiling things 

that come from the heart and stand 

convicted. The life of David dis-

plays not only a love for God 

without parallel, but a human di-

mension that instructs us how to 

face our sin, fears, trials, and tri-

umphs. The lives of Elijah and 

Elisha challenge unbelief in the 

same fashion that the Master did 

and impart a deep sense of God‟s 

reality, both personally and on a 

national and even international 

level. 

 Another approach is to medi-

tate on the Big Picture that comes 

from reading and being familiar 

with God‟s Word. It seems almost 

simplistic to say that, because the 

Bible seems to contain many “big 

pictures.” We don‟t have space to 

discuss doctrines here, but among 

the big picture concepts are: 

1. The living God as Crea-

tor and sustainer of all creation. 

He is not an impersonal Force but 

a Being (in whose image we are 

made), with Whom it is possible to 

have a personal relationship. The 

greatest attainment open to anyone 

is to know God. 

2. The sin that entered the 

human experience in the Garden 

of Eden, to which all humans are 

heirs. 

3. The reality of a malig-

nant evil personality known as the 

devil, who is the inventor of sin 

and who is always promoting it. I 

see no other way to account for 

human history, both ancient and 

present, personal or corporate. 

4. The theme of redemp-

tion, first hinted at in the Garden 

after the Fall. It is frequently 

touched on through the Old Testa-

ment and is established for the 

whole human race with the ap-

pearance, death, burial, and resur-

rection of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

5. The theology and trans-

forming power of the gospel con-

tained in the New Testament. 

6. The teaching that hu-

man history will come to an end 

and that we are to be concerned 

about that end, working to be 

“ready.” Whether it happens in our 

lifetime or not, each of us will 

eventually give an account of our-

selves to God. 

In all these things, we 

could get distracted by various 

opinions, but in approaching His 

 

 

God Still  Speaks ! 
 

by William Abram, Orting, Washington 
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We remind 
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òthe sum of Thy 

Word is truth.ó 
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Word this way, we remind our-

selves that “the sum of thy Word is 

truth” which assures us of how 

things really are. The more satu-

rated we are with the Word, the 

more confident we can be in our 

thoughts and opinions, because 

they are no longer merely ours, but 

they have been invaded by the 

wisdom of God. 

 I don‟t understand those who 

feel qualified to critique or find 

fault with the Bible from a mainly 

intellectual standpoint. Paul the 

Apostle is a favorite target in some 

circles. Some think that he didn‟t 

like women, so that is why he 

wrote some of what he did. Some-

how they conclude that since what 

he did write was (in their view) 

skewed in some places, we don‟t 

have to pay literal attention to all 

his writings. They reason that his 

theology about Christ is wonder-

ful, but that if he was at fault in 

some area of his practical applica-

tion, we are free to pick and 

choose what we want to take seri-

ously. To me that attitude seems to 

illustrate the truth that “The heart 

is deceitful and desperately wick-

ed.” Such reasoning is a fleshly 

attempt to avoid the piercing and 

penetrating, “sharper than any two 

edged sword” Word of God. 

Rather than dismissing 

some parts or excusing a sense of 

responsibility to portions I don‟t 

understand, I have found that 

humble pondering and desiring to 

perceive the heart of God leads to 

illumination. While we must be 

careful about the Bible expositors 

we listen to, I am amazed at the 

powerful, accurate and good  

teaching there is out there. For 

example, when I was little, “Don‟t 

steal” was an important part of my 

training, so much so that I don‟t 

relate at all to those who take 

something that isn‟t theirs. How-

ever, there were other behaviors I 

had never heard specifically dis-

cussed. In those I found the ten-

dency to think that if I didn‟t see a 

specific “Thou shalt not,” then 

somehow I was off the hook and 

could do as I felt inclined. But as I 

continued to exercise my mind and 

heart and listen for God‟s 

thoughts, I always found those 

issues addressed after all—either 

by my own reading or by those 

who expounded in a Spirit-filled 

way on the Scriptures, so much so 

that I no longer feel excused in 

following my own inclinations 

with no sense of accountability. 

 Here‟s another way to ap-

proach Scripture: we need to make 

sure we stay “orthodox” in our 

evaluation of what we read or hear 

taught about it. Great heresies and 

errors have occurred because peo-

ple have departed from the tried 

and true and come up with teach-

ings that veered from the apostolic 

mold of the early church. It is safe 

to subscribe to the Apostles‟ Creed 

or the Nicene Creed, documents 

from the early days of the Church. 

These were hammered out as the 

basics of the faith at great personal 

cost to early believers, and they 

help us keep out of theological 

ditches. Yet, within that frame-

work I am amazed at the freedom 

there is for deep insights from the 

Scriptures into the workings of 

God. Though I have read the Bible 

through many times, I still hear 

people expounding with a ring of 

truth on portions of the Word in 

ways that I had never thought of. 

 A further approach: one time 

I was at a convocation where a 

panel of evangelists were being 

asked various questions about 

many subjects. One question was 

about an unusual phenomenon 

occurring in some Christian circles 

that appeared to be something spe-

cial from the Lord. The one who 

answered the question was very 

careful not to be critical personally 

of those involved, but I have never 

forgotten his answer. His rhetori-

cal question was something like 

this: “Is it in harmony with the 

„tone‟ of all Scripture?” The tone 

of all Scripture is that God is a 

holy God and that He is to be ap-

proached with humility, contrition, 

and within the confines of re-

vealed truth. That understanding 

can help a lot in evaluating out-of-

the-ordinary events. 

 Still another way I have 

found helpful in allowing God to 

talk to me is to open to a passage 

in the Bible, pray that the Lord 

will open my eyes to see what He 

wants me to get from it, and then 

start to write down what I‟m see-

ing. A recent example came up 

while reading Mark 7. In verse one 

some scribes and Pharisees came 

along, and when in verse two they 

saw Jesus‟ disciples doing things 

differently from how they were 

convinced they should be done, 

they immediately found fault. 

Hmmm. Does anything like that 

still happen? They came, they saw, 

they found fault. Hmmm. Do I 

have any tendencies to do that? 

Obviously these were people of 

deep commitment to God. But 

they had gotten tangled up in their 

thinking about what were the most 

important issues, and Jesus very 

much clarified what was going on. 

Outward conformity without a 

proper heart relationship to the 

 

 

 

 

But immersed in 

Scripture, we 

participate in 

another culture.  
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Lord is pretty hollow. Hmmm. I 

found it a good time to pray that 

my heart would be kept right. 

 Another example was in 

reading Mark 6 where I noticed 

three aspects of the disciples Jesus 

sent out. They 1) preached repent-

ance, 2) cast out demons, and 3) 

anointed and healed the sick. 

Hmmm. How should those charac-

teristics shape Christian ministry in 

our day? 

 Later on in the same chapter 

we read about a woman named 

Herodias. What a festering canker 

was her animosity to John the Bap-

tist. When given the opportunity, 

she knew just how to have him 

dealt with: it was right there on the 

front burner of her thoughts. I 

wondered what horrible inroads 

that must have made in her life. 

What hardness of features and 

wrinkles. What an anti-beauty po-

tion it must have been to her! Ob-

viously this is not all that can be 

gained from the passage, but it 

stood out to me as a picture of the 

murderous bitterness and hate that 

can fill the human heart over real 

or imagined wrongs—yes, even 

mine if I am not careful. 

 It has been observed that we 

are all born with a God-sized hole 

in our hearts and that nothing but 

God Himself will satisfy that spir-

itual dimension of our being. “God 

speaks once, yea twice, though 

man regardeth it not,” as it reads in 

the book of Job. Immersion in our 

modern culture leads to amoral 

thinking and acting. If “God is 

dead,” I am free to do whatever I 

want without fear of judgment, 

giving account, or consequences 

(though the evidence of such judg-

ment and consequences abounds). 

But immersed in Scripture, 

we participate in another culture 

where God continues to speak loud 

and clear to our hearts and minds. 

Whether in our quiet devotions and 

study, or from associations with 

other believers, or in other ways of 

tuning in to truth, we find assur-

ance that He is “not asleep or on a 

journey,” but continues to sow 

light and wisdom to any who will 

seek after Him. > 

 
 

Formerly pastor of Golden 
Gate Chapel in California, long-
time applier of Scripture, and 
grandfather of eight, Bill works as 
a residential builder. 

they continue to cause my children when they ask 

why they can‟t live with their birth families. It is a 

wound for them that I am fully aware will never be 

totally healed. Bill and I will do the best we can to 

help them feel loved and secure and guide them to 

have a relationship with the Lord… but they will 

always wonder why their birth mothers couldn‟t kick 

the habit in order to keep their own children. 

 I hate alcohol, and I want to teach the two won-

derful children God has entrusted in my care to stay 

as far away from it as possible. 

 I know that 80% of the world uses alcohol in 

moderation, and there may not be anything clearly 

Biblically wrong with that. The Bible says not to get 

drunk, and tells us, “Look not thou upon the wine 

when it is red, When it sparkleth in the 

cup” (Proverbs 23:31). Some Christians use this to 

justify abstaining. But even if the Bible doesn‟t spe-

cifically prohibit it, I have no desire to partake of 

something that causes so much pain and addiction 

and harm to your physical body, your emotional 

health, and your relationship with God if it becomes 

an idol in your life. And this happens to so many 

people. It is a slippery slope that I would rather just 

stay off completely. I know that you, and a majority 

of society, say it can just be fun to have a couple of 

drinks to help relax and enjoy an evening, but if I 

need help to relax and enjoy an evening, I think I‟m 

probably not in with the right group of people in the 

first place! As a human, and especially as a Chris-

tian, you should be able to enjoy yourself without 

needing artificial substances. 

 And I do think it can cause people to stumble. 

Since the Bible is not crystal clear on the subject, I 

don‟t think it is legitimate to make a universal state-

ment, but some people have still grown up thinking 

that Christians don‟t or shouldn‟t drink. Whether 

you agree with that or not, and I know you 

do not, the fact of the matter is that some people are 

brought up to think that. Billy arrested a priest for 

DWI [driving while intoxicated] a few months ago, 

and it caused several comments from a fellow 

(unbelieving) police officer he was working with. 

This officer thought that Christians didn‟t drink, yet 

here was a guy who was such a fake he was not only 

drinking, he was also driving. 

That made a huge impression on me, be-

cause this arrest only confirmed the officer‟s cyni-

cism about Christianity, and I want to never, ever be 

guilty of causing anyone to stumble. If anyone is 

going to doubt my devotion to the Lord by discover-

(Continued from page 7) 
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AFRICA 
The Swahili People of  

Eastern Africa 

Mumbajo grabbed his small 

son and cried out to his wife, 

ñHold on, the cow is moving his 

horns!”  Traditionally, the Swahili 

people have believed that a cow is 

holding up the world and that 

earthquakes come when this cow 

moves her horns. 

Swahili means “coast,” and 

several groups of coastal people of 

East Africa, who have a common 

language, beliefs, and customs are 

all called Swahili. These 1,500,000 

people are 100 percent Muslim, 

though traditional beliefs still 

linger. They began as a people 

2,000 years ago when Arab and 

Persian traders intermarried with 

the local women. 

Translations of the Bible, a 

myriad of Christian films, tracts 

and outreach material exist, but 

these Muslims are unwilling to 

listen to anything seen as 

Christian.  However, the people 

are becoming fascinated by 

Western ways and lifestyles and 

are eager to speak to Westerners 

and learn more about them. 

PRAY that God will break up 

the rocky soil of these hearts for 

Jesus. Pray that Western Christians 

will make friends with Swahili 

Muslims and that the avenue of 

commerce will be used for God, as 

Christian businessmen share Christ 

with their Swahili counterparts. 

 

 

 

 

 

—Global Prayer Digest  
December 16, 2006 

 
 
 

 

 

SERBIA 
Serbian Church Fire-bombed 

An evangel ical  church 

building in the Serbian town of 

Kraljevo, south of Belgrade, was 

fire-bombed last December 17. 

The bomb caused damage to the 

furniture, carpets, and the air 

conditioning system of the rented 

facility. Pastor Alexander Vitakic 

told Mission Network News that 

this was not the first attack on their 
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church. In June, the building was 

attacked with stones. There are 

also reports that a Baptist church 

building in Novi Sad, north-west 

of Belgrade, was recently 

vandalized with rocks. Vitakic 

suspects that recent media reports 

a c cu s i n g  e va n ge l i ca l s  o f  

ñdestroying Serbian identity” may 

have incited the attacks 

  Pastor Vitakic asks for prayer 

for the safety and for the future of 

the church, since their landlady 

may ask them to leave because of 

the damage.  

PRAY that believers will 

continue to boldly and lovingly 

preach the Gospel. Vitakic said, 

ñOur vision is to reach Central 

Serbia for Christ and we are 

committed to that vision.” 

 

 

 

 

ERITREA 
Government Takes Over 

Eritrean Orthodox Church  

 The Eritrean government 

consistently claims that freedom of 

religion is respected in Eritrea, 

despite the closing of all churches 

in 2002 except those of the 

Orthodox, Roman Catholics, and 

Lutherans.  In recent months, 

however, even these approved 

churches have come under 

pressure from the authorities. In 

January 2006, the government 

removed the patriarch of the 

Eritrean Orthodox church and 

appointed their own man in his 

place.  According to a December 

14 report from Compass Direct, 

the government has ordered that all 

the church‟s finances be run 

through the government. A 

December 5 order mandated that 

all tithes must be deposited into a 

government-controlled account 

from which priests would be paid.  

The government is also restricting 

the number of priests allowed in 

each parish. The church leadership 

has reportedly agreed to these 

restrictions, though similar 

restrictions on the Roman Catholic 

church are being rejected. 

 There are also reports that 

nine truck drivers working for the 

Christian relief organization, 

Samaritan's Purse, were arrested 

last December 4 while driving 

toward the Eritrean-Sudanese 

border. The drivers, most of them 

known to be  evangel ica l 

Christians, remain in custody 

in police station No.6 in Asmara. 

Last month, the Samaritan‟s Purse 

was ordered to leave the country. It 

is the eleventh international aid 

organization expelled this year. 

Eritrean officials claim the 

expulsions are to protect the 

country from dependency on 

foreign aid. 

 PRAY that these attacks will 

cease and that Eritrean believers 

will be able to meet together 

despite opposition. Ask God to 

convert those persecuting the 

believers, as well. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

—Persecution & Prayer Alert, The 
Voice of the Martyrs, Canada, 

December 20, 2006 
The Tigrean People of Eritrea 

 

A cool breeze from the Red 

Sea tickled the Tigrean mother‟s 

arms as she smoothed out the mud 

patch on the outside wall of her 

family‟s summer hut. It‟s not easy 

to haul water for her large family 

and patch the hut while keeping an 

eye on her seven children. The 

older children must watch over 

their younger siblings. Her 

husband is out somewhere in the 

hills watching the cows and goats. 

   She speaks a language that 

has no alphabet and no written 

form. Like 80 % of the Tigrean 

people in Eritrea, she can't read. 

Most of these 961,000 people are 

semi-nomadic. They live in huts in 

the highlands in the summer and 

migrate to the lowlands in the 

winter. These villages usually have 

only two or three huts. 

     About 99 % of Tigreans 

profess the Muslim faith, but most 

also observe traditional beliefs 

such as animal sacrifice and rain-

making rituals. How will they hear 

unless someone goes? 

  PRAY for missionaries who 

are willing and able to learn this 

unwritten language. Pray that the 

people will hear the Word of God 

and be saved.  And let‟s pray to the 

God of the universe for rain on 

their arid country. > 

 
—Global Prayer Digest  

December 27, 2006 



MARCH/APRIL 2007        TIMES OF RESTORATION  13 

I  T WAS at the beginning of the 

week in which our Savior was 

crucified. The crowd had been 

shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of 

David,” as He rode along His way 

into Jerusalem when, as He 

reached the temple, the children 

took up the cry, and really made a 

bright spot for Jesus in that dark 

and trying time. The older ones 

rebuked them, as they do so often 

in these days. But listen to the an-

swer of Jesus: “Have ye never 

read, Out of the mouths of babes 

and sucklings thou hast perfected 

praise?” Since children can offer 

Jesus perfect praise, let us be sure 

that they are so trained that they 

can satisfy His heart. 

You parents have a great re-

sponsibility in this matter. God 

intends every father to represent 

his whole family. The Israelitish 

fathers were commanded to take a 

lamb for a household. The word to 

the Philippian jailer was, “Believe 

on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou 

shalt be saved, and thy house.” 

God will hold you responsible, 

fathers, if one of your children 

does not hear the way to salvation, 

and He expects you to see that 

every one of them is taught to 

praise his Savior. 

It is necessary that children 

should be carefully taught while 

they are young, that they may be 

saved from forming habits of sin. 

You all know something of the 

strength of lifelong habits, and 

what hours of sorrow and struggle 

they caused you, before you found 

the anointing which “breaks every 

yoke.” You would be glad to save 

your little ones many of these ex-

periences. Then be sure you begin 

while they are very young. 

It is a well known fact among 

those who have made the educa-

tion of children a study, that the 

time before the child is seven 

years of age is the most important 

of all his training; for it is then that 

he is forming habits which will 

characterize his whole life as a 

student. How much more im-

portant, then, that he should be 

learning habits of praise and pray-

er while in this formative period. 

Solomon, the man of God-given 

wisdom, recognized this when he 

said, “Train up a child in the way 

he should go, and when he is old 

he will not depart from it.” 

While they are young, chil-

dren should be saved from false 

teaching. Many of you were taught 

things when you were a child 

which you knew must be true 

“because my mother said so,” or 

“because the minister preached it 

right in the pulpit,” or “because 

my Sunday school teacher said 

that was what the verse meant.” If 

ever a doubt came into your mind 

concerning the truth of the teach-

ing, it was at once put aside with 

the thought that these folks were 

older, and they must know better 

than you. How such “traditions of 

the elders” can stick by you, until 

nothing but the blood of Jesus has 

been able to eradicate them! Don‟t 

you wish you‟d been taught the 

truth from infancy as it is in God‟s 

Word? Then be careful what kind 

of teaching your children are re-

ceiving. 

If there were no other reason 

for teaching the children, it is 

enough that God commands it. 

Notice the commands given to our 
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The time before the 
child is seven years of 

age is the most  
important of all his 
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forefathers concerning their chil-

dren in Deuteronomy 6:6-7. They 

were told to teach the words of 

God diligently unto their children, 

and to talk of them as they sat in 

their houses. Is that the usual topic 

of conversation as you sit among 

your children? Again in Deuteron-

omy 31:12-13, we read that the 

children were to be gathered with 

the men and women to hear the 

law, that they might learn to fear 

the Lord. And Jesus Himself re-

buked the people every time He 

found them trying to silence or 

drive away the children and said, 

“Forbid them not.” Let‟s follow 

His example, remembering that “of 

such is the kingdom of heaven.” 

What shall we teach the chil-

dren? This is the next question. 

How much of the Gospel can they 

comprehend? Let me tell you they 

can understand much more than 

most of you realize. Teach them 

that Jesus died to save them from 

their sins. You say of course we 

would expect to teach them that. 

Yes, but Jesus said, “Suffer the 

little children to come unto Me.” 

Are you expecting the little chil-

dren to understand that? Have you 

told the story of Jesus on the cross 

to the little fellow in your arms 

who can hardly talk plain? That 

story has been made so simple that 

little ones of two and three years 

have turned to “the Jesus who died 

for me,” and their lives have been 

changed from that time. Talk to the 

little ones of Jesus, and if possible 

let His be the first name they learn 

to speak. Let them never be able to 

remember the time when they first 

heard of Him. 

Teach them that He died not 
only to save them from sin, but to 
heal their bodies too. You will find 

that they can take in one thought 

just as readily as the other. You, 

with your head knowledge and 

previous teaching thought that the 

age of miracles was past, but the 

little child who asked Jesus to heal 

her baby sister when the doctors 

said she must die knows better 

than you did. 

Teach them that the Holy Spirit 
will come and live in them. That He 

will be their teacher and that He 

will cause them to do what God 

wants. Then really bring them to 

the definite point of receiving Him. 

That young children can and do 

receive the Holy Spirit and walk 

on intelligently with Him is a fact 

which has been proved many times 

over in our work. It is a great mis-

take to think that children must 

wait until they are grown up or 

even half grown before they can 

receive the Holy Spirit. 

Teach them to live in constant 

expectation of Jesus’ coming again. 
Keep before them the truth of 1 

John 3:3—“Every man that hath 

this hope in him purifieth himself, 

even as He is pure,” that they may 

be glad to have Him come back, 

and whenever He comes be found 

praising Him. Then, even as He 

had perfected praise from them 

before He left the earth, so at His 

coming again He may find a com-

pany of little ones to sing, 

“HOSANNA TO THE SON OF DA-

VID!” 

Teach them to love and use the 
Bible. If possible let the child have 

his own Bible. Not an old one with 

fine print, yellowed leaves and 

broken binding which someone has 

discarded, but a new one with 

large print and his own name on 

the flyleaf. Among my most pre-

cious treasures is the Bible which I 

had when a little child, with my 

name, the date, and the words, 

“From Mother” where my eyes 

often see them. 

Teach the children to find the 
places in their Bibles readily. The 

work of learning the books can be 

made very simple and interesting. 

It can be accomplished in so short 

a time that it seems a pity to let 

them go on hunting for places 

which they cannot find. You know 

how it was in the Bible class you 

attended. If some reference was 

given out in one of the minor 

prophets, how some of the grown 

people would turn the leaves al-

most frantically hoping that they 

might happen upon the book they 

wanted; but more often than not 

they would not succeed until it was 

too late. Save the children from 

any such embarrassments in find-

ing places. 

Make the Bible a guide book. 
Whenever any question comes up 

for decision, let the rule be, “What 

does God‟s Word say about it?” 

Let them see how perfectly all our 

needs are met there. And teach 

them that the Bible means just 

what it says. Be careful how you 

try to explain away the literal 

meaning of any passage of Scrip-

ture, for the child who believes 

that God said just what He meant, 

is nearer right than the person who 

is using his own reasoning powers. 

Have the children commit to 
memory verses, psalms, or even 
whole chapters. Our grandparents 

knew much of the Scriptures by 

heart, but the committing of it to 

memory has largely gone out of 

fashion, or rather, rhymes and jin-

gles have taken the place of the 

Word of God. The time spent in 

teaching those to the children 

would have been enough to fix in 

their minds some of those blessed 

words which God says “shall not 

return unto Me void.” When the 

devil was tempting our Savior for 
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those forty days, we read that eve-

ry time Jesus met him with, “It is 

written.” He then followed it up 

with some verse of Scripture quot-

ed from memory. There is no 

weapon which will defeat the devil 

every time like the Word of God; 

therefore we do well to have the 

mind stored with it, so that the Ho-

ly Spirit may remind us of just the 

right words at the right time. 

The children at our meetings 

have just finished learning the 

ninety-first Psalm. Perhaps some 

of you think that grand old psalm 

which has been the comfort of the 

saints for centuries is rather strong 

meat for babes. I know it does 

mean more to them as they go on 

and prove each part of it for them-

selves. Look at it and see how well 

adapted it is to them after all. The 

final verse tells of dwelling in the 

secret place of the Most High. Is 

there anything which has more 

charm for a child than a secret? 

Then think of a secret place where 

two or three of them play and the 

others do not know where they are, 

so if they wanted to bother them, 

or call them away, they could not 

find them. They like the thought of 

living there all the time. 

In that psalm God is called a 

fortress. That name catches the 

attention of the boys at once, for a 

fort is just the very thing they want 

to hear about, and then they find 

out that God wants to be to them a 

strong place, where they can be 

protected so that the enemy cannot 

hurt them.  

The boys also understand 

about “the snare of the fowler,” 

Perhaps some of them have set 

traps to catch rabbits or muskrats; 

if not then the spider makes a 

beautiful illustration as she weaves 

a snare to catch the flies. Perhaps 

after the fly is caught somebody 

comes along and takes pity on him, 

and lets him go out of the snare. 

The devil is like that spider weav-

ing a snare to catch us, but God 

said, “Surely He shall deliver thee 

from the snare of the fowler.” 

“He shall cover thee with His 

feathers, and under His wings shalt 

thou trust.” This is the best of all, 

illustrated by the mother hen call-

ing her little chicks to her when 

she is afraid something will hurt 

them. Many a time I used to watch 

until the last little one disappeared 

under those great wings and was 

safely hidden. Sometimes children 

see a little face peeking out from 

under the wings with a look of per-

fect trust. From this they get an 

idea of what the great, loving God 

will do for them; just hide them 

under His wings and there let them 

trust Him to keep them from harm. 

Teach the children how to pray. 
Not simply a form, using words 

which are meaningless to them so 

that they don‟t even know whether 

it‟s something they want or not. 

Well do I remember wondering 

what that odd word “lay-me” 

meant in the little prayer, “Now I 

lay me down to sleep.” And my 

mother had no idea that I was re-

peating in a parrot-like way sounds 

which meant nothing to me. 

Talk with them about what they 
have to thank God for today. Get 

them in the habit of thanking Him 

for everything, no matter how 

small; but never forgetting the best 

things of all—that God gave Jesus 

to die for them, that He sent the 

Holy Spirit to be their teacher, and 

that Jesus is getting a beautiful 

house ready for them on high. Get 

them to think what they really 

want from God, for it is His wish 

that we pray for whatsoever things 

we desire. Then ask if God has 

given us any promise which will 

cover that thing in His Word. 

Teach the children to sing; not 
simply tones and words but with the 
understanding and the heart. 
Choose pieces which they can 

comprehend. Talk over the words 

and see that they know what they 

mean, and then see if they can sing 

them truthfully. Teach them to be 

truthful in every word which 

comes from their mouths. 

Teach them to really praise and 
worship God. How hard it is to find 

a company of grown people who 

will do this! Their minds so quick-

ly turn to something they want, so 

asking and even begging take the 

place of worship. If they thank 

Him for what He has given them, 

they think that‟s all that is re-

quired. God wants those who will 

worship Him in spirit and in truth, 

those who will take time to delight 

themselves in the Lord and give 

Him the love which He longs for. 

A little boy whom I knew used 

to leave his play, come running 

into the house and climbing up on 

his mother‟s chair, put his arms 

around her neck and say, “You 

dear pretty mama, I love you,” and 

then run back to play. He wasn‟t 

asking for cake, not even thanking 

her for something she had given to 

him. He was just loving her. That 

is what God wants of us! Then 

let‟s do our best to teach this to the 

little ones, that the heart of our Father 

may be made glad and He may really 

find rest in their love.> 
 
 

Reprinted and edited from an 
article appearing in The Standard, 
April 1967.  A native of Reading, Mas-
sachusetts, Elnora A. Emerson was a 
student at Shiloh in the earliest days of 
the Bible School, thereafter serving on 
the mission field first in England, then 
in Egypt, and eventually for six years 
in what is now Israel. 

Is there anything 
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charm for a child 
than a secret?  
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L 
ast year I reviewed Cry 

the Beloved Country, a 

novel that deals with for-

giveness in the face of pro-

found loss. Since the book is 

fiction, a cynical person 

might dismiss the grace 

shown by its characters as 

unrealistic. Recently it 

dawned on me that I had 

seen a similar theme of grace 

and forgiveness worked out 

in real life in my own neigh-

borhood. The event that hap-

pened in our community last 

fall has been covered at great 

length in the national media, 

and I have no desire to add to 

the exploitation of a sensa-

tional story. However, two 

themes arising from the story 

have profoundly affected me. 

As most people know, a 

man in a small Pennsylvania 

village took hostage and shot 

ten Amish girls, before kill-

ing himself. This event took 

place less than fifteen miles 

from where I live, and the 

grandparents of two of the 

girls that died live about half 

a mile from my home. As 

you can imagine, the whole 

community was affected, and 

the aftermath has continued 

long after the attention of the 

national news went else-

where. Five girls were killed 

that day, and five were hos-

pitalized with serious inju-

ries. The last of the injured 

girls returned form the hospi-

tal just before Christmas, and 

as far as I know, three of 

those injured have been able 

to return to school.  

The Amish community 

dislikes publicity, but many 

individuals among them 

shared information as a way 

of thanking those who 

poured out love and support 

in the wake of the tragedy. 

  Almost immediately, 

the theme of forgiveness 

came to the forefront. We 

heard that some Amish men 

made a point of visiting fam-

ily members of the killer that 

same day. Later, they also 

attended his funeral in sup-

port of the widow and chil-

dren. As money poured in 
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are unsearchable?  
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from around the world, those 

most affected made sure that 

a fund was set aside for the 

use of the gunman‟s family. I 

saw the grandfather of two of 

the girls speaking to a local 

reporter the morning after the 

event. When asked about 

forgiveness, he responded 

simply and sincerely, “From 

my heart, I forgive him.” 

Later our local midwife ap-

peared on national television, 

explaining that Christ first 

forgave us, and that God re-

quires us to do the same for 

others. 

It should be made clear 

that the Amish are not some 

special kind of people to 

whom this comes more easi-

ly than to others. I was talk-

ing one day to an Amish la-

dy, a neighbor and dear 

friend of mine, who knows 

some of the affected families 

personally. I asked how they 

were doing. We talked about 

forgiveness, and she indicat-

ed that although it was re-

quired, it was very hard. 

 I believe the key is that 

these people immediately 

spoke and acted the for-

giveness that they knew God 

had commanded. Their ac-

tions opened the door for a 

demonstration of the grace of 

God that has affected people 

here in Lancaster County and 

around the world. Hopefully, 

we who were blessed will 

not forget them, but continue 

to pray for the families and 

community during all the 

hard days to come, when the 

inspiration of the crisis is 

past and the temptation to be 

bitter presses hard. 

The second theme that 

always comes up at a time 

like this is the question of 

why God allows such things 

to happen. I attended church 

the Sunday after the tragedy 

with a sober heart, wonder-

ing what the pastor could say 

to us that would meet the 

need. What I heard that day 

had a profound effect on me. 

The pastor started by men-

tioning that some people sup-

pose that bad things happen 

because God is not fully in 

control. That explanation 

was totally rejected, since the 

Bible tells us that  God is 

omnipotent. However, the 

pastor did not go on to try to 

explain the ways of God, nor 

to suggest reasons why He 

might have allowed the hor-

rific events of the week just 

past. Instead, we were re-

minded of the fact that while 

some of God‟s ways are re-

vealed to us by Him, others 

are not. Those ways He does 

not reveal are “unsearchable... 

and past tracing out” (Romans 

11:33). Yet our lack of un-

derstanding must not keep us 

from utterly justifying the 

ways of God in our own 

minds and hearts. 

We were then pointed to 

Psalm 131: 

“Jehovah, my heart is not 

haughty, nor mine eyes lofty; 

neither do I exercise myself 

in great matters, or in things 

too wonderful for me. Surely 

I have stilled and quieted my 

soul; like a weaned child 

with his mother, like a 

weaned child is my soul 

within me. O Israel, hope in 

Jehovah. From this time 

forth and for evermore.” 

We know that parents do 

not sit down with a child 

about to be weaned and 

speak seriously about the 

benefits of the step. Obvious-

ly, the benefits are beyond 

his understanding. What the 

parent does do is hold the 

child closely and love him 

through the difficult times. 

I have found a great deal 

of strength and comfort since 

that time in accepting the 

unexplainable ways of God 

as a trusting child does those 

of a loving parent. Although 

God does not choose to ex-

plain all His ways to me, I 

know that His loving arms 

are continually about me, 

and that nothing happens that 

is not for my ultimate good 

and His glory. > 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Miriam works for Math-U
-See, of Peach Bottom, Pennsyl-
vania. 
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M 
Y husband Nate and I 

have been married for 

almost six years. I know that 

doesn‟t seem so very long, 

but just long enough for me 

to want to go back to the be-

ginning and remember what 

it was like to fall in love with 

him and remember those 

feelings of awe and delight. I 

have a box in my nightstand 

where I keep every little note 

and card that Nate has given 

me since we have been to-

gether. I love opening it up 

every now and then to read 

those words from his heart to 

mine. These notes are a great 

reminder to me that we are 

on the same team and that he 

loves me, especially during 

those times when those feel-

ings of awe and delight 

aren‟t there.  

In the same way, I‟m 

thankful for the Bible, writ-

ten by God from His heart to 

mine. I‟ve been feeling the 

need lately to go back to the 

beginning spiritually, to re-

fresh my memory on why I 

believe what I believe, to go 

back to when I first made the 

decision to accept Jesus as 

my Savior and invite Him 

into my heart. I was five 

years old, so I guess a re-

fresher is in order!  

We had just learned in 

Sunday School that Jesus 

died for us so that we could 

have white hearts. I wanted 

to have a heart that was 

white and clean like the 

puffy white clouds in the 

sky. I was so young! But 

since then I‟ve had times of 

re-commitment, both as a 

teen and later when I was in 

Bible School. Now I want to 

experience once again the 

wonder of what Jesus did for 

me. The pain He went 

through for me! 

I don‟t like pain. I had a 

splinter in my foot a few 

months ago, and all I could 

think about as I hobbled 

around pathetically was to 

get the silly thing out and 

then my world would be 

okay. But Jesus endured 

huge nails in his feet and 

hands—and I imagine there 

were plenty of splinters as 

He hung on that rough wood-

en cross. I doubt He was 

thinking about getting those 

nails and splinters out. He 

was thinking about me, and 

you, and our sins, and the 

great, great love He had for 

us. Maybe He was thinking, 

“As I do this, I remove the 

sin from their hearts, and 

then  My world—and 

theirs—will be okay.” 

So I‟m thankful that 

even when the feelings aren‟t 

there, the knowledge of what 

Jesus did is still there. Some-

times I have a hard time 

grasping God‟s love for me, 

but I read recently in a Bible 

study book I‟ve been work-

ing on that God doesn‟t love 

me because of anything I‟ve 

done, but because of who He 

is. He loves me because He 

is love. You could almost say 

that He can‟t help it! It‟s not 

a new thought, but it‟s an 

encouraging reminder.  

So, let‟s go back to the 

beginning. Let‟s renew our 

vision. I have a little bumper 

sticker on my car that says, 

“Life is good.” Life is good, 

but Eternal Life is better. I 

can‟t wait! > 
 

 

 

 

 Penny and Nate are 
enthusiastic supporters at Open 
Door Chapel in McDonough, 
Georgia. 

 
 

FACTS, NOT FEELINGS  
  

by Penny Brown, Stockbridge, Georgia 
 

 

 

 Whatôs true is always true,  

 no matter how we happen to be feeling  
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~R ights~  

 

To have individual rights the gov-

ernment cannot take away, rights 

must come from a power “higher” 

than government. The Declaration 

states that “all Men are created 

equal, that they are endowed by 

their Creator with certain unaliena-

ble Rights... That to secure these 

Rights, Governments are instituted 

among Men.” In other words, 

rights come from God and govern-

ment‟s job is to protect your rights. 

In his Inaugural Address, 

1961, President John F. Kennedy 

put it this way: “The rights of man 

come not from the generosity of 

the state, but from the hand of 

God.” But if there is no God, 

where can the rights come from 

except from the “generosity of the 

State”? The State, then, becomes 

the new god. And what the State 

“giveth,” the State can “taketh 

away.” 

This was espoused by German 

philosopher Hegel, who influenced 

Marx and Hitler. Hegel did not 

believe in the existence of God and 

thought the closest anyone could 

come to attaining “eternal life” was 

to create a government that would 

exist after their death. Thus Com-

munism teaches that citizens exist 

for State‟s benefit. Without God, 

government transitions from being 

our servant to our master. 

President Harry S Truman ad-

dressed the Attorney General‟s 

Conference, 1950: “The funda-

mental basis of this nation‟s laws 

was given to Moses on the 

Mount... If we don‟t have a proper 

fundamental moral background, 

we will finally end up with a totali-

tarian government which does not 

believe in rights for anybody ex-

cept the State!” 

 

~E quality~  

 
 

President Calvin Coolidge stated in 

1924: “It seems... perfectly plain 

that... the right to equality... has for 

its foundation reverence for God. 

If we could imagine that swept 

away... our American government 

could not long survive.” The con-

cept of all citizens being equal be-

fore the law, having an equal vote 

in elections, is based on equality 

 

Three Secular  
Reasons Why  

America Should be                   
~Under  God~ 

 

 
                                                                   By William Federer  

 

 

It Can Only Result in Good 

 
Do you like having rights the government  

cannot take away? Do you like being equal? 

Do you like a country with few laws?  

These ideas have origins. 
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before a Supreme Being. 

Harry S Truman stated in his 

Inaugural Address, 1949: “We 

believe that all men are created 

equal, because they are created in 

the image of God.” But if there is 

no God—then men are not only 

not “created,” they are not 

“equal.” As Darwin espoused, 

some are more evolved than oth-

ers. In his “Descent of Man,” Dar-

win referred to Africans and Abo-

riginal Australians as “savages” 

and stated: “Civilized races of man 

will almost certainly exterminate 

and replace the savage races 

throughout the world... The break 

between man and his nearest allies 

will then be wider, for it will inter-

vene between man in a more civi-

lised state, as we may hope, even 

than the Caucasian, and some ape 

as low as a baboon, instead of as 

now between the negro or Austral-

ian and the gorilla.” 

This concept influenced the 

Dred Scott Case, 1856, which stat-

ed slaves “had for more than a 

century before been regarded as 

beings of an inferior order... so far 

inferior, that they had no rights 

which the white man was bound to 

respect; and that the Negro might 

justly and lawfully be reduced to 

slavery for his benefit.” This influ-

enced Margaret Sanger, who, prior 

to World War II, founded Planned 

Parenthood and hired Nazi Party 

member Ernst Rudin as her advi-

sor. In her book “Pivot of Civiliza-

tion” (1922), she called for “The 

elimination of „human weeds‟... 

overrunning the human garden;... 

for the cessation of „charity‟ be-

cause it prolonged the lives of the 

unfit; for the segregation of 

„morons, misfits, and the malad-

justed‟; and for the sterilization of 

genetically inferior races.” Sanger 

influenced Hitler to consider the 

German, or “Aryan,” race as uber-

mensch, supermen, being more 

advanced in the supposed progress 

of human evolution. This resulted 

in their perverted effort to rid the 

“human gene pool” of unter-

mensch—races considered less 

evolved, through the gas cham-

bers. Stalin followed this example, 

ex terminat ing 25  mi l l ion 

“inferior” Ukrainians. 

The potential consequences 

are frightful if we choose to depart 

from President Truman‟s belief, 

“that all men are created equal 

because we are created in the im-

age of God.” 

 

~F ew Laws~  

 

President John Adams stated in a 

letter to the Third Division of the 

Militia of Massachusetts, October 

11, 1798: “Our Constitution was 

made only for a moral and reli-

gious people. It is wholly inade-

quate to the government of any 

other.” In other words, our govern-

ment was designed to govern peo-

ple who could govern themselves. 

We could get by with few laws if 

people had an internal law. 

British Statesman Edmund 

Burke stated in “A Letter to a 

Member of the National Assem-

bly,” 1791: “What is liberty with-

out virtue? It is the greatest of all 

possible evils... it is madness with-

out restraint. Men are qualified for 

civil liberty in exact proportion to 

their disposition to put moral 

chains upon their own appetites... 

Society cannot exist, unless a con-

trolling power upon will and appe-

tite be placed somewhere; and the 

less of it there is within, the more 

there must be without.” 

Robert Winthrop, U.S. Speak-

er of the House in 1849, stated: 

“All societies of men must be gov-

erned in some way or other. The 

less they have of stringent State 

Government, the more they must 

have  of  individual  se l f -

government. The less they rely on 

public law or physical force, the 

more they must rely on private 

moral restraint. Men, in a word, 

must necessarily be controlled ei-

ther by a power within them, or a 

power without them; either by the 

word of God, or by the strong arm 

of man.” 

To be a country with “few 

laws,” citizens must have internal 

laws for there to be order, but in-

ternal laws are powerless without 

a consequence, such as being held 

accountable to a Supreme Being in 

some future state. Benjamin 

Franklin wrote to Yale President 

Ezra Stiles, March 9, 1790: “The 

soul of Man is immortal, and will 

be treated with Justice in another 

Life respecting its conduct in 

this.” Daniel Webster, Secretary of 

State for three U.S. Presidents, 

was once asked what the greatest 

thought was that ever passed 

through his mind. He replied “My 

accountability to God.” The idea 

of an oath was to call a higher 

power to hold you accountable to 

perform what you said you would. 

This accountability is ex-

pressed in all three branches of 

government: President's oath of 

office: “So Help Me God”; Con-

gressmen and Senators‟ oath: “So 

Help Me God,” and witnesses‟ 
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oath in court to tell the truth, the 

whole truth and nothing but the 

truth—“So Help Me God.” It was 

known that witnesses or politi-

cians would have opportunities to 

twist the truth or do dirty, 

backroom deals for their own ben-

efit and never get caught. It was 

reasoned, though, that if a witness 

or politician believed God existed 

and was watching, that person 

would hesitate when presented 

with the temptation. They would 

have a conscience. They would 

think “even if I get away with this 

unscrupulous action in this life, I 

will still be accountable to God in 

the next.” But if that person did 

not believe in God and in a future 

state of rewards and punishments, 

when presented with the same 

temptation to do wrong and not 

get caught, they would give in. In 

fact, if there is no God and this life 

is all there is, they would be a fool 

not to. 

This is what President Reagan 

referred to in 1984: “Without God 

there is no virtue because there is 

no prompting of the conscience.” 

William Linn, elected unanimous-

ly as the first Chaplain of the U.S. 

House, May 1, 1789, stated: “Let 

my neighbor once persuade him-

self that there is no God, and he 

will soon pick my pocket, and 

break not only my leg but my 

neck. If there be no God, there is 

no law, no future account; govern-

ment then is the ordinance of man 

only, and we cannot be subject for 

conscience sake.” Linn's observa-

tion was demonstrated when, after 

80 years of atheism, the countries 

of the former Soviet Union were 

given liberty—the result was orga-

nized crime, and the black market 

took control. From Bill Clinton to 

Enron, we see where absence of an 

internal law will take our coun-

try—crimes are only wrong if one 

gets caught. 

Unfortunately, the less internal 

moral code we have as a nation 

results in the government having 

to pass more external legal codes 

to keep order—and each new law 

takes away another little piece of 

our freedom. 
 

 

~I mportance to  
American Government  

President Calvin Coolidge, unveil-

ing the Equestrian Statue of Bish-

op Francis Asbury, Washington, 

D.C., October 15, 1924, stated: 

“Our government rests upon reli-

gion. It is from that source that we 

derive our reverence for truth and 

justice, for equality and liberty, 

and for the rights of mankind. Un-

less the people believe in these 

principles they cannot believe in 

our government.” 

Clarence E. Manion, Professor 

of Constitutional Law and dean of 

the Notre Dame College of Law, 

was quoted in Verne Paul Kaub‟s 

book, Collectivism Challenges 

Christianity, 1946: “Look closely 

at these self-evident truths, these 

imperishable articles of American 

Faith upon which all our govern-

ment is firmly based. First and 

foremost is the existence of God. 

Next comes the truth that all men 

are equal in the sight of God. 

Third is the fact of God‟s great gift 

of unalienable rights to every per-

son on earth. Then follows the true 

and single purpose of all American 

Government, namely, to preserve 

and protect these God-made rights 

of God-made man.” 

President Ronald Reagan 

summed it up, August 23, 1984: 

“Without God there is a coarsen-

ing of the society; without God 

democracy will not and cannot 

long endure... If we ever forget 

that we are One Nation Under 

God, then we will be a Nation 

gone under.” > 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
© William Federer 2004 and 

reprinted with permission.  Sub-

mitted by Pastor Neil R. Sandford. 
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company dedicated to researching America‟s noble heritage. His book America’s God and Country Encyclopedia of Quota-

tions has sold over a quarter of a million copies, and his AMERICAN MINUTE radio feature is aired across the country 

recalling events of American significance on the date they occurred. Contact him on the web at:  www.amerisearch.com. 
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W ITH THE selection of a capable and 

Spirit-filled crew, the Yacht Coronet was 

equipped to begin her world voyage, but in the 

providences of God, they were led first to make 

one more detailed exploration of the coast of 

restored “Beulah.” This proved to be a sort of 

ñshakedown” cruise for the crew—probing for 

weaknesses and preparing them for the greater 

tests in other oceans around the world. 

 They began at El Arish (now in Egypt, 

south of the infamous Gaza Strip)—the coastal 

point designated in Scripture as the boundary between 

restored Israel and the nation of Egypt. From here 

they worked northwards, studying all that Scripture 

had to say about the territory to their east, and praying 

for its fulfillment. Mile by mile they slowly worked 

their way, and this time Mr. Sandford began writing 

out his observations. It was as if he sensed that neither 

he nor the vessel would be back this way again, and 

he wanted to memorialize their findings and their 

faith. 

 His written work began with a book called The 

South Country—what is called the Negev today. They 

stayed in the area about a month, and during these 

days the ship‟s company observed the first restored 

Feast of Passover. After days of Bible study and 

prayer, they began sailing slowly northward, but not 

before he had given his last farewell: promising to 

watch over the region in faith, he wrote, “The Land … 

shall be sacredly cared for, watched over day and 

night lest any harm it, till it becomes a royal vineyard 

filled with red wine to make glad the heart of the 

Messiah, when He again drinks of the fruit of the vine 

in the Kingdom.” 

 Included in this faith was a striking request-- 

fervent prayer for the specific restoration of the city of 

Beersheba.  It was then a mere cluster of mud huts, 

but he declared that it must and would become a great 

metropolis, known as “The Capital of the South 

Country.”  In most remarkable ways, that prayer has 

been answered to the letter, such that today Beersheba 

is a large and prosperous city, popularly known by 

that very appellation. 

 

 

One Hundred Years Ago: 1907 
 

 
 Shakedown Cruise: The “South Country” 
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 But even more striking was a comment about 

this cap-stone prayer service of restoration.  “Our 

experience today,” he wrote, “has shown us that the 

work of restoration is to be continuous—that the 

interests of the South Country are to be cared for 

whenever God‟s Spirit may come upon His people in 

prayer in any part of the world… Wherefore, O child 

of the Kingdom, be ye also ready, for in such an hour 

as ye think not the Spirit of God may suddenly move 

you to effect the mightiest changes in the Land of His 

choice.” 

 This prescient language perfectly explains the 

love-affair with, as well as the faith journeys to that 

Land undertaken ever since by those sharing the same 

vision.  From that day to this, believers have been 

furthering the work of restoration, day by day, and 

week by week, at home or on site, as the Spirit has 

moved.  And it took its impetus back there on board 

ship, in 1907. > 

 

Fifty Years Ago: 1957 
 

Lesson from a Wilted Dandelion 

 
From a letter by F. W. Sandford, written during 

World War II. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

T HE OTHER day someone picked up a 

dandelion—one evidently thrown down by one 

of the children.  The stem was cut off and it was 

placed in a jar of water; but alas! its head drooped 

clear over onto the desk. 

 But—that is not the end of the story.  Lo, a 

miracle! Ere long that wilted dandelion was standing 

perfectly erect, in full bloom—an inspiration to the 

one that rescued it. 

 ñNo wilting” is right.  But if you feel sometimes 

as if you had wilted—were all knocked out 

physically, or spiritually, or any other way—there still 

is hope.  Contact with the Wiltless One (the source of 

life), the Master Himself, will revive you again, and 

you will continue to bless humanity by your very 

existence.  Now isn‟t that an encouraging lesson? 

 ñNo wilting” is a good motto for us all in these 

days of unspeakable wickedness and the horrors of  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

war which could take the very spirit out of one.  

Oh, there are many things that make us feel like 

wilting at one time or another in life!  Just not seeing 

our prayers answered as we think they should be has a 

tendency to make us wilt—go down—instead of 

standing for the fulfillment of the “Alive and 

Powerful” Word of the living God. 

 But that must not be.  We must not wilt under 

any circumstances, but “stand stiffly” for the Word 

and its absolute fulfillment TO THE END.  > 
 

 From The Standard, March, 1957, p. 48. 
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I  
N MY WORK for God, I‟ve noticed 

many Christians who seem to be walking 

and living on their own. But I‟ve discov-

ered in my own walk with God that decisions 

based on my own best judgment are the ones 

that get me into big trouble every time. So I‟ve 

taken the Bible seriously and I rely now on the 

promise of the Comforter. The Lord said He 

would send a “Comforter” as a guide to us in 

the Person of the Holy Ghost. I‟ve learned that 

He can make the decisions the Father would 

want for me, such as where He wants me to go, 

to whom I should speak, and even whether or 

not to buy some item. 

 It seems easy, and it really is, when we 

give our lives, and will, and wants, and needs 

to His control. Our instincts are to run our own 

lives and not be subject to those over us, not 

even God Himself sometimes. How this 

grieves His heart! 

 But when we give Him control and find 

that our Father has our best interests at heart, 

we discover that He sometimes gives us earthly 

treats and blessings. But best of all He also in-

creases our intimacy with Him. What a privi-

lege to feel that closeness and love with Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 Once, for example, I was looking forward 

to the Fourth of July celebration here in the 

City of Tacoma. I have always enjoyed the 

event, as they put out all kinds of good food 

and present a great fireworks display in the 

evening. But as I asked the Lord about it, I 

heard a very small “No.” So I just said, “OK,” 

and asked the Lord what I should do instead. 

Then He showed me that I should go over to 

Mt. Ranier. When I got there, nothing hap-

pened, so I just read my Bible and waited on 

Him. Then He indicated I should get paper and 

pen, and He began giving me wonderful things 

to write out for Him. What a privilege! 

 Another way He leads me is during my 

ministry where we feed the homeless under a 

bridge. He shows me who to pray for, and then 

speaks through me, telling them just where 

they really are, spiritually, and what they need 

to do to get free and clean. It‟s a wonderful 

gift, as left to myself, I‟d just blunder around in 

prayer. But in the Spirit, I‟ve found my words 

are right on target. 

 But there‟s a challenge to us in working 

under this Guide. The Holy Spirit speaks in 

such a small voice that the world can easily 

drown Him out by just the busy-ness of life. 

We need, as someone said, to “Stop, Drop, and 

Pray” on every occasion, as we seek His guid-

ance. I‟ve found it works for me, and I‟m 

learning to save myself trouble, and honor the 

Spirit as He deserves. > 

 

In Bill’s jail ministry, he’s called “Overcomer 
Bill,” and he works with the homeless on the streets 
of Tacoma as well. 

 

 

 

 

The Best  Gu id e  

 

 

 

by William Relation, Tacoma, Washington 
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òM MPHéò The man 

lying on the cave 

floor swatted at the thing 

crawling near his face. Half-

asleep, he forced one eye open 

to stare stupidly at the hard-

shelled creature in front of him. 

All senses were instantly 

awake, aware, sounding inward 

sirens, and he lay perfectly still, 

looking at the scorpion an inch 

from his nose. Other things 

came into his consciousness: 

stones digging into his ribcage, 

slightly damp air from the small 

pool at the very back of the 

cave, and dawn already well 

arrived throughout the region of 

Sinai.  

 Sinai… Horeb. He was on 

the Mount of God. For twenty 

days, driven by fear for his life, 

he had traversed the wilderness 

to this spot. Why he had come 

he wasn‟t really sure, but it was 

far away from Samaria, and 

that‟s what mattered. It was 

mere weeks since that awesome 

day on Mount Carmel, where 

Jehovah had shown all Israel 

that He alone was God, and the 

idolaters had been eliminated 

then and there. The people had 

even shouted, worshiping 

Jehovah, helping Elijah round 

up the false prophets, watching 

as over 800 men were put to 

death in righteous indignation 

that evening. But where were 

those Israelites now? What had 

come of it all? Nothing but a 

death sentence. No one had 

stepped forward to help him, to 

shelter him, even to travel with 

him. 

 They had been excited 

over the display of fire, sure, 

but afterward they returned to 

their homes and continued 

living in complacency and sin. 

No one dared to go against 

Jezebel, that utterly wicked 

woman who was the driving 

force behind the throne. Elijah 

wasn‟t surprised, but he was 

angry over their apostasy and 

disregard of God after all He 

had done for them. 

 When Jezebel had sent her 

messengers delivering that 

death warrant, he had fled 

toward the south into Judah, 

and he hadn‟t stopped until he 

had reached Beersheba. There 

he left his servant and kept 

traveling. Sustained by God 

alone, he neither ate nor drank 

until reaching the Mount, and 

this cave. 

Could this be the same cleft 

that had sheltered Moses while 

God passed by and covered him 

with His Hand? Not that it 

really mattered, especially if he 

was about to be pierced in the 

Twice -told (Bible) Tales  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Elijah at the 
Mount of God 

1 Kings 19:9-18 
 

by Bethany Jones, Quarryville, Pennsylvania 

A major element of Scripture consists of storiesñhistorical events 
recounted in more or less detail. Sometimes the Bibleõs imagery is vivid, 
but sometimes there are gaps. What would it be like to try filling the gaps?  
By re-telling these stories with the objective that any chosen incident must 
include everything the Bible includes about it, but that you can add 
anything extra that occurs to your own imagination, you might come up 
with true drama.  

When students of Fairwood Bible Institute were assigned to write such 
stories during the 2005-2006 school year, the results were so good we 
decided to share some of them with our readers. 
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eye by this scorpion. Maybe 

this is just God’s way of 

answering my prayer to die, 

Elijah thought. He felt 

somewhat ashamed of running 

away, but frustration towards 

Israel, fear for his life, and 

touches of despair negated 

most other emotions.  

 The scorpion moved, and 

he re-focused, breaking his 

thoughts. 

 What are you doing 

here, Elijah? 
 He grew even more still, 

the scorpion forgot ten. 

Everything was lost to him 

except those Words. 

 ñGod?” 

   Silence. 

  “What am I doing? You 

know how zealous I‟ve been 

for you, for your House, for 

your people, and yet they 

continue on in their stiff-

necked ways! They‟ve torn 

down your altars, completely 

forsaken your covenant, 

breaking every rule and law 

there is. They‟ve killed my 

brothers the prophets, and now 

they‟re hunting me down. 

They‟re not satisfied that I‟m 

the only one left, but they have 

to exterminate every one of 

your people! That‟s why I‟m 

here. I came for safety, for 

solitude, to find you…” 

 

 Get up. Go out to the 

Mount, and stand before 

Me.  
 

 Elijah tensed. Was there a 

trace of brusqueness in those 

words? Stand before Me? Am I 

to see God, just like Moses? He 

looked down at the gravel 

wonderingly. Ignoring the 

scorpion (now moving away), 

he rose. His cramped muscles 

slowly loosened and he ran a 

gnarled hand over his creased 

face. Dirty, tired, dried by sun 

and wind, with a coarse beard 

and stringy hair, Elijah wasn‟t 

the most attractive man for a 

prophet. But there was 

something striking in him 

still—something singular, 

steadfast, and pure that made 

you stop and look again. Wild, 

rugged, renowned for his blunt 

approach, Elijah was the 

perfect depiction of a lone 

wolf. Yet he was never alone, 

relying on God, obeying His 

words, and remaining faithful 

and steadfast to Jehovah of 

Hosts.  

 He started toward the 

mouth of the cave. As he 

approached, an eerie howling 

began, rising in volume and 

intensity until he was stopped 

by its sheer magnitude. It 

deepened and Elijah stared as 

boulders went flying past the 

cave‟s entrance, smashing into 

jagged rock faces, scrub bushes 

being uprooted like mere 

thistles, and was the cave 

actually moving or was it his 

imagination? Ear-splitting 

shots rang out, cracking like 

taskmasters‟ whips except far 

louder. He looked about him, 

seeing massive boulders 

skipping about like leaves in 

the wind then violently 

smashing into the sides of the 

mountains. The ground was 

littered with razor-edged 

fragments of stone. 

 Why am I not afraid? I 

should be running back 

terrified and incoherent, he 

wondered. My feet won’t move, 

yet I’m at perfect peace. But… 

that’s not Jehovah in that 

wind… 

 Suddenly the barrage 

stopped and the silence was 

even worse than the deafening 

howl of the cyclone. The 

prophet was about to take a 

step forward, when the ground 

lurched and groaned, knocking 

him to his knees. Rocks 

crashed outside and the earth 

started writhing and moving 

like molten iron, completely 

fluid. A roar shook the cave. 

Landslide! But again Elijah 

was completely at peace, not 

disturbed in the least, just 

gazing in awe at the terrible 

display of power outside. It 

was as if there was a bubble 

around him, and though the 

elements raged, they could not 

pierce the canopy of God‟s 

protecting hand. 

 The quake ceased and 

when he had resumed his feet, 

he just stood, waiting. The heat 

was instantaneous, searing, 

suffocating, blistering. An 

inferno had engulfed Mt. Sinai, 

just like that. Appearing in full 

strength, it ravaged the already 

blighted wilderness. He could 

feel his weathered skin baking 

in the heat, sucking the 

precious moisture right out of 

his wearied body. The flames 

danced a demonic rhythm on 
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the crags and licked up every 

perishable substance with a 

seeming glee.  Just as the heat 

was so suffocating that his 

vision was starting to blacken, 

the blaze vanished. But not one 

trace of smoke or charred 

remains littered the mountain 

top.  Jehovah was not in the 

earthquake or the fire… 

 The air was fresh, cool, 

and sweet to his scorched body, 

and he sagged slightly, worn 

out with the raw display of 

power and fury from the hand 

of God. What followed, though, 

was much more terrifying than 

the natural forces that had 

preceded it. 

 A gentle stillness had 

fallen over Horeb, nothing at all 

like the normal calm at dawn or 

twilight.  This was almost 

unnatural, eerie, like a blanket 

thrown across the land. 

Supernatural it definitely was, 

for Elijah‟s very core was 

shaken at the whisper of the 

sound of gentle stillness. Softly 

quiet came the Voice, yet so 

strong that he couldn‟t miss it, 

couldn‟t ignore it, couldn‟t get 

it out of his head. He felt like 

falling to his knees right there 

in the cave‟s mouth in utmost 

adoration, but the command 

reverberated in his soul: 

Go out. Stand before 

Me. 
The desire to be with God 

blazed up in him, swallowing 

everything else. 

 Trembling, the man of 

God took his mantle from his 

shoulder and wrapped it around 

his head, covering his face. He 

went out of the cave‟s entrance 

and stood on the Mount, before 

Jehovah, God Almighty, His 

Maker and Creator.  

Utter peace overwhelmed 

him, love lifted and enveloped 

him, joy sprang up in his heart.  

He wanted to dance, jump, run, 

worship, yet all he could do was 

stand, stand in silent awe before 

Elohim. Again came the words, 

 Elijah, what are you 

doing here? 
 For a moment he could 

not speak, al l  thought 

suppressed by the One before 

him. But finally his mind 

overcame his heart and Elijah 

burst forth. 

 ñI‟ve been serving you 

with every ounce I‟ve got.  My 

heart continually burns for you 

and your people, this whole 

land! Yet these same people 

reject you, your laws, and the 

very covenant you made with 

them. Tearing down your altars 

and kil l ing my fellow 

prophets—they‟ve totally 

turned their backs on you! After 

all you‟ve done and proven, 

they still won‟t turn from their 

perverted and wicked ways. 

And if that weren‟t enough, 

now they‟re trying to kill me! 

What is going on?!?” 

Practically wailing at the 

end of his answer, he felt like 

tearing his vesture in two, 

throwing dust in the air and 

beating his chest. 

 

Then Jehovah spoke again 

and His words caught Elijah, 

bringing him up straight and 

hard. 

 Go. Return by the way 

you came. You are to anoint 

Hazael King over Syria.  

Anoint also Jehu the son of 

Nimshi to be King over 

Israel.  And find Elisha the 

son of Shaphat, anointing 

him to be your minister and 

successor. I will recompense 

Israel for her wickedness, 

but there will be a remnant, 

devoted to Me, and Me 

alone. Seven thousand there 

are of those that have never 

bowed the knee or kissed the 

feet of Baal.  
 Elijah stood stunned, Go? 

Return? And by the way I 

came? Are you joking, God? 

But he knew that He was not. 

The Presence withdrew, and the 

earth returned to its normal 

state. It seemed harsh, 

unforgiving, godless. 

 The man of God slowly 

unwrapped his mantle from 

around his head, throwing it 

about his shoulders once more. 

Looking about him, he wished 

he could stay in Jehovah‟s 

Presence forever. Terrible as it 

had been, the beauty and utter 

comfort was pure bliss for this 

man, something he wanted to 

experience and bathe in forever. 

Yet Elohim, the God of Israel, 

had given him his marching 

o r d e r s .  He  h a d  b e e n 

commissioned and he must 

obey. 

 Turning, he started 

making his way down the 

Mount of God, back to Samaria, 

back to Ahab, back to God‟s 

wicked and rebellious—yet 

beloved—people.  

 Go. Returné Seven 

thousandé A remnant, 

devoted to Me, and Me 

alone. > 
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It is Not Easy  
  

 

To apologize, 
 

 

                                 To begin over, 

                     To take advice, 

                                 To admit error,  

                    To be unselfish, 

                                 To be charitable, 

                   To be considerate, 

                                 To keep on trying, 

                To profit by mistakes,  

                          To forgive and forget, 

                               To think and then act, 
 

                 To shoulder a deserved blame 

 

                                                              BUTð 
                                                   It always pays! 


