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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 
 

TIMES OF RESTORATION proclaims 
the glad news that the ñrestoration of 
all thingsò promised in the books of 
Matthew and Acts is under way. We 
are now living in the climactic times 
ñwhereof God spake by the mouth of 
His holy prophets that have been from 
of oldò (Acts 3:21). The Christianity of 
the Early Church with its intense reali-
ty with God, its fervent love for Christ, 
its expectancy of His return, and its 
absolute submission to the Holy Spirit 
has been restored. The return of Je-
sus Christ is imminent, and it is our 
privilege to prepare the way of the 
Lord by practicing now the way of life 
that will prevail during the Millennium. 

This publication aims to define 
and encourage that way of life, as 
understood by the Christian move-
ment known as The Kingdom. (A 
Statement of Faith is available upon 
request.) It is a humble and holy way, 
based on practice of the whole Bible 
and an acute responsiveness to the 
leadings of the Holy Spirit. Our prayer 
is that the paper will strengthen, chal-
lenge and edify all earnest Christians. 

TIMES OF RESTORATION (ISSN 
0740-9680) is published six times a 
year by The Kingdom Christian Minis-
tries, Dublin, NH 03444. Yearly mate-
rial costs are $7.00. Donations are 
accepted, but subscriptions are free 
by writing to The Kingdom Christian 
Ministries, 18 Fairwood Dr., Dublin, 
NH 03444-8320. Scripture quotations 
are usually from the American Stand-
ard Version. 
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The Ways Of God,  
Part 7 

 
 

 
    ñShow me now Thy ways.ò  

 

                                                                ðMoses, the Man of God, Exodus 33:13 
 

F OR the new publishing year, weôre continuing to explore the ñways of Godò as revealed in His Word and by its application to our daily lives. Three concepts 

underlie this pursuit. 

 First, we need to learn His Ways, just as Moses did. At the foot of Mt. Sinai, he 

prayed, ñShow me now Thy ways, that I may know Thee, to the end that I may find 

favor in Thy sight.ò All the more so today: we all need to learn God's ways, in order to 

know Him, to find His favor, and to live effectively in an evil society. 
  Next comes the important realization that God's ways are contrary to the devil's 

ways, or the world's, or the flesh's (man's). A well-known example is Gideon's 300-

man army, instead of many thousands. The few and insignificant were God's idea of an 

army! About 250,000 would be the world's way or the fleshly wayðbut it wasnôt God's.  

Finally weôre inquiring about how first to find His ways (where does the Bible 

show us the answers?), and then to follow them (what do we do with this knowledge?). 

It's not enough to distinguish differences between God's Ways and ours, but how do 

we adopt them and pursue them and practice them? In other words, weôre seeking 

practical religion, not theological discussion. 

In this issue weôll consider His Purposesðwhat He intends for individuals, groups, 

churches, or nations. Itôs too broad to cover fully, of course, but sometimes we find 

valuable insights in our own experiences. The Editor enlarges on it below, and an 

eloquent postal carrier adds his own authentication of the Scripture. He affirms that 

Godôs ways are not our ways, and he does so with grace and good humor. To follow 

our Creatorôs purposes should not be a matter of gloom and eye-rolling resignation. 

Itôs perfectly proper to smile as we cheerfully accept His providential guidance. 

                                                                                                                                            ðEditor 



4  TIMES OF RESTORATION    \   JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2007 

O  NE of the most piti-

ful objects in life is 

the man or woman whose 

daily existence appears 

purposeless. This man has 

nothing to live forðhis 

daily routine gets him 

from waking to bedtime 

with nothing to stir his 

mind, nothing to grip his 

spirit, and nothing beyond 

three square meals and 

some collateral ñfunò to 

amuse the flesh. This is the 

archetypical ñcouch pota-

to.ò Here is futility. 

 But God is exactly 

the opposite. He embodies 

the most sweeping purpos-

es for the creation, and He 

has created us to share in 

them. The Bible tells us all 

about it, using that very 

word. 

By the ñpurposesò of 

God, though, the Bible 

doesnôt mean mere utili-

tyða reason for action or 

existenceðsuch as ñthe 

purpose of a broom is to sweep 

clean.ò Rather it implies purpos-

ivenessðan act of will, a set, 

fixed, deliberate plan established 

in the mind of our omnipotent Cre-

ator from the beginning of the 

world. That plan was apparently 

derailed at the Fall, but it was nev-

er stopped. The Fall certainly inter-

rupted something, and that some-

thing may not be immediately 

clear to us fallen people. But the 

purposes of God are (we may 

thank Him) inexorable. 

For individuals, men and 

women created in His image, His 

master purpose includes the trium-

phant recovery from the Fall, as 

encapsulated in one word: 

ñReconciliation.ò What a wealth of 

meaning there is in this term! As 

Paul puts it, ñO be ye reconciled to 

God!ò 

For social groups (families, 

tribes, associations, etc.) itôs not so 

simple. Reconciliation to God on 

the part of all the individuals in 

such groups would be a baseline, 

of course. But what then?  What 

are the purposes of God for them 

as a group? Perhaps it would be 

useful to look at His intentions for 

the group to which most Christians 

belong, the Church. Here, of 

course, we donôt mean the local 

congregation with whom we 

worship (though it includes that), 

but the world-wide Body of Christ. 

 The Bible is full of teaching 

here. The Book of Acts, and the 

subsequent Epistles are 

all designed to enlighten 

the Body as to its 

intended goal, and that 

goal is astonishing. He 

has some pretty lofty 

ideas for the Church. 

Consider this from 

Ephesians 4: ñtill we all 

attain unto the unity of 

the faith, and of the 

knowledge of the Son 

of God, unto a full 

grown man, unto the 

measure of the stature 

of the fullness of 

Christ.ò 

 Thatôs a mouthful, 

isnôt it? First He 

purposes ñunityò among 

us. This is a concept 

almost too great to 

digest in itself. Unity? 

When there are literally 

thousands of sects and 

independent groupings 

among those who call 

themselves Christians? 

Unity of the faith, when 

doctrines divide us as surely as 

stone walls? But thatôs what he 

said. And thereôs more: the apostle 

expects us all to attain the 

knowledge of the Son of Godð

and then to mature in that 

knowledge until we each arrive at 

the point where, apparently, we 

reflect Christ so accurately that our 

listeners get only Him from our 

lifestyle, service, and words. 

 Impossible as this sounds, 

that remains His purposeð

accomplished, interestingly, by the 

ministry of those He Himself has 

ñsetò in the Church (1 Corinthians 

12:28). He will not rest until He 

sees the travail of His soul satisfied 

in this, either. We may take a 

world of comfort out of knowing 

H is W ays  

W ill N ot 

B e 

 T hwarted 
by Timothy Murray, Dublin, New Hampshire 
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that He will not be thwarted here. 

He is going to have true ñsons of 

Godò in us. 

 From this, it would follow 

that His divine purpose for the 

Church should be mirrored in other 

social groups, as well. Shouldnôt 

they all speak of the fullness of 

Christ in some fashion? Yes, and 

they all will, before Heôs done. Itôs 

safe to say that in the age to come, 

every family, every tribe, every 

surviving business, club, or 

association, every town or cityð

all will contribute their own unique 

portion of glory to Him in a vast, 

harmonious anthem of praise. 

 Now what of nations? Yes, 

nations, too, are included in the 

Purposes of God: ñThis is the 

purpose that is purposed upon the 

whole earth; and this is the hand 

that is stretched out upon all the 

nations,ò he says through Isaiah 

(14:26). What purpose? Nothing 

less than to break the Assyrian in 

His land and remove that yoke 

from the necks of His people. That 

is a world-shaking mission. The 

ñAssyrianò stands for the 

Antichrist in that passage, and the 

impact of it is that God has set 

Himself to annihilate all Antichrist 

activity among all nations. That, in 

this antichrist age, is good news 

for everyone.  

 Isaiah announces one more 

international purpose, too: 

ñJehovah of hosts hath purposed it, 

to stain the pride of all glory, to 

bring into contempt all the 

honorable of the earthò (23:9). Our 

loving Creator and sacrificial 

Redeemer will not have pride 

remaining anywhere among His 

creation. Thereôs no room for flesh 

to glory: all the glory belongs to 

Him. That is His purpose for all 

flesh. 

 So we have a right to look 

forward eagerly to the exciting 

days of Revelation 19:7ðñLet us 

rejoice and be exceeding glad, and 

let us give the glory unto Him: for 

the marriage of the Lamb is come, 

and His wife hath made herself 

ready.ò Thatôs also part of His 

s o v e r e i g n  p u r p o s e ,  a n d 

somewhere, somehow, there is a 

people even now being prepared 

for that day. All glory to the Lamb 

as He rejoices over His bride! 

Thatôs the hope-inspiring outcome 

of it all. The apparent derailment 

that took place 

at the Fall will 

be seen to 

have been only 

a (terrible) 

detour on the 

road. But the 

d e s t i n a t i o n 

foreknown and 

foreordained 

will surely 

come to pass! 

 All this 

is included in the ñways of Godò 

as He works out His will for and 

with and through His people. 

 But itôs of little value to the 

believer if itôs all ñpie in the sky.ò 

What do we do about it here and 

now? What difference does it 

make to our lives? Well, itôs not 

rocket science, really. 

As individuals, we purpose (in 

response to His purposes) to 

follow Jesusðand we do follow 

Him, by daily patterning our lives 

after His life. We exercise 

faithfulness and loyalty to each 

other; we treat our neighbors with 

compassion and respect; we abhor 

evil; we pray; we give alms; we 

fast now and then. In short, we 

take the Sermon on the Mount 

seriously. 

As members of the church, we 

refuse to let ñroots of bitternessò 

divide us; we contribute financially 

with tithes and offerings; we donôt 

forsake our assembling (we get to 

all the services we can); we 

exercise our gifts generously in 

behalf of each other; we allow 

ourselves to depend on and help 

each other, as interdependent 

members of the Body, in a spirit of 

love and brotherhood. 

And as citizens of our state or 

nation we take care that every civic 

action (voting, attending hearings, 

volunteering, even participating as 

an elected member of government) 

is defined only by the truth of 

Scripture. Where politics conflicts 

with a biblical mandate, our 

loyalty is always to the Bible. 

ñSaltò to a corrupt society, and 

ñLightò to a dark culture is the 

result, while we wait for Him to 

appear and reign. 

 Stepping back again to 

review the Big Picture, in all these 

areas we maintain an attitude of 

worship to the God who is moving 

the chess pieces of history. And we 

praise Him for His manifold 

Purposes worked out with such 

certainty through all our struggles.

j 

 

 

 

 

 

In short, we take the 

Sermon on the Mount 

seriously. 
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I  DONôT think I really like the 

Jabez prayer. For those who 

donôt know what Iôm referring to, 

look at the long lists of names in 1 

Chronicles, and right in the middle 

of Chapter Four youôll stumble 

across this startling verse:  ñAnd 

Jabez called on the God of Israel, 

saying, óOh that thou wouldest 

bless me indeed, and enlarge my 

border, and that thy hand might be 

with me, and that thou wouldest 

keep me from evil, that it be not to 

my sorrow!ô And God granted him 

that which he requested.ò 

 Until a few years ago, I had 

hardly ever thought about or even 

noticed that prayer. But about that 

time, I discovered, to my 

amazement, that I could actually 

write Christian songs. They 

probably werenôt very good, but I 

was surprised and even delighted 

by this manifestation of what was 

obviously a mid-life crisis. (The 

Mazda Miata would follow, but I 

wonôt bore you with that just now.) 

 I played and sang these songs 

in church. There was some 

surprise, but not much interest. 

Then I learned of a recording 

studio less than a mile from our 

house and became acquainted with 

the sound engineer. He was a 

committed Christian, full of godly 

wisdom, and a delightful person. 

We liked each other from the start. 

I donôt think he was terribly 

impressed with my songs, but he 

was unfailingly polite and very 

encouraging. 

 It was he who suggested I get 

into the habit of praying the Jabez 

prayer. He explained that we all 

have a ministry for God. This 

ministry can be thought of as our 

territory for Him. We should want 

our territory for Him to be 

expanded or enlarged. So this 

prayer, properly understood, is a 

plea to God that our ministry will 

be blessed and enlarged. He went 

on to suggest that my music was 

my ministry. 

 I was intrigued. I began 

praying that way every day. And 

knowing that faith without works 

is dead, I redoubled my musical 

efforts, playing and singing more 

and more songs in church, and 

recording ñdemoò CDôs, which I 

sent to music publishers far and 

near. 

 To shorten the tale, I was 

eventually forced to the reluctant 

conclusion that there was not a 

music publisher on the planet that 

was even remotely interested in 

anything I had done in the past, 

was doing in the present, or would 

ever do in the future. Nevertheless, 

I doggedly continued praying the 

Jabez prayer, believing that God 

would answer in His own way and 

time. 

 One day my postal boss came 

over and explained that the route 

next to mine was too large and 

would have to be cut and that the 

territory to be cut would be added 

to my route. I was horrified. The 

last thing on earth I wanted was a 

larger route. I mentioned to him a 

couple attractive possibilities. He 

shook his head and said something 

like, ñNo, Dale, itôs quite clear to 

me that the most efficient course of 

action is to óenlarge your 

territoryôò! He had used the very 

words of the prayer Iôd been 

praying for so long. I was stunned. 

 W h a t  a  c r u e l  j o ke ! 

Immediately I stopped praying the 

Jabez prayer and havenôt prayed it 

since. 

 Recently, however, Iôve 

found myself revisiting it. Iôm not 

praying it againðitôs way too 

dangerous. But I have been 

wondering about it, and I may 

even have reached a couple 

tentative conclusions. 

 One is that my sound 

engineer was probably right when 

he suggested we all have a 

ministry for God and that it can be 

 

 

THE  

JABEZ 

PRAYER  

R 

E 

V 

I 

S 

I 

T 

E 

D 
by Dale Noss, Tampa, Florida 
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thought of as our territory for Him. 

We should indeed want this 

territory expanded. We want to 

move people toward God, after all. 

So the Jabez prayer, understood in 

that context, is a good thing. Itôs 

right for us to plead for God to 

bless and enlarge this kind of 

ministry for Him. 

 The tricky part is that what 

we think is our ministry may not be 

what He knows is our ministry. For 

example, I would never have 

thought that delivering massive 

amounts of ñjunk mailò to my 

customers is my ministry. The very 

idea is disturbing. I would much 

rather be a musician or a poet or an 

actor or a comedian. ñPlease, 

Lord,ò I feel like saying, ñLet my 

ministry be something interesting 

and not dull.ò 

 Yet I was intrigued recently 

when a lady on my route scolded 

me (half-jokingly) for having just 

taken a vacation. She wanted me to 

promise that I would never go on 

vacation again. And she said 

something like, ñYou just donôt 

know what you mean to this whole 

neighborhood. You probably think 

all you do is deliver junk mail, and 

you definitely do deliver a lot of 

that. But you mean so much more 

to us than that!ò She then went on 

to tell me that some piece of 

advice I had given her had actually 

changed her life. I was amazed, 

especially since I had very nearly 

forgotten the advice! 

 Could it be that the dull job 

or dreary situation where God has 

placed us is really the best place 

we could be? Yes, it may be that 

thatôs where weôll do the most 

good. Appalling as it may sound, 

we may actually be the most useful 

to Him in a high-stress job with a 

micro-managing boss. And this 

leads to the second tentative 

conclusion. 

 Is it possible that very often 

our prayers, including the Jabez 

prayer, are not answered except by 

the ñprayer behind the prayerò? 

Let me explain. A few years back, 

I was told that a significant part of 

my route was going to be 

converted to centralized delivery. 

Whatôs the problem? Centralized 

mailboxes have a much smaller 

delivery time standard than regular 

mailboxes, which meant a cut in 

pay. Worse, it meant Iôd be 

expected to run the route quite a 

bit  faster. So, obviously, 

centralized mailboxes were a 

dismaying prospect. I pleaded with 

the Lord to turn this nightmare 

aside, but He didnôt. The boxes 

went into effect. 

 But interestingly, the pay cut 

was delayedðand in the end it 

never materialized at all. The 

boxes turned out to be nowhere 

near as bad as I had thought. Once 

I got used to them, it was obvious 

they were not slowing me down, 

and may actually have been 

speeding me up. I found that 

though my prayer was not 

answered, the ñprayer behind the 

prayerò was what God had wanted 

for me. 

 If Iôd tried to articulate it, the 

ñprayer behind the prayerò would 

have gone like this: ñLord, I think 

centralized mailboxes are going to 

result in a pay cut, and will cause 

more stress in trying to meet 

reduced time allowances. Iôm 

going to be expected to run my 

route faster, and I donôt think I 

can. However, if you see that many 

of the bad things I fear are not 

really going to happen, then Iôll 

accept these boxes without a 

qualm.ò  That is the prayer that 

was answered. 

 So it is, I think with many if 

not all our prayers. One of my 

favorite quotes is from radio host 

Garrison Keillor: ñSome luck lies 

in not getting what you thought 

you wanted, but getting what you 

have, which once you have it, you 

may be smart enough to see is 

what you would have wanted had 

you known.ò I change that 

somewhat and tell myself Iôm 

increasingly convinced that Godôs 

best and highest purpose lies in not 

getting what we thought we 

wanted, but what we have, which, 

once we have it, we may be smart 

enough to see is what we would 

have wanted had we known Godôs 

ways for our lives. 

 So Iôm still not sure I really 

like the Jabez prayer. But itôs right, 

in any case, to want our ministry 

for God to be enlarged. And we 

must remember that what we think 

is our ministry may not be what 

God knows it is. His ways are 

always higher than our ways: we 

must live by what He knows, not 

by what we think. And with that in 

mind, we can be confident that our 

prayers for enlargement of 

ministry will be answered and that 

the Kingôs territory will increase. 

j 

 
 

 

 Husband, father, and faithful 
supporter of the ministry at Quail 
Hollow Chapel, Dale is a postal 
carrier in Tampa. 
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we think.  
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T HESE three great adjectives 

describe a loyal-hearted 

angel in Paradise Lost, who finds 

h imsel f  mis takenly  (and 

temporarily) in the camp of 

Satan. As he makes his way back 

to the Mountain of the Lord, he 

passes through the hosts of hell 

with an iron defiance against their 

schemes and insults, all of it 

leaving him totally unmoved. 

 Last summer I shared a 

parallel experience. I wasnôt in 

the camp of Satan, but I had been 

experiencing days of oppression 

and heaviness of spirit when God 

gave me a wonderful deliverance. 

It may be that many of Godôs 

people feel a similar need as the 

new year begins. The course of 

current events is both offensive 

and oppressive: we seem to be 

losing the culture wars at home, 

and a majority of voters seemed 

quite bl ind last fal l  to 

international threats in the east. 

 With thoughts like these in 

mind, I set out with my family on 

a long drive south, starting in the 

evening and driving all night. 

There was plenty of time to think, 

and my thoughts had slowly 

subsided into sheer monotonyð

the kind that an all-night drive at 

70 miles per hour can induce. 

Thatôs when it happened. 

 The sky was just beginning 

to get gray in the east, when I 

looked over my left shoulder and 

saw the Morning Star above a 

wide dark horizon. It struck me 

with such beauty that I looked 

again. The horizon was black, as 

if filled with all human 

corruption, but the sky above was 

perfectly clear. The star was 

totally separated from and 

unaffected by the blackness 

beneath it. It shone with crystal 

brilliance, almost in defiance. But 

it wasnôt defiance, it was more: it 

was a complete and calm 

superiority. The worst things of 

earth were powerless even to 

touch, much less dim its pure 

light. 

 This spoke to me of the 

purity and power of the Lord 

Jesus Christ, Ruler of the kings of 

the earth, Savior of men, who 

Himself became man but was 

never defiled. He is also the 

coming King who will never ñfail 

nor be discouraged until He have 

set Righteousness in the earthò! 

So there is every reason for hope, 

and none at all for despair. He is 

greater. 

 Then, still driving, I became 

aware of a few lines of poetry 

filling my mind, and I pulled 

together writing materials and 

began scribbling. Later in the trip, 

I wrote the rest. I felt it was a gift 

from God to me, lifting my spirit 

and intended to be shared with 

others equally pressed. There is 

One above it all who sees, who 

knows, who is fully involved, and 

who is totally unshaken by any of 

it. He is our Deliverer and Savior 

and Rescuer, a ñvery present 

helpò in time of trouble. And He 

is The Morning Star. 

 

                  òUnshaken,  

                               Unseduced, 
                                     Unterrifiedó 
 

by Timothy Murray, Dublin, New Hampshire 

The Morning Star 
 

Above the eastern oceanôs 

rocky coast, 

Set like a jewel in the 

dawning sky, 

Great Heavenôs herald that 

full day is nighð 

And last to fade of all the 

starry hostð 

The Morning Star takes up 

his silent post, 

Unmoved, untrammeled, 

flaming there on high, 

Bright sentinel of unstained 

purity,  

Brilliant above the worst that 

earth can boast. 

 

No matter what the sons of 

hell devise, 

No matter the depravity of 

man, 

The vilest rebel never can 

defraud 

Nor stain Thee, Lord of Love 

beyond the skies. 

No evil can defile Thy 

gracious plan, 

Nor flout Thy royal power, 

Son of God. j 
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ERITREA 

Two Christians 

tortured  

to death 
Two Christian prisoners have been 

tortured to death by Eritrean 

security police, according to an 

October 18 report from Compass 

Direct. 

  Immanuel Andegeresgh (23) 

and Kibrom Firemichel (30) were 

arrested in October while 

attending a private worship service 

in the home of Teklezgi 

Asgerdom. After two days in 

m i l i t a r y  c o n f i n e m e n t , 

Andegergesh and Firemichel died 

from torture wounds and severe 

dehydration. Ten other Christians 

attending the service were also 

arrested and have reportedly been 

subject to severe mistreatment. 

Their current status is not yet 

known. 

 Pray that their families will 

be comforted, and pray that 

government leaders will respect 

the rights of all Eritrean citizens to 

live out their faith. And letôs 

remember those still in prison, that 

theyôll remain faithful under 

pressure to deny Christ. 

  
KENYA 

Four missionaries 

arrested for 

incitement against Muslims 

Four Christians have been charged 

with incitement to violence for 

distributing pamphlets considered 

anti-Muslim. U.S. nationals 

Andrew Saucier and Paul Garcia, 

and Kenyans Michael Mullei and 

Patrick Mutinda  were arrested in 

October in Ngong. They had 

apparently been distributing 

pamphlets outside of a primary 

school that read, ñProphet 

Mohammed is not a true prophet,ò 

and, ñAllah had no son.ò Dozens 

of angry Muslims responded by 

protesting outside Calvary Baptist 

Ch ur ch  wh ere  t he  f ou r 

missionaries served. 

 As the trial began, Muslim 

youths rioted outside the 

courtroom, forcing police to fire 

live rounds and tear gas over the 

heads to disperse the crowd. The 

magistrate, Helen Wasilwa, was 

forced to adjourn the hearing 

because of the riots. ñThe court 

wants peace as it hears the case. 

They are not  conducting 

themselves in an orderly manner 

and they have jammed the court,ò 

she said, as she warned lawyers 

for the Islamic community to 

control their clients. If convicted, 

the four could face fines and up to 

three years in prison.  

 Letôs pray that all charges 

will be dropped, and ask the Lord 

to give them wisdom as they 

remain faithful to the task to 

which He has called them. 

ðThe above notes are from the 
Persecution and Prayer Alert of VOM 
Canada, October 25, 2006 

 

SRI LANKA 

Prayer Center Set 

On Fire 

On a night last fall, a 

prayer center in Hingurakgoda, Sri 

Lanka, was vandalized and set on 

fire, according to a report from the 

National Christian  Evangelical 

Alliance of Sri Lanka. The 

unidentified assailants stole a 

keyboard, carpet, and mats, 

desecrated the interior of the 

building with human waste and 

then lit Bibles and hymnals on 

fire. The fire did not spread 

throughout the building. The 

Pastor and his wife, who usually 

sleep in the building to protect the 

premises, were gone that day and 

had left the building unattended. 

 Pray that the church in 

Hingurakgoda will find strength in 

their circumstances as they wait on 

the Lord, and of course we need to 

pray that there will be no further 

attacks. 

 ðFrom the Persecution and 
Prayer Alert, VOM Canada, October 
18, 2006 

 

 

 

PERSECUTION AND IGNORANCE 
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 UZBEKISTAN 

The Sunni Muslim 

Karakalpak people 

of Uzbekistan 

Godôs heart is breaking for the 

Karakalpac people of Uzbekistan, 

who have been struck by one 

tragedy after another. Outward 

appearances are deceiving. They 

are experts in weaving, leather, 

wood, and bone craft, but below 

the surface a tragedy is unfolding. 

Only a few of their girls even go 

to school, and of these, many 

withdraw early to marry. Women 

and teenagers do most of the 

farming, while men spend most of 

their time playing chess or 

socializing in teahouses. Infants 

have a 10 percent mortality rate. 

T h e i r  w a t e r  s u p p l y  i s 

contaminated with pesticides, 

sewage, and fertilizers leading to 

numerous health problems.  

 But a worse tragedy is that 

very few of them have even heard 

the Gospel. Of those who have, 

fewer have responded. And of 

these, still fewer are members of a 

local church body. Most are Sunni 

Muslims, though the mystical Sufi 

sect of Islam is also popular. This 

sect practices self-hypnosis 

induced by frenzied dancing and 

chanting. 

 We need to pray for medical 

m i s s i o n a r i e s  a n d  w a t e r 

purification experts to bring them 

both physical and spiritual water. 

There is also a need for qualified 

linguists to translate the Bible into 

the Karakalpak language.  Here is 

a relatively untouched people 

group, worthy of every effort on 

our part to ñremove the coveringò! 

 ðFrom Global Prayer Digest, 
October 20, 2006 j 

 
 

 

Submitted by Therrill E. Morgan, 
Wesley Chapel, Florida 

 

 

Guide to the New Year 
 

 òI said to the man who stood at the gate of the year, ôGive me a light        
that I may tread safely into the unknown.õ  

              And he replied, ôGo out into the darkness and  
      put your hand into the hand of God. That    
                         shall be to you better than light and safer 

        than a known way.õ  
           So I went forth and finding   
                       the Hand of God, trod gladly into 
             the night. And He led me 
               towards the hills  

             and the breaking of day                                  
in the lone East.ó 

 

                 ðKing George VI 
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Age of Opportunity 
 by Paul David Tripp 

 

Recommended Audience: Parents, 

primarily; though pastors, Sunday 
School teachers, youth workers, 
teachers, and mentors will also find 
many applications to their work with 
youth. 

Age of Opportunity offers the 

best combination of advice on 

working with young people that I 

have ever seen under one cover. 

Itôs Biblical and practical. Itôs so 

valuable that I had the youth 

mentors I teach read it, and we 

discussed it together in our weekly 

meetings. The book presented a lot 

of material pertinent to situations 

we face regularly.  

The author, Paul David Tripp, 

is brother to Tedd Tripp, of 

Shepherding a Childôs Heart 

fame. Based on reports I have 

heard about Shepherding (which I 

confess Iôve never read, despite 

high recommendations), itôs no 

surprise that Paul David and Tedd 

grew up in the same home. Age 

could have been subtitled, 

Shepherding a Teenôs Heart. 

When two brothers are echoing the 

same principles of effective 

parenting, it implies both that their 

parents did something right, and 

that they have the same Source, 

the Word of God.  

Age contains three main 

sections: ñClearing the Debris,ò 

ñSetting Godly Goals,ò and 

ñPractical Strategies for Parenting 

Teens.ò ñClearing the Debrisò 

challenges parents to re-think their 

approach to raising children by 

debunking the myth that parenting 

gets messy circa age thirteen. His 

alternative is, quite simply, the 

title of his book. Tripp explains 

that many parents struggle with 

raising young people, because 

their own idols (such as comfort, 

respect, and appreciation) become 

stumbling blocks (see Ezekiel 

14:4). He moves on to give a 

Biblical definition and job 

description of family, and to 

introduce parents to the unique 

youth characteristics that make 

these years so challenging and 

rewarding.  In  the group 

discussions with the students I 

mentor, we chuckled as we 

identified common characteristics 

such as insecurity, defensiveness, 

and a tendency to be legalistic 

while interpreting rules in ñourò 

kids. 

ñSetting Godly Goalsò gets 

more practical. Tripp reminds 

parents that the Gospel is the 

source of their power in raising 

children. Itôs a refreshing reminder 

that working with youth isnôt 

about following listed ñhow-toôs.ò 

Itôs about recognizing our need, 

and about being dependent on God 

for the answers. Using stories 

from his own experience to point 

out howðand how not toðdo it, 

Tripp spends the rest of the second 

section outlining key goals of 

parenting: Focusing on the 

Spiritual Struggle, Developing a 

Heart of Conviction and Wisdom, 

Teaching a Teen to Understand 

and React Redemptively with His 

Culture, Developing a Heart for 

God in Your Teenager, and 

Preparing Teenagers for Leaving 

Home. He offers clear and 

practical advice on teaching young 

people to be spiritual warriors, and 

to make decisions using ñclear-

boundaryò and ñwisdomò 

principles of Scripture. Examining 

cultureôs impact on families 

through things such as media and 

clothing, he goes on to discuss 

Biblical ways to respond to 

culture. He also talks about how to 

lead young people to have a heart 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                   

Tools For Teaching 
                          by KMS, Indianapolis, Indiana 

 

 

As someone who works closely with students ages 12-25, Iôm constantly on the lookout for resources geared 
for young people or those who work with them. Iôve come across several outstanding ones in the past couple of 

years, ones definitely worth passing along. 
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for God, something that will hold 

them close to God even when they 

are no longer geographically close 

to their parents. 

In his last section, Tripp 

finishes with some further 

strategies for working with young 

people, summing up with some 

final nuggets of advice. 
 

Cautions: The only potentially 

controversial point I found in the 

book was in regard to Trippôs 

perspective on culture. For 

example, parents with compliant 

children (or such a strong family 

identity that they are effective in 

steering them away from the 

temptations of modern culture) 

may not find it necessary to follow 

Trippôs advice to evaluate a 

childôs media in the home with 

him. 

 

Stomping out the Darkness; 
The Bondage Breaker, Youth 
Edition; and Busting Free  
all by Neil T. Anderson and Dave 
Park 

 

Recommended Audience: Youth 

workers, Sunday school teachers, 
youth Bible study leaders. 

 

The first two of these books 

are the youth editions of 

Andersonôs other well-known 

works, Victory over the Darkness 

and The Bondage Breaker. I prefer 

the youth editions over the adult 

ones, because I like the way that 

the youth versions make the truths 

simple and alive. 

These volumes look at some 

basics of the Christian life, such as 

identity in Christ, walking the 

walk of faith, winning the battle 

for the mind, and dealing with past 

baggage. The concepts are all as 

old as the Bible, but they are new 

to many believers. Interestingly, I 

was reading through one of the 

Anderson books at the same time I 

was re-reading Hannah Whitall 

Smithôs A Christianôs Secret of a 

Happy Life and found them very 

similar! Anderson is saying in 

modern language what Smith was 

saying over a century ago. 

Busting Free is a reproducible 

youth group Bible study that 

covers both Stomping and 

Bondage Breaker. I taught it to a 

group of inner-city girls and found 

it very practical. I had to simplify 

some of the activities and 

discussions, because the attention 

span of my class was short, but the 

sugges ted  ac t i v i t i es  and 

reproducible handouts spurred 

good conversations and study. 

Teaching on demons and the 

occult wasnôt central for my 

particular class, so I adapted that 

section. 
 

Caution: The books do use 

examples from pop culture, 

including slang and illustrations 

that cater to mainstream Christian 

youth. Not a huge stumbling block 

if youôre working with troubled 

inner-city young people, but 

perhaps something to avoid if 

youôre not. 

 

Girl Talk: Mother-Daughter 
Conversations on Biblical 
Womanhood 
by Carolyn Mahaney and Nicole 
Mahaney Whitacre 

 

Recommended Audience: 
Mothers and daughters; Bible study or 
Sunday School groups (for mothers or 
daughters, preferably for both); youth 
workers seeking to direct teenaged 
girlsô hearts to their moms. 
I had read Mahaneyôs 

Feminine Appeal (Titus 2 teaching 

for adult women) before Girl Talk 

came out, and Girl Talk was 

definitely fluffier, but it retained 

the richness of truth. Fluff I can 

understand since the book is 

directed to mothers and their 

teenaged daughters, and it makes 

the book more readable for the 

younger generation. 

Throughout the book, the 

authors discuss the mother-

daughter relationship, and what it 

means to be a godly woman. I love 

the fact that itôs actually written by 

a mother and daughterðnot just 

one or the other from one 

perspective. Mahaney is a mother 

whoôs been tremendously 

successful at raising three of her 

own daughters to be godly 

women. Mahaney and Whitacre 

talk about general topics such as 

mother-daughter roles and 

communication, and about specific 

topics such as appearance, ñguys,ò 

and dress. They consistently 

encourage mothers to take an 

active role in their daughtersô lives 

and to pursue them as friends, and 

they encourage daughters to see 

their mothers as dear friends. 

Further excellent material on 

Bibl ical womanhood from 

Mahaney and her three grown 

daughters is available on their 

blog, appropriately t i t led: 

www.GirlTalk.blogs.com.  
 

Cautions: None, really. 

Mahaney and Whitacre go out on 

a limb by being specific about 

their own standards in a few areas, 

but their emphasis is so clearly on 

being Biblical that theyôre not 

really controversial. They are 

refreshing because they arenôt 

afraid to say, ñThis is what God 

says; you need to apply it to your 

life!ò without specifically stating 

how families should interpret 

every Scripture. j 

 

Kendra is learning alongside the 
girls she works with in Indianapolis in 
the Leader-in-Training program, a 
mentoring approach to assisting 
troubled youth. 
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A T THE dawn of 1907, 

Coronet was anchored off 

Jaffa, Palestine, with her crew 

mostly in Jerusalem. The object of 

their visit to the City was to make 

final selections for the coming 

World Voyage which was looming 

large in all their minds. During the 

closing days of 1906, four groups 

of people had to be decided on and 

sent in various directions: the 

Coronet Company were going to 

begin the Trip Around the World; 

the Barkentine Kingdom was 

returning to the United States with 

a large group (most of whom had 

come over to keep the Feast the 

previous October); a contingent 

was to remain as mission workers 

in Jaffa; and finally another group 

would remain in Jerusalem itself. 

All this took a lot of time, 

consultation, and prayer. 

 On New Yearôs Day, they 

were still at it. Some, who had 

already been selected for the 

Coronet crew, began a week of 

fasting and prayer, seeking the 

right plan for filling the remaining 

slots. As it turned out, the final 

stage was determining the 

remaining women to be included. 

There was no lack of quality, and 

there was no lack of desire. There 

were several young ladies present 

whose lives has long ago been 

wholly dedicated to the work of 

God, and all were given a hearing 

as to their wishes. Mr. Sandford 

even set up a suggestion box into 

which everyone was to put a note 

saying whether they felt they were 

to go or stay. 

 Margaret Main, 25, had had 

her heart set for years on mission 

work, especially longing to serve 

in the New Hebrides Islands. This 

she expressed in full, expecting 

that the coming trip would fulfill 

one of the deepest ambitions of 

her life. But Mr. Sandford wasnôt 

easy about it. He leaned rather 

toward including another woman, 

Jean Dart, who had had medical 

training that might be useful on 

the voyage. The final call was 

made in an interview held in the 

prayer turret atop the fine stone 

house in Jerusalem they had 

named ñZion.ò  The news was 

doubtless broken gently, but it 

broke Margaretôs heart. Down the 

stairs she went, flooded with 

disappointment: she had given 

everything to God; there had been 

no turning aside in all her 

experiences as a Bible Student; 

and now this. ñIt just seemed as 

though once again every idol of 

my lifeðmy ambitionðwas 

shattered,ò she said years later. 

 Near despair the suffering 

young woman reached the bottom 

of the stair, turned aside to an 

empty room, and fell on her knees 

before God. What did He mean? 

Was there no comfort? And there 

in the stillness, the Voice of God 

whispered simply, ñHis fire is in 

Zion, and His furnace in 

Jerusalem.ò That was all. No 

sweet comfort; no sense of divine 

approval. Not even ñsometime 

weôll understand.ò Simply, ñHis 

fire; His furnace.ò 

 But God is a Master 

Workman. In just a few weeks 

(and in later months), Jean Dart 

was called on to exercise all her 

training on the voyage, and 

Margaret Main shortly went into 

the early stages of tuberculosis (a 

malady from which she was later 

completely healed in answer to 

prayer) which would have 

rendered her a liability and 

perhaps a casualty in the coming 

years at sea. To her everlasting 

credit, she proved an overcomer in 

a hard place and lived a long and 

godly life of service to God and 

His Kingdom. 

 Thus, as 1907 opened, a 

ñgoodly companyò of passengers 

and crew were ready at last to 

begin the Voyageða trip which 

was to consume their entire 

energies, physical and spiritual, 

for the next two and a half years. 

j 

 

     One Hundred Years Ago: 1907 

 

 Selecting the Crew  
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E VEN though on 

December 31st we had just 

concluded the reading of the 

Bible, we picked it up again on 

January 1st, and opened it to the 

beginning of the Book. And here 

we found the truth of what Jesus 

had said, that a disciple of the 

kingdom of Heaven has a 

ñtreasureò composed of ñold 

thingsò as well as ñnew.ò Here 

was Genesisðthe Book of 

Beginningsðthe only reliable 

record of the oldest things in the 

world. Here are recordsé which 

are just as important in preparing 

us for our eternal Home as are the 

things in the book of Revelation or 

anywhere in the New Testament. 

 That is what swept over me 

as I opened the Book and started 

to read. When God undertakes to 

reveal Himself to man and gives 

instruction that we may become 

acquainted with Him, who is to 

say which part of that revelation is 

most important?é 

 We read [for example of] a 

man by the name of Abram, later 

called Abraham. A few incidents 

of his life are recorded, and then 

we find that for all of Time and 

Eternity he becomes known as 

ñthe friend of God.òéSince God 

is no respecter of persons and one 

man way back there could get 

close enough to the Supreme 

Being to be called His ñfriend,ò 

why canôt you and I do the same? 

And if we can do the same, hadnôt 

we better get down to business and 

do so? 

 Is there then any reason, 

when we turn from the New 

Testamenté to the Old 

Testamenté to slacken our ardor 

for God or consider the pastures 

not so green? I think not. Whether 

like John responding to Him who 

is the first and the last, or like 

Abraham walking with God in 

faith and obedience until 

he became known as a ñfriendò of 

the Almightyðeither case should 

be an equal inspiration to us to 

press on toward the City that 

Abraham was headed for, and on 

whose foundations John is to have 

his name writtenðthe Eternal 

Jerusalem. 

 I hope you all read the 

Bibleðall of itðand that you 

have rejected that false teaching 

that discounts the worth of the Old 

Testament. I trust you will prove 

to be in 1957 a disciple of the 

kingdom of Heaven who has ña 

treasureò full of ñthings both new 

and old,ò from which you may 

draw to nourish your own soul and 

to feed other hungry hearts you 

meet along the way. j 
 

 
 

From The Standard, January, 

1957. 

  

  
Fifty Years Ago:  1957 
                     

On Reading the  

Lest We Forget  
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A 
S I BEGIN writing this, I am on an airplane, 

en route to Israel, and vividly aware that 

actually going to the Land God loves is a 

costly undertakingðon many levels. So why am 

I going? A very simple reason, really: I believe 

that He invited me. But does God actually call 

Christians to Israel today? And if so, why? 

Perhaps meditating on the reasons He has called 

people in the past will help answer this question. 

I also suspect that it will help me to count the 

reward along with the cost of obeying His call.  

As an American, I am shaped by the choices 

of my forebears: strong men and women who 

chose to become strangers, separatists, and 

pilgrims in a harsh new land. But as a follower of 

Jesus, I have pilgrim ancestors much farther back 

than the Mayflower. In Isaiah 51:1, God says, 

ñHearken to me, you that follow after 

righteousness, you that seek Jehovah. Look unto 

the rock whence you were hewn, and to the hole 

of the pit whence you were digged. Look unto 

Abraham your father, and unto Sarah that bare 

you.ò Like an adopted child who seeks out his 

birth parents, God is calling me to know who I 

am by tracing my spiritual heritage. 

In Hebrews 11, I find my lineage of faith 

includes a long line of ñstrangers and pilgrims on 

the earth,ò nearly all of whom lived in the Land 

of Israel. I don't think this is an accident. This is 

the land where nothing is sure. It's a fertile 

landðif it rains. But will the weather come from 

desert or sea? Itôs a wealthy and peaceful landð

if there are no enemies marching through. But as 

the only land bridge between Africa, Asia, and 

Europe, Israelôs odds for peace have never been 

good. And itôs a holy landðif the inhabitants 

trust and obey their God. But with such a 

smorgasbord of other gods, kings, cultures, and 

cults at hand, itôs easy to look for security at a 

lower cost. In his book The Land Between, Jim 

Monson identifies Godôs purpose for the Land of 

Israel as His ñtesting ground of faith.ò  

Ever gracious, God does not goad us, but 

calls us to the journey of faith. It was His own 

voice Abraham heard saying, ñGo to a land that I 

will show you.ò Rebekah was asked, ñWill you 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why Go To Israel?  
 

                                                                                                             by Lisa A, McDonough, Georgia  

Last October, Lisa A returned to Israel to resume her studies in Jerusa-

lem. TIMES OF RESTORATION has asked her to contribute regularly 

to the ñBeulahò page from the unique perspective gained by living in 

the City. Last year she addressed an important question in this column: 

Why Pray for Israel? Now she takes a look at a related topic. 
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go with this man?ò The children of Israel were 

challenged to ñGo in and possess the land.ò But 

(as Hannah Hurnard notes), the enemy will 

always try to frighten us off by planting 

scarecrows in the rich Land God has prepared for 

us. Hearing about giants ahead, the children of 

Israel hesitated, rather than looking to their much 

greater Companion. For surely, though a difficult 

call, it is no more than God Himself has taken up. 

Not only did He accompany the children of Israel 

through the desert on their way to the Promised 

Land, but ñin all their affliction, He was 

afflictedò (Isaiah 63:9). That it was a call to be 

with Him was enough, and God didnôt see fit to 

explain Himself further. Like 

Abraham, all the heroes of 

faith went out ñnot knowingò 

the place to which God was 

leading them. All but one, 

that is. It was Jesus who ñset 

His face steadfastlyò toward 

Jerusalem,  knowingð

knowing exactly the kind of 

death that awaited Him. And 

knowing, too, the joy just 

ahead. 

Why not follow in His 

steps? Of course, the life of 

faith is first a spiritual journey, but sometimes 

God allows us to act out in a miniature physical 

reality what we are living out in a much greater 

spiritual reality. If we literally follow Him in 

baptism, why not literally retrace His earthly 

journey? Becoming a pilgrim: itôs something that 

Byzantine Christians flocked to do, as soon as the 

evil Roman empire was a thing of the past. And 

much later when the Turkish Empire swung open 

the doors of the Holy Land, European Christians 

rushed to do the same. If our great-great-

grandparents could do it, in the age of bandits, 

disease, and travel by ship, surelyðif He calls 

usðwe can do the same in an age of heightened 

responsibilities, terrorism, and travel by air.  

If you have the opportunity, try filling your 

memory with experiences that forever will turn 

your Bible reading into living color. Youôll begin 

banishing that feeling, when you read Bible 

passages, that you have walked into the middle of 

someone elseôs conversation or have missed some 

inside joke. Why not understand the sort of thirst 

that galvanized the children of Israel into singing 

a well into existence, and the sort of cold that 

drew Peter to warm himself at a brazier despite 

his fear of the high priest? You can even speak 

with the heirs of the Pharisees and immerse 

yourself in the continuation of the Biblical feasts. 

This is the closest you can get to time travel! 

If you have to ignore criticism, or leave 

behind job, home, and family in order to come, 

youôll be in good company. And at the very least, 

by making those sacrifices, and by experiencing 

this chosen landðordinary, frustrating, and 

peopled by flesh and blood human beings as it 

isðyouôll have no reason to doubt that the life of 

faith is a tactile and tangible 

journey on which Jesus has 

called you to accompany 

Him!  

I know that being in this 

Land has made me a different 

person. Iôve experienced the 

Creatorôs care for His 

sparrows, the peer pressure 

exerted by ñthe Circumcisionò 

that divided the early Church, 

and the wonder the Psalmist 

felt when he made his ascent 

to Jerusalem. Though many 

of my experiences can only be explained by 

calling this Land ñGod's boot camp,ò through 

them Iôve crossed over my own Red Sea and 

begun to experience the glorious liberty of the 

children of God. Others found the same 

experience at the turn of the 20th century. As the 

yacht Coronet prepared for her intercessory 

voyage around the world, a young Canadian 

named Margaret Main looked forward to 

fulfilling her lifelong dream of being a 

missionary.  Instead, she found herself 

ñsidelinedò in Jerusalem. It was a disappointment 

that God explained to her only by the reminder 

that His ñfire is in Zion, and his furnace in 

Jerusalem.ò (See ñLest We Forgetò elsewhere in 

this issue.) 

So, though I go out like Jesus, counting the 

cost, I also go out knowing the joy He has set 

before me: complete transformation of this heart, 

this nation arisen from the dead, and my King 

enthroned on this hill. 

And that's why I go to Israel. j 
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W HAT went wrong in Iraq? 

T h i s  q u e s t i o n  w a s 

constantly on the lips of the 

quivering media in the weeks and 

months before last Novemberôs 

elections. It remains the subject of 

Congressional investigations 

fol lowing the Democrat ic 

takeover, and it appears that 

academics and military strategists 

will debate it for years to come. 

But is the question itself flawed? 

Perhaps the question is not what 

went wrong in Iraq, but rather 

what has gone wrong in America. 

On the ground in Iraq, there 

can be no question that our 

military actions were among the 

most successful in the history of 

our armed forces. Why then, is 

there so much angst and hand-

wringing over our involvement in 

Iraq? Simply put, we have to 

admit that the conflict in Iraq is 

not about a war between nations, 

but a war between worldviews. In 

a conflict of worldviews, America 

is ill -equipped to address the 

enemy, because our nation has 

been fighting a losing battle on 

that front for decadesðmany 

years before we landed our first 

troops in the desert soil of Iraq.  

Having long ago taken the 

of f icial  posit ion that  al l 

worldviewsðwhether atheistic, 

materialistic, new age, or 

biblically basedðare all of equal 

merit, our government lost its 

moral authority in waging war 

against an ideology (radical 

Islam), and it refuses to name it 

for the false and dangerous 

movement that it is. Lacking the 

will to recognize our enemy for 

what it isða stateless movement 

to destroy the West and to sweep it 

away with the Islamist swordð

our government was left only with 

the option of trying to attack a 

stateless enemy within the limited 

context of other statesðIraq and 

Afghanistan. 

But replacing the Iraqi 

government with a ñdemocratically 

electedò representative parliament, 

will not eliminate the Islamist 

threat, especially when that 

government is, at root, actually 

sympathetic to Islam itself.  

During World War II we were 

able to succeed in eradicating the 

motivating ideology behind our 

conquered enemies. After that 

war, our occupying forces and 

allies embarked upon a systematic 

campaign to de-legitimize and 

eradicate both Nazism in 

Germany, and the Bushido / 

Emperor-worship in Japan. The 

Nuremburg trials exposed Nazism 

for the empty and corrupt ideology 

that it was, and in Japan, under the 

leadership of Gen. MacArthur, 

whose moral compass was utterly 

unswerving, we forced the 

emperor to announce to his nation 

that he was not divine after all, 

and that his subjects should no 

longer consider him as such. With 

the underpinning philosophies of 

our  enemies successfu l ly 

eradicated, we were then able to 

rebuild both societies and to erase 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

   Islam and   

          the West  

 

by J.H.L., Fredericksburg, Virginia 
 

While TIMES OF RESTORATION does not take political positions, we feel it 

important in this column, in order to provide basis for further prayer, to dis-

cuss selected current events and trends in the light of Godôs unchanging Word. 
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every vestige of Nazi and Bushido 

symbolism and practice. Today, 

public display of a swastika in 

Germany is a punishable offense. 

Contrast  our approach 

following World War II, with the 

actions we have taken since our 

military victory on the ground in 

Iraq three years ago. Unlike our 

campaign against Nazism, we 

have not taken any measures to 

eradicate the enemyôs philosophical 

basis in Iraq. To this day, we 

tolerate Mosques in Iraq in which 

Imams openly preach sympathy 

for Al Qaida and urge Islamists to 

engage in acts of terrorism against 

the United States and her allies. 

Imagine how difficult the 

rebuilding of Germany might have 

been if we had permitted Nazi 

rallies to continue in occupied 

Germany. What would the 

occupation of Japan have been like 

if the emperor had kept urging his 

subjects to resist the American 

occupiers, instead of urging them 

(as he did at our insistence) to 

welcome and cooperate with 

Japanôs conquerors? 

Until our nation and leaders 

summon the will to recognize the 

enemy for who he is, we will not 

be successful in eradicating the 

threat to American security.  

How then do we define the 

enemy? Our enemy is a great 

deception, defined as follows: a 

world-wide Islamist movement 

bent on the destruction of the 

West, which it considers corrupt 

and worthy of destruction. This 

deception is, like all great 

deceptions, particularly successful 

because it carries with it a seed of 

truth. American culture is 

increasingly corrupt. The decline 

of Western society is well-

documented by our own 

soc io logis ts  and cu l tura l 

observers. Hollywood goes so far 

as to applaud and fuel every 

incremental corruption of decent 

society in its perpetual mission to 

shock and offend. Notwithstanding 

a number of prophetic voices 

decrying social corruption, our 

people, our leaders, and most 

contemptibly, our courts have 

utterly failed to stem the 

downward spiral of indecency and 

incivility. So when our enemy 

accuses us of corruption the 

charge stings, because in our 

hearts we know the arrow has 

found its mark. 

Is our enemy justified, then, in 

carrying out homicidal attacks 

against us? No, it is not. The 

answer to its accusations and 

attacks is not capitulation, but 

rather repentance and then 

resistance. And this strategy must 

begin at home. If we truly believe 

that America has a positive, even 

divinely authorized, role to fill in 

defending and perpetuating 

Christian liberty (as our nationôs 

founders clearly did), then we 

must stand firm against these 

ter ror-dr i ven at tempts  to 

undermine us. We must continue 

to work for a return to the core 

values upon which our nation was 

founded, and we must expose and 

systematically work to eradicate 

the philosophical basis of our 

enemiesô actions. 

When the King of Assyria sent 

his captain Rabshakeh to the very 

walls of besieged Jerusalem to 

denounce (within earshot of the 

defenders) King Hezekiah and the 

nation of Judah, Hezekiah did not 

capitulate. His actions, in fact, 

provide us with a clue as to how 

we may successfully answer our 

Islamic accusers today. The king 

of Judah first repented and then 

called upon Jehovah for help. He 

also sent for the Prophet Isaiah, 

with the following message: ñIt 

may be Jehovah thy God will hear 

all the words of Rabshakeh, whom 

the king of Assyria his master hath 

sent to defy the living God, and 

will rebuke the words which 

Jehovah thy God hath heard: 

wherefore lift up thy prayer for the 

remnant that is left.ò 

We cannot expect the weak 

and soulless among us to bend 

their knees before the Lord. It is 

the duty of the people of God to 

make these prayers of repentance 

for our nation and to implore His 

help in the fight against our 

adversaries. Doing so, we can be 

confident that He will hear and 

answer. ñHe that keepeth Israel 

will neither slumber nor sleep.ò 

Congressional investigators, 

media pundits, and even our 

military leaders refuse to 

recognize the spiritual conflict in 

which we are engaged. Our 

enemies, however, do not hesitate 

to declare their intention to use 

military force to advance the cause 

of their false religion. We should 

take them at their word, and 

plainly face up to this challenge.j 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

A home-schooling father of four, 
John works for a defense-related 
company as a consultant on 
acquisition programs for the U.S. 
Military. He recently retired from the 
U.S. Navy Reserve with the rank of 
Captain. 

How then  

do we  

define  

the enemy?  
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We were: 

Dead in transgressions (v. 1 and 5) 

Followers of the world and Satan (v. 2) 

Disobedient to God (v. 2) 

Gratifiers of sinful lusts (v. 3) 

Followers of every desire and thought (v. 3) 

Objects of Godôs wrath (v. 3) 

We are: 

Alive in Christ (v. 6) 

Recipients of Godôs mercy (v. 4) 

Loved by God (v. 4) 

Raised up and seated with Christ in Heaven (v. 6)  

Recipients of Godôs grace and kindness in Christ (v. 7) 

Saved through faith in Christ (v. 8) 

 

 

W  e are Godôs workmanship.  What an awesome thought! But isnôt that a problem for us sometimes? It becomes a mere thought or concept, rather than something we have claimed for ourselves. We often 

donôt feel like Godôs workmanship; instead, we feel like weôre struggling to keep our spiritual noses above 

water. 

I have been helped recently by studying the first ten verses of Ephesians 2, where Paul spells out clearly 

what Godôs workmanship looks like ñbefore and after.ò 

In short, we are ñGodôs workmanshipò (v. 10). 

Still, it sometimes feels as if weôre in the ñwereò category rather than the ñareò category. This, my dear 

brothers, is nothing but a lie of the enemy to get us discouraged. The Word of God states, ñTherefore, if anyone 

is in Christ he is a new creation. The old is gone and the new has comeò (2 Corinthians 5:17). We need to accept 

this first, and then proclaim it to ourselves, and finally to exhibit it to the world around us. 

In verse 10 the Greek word for workmanship is poema, from which we get the English word ñpoem.ò  So 

look at it this way: we are Godôs workmanshipðHis poem to the worldðHis art, His created beauty on display 

to show His love and grace. 

Do we feel like His art? Probably not, most of the time. But this is just where it takes faith to claim it. Claim 

it every morning and declare it to the enemy: ñIôm displaying Christ to this needy world.ò And then step out and 

live it, based on another truth: ñI have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in 

meò (Galatians 2:22). 

I am Godôs poem to the world, created by Him: itôs a wonderful fact. Itôs with this confidence that we can 

step out and proclaim Him. We donôt have to worry about saying just the right thing, or not offending someone. 

We already bring to the conversation a presence of Godôs own workmanship. Then how about a daily prayer, 

something like this: ñLord, help me to represent the work that you can do.ò 

I long for someone to come up to me and ask if I am a Christianðjust because they observed something in 

me that was attractive. Iôm sure it has happened before, but not often enough. 

So, menðstrange as it may sound to our ears, letôs be beautiful, Yes? j 

 

Husband and father, as well as Pastor of Woodhaven Chapel, Paul also works in the used car business. 

 
 
 

Divine  Craftmanship  
by Paul Brown, North Scituate, Rhode Island 

ñFor we are Godôs workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, 

which God prepared in advance for us to do.ò   

Ephesians 2:10 
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Katie Sutton, 

Gilboa, 

New York  

 

From a large 

home-schooling 

family, Katie 

learned about 

Fairwood from 

David and Linda Holscher, who 

live in a near-by town. She came 

to Fairwood, in part, because (in 

her words), ñI want to do 

something with my lifeðnot just 

milk cowsò ! She writes furtherð 

 ñI live with my parents on a 

dairy farm that used to belong to 

my great grandfather, and my 

family includes 10 children and 

two grandparents. When I was 12 

years old I was at a tent meeting, 

and when the invitation was given, 

I went forward and accepted 

Christ as my Savior, being 

baptized two years later. 

 ñDuring my early teen years 

I had a good walk with the Lord. 

As time went on I found that 

sometimes walls get built between 

ourselves and God; and I learned 

that the Christian life is sometimes 

joyful and sometimes troubled. 

But Iôve also learned what it 

means when it says that, óHe 

Himself is our peace.ôò 

 ñKate,ò as she is known (to 

distinguish her from another 

Katie) sets a high value on purity 

of thought and action. One of the 

major life lessons this year has 

been the power in the blood of 

Jesus to give the victory. Itôs a joy 

to have her here as a student. 

 

Rachel Camuso, 

Richmond,     

New Hampshire 

Coming from a 

family of 11 

children (two 

older than she), 

Rachel accepted Christ at the age 

of four. She didnôt have far to 

travel to get to Fairwood, having 

learned of it through a chance 

meeting with some of the staff at a 

local Messiah concert several 

years ago. During the past 

summer, she worked extra hard on 

her home schooling in order to be 

ready for the start of the Bible 

School year. Here is her 

testimony. 

 ñWhile here Iôve made some 

new friends besides the many I 

met while visiting during the past 

year. Itôs really nice to have staff 

and classmates with whom I can 

be honest, enjoy fellowship, and 

who are all Christians. Each of 

them has helped me ease into the 

schedule here much better than it 

would have gone without their 

help. 

 ñIôve chosen this school first 

of all because of its godly 

principles and also because I 

enjoyed being around such 

splendidly encouraging, sweet-

spirited people. Since Iôve come, 

thereôs been more time to study 

the Bible by memorization, study 

for classes, and the actual 

classroom time itselfðall besides 

my personal devotions. 

 ñThe Lord has become more 

real to me, especially the aspect of 

His unchanging love. No matter 

what my emotions may be, Heôs 

still there reaching out His hand to 

me and saying, óCome! Donôt 

stop, donôt look back, Iôm here!ô 

God is really so much beyond me, 

but yet He is incredibly close, too. 

 ñItôs been a wonderful 

experience so far, and Iôm looking 

forward to a good remainder of the 

year. Although I know there will 

be óbumps in the road,ô the Lord 

will see me through!ò 

 
 

The First Year Class,  

Fairwood Bible Institute  
 

 By the time you read this, the first semester will be over, so itôs high time we introduced the new students to those inter-

ested in the School. Please pray for them as they look ahead to the rest of the year.  

The incoming class was smaller than usual this year, with only four students, but as God would have it, they are enthusiastic 

and serious-minded young people.  Already, theyôve made a positive impression and have been experiencing  

Godôs work in their lives. 

 Below are some excerpts from their written testimonies. 
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Katie Griffith,  

Essex,  

Massachusetts 
 

Like her classmates, 

Katie grew up in a 

Christian home, 

accepting Jesus at a 

young age. Unlike many of her 

fellow students, though, she went 

to public schools and came from a 

small family. ñIt seems,ò she 

writes, ñthat most everyone else 

here has home-schooled all their 

lives and come from families of 

eight to ten members. I feel like 

Iôm different, but it is wonderful to 

be around people that are so unlike 

others Iôve met in my life before.ò 

 ñóGoodô is how Iôd describe 

my Bible School experience so 

far. After much debating over 

what to do after high school, I 

decided that Fairwood Bible 

Institute would be the perfect 

place to learn new skills and grow 

spiritually at the same time. I think 

I made the right choice. 

 ñI really appreciate the order 

of everything at Fairwood. I was 

even telling some of the girls the 

other night how much I like the 

óslop bucket.ô Thatôs where 

everything gooey and slimy ends 

up in the kitchen. We use it often 

while cleaning up from meals. But 

what happens when itôs full? The 

young men take it out whenever 

we ask them to, and they clean it 

for us as well! I just think itôs so 

neat to have systems like thatð

systems that keep everything in 

perfect order for the full operation 

of Fairwood. 

 ñIôve learned so much 

practical knowledge since 

arriving, too. I can cook, Iôm 

learning piano, I play racquetball 

and volleyball, and Iôm better at 

housecleaning. More importantly, 

itôs easier to stand up in public to 

give testimonies and pray. I love 

having more time to study Godôs 

Word, and I feel Iôm really taking 

to heart what weôre learning in 

class. Iôve also been praying a lot 

more. Dan Murray taught us that 

when praying, faith is the victory, 

and that the results are up to God. 

This helps me appreciate the 

meaning of prayer more than I had 

before. 

 ñI am so thankful for how 

Iôm changing personally, too. 

Every change is positive, and Iôm 

just getting better and better. 

Maybe by the end of the year, Iôll 

be some kind of Christian 

superwoman with óawesome 

powersô! Who knows what the 

future may bring? All I know is 

that I love it here, and that Iôm 

excited to see what will happen 

tomorrow.ò 

  

Joshua Roe, 

Unadilla,  

New York  

 

Josh accepted 

Jesus as a child, 

but didnôt really 

develop a relationship with Him 

until age 15. After some struggles 

that took him out of the home for a 

while, Josh began to settle down. 

Eventually he found Fairwood by 

attending a youth weekend a year 

or so ago. He liked what he saw, 

and his mother having been an 

alumna made it seem a good fit. 

And so it has been. He has 

developed friendships in the dorm, 

and with his easy-going nature, 

heôs not a problem to get along 

with. In a close-knit group, thatôs a 

valuable characteristic! 

 ñSince coming here,ò he 

writes, ñIôve found that Godôs 

presence is all around me, in the 

people, in the dorm, and especially 

in the chapel. Every time I go into 

the sanctuary, I just feel like 

singing. The people here are good 

people. They accepted me even 

though I had had a rough past. 

 ñGod has done many things 

in my life while here. To start 

with, I was awarded a full 

scholarshipðoh, praise the Lord! 

Then He made Himself known to 

me in another (strange) way: I fell 

into the pit in the garage. Now you 

may wonder how God made 

Himself known in that? Well, Iôm 

alive and well, am I not? I only 

bumped my ankle, Praise the 

Lord! And there have been other 

times God has revealed himself to 

me. 

ñMost recently He came to my 

aid at the time of my 

grandmotherôs death. It hit me 

hard, and I was praying over and 

over for Him to fulfill His Word, 

óBlessed are they that mourn, for 

they shall be comforted.ô I knew, 

of course, that she was in a better 

place, but that didnôt bring me the 

comfort I was looking for. I had 

fasted and prayed the Friday 

before the funeral, and the answer 

came that evening. There, in 

Sabbath service, I received a 

vision in which I saw my 

grandmother arriving at the gates 

of Heaven. She looked 20 years 

younger, and was greeting all her 

family, including her husband, 

who were waiting for her at the 

gates. God had answered my 

prayer.ò 

 

 Thank God for His work in 

the lives of these four young 

people, and may we be faithful in 

prayer for their support as they 

work with Him to develop 

character, faithfulness, and vision 

in the things of God. j 
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H OW ON earth can I 

describe this day? In 

many ways itôs been the 

strangestðat least the 

most amazingðday of 

my life. 

Well, let me start. 

We had to get up extra 

early this morningðat 

d awn,  a c tua l l yð

because Joshua had told 

us we were going to 

march around Jericho 

seven times today. Itôs 

been rather weird these 

past six days, because 

we had to march around 

the city once each day, 

and it was such an 

interruption to the 

normal schedule. My 

family seems to be the 

only one who is still 

trying to maintain a 

schedule. (My friend 

Esther says it seems like 

her family has just been 

having a vacation!) 

Being the daughter of a 

p r i e s t  c a n  b e 

inconvenient sometimes, 

since Father is trained 

in the priestly order and 

its rules, and he has to 

maintain a schedule.  I 

guess it rubs off on the 

rest of us. 

So weôve been 

marching once a day, 

which has taken about 

four hours out of our 

normal routine: break 

camp, march to the city, 

march around it, and 

return. My brother Ben 

and I have enjoyed it, 

since we get out of 

work during that time. 

But it had also started to 

get rather tiring to keep 

doing it day after day 

with no apparent result. 

But today was 

different! As I said, we 

got up extra early. We 

had to break camp and 

be over to the city by 

eight in the morning, all 

set up ready to march 

by nine. Joshua led the 

way from camp, 

followed by all the 

soldiers. Estherôs 

brother is old enough to 

be in the army, and I 

saw a glimpse of him 

quite a distance off 

through the crowds. 

Everyone seemed extra 

alert this morning; a 

sense of expectancy 

was in the air. We knew 

the climax of this 

campaign was near. 

There were so many 

people it was almost 

overwhelming for the 

officers as they tried to 

get us all to do the same 

thing at the same time. 

Weôve been doing it for 

a week, and some kind 

of routine had settled in, 

but somehow the extra 

tension in the air today 

made it harder. But they 

managed it well. Father 

was one of the trumpet 

players today, and with 

a couple of signals from 

the ramôs horn the 

people soon fell into 

place by Tribes, and we 

were ready to go as 

usual. 

First came the army 

itself, led by Joshua as 

Commander. After the 

soldiers, came Father 

and six other priests 

with the trumpets. Then 

came the Ark of the 

Covenant with its 

bearers, and then came 

 

 

Twice -told (Bible) Tales  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE BATTLE OF JERICHOñAS I SAW IT 
By Kimberly Murray 

 

A Young Girlôs View of the Final Day 
  

A major element of Scripture consists of storiesðhistorical events 

recounted in more or less detail. Sometimes the Bibleôs imagery is vivid, 

but sometimes there are gaps. What would it be like to try filling the gaps? 

By re-telling these stories with the objective that any chosen incident must 

include everything the Bible includes about it, but that you can add 

anything extra that occurs to your own imagination, you might come up 

with true drama. 

When students of Fairwood Bible Institute were assigned to write such 

stories during the 2005-2006 school year, the results were so good we de-

cided to share some of them with our readers. 
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the rest of us. They call 

us the ñrearguard,ò and 

we include all the folks 

who are able and 

willing to be part of the 

p r o c e s s i o nðe v e n 

women and older 

children. Mother let me 

go with Estherôs family, 

which made for a more 

interesting march, even 

though we werenôt 

allowed to talk at all. I 

wasn't looking forward 

to the day much 

b e c a u s e  i t  wa s 

especially hot and dry, 

with the usual dust 

raised by all those 

feetðonly seven times 

as much! Iôm beginning 

to wonder if Iôll ever 

get the dust out of my 

robe again. 

Well, to entertain 

ourselves, Esther and I 

had a competition to see 

who could be the first 

one to see the scarlet 

cord in one of the 

windows of the city. 

During one of the other 

marches was when we 

first noticed it. The 

second time around the 

city today when we saw 

it, I could see a woman 

with a young girl 

standing at the window 

looking out at us all. I 

wondered what they 

were thinking at that 

moment. But by the 

fourth time around I 

was so exhausted and 

thirsty I could barely 

stand it, and I didnôt 

care a thing about that 

cord any more. I 

couldnôt think of 

anything but dust, 

sweat, plodding, and 

trying to avoid heat 

stroke. Estherôs mother 

gave me a drink from 

her wineskin which 

helped. 

I kept thinking of 

things I wanted to say, 

but no one was allowed 

to talk, so I would try to 

talk to Esther by using 

my hands. It didnôt 

work very well. Then I 

guess my mind just shut 

off for a bit, because I 

canôt remember much. 

Everybody was just 

walking, walking, 

walking, putting one 

foot in front of the 

other, all in silence, 

except for the rumble of 

hundreds of thousands 

of tramping feetðand 

the relentless sound of 

the seven trumpets 

leading the Ark. 

Suddenly, the noise 

diminished and stopped, 

and I bumped into 

Esther who had come to 

a halt right in front of 

me. I dazedly looked 

around to see what the 

matter was and saw that 

the marching was 

stilled. 

I couldnôt see much 

else, for the dust and the 

crowd, but somewhere 

up in front, Joshua was 

standing on a little high 

spot. I could faintly 

hear his shout, as he 

began to call out to the 

troops. ñShout, because 

Jehovah has given you 

the city!ò Then the 

trumpets sang out again 

with greater intensity, 

followed by a huge roar 

which nearly took my 

breath away! My blood 

began to rush, my head 

cleared, and I began to 

shout too. I was a little 

dry at first because of 

not talking for about 

eight hours, but it grew 

more and more thrilling 

once I warmed up to it. 

Then the most 

a m a z i n g  t h i n g 

happened. Every eye 

was fixed on the city 

walls, as we yelled and 

hollered and shouted, 

and nothing seemed to 

be happening at first. 

But then those high and 

heavy walls actually 

began to waver. I could 

hardly believe my eyes. 

Then the defenses 

began to just fall apart 

everywhere I looked. It 

was like the wind 

blowing over a dune in 

the desert when it looks 

like the sand particles 

are just falling off the 

crest. Brick after brick 

came tumbling and 

crashing down, until 

both of the inner and 

outer walls were just 

gone. I could see right 

into the city where the 

people were running 

around trying to hide. 

At this, of course, 

the army charged 

straight up into the 

s t reets ,  and the 

rearguard followed 

close behind to make 

sure no one escaped. 

But Esther and I held 

back, watching in awe. 

This was no place for 

girls. Presently as we 

looked on, she pointed 

out a section of wall on 

the other side that stood 

high above the rubble. 

It didnôt seem to be 

broken down at all. 

Running over that way, 

we soon discovered 

what had happened. 

Two soldiers were 

helping a woman and 

her family out of a 

house built into the only 

part of the wall that 

hadnôt fallen down. And 

they were taking good 

care of them, protecting 

them from the rest of 

the troops. 

Remembering what 

Joshua had announced 

about saving the woman 

Rahab and her family, I 

figured this had to be 

them. Catching sight of 

a girl about our age, 

Esther and I followed 

them as they were led to 

a place of safety. We 

learned her name is 

Ze ru iah ,  Rahab 's 

niece.  Weôre going to 

see her tomorrow and 

visit them both. Maybe 

then I can ask what they 

were thinking when I 

saw them looking out 

the window while we 

were marching today. 

They must have quite a 

story to tell of their 

own! 

Anyway, this has 

been a day to remem-

ber, and I doubt Iôll ever 

forget it the rest of my 

life. It was an amazing 

victory, a God-sent mir-

acle as the army of Isra-

el begins its conquest of 

the Land of Promise! j 

A gradua te  o f 
Fairwood Bible Institute 
in 2006, Kimberly is 
enrolled as a freshman at 
Florida College in Tampa. 
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                                                    Be Strong 
 

 

 

         Be strong! 

                                                                We are not here to play, to dream, to drift, 

                                                        We have hard work to do, and loads to lift. 

                                                  �6�K�X�Q���Q�R�W���W�K�H���V�W�U�X�J�J�O�H�����I�D�F�H���L�W�����µ�W�L�V���*�R�G�¶�V���J�L�I�W�� 

 

      Be strong!  

                                                       Say not the days are evil�² �Z�K�R�¶�V���W�R���E�O�D�P�H�" 

                                              And fold the hands and acquiesce�² O shame! 

                                                          �6�W�D�Q�G���X�S�����V�S�H�D�N���R�X�W�����D�Q�G���E�U�D�Y�H�O�\�����L�Q���*�R�G�¶�V���Q�D�P�H�� 

 

      Be strong! 

                                It matters not how deep entrenched the wrong, 

 How hard the battle goes,  

                                             the day, how long; 

                                          Faint not, fight on!  

                                                    Tomorrow comes  

                                                             the song. 
 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

       ïMaltbie D. Babcock 


