
SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2006 



2  TIMES OF RESTORATION   @    SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER  2006 

 

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 
 

TIMES OF RESTORATION proclaims 
the glad news that the ñrestoration of 
all thingsò promised in the books of 
Matthew and Acts is under way. We 
are now living in the climactic times 
ñwhereof God spake by the mouth of 
His holy prophets that have been from 
of oldò (Acts 3:21). The Christianity of 
the Early Church with its intense reali-
ty with God, its fervent love for Christ, 
its expectancy of His return, and its 
absolute submission to the Holy Spirit 
has been restored. The return of Je-
sus Christ is imminent, and it is our 
privilege to prepare the way of the 
Lord by practicing now the way of life 
that will prevail during the Millennium. 

This publication aims to define 
and encourage that way of life, as 
understood by the Christian move-
ment known as The Kingdom. (A 
Statement of Faith is available upon 
request.) It is a humble and holy way, 
based on practice of the whole Bible 
and an acute responsiveness to the 
leadings of the Holy Spirit. Our prayer 
is that the paper will strengthen, chal-
lenge and edify all earnest Christians. 

TIMES OF RESTORATION (ISSN 
0740-9680) is published six times a 
year by The Kingdom Christian Minis-
tries, Dublin, NH 03444. Yearly mate-
rial costs are $7.00. Donations are 
accepted, but subscriptions are free 
by writing to The Kingdom Christian 
Ministries, 18 Fairwood Dr., Dublin, 
NH 03444-8320. Scripture quotations 
are usually from the American Stand-
ard Version. 

 

 
Manager & Editor  Timothy Murray 
Typesetter & Layout  Rachel Adams 
Production    Derrick Jones 
 Rachel Adams 

 
 
 
 

 

The Ways of God, Part 4 3 

Editor 

In Ways of Excellence 4 

Craig Sandford 

Divine Reciprocity 7 

Timothy Murray 

This World for Christ 9 

Thailand and Burma  

Tad Sandford 

Family Foundations 11 
Hope for Sick Marriages 

Contributed by David H. Murray 

Learning With Him  14 
Open Letter to College Students  

By the late Hadassah Abram 

Beulah 16 
Why Study Israel? 

Lisa A 

Events of Our Times 18 
The Present Fiscal Crisis 

J.H.L. 

What Shall We Read? 20 
Sabbath Keeping Refreshed 

Miriam Homer 

Lest We Forget 21 
Approaching Beulah for the First Time 

Quit You Like Men 23 
Leadership in the Home 

Bruce Lyman 

Christ on the Outside 25 

William Bright 

Why I am Here 27 

Peggy Teem 

 
 

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER  2006  VOL. 23  NO 5 



SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER  2006    \    TIMES OF RESTORATION  3 

 

The Ways Of God,  

Part 5  
 

ñShow me now Thy ways.ò 

 
ðMoses, the Man of God, Exodus 33:13 

 

L 
AST issueôs window into the ñways of Godò in-

cluded thoughts about godly unity among the 

brethren and about Godôs ability to deal justly in 

His discipline even at a national level. In a way, we could 

say they were looking at some of Godôs ñPathsòðwhat He 

does, where He goes, and the places He provides for us to 

walk (and think) while pursuing ñHis steps.ò 

This time weôre going to look at His Choices ðwhat 

He accepts, and what He rejects. Itôs clear that God is 

not capricious (not a ñtame Lion,ò as C. S. Lewis put it), 

and it follows that He has most definite ideas about good 

and evil, right and wrong, even better and best. He also 

cares how we, His creatures, pursue the one or avoid the 

other. We are to make choices, and interestingly, we find 

that He makes choices, too. First, of course, He chose us. 

Without that, there would be no more story. But having 

made that sovereign choice, He continues to decide 

things. On what basis? Itôs not ñrocket scienceò as they 

say. Some of it is basic common sense. Further, He ex-

pects us to do the same, using that same good sense, 

which is His own gift to us. 

Our writers examine two such areas, neither of 

which is mysterious. But they do open up new vistas in 

His sovereign ways with men. Letôs see what Heôs teach-

ing us through these folks, and letôs hold fast to His ways. 

 
ðEditor 
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A 
 FEW months ago, I heard 

a fellow Christian college 

student speak of her slack 

approach to education. Roughly 

paraphrased, her outlook was this. 

ñIf I knew I needed only eight 

points on a final exam to pass the 

class with a C, I wouldnôt even 

study for it. Iôd go do something 

more important and figure Iôd get 

the eight points somehow.ò I was 

startled to hear this. Amazed, in 

fact. Hearing a Christian glibly 

state that she would settle for a C 

without a fight didnôt sit right with 

me. Her closing mantra, after tak-

ing some cheap shots at students 

who try too hard, was ñLifeôs more 

than 100ôs.ò 

I can agree with that. Life is 

more than 100ôs. Grades do not 

measure our status with our Heav-

enly Father. In themselves, they 

are empty letters and numbers 

without ability to commend us to 

Heaven. But attitude, which is of-

ten represented accurately by 

grades, is vitally important. It 

seems to me that a Christian, of all 

people, should seek to do his best 

in whatever God calls him to do, 

that his Heavenly Father will ulti-

mately receive glory through his 

works. While itôs not necessary to 

earn high grades to please God, it 

is necessary to display an attitude 

which desires to present to Him a 

sacrifice of excellence, a sacrifice 

worthy of His glory, a sacrifice 

pleasing to Him. For all that we do 

as followers of Christ is, ultimate-

ly, a sacrifice to Him. 

God is clear throughout the 

Law that the sacrifices we bring to 

Him are to be perfect, ñwithout 

blemish.ò He doesnôt want us to 

bring Him our leftovers and our 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Ways Of Excellence 
 

by Craig Sandford, Dublin, New Hampshire 

 

He gave His best, and He is worthy of our best 

 

All we do as 

followers of 

Christ is, 

ultimately, a 

sacrifice to 

Him. 
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rejects. He doesnôt ask for C+ 

lambs; He requests grade-A lambs 

of the highest quality. Jesus is the 

prime example of a grade-A 

Lambðthe perfect, all-atoning 

sacrifice. He didnôt go halfway in 

purchasing our salvation. He didnôt 

slack off partway through the cru-

cifixion, deciding Heôd bled 

enough to meet the requirements 

for atonement. No, Christôs exam-

ple exudes excellence, perfection, 

and thoroughness in all things. 

To me, it seems to follow that 

we, too, should aim high, even in 

ñnon-spiritualò areas. We should 

be diligent to offer Him a pleasing 

sacrifice, not one thatôs merely 

acceptable. As we serve Him in 

our daily lives, carrying out our 

mundane daily tasks, He is looking 

for us to produce works of high 

quality which will bring glory to 

His name and His Kingdom. He 

doesnôt call us to lazily stagger to 

the altar with whatever weôve 

come up with and heedlessly cast it 

down before Him. He seeks more 

than the minimum; He seeks excel-

lence. 

 

 

Why Excellence? 
In addition to Godôs demand 

for unblemished sacrifices, I see 

three compelling reasons why Chris-

tians should walk in ways of excel-

lence. First of all, God Himself 

never departs from excellence. He 

never leaves a job partially done, 

poorly done, or undone. The Al-

mighty completes His tasks, and 

does so gloriously. All His works 

radiate perfection. As redeemed 

children of God who are trans-

formed into His image by the aton-

ing blood of Christ, we have the 

privilege and responsibility of fol-

lowing in His footsteps and pro-

ducing excellence in our own 

works. Whether we find ourselves 

studying for an exam, cleaning the 

kitchen, mowing the lawn, writing 

an article, or making a presentation 

at work, we ought to walk in the 

footsteps of our Father by doing all 

those tasks to the best of our abil-

ity. While our humanity may pre-

vent us from creating works that 

ñradiate perfection,ò the attitude of 

heart that seeks the best radiates 

Christôs character and lifts us to 

heights of excellence. 

Paul told the Colossians to do 

all they did as if they were doing it 

for God, not men. ñWhatsoever ye 

do, work heartily, as unto the Lord, 

and not unto men; knowing that 

from the Lord ye shall receive the 

recompense of the inheritance: ye 

serve the Lord Christò (3:23-24). 

This is a second reason for seeking 

excellence. Not only do we emu-

late Godôs character, we also re-

member that all we do is in service 

to Him, not men. Christ is my mas-

ter. I serve Himðnot my boss, my 

professor, or even myself. When 

we work for men, compromising 

excellence becomes an easy trap, 

because as long as we satisfy our 

human supervisor, it doesnôt mat-

ter to us whether our project is tru-

ly good or not. Working for self 

yields even lower quality, because 

most of us are willing to settle for 

less in our personal lives if it al-

lows us to relax. We let ourselves 

ñoff the hookò on a regular basis, 

murmuring, ñLife is more than 

100ôs.ò But when we acknowledge 

Christ as the Master of our tasks, 

excellence once again becomes the 

goal. Our vision clears as we 

acknowledge that while life is 

more than 100ôs, life is not more 

than glorifying God, and if by dili-

gent attempts to achieve excellence 

we can glorify Him, thatôs where 

our hearts should lie. 

The third reason for pursuing 

excellence derives from the role 

Christians fill as ambassadors to an 

unsaved world. Everything we do 

as Christians will somehow reflect 

on the name of Christ. Pursuing 

excellence is one way we can be 

sure the reflection is positive. The 

world, as a rule, doesnôt try hard 

anymore, unless (perhaps) thereôs 

a promise of financial reward. 

They seek the minimum in every-

thing. When a Christian goes 

above and beyond, itôs a testimony 

to the people around him, provided 

itôs done ñas unto the Lordò and 

not out of pride. 

Excellence is an area where 

Christians can set themselves apart 

from the world, shaking off the 

miserable cloak of mediocrity that 

surrounds them, and donning one 

that keenly desires to do things as 

God would have them doneðwith 

excellence! Rather than being con-

 

ñWhatsoever 

ye do, work 

heartily, as 

unto the Lord, 

and not unto 

men.ò 
Colossians 3:23 
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formed to the worldôs dismal 

standards, we can be transformed 

into Christôs perfection, diligently 

seeking to glorify God with every 

task instead of performing with the 

same lack of enthusiasm as those 

around us. We can either blend in 

as average, or stand out by sug-

gesting that the life of a Christian 

is far above average. 

 

 
Avoiding pitfalls 

Yet in looking at excellence, a 

fair warning about the dangers of 

perfectionism is in order. Perfec-

tionism is bondage to personal 

high ideals because of insecurity or 

pride. It involves a desire for nit-

picky exterior quality, and seeks to 

achieve this quality by looking to 

oneself instead of to God. Its pri-

mary symptom is anxiety. This 

blight has no part in serving Christ, 

and in fact, by turning our eyes 

inward this way, we hinder our 

own search for a pleasing sacrifice.  

Itôs impossible to say too much 

in favor of freedom from the bond-

age of perfectionism. Since perfec-

tionism is rooted in the individual, 

it prohibits trusting the Holy Spirit 

to work through us to achieve ex-

cellence. Conquering it means let-

ting go of personal standards and 

allowing God to take over and con-

form our projects to His standards. 

Excellence comes when God is in 

a project, not because the project is 

perfect. Freedom from perfection-

ism, however, does not result in a 

freedom from pursuing excellence. 

Often people try to overcome the 

one by rejecting the other. Under-

standing the difference allows us 

to be freed from bondage to pursue 

Godôs glory. 

Unfortunately, excellence in 

the Christian world is on the de-

cline. It used to be that the Church 

provided the world with its great-

est thinkers, its greatest scientists, 

its greatest musicians, and its 

greatest authors, all striving for the 

highest degree of excellence in 

their fields. Today, most Christians 

seem content with mediocrity in-

stead. It no longer matters to them 

if they are exemplary with regard 

to character, behavior, families, 

education, and careers. Theyôd 

rather be comfortable like every-

one else, instead of trying hard. As 

long as theyôre going to pass the 

class, they donôt bother staying up 

late to study. 

We must not allow the pursuit 

of excellence to become another 

casualty, blurring the lines be-

tween the world and the Body of 

Christ. We know that such lines 

are blurry these days, and theyôre 

becoming blurrier. Modern Chris-

tians do many of the same things 

that people of the world do. There 

is little separation. The ñho-humò 

attitude of the secular is quietly 

tainting the sacred. Letôs squelch it 

in our own hearts and purpose to 

aim higher. 

 

 

The Reward 
In the pursuit of excellence lies 

a power to attract the world to the 

brilliance of Christôs light. Our 

excellence of character; excellence 

of love; excellence in speech, 

dress, and behavior; excellence in 

how we perform our jobsðall are 

ways to challenge the world to 

look beyond their relativism and 

apathy. Empty excellence canôt 

achieve this, but Christ-filled ex-

cellence can. A city set on a hill 

cannot be hid. A city set on the 

plain of mediocrity with the rest of 

the world doesnôt have nearly the 

same effectiveness as its elevated 

counterpart. As we climb the hill 

of excellence, our light shines 

more brightly to those around us, 

and more people take notice of the 

differences evident in the lives of 

Christians.  

In the end, walking in ways of 

excellence may even draw the lost 

to discover what motivates us to 

excel. The pleasing sacrifice we 

present to our Lord piques the in-

terest of our neighbors, and they 

catch a glimpse of something that 

brings glory to God and with His 

help they will see God Himself. 

For when all is said and done, He 

is the one for whom we pursue 

excellence, because we are living 

our livesðand doing everything 

we doðñas unto the Lord and not 

unto men.ò                                    @ 

ðAn anointed (and excellent) 
musician, Craig was graduated last 
spring from the Hartt School of Music 
in Hartford, Connecticut. 

 

Today, most 

Christians 

seem content 

with 

mediocrity 

instead.  
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W  
OULD God, our mer-

ciful Father, our loving 

Savior, ever laugh at 

us? I donôt mean laugh with us 

over a humorous incidentðI mean 

laugh at us. Thatôs not an easy one 
to answer. In our ongoing explora-

tion of the ñWays of God,ò our text 

is the Bible, as ever, and hereôs 

one time when we must study it 

carefully. At the bottom of all our 

inquiry must be the Scripture 

which tells us, ñThe sum of thy 

Word is truthò (Psalm 119:160). 

Our search after His ways must 

include the whole textbook. 

Letôs begin, then, by pointing 

out that God, our merciful Father, 

is a sentient Being. That means He 

knows things (and knows all 

things), He thinks, He determines 

right from wrong, and He makes 

choices. From this it follows that 

He finds certain of our behaviors 

acceptable and others not. 

Before we go further down this 

path, we need to reassert that His 

salvation love is limitless. It was 

while we were yet sinners, that He 

loved us. Every transgression is 

forgiven; we are saved to the utter-

most; believers cannot strive their 

way into Heaven, but are com-

pletely dependent on His freely 

offered grace. But we are left, after 

He chooses us, with choices of our 

own in our life-long pilgrimage. 

What, then, does the Bible say 

about acceptable choices? Itôs safe 

to say that He accepts our prayers, 

for one thing, and our offerings, 

our service, certainly our love, and 

our faithful adherence to the de-

mands of His law. More important 

than all this, though, He accepts 

the absolute atonement of His Son 

in our behalf. What Jesus accom-

plished on the Cross was, and is, 

fully accepted by His Father as a 

propitiation for sin, ñonce for all.ò 

That, we remind ourselves, is 

ñGood Newsò! 

So what kinds of things does 

He reject? To begin with, He actu-

ally rejects certain kinds of pray-

ers. Yes, God in Heaven some-

times hears and knows when a man 

prays and deliberately gives him 

the stiff-arm. What kind of thing is 

this? Thereôs no mystery about it: 

He rejects the prayer of a hypo-

crite. ñWoe unto you, scribes and 

Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye de-

vour widowsô houses, even while 

for a pretence ye make long pray-

ers: therefore ye shall receive 

greater condemnationò (Matthew 

23:14, margin). 

He also rejects insincerity, 

even while people are engaged in 

ñreligiousò activity. Hereôs what 

He says about that: ñWoe unto 

you, scribes and Pharisees, hypo-

crites! for ye tithe mint and anise 

and cummin, and have left undone 

the weightier matters of the law, 

justice, and mercy, and faith: but 

these ye ought to have done, and 

not to have left the other un-

doneò (Matthew 23:23). And Solo-

mon observed wisely that even 

ñThe sacrifice of the wicked is an 

abomination to Jehovah.ò See Prov-

erbs 15:8. 

Another choice to which our 

good God objects is when we give 

rein to the flesh and reject the Spir-

it. Thatôs offensive to Heaven; it 

flies in the face of Godôs ñways.ò 

He uses strong language to con-

demn it, too ð ñThe mind of the 

flesh is death,ò Paul wrote to the 

Romans (8:6), and to the Gala-

tians, ñThey who practice such 

things shall not inherit the king-

dom of Godò (5:19-21). Of course, 

we say, those who have become 

ñnew creaturesò in Christ no long-

er have the mind of the flesh and 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

D ivine R eciprocity  
by Timothy Murray 

 

Godõs òwaysóñsometimes mysterious,  
but sometimes pretty basic.  
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do not practice that ugly list of sins 

in Galatians. We walk by the Spir-

it!  

This is true, but we must never 

forget that such a claim must be 

backed by practice. What we 

ñpracticeò (meaning our customary 

behavior) is the crux of the issue. 

Too many nominal Christians glib-

ly claim the riches of Godôs grace 

with little or no intention of honor-

ing Him by practicing right living. 

To many, the flesh is in the saddle, 

and the Spirit is habitually grieved. 

Such fleshly behavior is just what 

God rejects. His favor does not rest 

on us in that condition. 

Of course the same could be 

said about any number of sins, es-

pecially things like pride, or cruel-

ty. But whatôs closer to home, per-

haps, concerns our attitude. And 

here is where we come face to face 

with the biblical principle of 

ñDivine Reciprocity.ò In it we dis-

cover that the ways of God include 

a seemingly commonplace ele-

ment: the attitude of humanity can 

find a corresponding attitude in 

Heaven. If this sounds like attrib-

uting mere human nature to our 

Creator God, stop for a moment 

and reflect on the fact that He cre-

ated us ñin His image.ò Who in-

vented reciprocity anyway? 

Let me show you what I mean. 

First comes the ñrootòða negative 

attitude, or an evil heart. Jesus laid 

it bare when He confronted the 

Pharisees with these bitter words: 

ñWell did Isaiah prophesy of you 

hypocrites, as it is written, This 

people honoreth me with their lips, 

But their heart is far from 

meò (Mark 7:6). He saw the heart, 

which permitted Him to identify 

their hypocrisy. Elihu offered a 

similar comment to Job, when he 

told him that God would not hear 

an ñempty cryò (35:13). 

But perhaps the most thought-

provoking aspect of this principle 

concerns the ñfruit.ò In Proverbs 1, 

speaking as the personification of 

wisdom, God declares that because 

people refused to hear His call or 

regard His hand at work (the 

ñrootò, verse 24), therefore ñI also 

will laugh in the day of your ca-

lamity; I will mock when your fear 

cometh.ò This is bitter ñfruitò in-

deed, and it all stems from attitude. 

What a fearful declaration from 

our Heavenly Fatherðlaughter 

and mockery in a time of serious 

need! 

Hereôs another look at it. Few 

people have known the ways of 

God better than David the King. 

Hereôs what he observed (Psalm 

18:25-26), ñWith the merciful thou 

wilt show thyself merciful; with 

the perfect man thou wilt show 

thyself perfect; with the pure thou 

wilt show thyself pure; and with 

the perverse thou wilt show thyself 

froward.ò Whatôs ñfrowardò 

mean? It means ñdisposed to oppo-

sition.ò Have you ever heard some-

one say heôd been opposed by ex-

perts? Well, God can be the great-

est of all experts at opposition, and 

that is definitely something we do 

not want. Yet, again, it all depends 

on our attitude. 

The point is this: when it 

comes down to real life, Heôs just 

informing us that sometimes He 

treats us the way we treat Him. If 

our attitude is humble and recep-

tive, no matter how weak and help-

less and even defeated we may be, 

His heart runs out to us with all the 

help we need (remember the 

ñProdigal Sonò). If we ñseek right-

eousness, seek meeknessò (Zephaniah 

2:3), we are far more likely to find 

the shelter of His wings. But if we 

persist in ignorant stubbornness, 

we can count on adversity and per-

versity, sent our way by an Expert 

(remember the astounding perver-

sity of ancient Israel and their pun-

ishment by national captivity). 

The Bible is filled with this 

principle from cover to cover, but 

many even in the Christian world 

appear to have missed it entirely. 

Filled with relief at the riches of 

His saving grace, some believers 

seem to see forgiveness of sin as 

both the beginning and end of the 

story. They fail to note the hard 

reality that there is ñLordshipò in-

volvedðobedience to our 

ñMasterò (isnôt that what the term 

implies?)ðand that we incur obli-

gations when we accept His salva-

tion. 

So letôs turn our hearts toward 

our Savior! And letôs follow it up 

by choosing well in His sight. He 

stands with open arms, wooing, 

calling, offering unimaginable re-

wardsðall open to those who ac-

cept His terms: humility, obedi-

ence, and righteousness with loving-

kindness. Thatôs the ñreciprocityò 

weôre after. What a wonderful God 

we serve!                                      @ 

 

ðTim is editor of this magazine 
and sometimes fills in when some 
other brother or sister is unable to 
contribute. 

 

 

Sometimes He 

treats us the 

way we treat 

Him.  
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T 
HE latest word we have had from the front 

in Burma is from the ñBurma Rangers,ò 

who work with David Ewbank as part of 

ñChristians Concerned for Burma,ò carrying medicine 

and help deep into that country. We have a friend who 

helps David and saw him in Chiang Mai. He told us 

the Burma Rangers had lost one of their most capable 

medics; he stepped on a land mine and was killed. We 

also learned that 25 pastors had been taken prisoners 

by the Burmese Army and put to forced labor. 

So you see, the conflict is daily and hourly for the 

hounded Christians and all who work to help them in-

side Burma. 

For more from ñChristians Concerned for Burmaò 

see www.prayforburma.org, or email them at 

ccb@pobox.com. 

 

Last spring, moved by the great needs of the 

refugees, Tad took the occasion to write out his 

heart to those who have been supporting him in 

prayer. May it serve to stir further intercession for 

the lives and souls of those he and his wife are serv-

ing in that region. 

 I WRITE to you each because you are special 

friends, people God has put in my pathway in life. You 

are very special, because at some point you have made 

a profound impact on my life. Distance separates us, 

but Christian love swallows up the miles, and I long to 

see your face across the table. 

What has happened to me in the last year is that 

God has made two nations just as real to me as you 

are. I love them and respect them, even though I have 

never seen most of them: for my Karen and Karenni 

friends, I care as I believe my Heavenly father cares. 

In a few days the monsoon season will be over, 

and millions of these friends will again be facing an 

enemy who is Satan personified. He is a murderer and 

a liar, and so are his dupes in Burma. The Karen and 

Karenni people are facing an enemy who wants to kill 

every one of them. The reality is absolute. I appeal to 

you, my dearest friends, to engage in spiritual warfare 

that Satan will not win out, but be crushed head and 

all, as Scripture puts it: ñHe shall bruise your head.ò 

My spirit stirs me to pray as I write. ñOh Father, I 

pray now that what your Son did on the cross will be 

effective in crushing your enemy the serpent and res-

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thailand and Burma  
 

 

This issueôs call to prayer is focused on one region, a scene of repeated 

atrocity and oppression which hardly ever makes headlines in the West. 

Tad and June Sandford are working there, teaching in the school for 

Karen refugees which was founded near the Thai/Burmese border by 

Christian Freedom International. They send the following report. 



10  TIMES OF RESTORATION   @    SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER  2006 

cuing two helpless nations from being wiped out. In-

stead, may they stand by you in victory in these evil 

days. Father, send Michael the archangel if neces-

saryðthe great prince of your people. I resist Satan, in 

the name of Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior.ò Would 

you join me in this? Remember, ñIf two of you shall 

agree as touching anything that they shall ask, it shall 

be done of my Father in Heaven.ò 

The Burmese army is even now constructing roads 

into the Karen homeland so they can totally eliminate 

the Karen and Karenni nations, numbering possibly as 

many as 7 to 14,000,000 souls. 

I look across the school room here, and I see two 

sisters who found their mother and father both shot by 

the Burmese Army. Now, 10 to 12 years later these 

two young ladies struggle because a vicious enemy de-

stroyed their family. The reality in their eye reminds 

me there are millions more facing the same hellish foe. 

I feel a deep call of God to be doing what Iôm do-

ing here, but itôs so much bigger than this school. Itôs 

for the entire Far East: China, Burma, Thailand, Ma-

laysia, Laos, Cambodia, Vietnam, India, Indonesia, 

Nepal, and on to the Philippines and Japan. For all this 

region God gives us prayer, and God always answers 

His own inspired prayer. 

In teaching the Bible here at the school, I have felt 

called to identify the two sides: there is the bad side, 

and there is the good side. But they are not two equal 

sides, because the bad side is totally under the spiritual 

authority of the good side, even receiving its power 

there. In other words God is the Almighty, and all 

power and authority is His. Lucifer, the rebel archan-

gel, is totally under God, and at the right time His 

power line will be cut, leaving him a powerless blob. 

We read that there was war in heaven and that the 

dragon and his angels did not prevail. We are still at 

war, for the dragon was cast down to the earth, having 

great wrath because he knows he has but a short time. 

But it doesnôt go his way: there is still the little stone 

Kingdom set up by God, which shall never be de-

stroyed. Instead, it shall break in pieces and consume 

all these false Kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever. 

What a thrill it is to be cooperating every day in break-

ing in pieces and consuming all these Kingdoms and 

reducing Satan, the defeated foe, to a puff of nothing! 

Hallelujah! 

Faith is what God is looking for, and I choose to 

be a man of faith. 

My love to each one of you, till we see His Face, 

       

     Your friend, 

      Tad Sandford           @ 
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I 
T WAS Sunday, and I had no 

sermon. I had no heart for a 

sermon. All I could do was fall 

on my face in anguish or walk the 

floor in turmoil. For the first time 

in years I was going into the pulpit 

with no message for the people. 

Then shortly before I was to 

walk into the church a ray of light 

dawned. A still small Voice said to 

me, ñThe Lordôs hand is not short-

ened that it cannot save.ò ñWhere 

is that?ò I said to myself, and 

shortly found it in Isaiah 59:1. I 

had my clue. I stepped into the 

pulpit. Leafing through the hymnal 

I laid eyes on Phoebe Knappôs 

ñThe Cleansing Wave.ò The cho-

rus rings out with such triumph: 

ñThe cleansing stream I see, I 

see! / I plunge, and O it cleanseth 

me! / O praise the Lord, it 

cleanseth me! / It cleanseth með

yes, cleanseth me!ò 

What followed is difficult to 

rehearse in print. I told them of my 

heartbreakðof the cynical, sarcas-

tic jibe of the devil against the 

greatness of the Gospel, of the 

frantic phone calls and the shat-

tered homes, of the ñsavedò indi-

viduals but unsaved marriages. 

The next portion of this report is 

the substance of what I said. 

The implication behind all this 

debacle is that there is no salvation 

after all. People may profess to be 

saved in church, but at home 

where it counts they find them-

selves as badly off as ever. Nature 

reasserts itself. The ugliness of 

discord takes over. Couples quarrel 

over trivial things, get their pride 

hurt, and throw in the towel. Each 

one says, ñNobody can expect me 

to live with this any more! Thereôs 

nothing to do but pull out of this 

marriage and go it alone. Iôve had 

all I can take!ò 

Well, the world may talk this 

wayðand act this wayðand the 

ñwomenôs libbersò may say, Three 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hope For Sick Marriages 
 

 

I told them  

of my 

heartbreak. 

 

The following is an excerpt from an article in The Standard published in March of 

1981 which was written after Pastor Frank S. Murray talked to his parishioners 

one Sunday morning about hope for sick marriages. It was sparked by a series of 

painful phone calls describing with sobs of anguish the breakdown of four mar-

riages of people to whom he had been ministering. Still reeling from this attack, 

he walked into the pulpit with no sermon prepared and began to talk to his flock. 

These remarks are being reprinted here in hope that they will encourage all who 

are fighting for godly marriages all over the land. 
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cheers! But not true Christians. In 

the background still rings out that 

solemn warning of Jesus Christ: 

ñWhat God hath joined together 

let not man put asunder.ò Doing 

whatôs rightðthat is all that mat-

ters. Who ever said that married 

life or any other kind of life was 

supposed to be easy or pleasant? 

Of course the married state in-

volves the hardest kind of self dis-

cipline, the severest self denial. As 

I always say when I marry a cou-

ple, ñYou can never make it with-

out Godôs help. Donôt expect to 

try.ò Two separate individuals can 

never blend together in true adjust-

ment without the constant help of 

the Great Adjuster. 

I am not talking generalities. I 

am addressing you people here in 

church today. Right in this room 

the battle is being fought, and the 

results are not all good. I say my 

heart is breaking; well, I know that 

some of your hearts are breaking 

also. You feel discouraged. You 

are tempted to feel that God has 

forsaken you. The liar has pressed 

you hard, so you didnôt even see 

any sense in coming to church. But 

for some reason you came anyway, 

and here you are. 

You are tempted to find fault 

with God. You say, ñIôve tried Je-

susô way and it didnôt work.ò You 

have a bone to pick with God, and 

you sit there with your arms folded 

(mentally) demanding that He pro-

duce results. I know very well 

what you are thinking. For some of 

you have practically read me the 

riot actðout of sheer desperation. 

All right, now listen to me a 

bit further. I have some questions 

to ask you. First, you menðyou 

husbands, and you that are plan-

ning to be husbands. I ask you this: 

Husband, do you treat your wives 

the way Christ treats the church? 

Think this over: donôt be too quick 

to answer. Are you as patient and 

forgiving and understanding with 

her as Jesus has been with you as a 

church member? Are you as un-

selfish as He toward your wife? 

Are you willing if the need arises 

to die for her? I donôt mean some 

melodramatic thing like throwing 

yourself in front of a car to save 

her, but daily dying to your own 

desires and preferences to make 

life easier for her? 

Oh, you say, nobody can be 

like Jesus! Just a minute! I am 

simply telling you what the Bible 

says: ñHusbands love your wives, 

even as Christ also loved the 

Church, and gave Himself up for 

itò (Ephesians 5:25). God said that; 

I didnôt. I wouldnôt have dared to 

pitch it so high. But God has told 

us plainly the only condition on 

which marriage will work. Have 

you met this condition? Have you 

ever tried to? If you havenôt, how 

can you blame God if things go 

sour? You havenôt followed the 

Manufacturerôs instructions. 

Wives, this next question is for 

you. Women, do you reverence 

your husbands as the Church rev-

erences Christ? Do you set aside 

your own convenience, and the 

ways your mother used at home, in 

favor of yielding to him and his 

ways? Do you listen to him and 

back him up, even if he isnôt so 

bright, and try to see things his 

way? Do you give him suggestions 

or directions? Think that one over. 

Do you glorify your husband 

in your heart and with your tongue, 

or do you cheapen him in your 

heart and with your tongue? Do 

you ask yourself, What did I ever 

see in this clod? Have you let the 

devil crowd you that low? Do you 

see in him only a meal ticket and a 

shield from cold economic reali-

ties, or do you see instead one of 

the potential glories of heaven 

which you have a chance to help 

succeed? 

Women, have you let your-

selves be brainwashed by the hard-

boiled ñwomenôs libbersò? Have 

you fallen for their ungodly propa-

ganda that sounds so slick and 

smooth? I tell you, it has the seeds 

of Hell in it! It originates in Hell 

not in Heaven; it doesnôt even 

originate on earth, for no earthly 

society has ever prospered on their 

thesis. 

If you want true liberation, 

then here it is: ñAs the Church is 

subject to Christ, so let the wives 

also be to their husbands in every-

thing.ò That is not bondage, that is 

a safe placement. You will notice a 

parallel in any orderly government. 

The only free people are the people 

who obey the established authori-

ties. The rebels are either behind 

bars or running for their lives. 

The Scripture applies whether 

your husband is a Christian or not. 

It works better if he is a Christian, 

of course; but not even a sinner 

who values family peace is going 

to take advantage of an obedient, 

loving wife. No, he might make a 

few false moves at first, but when 

he sees what your scruples are and 

at the same time how much you 

 

Husband,  

do you  

treat your 

wives the way  

Christ treats 

the church? 
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love him, he will hug himself with 

joy to think he has got such a 

prize, and will take pains not to 

ruin his good luck. You will find 

yourself more and more free. And 

even if there are temporary curbs 

on your full exercise of that liber-

ty, just to see him coming around 

to understand the value of Jesusô 

way will be worth all the re-

strictions you must endure. 

Dear sisters, you sit in the very 

matrix of success or failureðfor 

yourselves and for your husbands. 

When you are his glory then he 

becomes the glory of Christ, who 

in turn reflects all that glory up to 

the Father, and the divine pattern is 

complete. So often it begins with 

the woman. She was the last of 

Godôs creationsðHis ultimate cre-

ative actðyet she has the privilege 

of becoming the foundation of the 

ascending pillar of glory that cul-

minates at Godôs throne. When her 

attitude is right, all else falls into 

place. 

Now when I cried to God for 

hours this morning for light on this 

frustration, He gave me light. And 

I found it in Isaiah 59: ñBehold the 

Lordôs hand is not shortened, that 

it cannot save; neither His ear 

heavy, that it cannot hear. But your 

iniquities have separated between 

you and your God, and your sins 

have hid His face from you, that 

He will not hearò (KJV). 

There is no lack of power in 

the Gospel to save your marriag-

esðnone whatever. Your iniqui-

ties are the trouble. Now that is a 

remediable situation. The passage 

goes on to say, ñFor your hands are 

defiled with blood.ò Stop right 

there. ñThat doesnôt fit me,ò you 

say. Wait a minute. What did Jesus 

say? ñHe that hateth his brother is 

a murderer.ò Have you been 

guilty? I know some of you have. 

That bitter, cold, hard feeling of 

hate partakes of murderðjust lack-

ing proper opportunity. Might as 

well face it: your hands are defiled 

with blood. It is no mystery why 

marriages are in such peril. Homes 

have become nests of murder. 

ñYour lips have spoken lies, 

your tongue hath uttered perverse-

ness.ò What a perfect picture of the 

way husbands and wives talk to me 

when they try to argue their rights 

before an umpire! ñNone sueth in 

righteousness, and none pleadeth 

in truth.ò Exactly. When couples 

get up in arms against each other 

they forget fair play and try to jus-

tify themselves and blame the oth-

er one.  

The next verses are even more 

awful: ñTherefore is justice far 

from us, neither doth righteousness 

overtake us: we look for light, but 

behold, darknessé We roar all 

like bears (husbands) and moan 

sore like doves (wives): we look 

for justice, but there is none; for 

salvation, but it is far from us.ò 

What a description of upset 

lives because of upset homes! But 

God is not blind or careless. Now 

see the middle of verse 15: ñAnd 

the Lord saw it, and it displeased 

Him that there was no justice.ò 

Then in verse 17, ñHe put on right-

eousness as a breastplateò (which 

is a cue for us to do the sameðto 

see things right), ñand a helmet of 

salvation upon His headò (let us do 

the same, reassert the cleansing 

power of the blood of Jesus). 

Now look at verse 20: ñAnd a 

redeemer will come to Zioné and 

unto them that turn from transgres-

sions in Jacob.ò Never mind Jacob 

right now. God is talking to us 

right here. If we ñturn from trans-

gressionò and ask God to forgive 

us for our hard thoughts and unbe-

lieving attitudes, then a Redeemer 

will come for us todayé We can 

see ñThe Cleansing Streamò and 

plunge into it and be clean here 

today, if we will just turn. 

Now I am going to ask you to 

come forward and kneel right here. 

It is not enough to sit in your seat 

and agree. Forget how you will 

look. This is no time for false 

pride. Come right out here and 

kneel down and show God that you 

are turning. His hand is not short-

ened that it cannot save sick mar-

riages. The fault is with us, not 

with Him. Even if we thought we 

were all right, the minute we start-

ed to blame the other one and justi-

fy ourselves we are getting onto 

false ground. 

We need to turn and we know 

it. But if we turn, the Redeemer 

will surely come. You can count 

on it. 

 

Thereafter, moved by the 

soul-searching of the Holy Spirit, 

more than 20 souls came for-

ward for prayer, and the out-

pouring lasted well into the af-

ternoon. Then, the follow-up 

ministry persisted for several 

days, bringing help to home after 

home. And the truth of Godôs 

Word is just the same today.     @ 
 
ðContributed by Pastor David 

H. Murray. 

 

There is  

no lack  

of power  

in the Gospel  

to save your 

marriages. 
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D EAR Young Men 

and Women, 

 

Please, as you enter 

school this fall, keep 

your minds open. 

Presumably you are 

attending school for the 

purpose of acquiring 

knowledge and skill that 

will help you in your 

future life. That is a 

proper ambition, for no 

one can ever know too 

much, and there is so 

much to learn that a 

lifetime is too short to 

compass it. 

But in addition to 

imparting the knowledge 

of facts, many educators 

set themselves up as 

molders of opinion; and 

in a way they cannot 

avoid doing so, for no 

teacher can be entirely 

impersonal in what he 

presents. But it is right 

here that a student needs 

to be alert. Any man has 

to attempt to draw con-

clusions from the facts 

he observes, but the 

temptation of an instruc-

tor to induce students to 

agree with his conclusion 

is almost overpowering. 

Professors will say 

many things that at first 

seem quite open-minded, 

but when examined 

closely you will often 

find they prove to have 

the strongest kind of bi-

as. Their approach to 

open-mindedness often 

consists of scrapping the 

principles and faith you 

were taught by your par-

ents and your church. 

But their minds are also 

usually closed against 

any possibility that those 

concepts might be right 

and should not be 

scrapped. 

There is a lot of pop-

pycock these days to the 

effect that there is no 

such thing as objective 

truthðthat one manôs 

opinions are as good as 

anotherôs, that the only 

way to arrive at truth is 

by the opinion of the ma-

jority, and that ñgoodò 

and ñevilò are terms 

founded on nothing but 

prejudice. Such shallow 

thinkers proceed on the 

assumption that material 

prosperity and security 

are the only good, that all 

that hinders universal 

prosperity is ignorance, 

and that the spread of 

ñideasò (usually meaning 

their ideas) will cure all 

the worldôs troubles. 

But there are princi-

ples that are right and 

trueðself evidently soð

no matter how the major-

ity feeling of the moment 

may shift and weave: 

such things as duty, re-

sponsibility, integrity, 

honor, justice, fair play, 

loyalty, trustworthiness, 

character. It gives a good 

clean feeling just to roll 

these words on the 

tongue. Alas, they are 

too often soft-pedaled, or 

ridiculed as out of date, 

and in their place are 

exalted such ideas as 

security, status, expedi-

ence, ñthe main stream 

of modern thought,ò 

compromise, adjustment, 

a n d  a b o v e  a l l , 

ñtolerance.ò 

ñWe should give the 

young people a chance to 

hear all sides of every 

issue,ò argue educators, 

ñso they can choose for 

themselves what is best.ò 

Yet a person with a truly 

open and unprejudiced 

mind cannot help notic-

ing that many of those 

who cry most loudly for 

academic freedom would 

never think of inviting 

Billy Graham to preach 

the Gospel on their cam-

puses. Those who most 

strongly oppose censor-

ship of any kind in the 

publishing and selection 

of books for our libraries 

are the same ones who 

object to the reading of 

the Bible in school. 

True liberty of mind 

and conscience is a deli-

cate flower with a fragile 

stemðand tough root 

system. Remember, for 

example, when the pre-

sent dictatorship of 

ñscienceò was exactly 

reversed. Roger Bacon, 

avid student of chemis-

try, physics, and optics, 

was imprisoned for four-

teen years because the 

  

OPEN LETTER 
TO COLLEGE 
STUDENTS 

by the late Hadassah Abram     
 

 
How to defend yourself from the post-

modern bias against the truth of God 
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prejudiced clergy of his 

day thought he was dab-

bling in magic. Galileoôs 

teachings on the stars 

were condemned by the 

Pope, and he was forced 

to renounce his theory of 

the solar system. 

But now what have 

we? Out of one ditch 

men struggled, dashed 

madly across the road of 

truth, and plunged into 

the opposite ditch. Now 

so-called ñscienceò sits 

in the tyrantôs chair, tell-

ing all men what they 

can and cannot believe. 

The ruling mindsetðpast 

master at brainwash-

ingðis anti-religious, 

anti-traditional, and often 

anti-American, in the 

sense of what our found-

ing fathers established. 

I have become con-

vinced that there is more 

downright prejudice and 

blind dogma arrayed to-

day against the truth 

about God and His pro-

gram for mankind than 

was shown in the Span-

ish Inquisition against 

heresy. The more 

ñcivilizedò plane of mod-

ern bigotry makes it all 

the more dangerous; for 

while the Inquisition 

could cost a man his 

head, this more subtle, 

brain-capturing bom-

bardment can cost him 

his immortal soul. 

I am likewise con-

vinced that the basic 

premise on which Chris-

tianity is founded will 

stand up to investigation 

by truly unprejudiced 

minds, and that none of 

the theories which at-

tempt to overthrow or 

replace it can endure 

such investigation. 

Textbooks, even on 

factual subjects, are now 

slanted away from any-

thing that might influ-

ence students toward age

-old ideas of honor and 

right. For example, out 

of 45 American History 

books in present use, 

only two quote the fa-

mous words of Patrick 

Henry before the Virgin-

ia Convention in 1775: 

ñGive me liberty or give 

me death!ò Only one told 

of Nathan Hale, who re-

marked before his execu-

tion, ñI only regret that I 

have but one life to lose 

for my country.ò Not one 

had John Paul Jonesôs 

rallying cry: ñI have not 

begun to fight!ò Yet the-

se are all historical inci-

dents in our countryôs 

great past calculated to 

inspire and ennoble the 

hearer; they are certainly 

as ñfactualò as the New 

Deal or the growth of 

trade unions. Yet by the 

present prevailing thesis, 

most concepts of brav-

ery, military valor, sacri-

fice and heroism are con-

sidered naïve and vision-

aryðthings to be ñde-

bunkedò rather than em-

ulated. 

Youôre likely to hear 

a lot about ñsocial 

justice,ò too, but again 

modern thinking is 

muddy. We all like to 

think that every man 

should have his ñrightsò 

without regard to race, 

color, or religion, but 

how are those rights to 

be secured? History, 

experience, and common 

sense all point out that 

no abstraction called 

ñsocietyò was ever made 

responsible for any-

bodyôs rights without the 

hearty backing of each 

person who makes up the 

society. Passing laws to 

guarantee some minority 

equal standing in 

ñsocietyò will never 

work unless the law-

makers themselves are 

willing to practice those 

laws in their own homes 

and neighborhoods. 

Iôm afraid this is the 

matter with most modern 

panaceasðthey are 

gotten up to scold some 

other fellow in another 

state and make him toe 

the line. True, there is in 

most people a strong 

sense of justice and a 

desire to see it take 

effect. But it is easier to 

write a letter to our 

congressman in favor of 

changing things some-

where else than to deny 

ourselves some pleasure 

or prerogative in order to 

give our own neighbors a 

fair deal. 

Itôs a temptation to 

go on and on, for there 

are many examples of 

prejudice and bias on the 

part of supposedly unbi-

ased educators against 

those things which are 

fundamental, self-evident 

principles of human 

knowledge. Keep your 

eyes open, and you will 

see them, too. 

But above all, keep 

your minds open to the 

Master Teacher, I beg of 

you, especially when 

some learned mind tries 

to capture them with his 

ideas and seal them with 

his seal. Keep first place 

always for the lessons 

from that Intelligence 

which is so much higher 

than that of the smartest 

human sage: lessons to 

be found in Godôs crea-

tion, His providences, 

and His Word. 

ñWho teaches like 

Him?ò                           @ 

 
ðWidely-read and 

largely self-educated, Mrs. 
John Abram was an astute 
and penetrating observer of 
current events and human 
nature. Adapted from an 
article by the same title in 
The Standard, August, 

  

Above all, keep 
your minds open to 
the Master Teacher. 
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I   STUDY Israel because I love 

herða reason so short and 

inexplicable that I might as well 

move on to the reasons I could 

have had for beginning a course in 

ñBeulahology.ò If only I'd known 

them at the beginning, instead of 

discovering them along the way! 
 

To understand how to pray. 
In the last two articles this 

year, we considered the role of an 

intercessor, who knows intimately 

both the One he is praying to, and 

the one he is praying for. God 

loves specific requests; Israel has 

specific needs. It wonôt do to 

continue to pray in ignorance. 
 

To change history. 
Also in a previous column, we 

traced the l inks between 

Jeremiahôs prophecies, Danielôs 

prayers, and Cyrusôs decree: for 

some reason, God wants us to 

remind Him of His promises. But 

did you know that studying the 

Land of Israel provides another 

link between prophecy and 

fulfillment? Psalm 102:13-14 says 

ñThou wilt arise, and have mercy 

upon Zion; for it is time to have 

pity upon her, yea, the set time is 

come.ò Why? ñFor thy servants 

take pleasure in her stones, and 

have pity upon her dust.ò Puts 

archaeology and geology in a 

whole new light, doesn't it? 
 

To understand the Bible. 
As the setting of countless 

Bible stories and the subject of 

countless Biblical metaphors, the 

Holy Land is the wordless 

interpreter of the Word. Consider 

how little you would understand of 

American history and culture if 

you were unfamiliar with its 

geography. In the United States, 

we sing of our country ñfrom sea 

to shining sea.ò In Israel they say 

ñfrom Dan to Beersheba.ò Mention 

the Rockies, and your imagination 

cranes its neck toward majestic 

mountain peaks. Mount Hermon 

does the same for the Hebrews. To 

an American or a Canadian, a 

Niagara of blessing is an 

overwhelming blessing indeed. But 

when Psalm 133 compares the life-

giving blessing of unity to the dew 

on Mt. Hermon, an Israeli 

envisions the three strong springs 

that gush out of the foot of this 

snow-capped mountain, forming 

the Jordan River which waters the 

Land from north to south. Sear-

brown hills are no surprise in 

summertime California, but if New 

Hampshire were to dry up, you'd 

take notice. The shriveling of 

green-crowned Mount Carmel, 

which thrusts its way out into the 

rain-giving western sea, would 

certainly arrest the attention of the 

ten tribes. Hence Isaiah 33:9, 

ñLebanon é withereth awayé 

and Bashan and Carmel shake off 

their leaves.ò Contrary to the 

skepticsô expectations, the more 

we know about this Landðthe 

more we know about its 

geography, botany, and even 

meteorologyðthe more confidently 

we can rely on the Bible. 
 

To connect people with God. 
Inside the Land, people are 

wary of missionaries. But whether 

itôs my Hebrew teacher, an Israeli 

librarian, or a retired soldier, when 

I refer to my family history, or the 

research project Iôve done about 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Why Study Israel? 
by Lisa A, McDonough, Georgia 

Last July, Lisa A returned from Israel where she was studying in Jerusa-

lem. TIMES OF RESTORATION has asked her to contribute regularly to the 

ñBeulahò page from the unique perspective gained by living in the City. Earli-

er this year she addressed an important question: Why Pray for Israel? Now 

she takes a look at a related topic 
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the Bible Schoolôs prayer trips a 

century ago, I have an instant ñinò 

to talk about Godôs plan and love 

for their nation without a hint of 

preachiness. Outside the Land, 

God is an uncomfortable subject. 

But if I mention Israel, whether itôs 

an African pastor, a South 

American Catholic living in 

Germany, or an agnostic American 

Jew on a special mission to Iraq, 

people are curious, and before I 

know it, the conversation has 

turned naturally to Him. A wise 

man once called the study of 

Beulah ña connecting link between 

theology and humanity,ò and I 

have found that to be absolutely 

true. Since God knows that weôre 

finite beings, He has given us 

concrete, physical links to that 

puzzling spiritual world. ñEat this 

bread,ò He says. ñAnoint with this 

oil. Wash in this water. Meet Me at 

this place.ò We don't know exactly 

why He chose this particular place 

to be an integral part of his plan. 

But because He made it so 

specific, this Landôs very existence 

serves to make His existence an 

unavoidable issue. 

 
To connect me with God. 
When two disciples were 

joined by a mysterious stranger 

while walking to Emmaus, their 

hearts knew what was up, long 

before their minds did. ñHey,ò 

their hearts cried silently, ñIôm 

with Jesus!ò And that was enough 

to keep them walking. It has been 

the same way for me. My heart 

knew I was supposed to come to 

Israel, long before I knew the 

reason whyé and that was enough 

to keep me walking. I knew I was 

with Jesusé and that was enough 

to keep me walking. One thing I 

know for sure: He loves 

companionship. After spending 

most of my time in Israel without 

my family, I canôt wait to show 

them the places that I love. Can 

you imagine how Jesus feels? He 

wants to share the place He loves 

best with the people He loves best. 

ñBring My sons from far,ò He 

says, ñand My daughters from the 

ends of the earth.ò There have 

been so many appointments 

between God and His people here, 

and thereôs at least one more 

appointment coming. Letôs be 

there! 

Meanwhile, why not become a 

little more familiar with the 

meeting place beforehand? If Iôm 

so eager to share my love for the 

land that Iôve spent a considerable 

amount of time writing a 

description of those places in the 

most vivid way I can, no wonder 

He has written so much more. 

Letôs pore over the things (and the 

places) that are on His mind. Most 

likely they wonôt make a lot of 

sense to begin with, but donôt 

forget that He wants to teach us. 

He didnôt leave those two disciples 

who were en route to Emmaus 

without explanation. He opened 

their minds to understand, and He 

taught them all about His purposes 

for Israel, from beginning to end. 

The Israelis have their own term 

for what we call ñBeulahology:ò 

yediat ha'Aretzðthe ñknowledge 

of the Land.ò Even those who have 

already completed the intensive 

three-year official Israeli tour-

guiding course tell me that itôs a 

life-long pursuit. Still, I already 

know firsthand that it does indeed 

bring ña tenderness of spirit that is 

simply indescribableòðand 

inexplicable. I just know that the 

more I understand Godôs Land, the 

more I love it, the more I love 

others, and the more I love Him. 

And thatôs why I study Israel.      A 
 

ðLiving at home for the present, 
Lisa is continuing her studies, 
researching the Kingdomôs historical 
activities in the Land. For more on 
Beulah, and to find where Lisaôs 
interest got started, see ñLest We 
Forgetò elsewhere in these pages. 

HOW TO GET STARTED 

Pray . 

Pray to learn? Lance Lambert, a 
British-Israeli intercessor and 
world-traveling speaker, says, ñI 
learn the most in prayer meet-
ings.ò Often the Holy Spirit is 
there, speaking directly, speak-
ing through others, and speaking 
through His Word, and often the 
political, cultural, and spiritual 
suddenly coalesce to form a 
clear picture of Godôs purposes 
for Israel. At a prayer meeting I 
attended recently, Lance saw 
Hosea 2:6 as indication that God 
wishes to ñhedge upò Israelôs 
way with all the current, fast-
multiplying setbacks, so she 
canôt find any other path but His. 
As puzzling as it may seem, 
many of the believers that I 
know in Israel are praying for the 
speedy playing-out of the bad 
choices made by Israel and the 
nations of the world, for this very 
purpose. 

Read. 

You may have heard of The 
Land Between, a geographical 
study guide and map course by 
Jim Monson, but you donôt have 
to mark the maps to see how 
geography illuminates more of 
those stories and metaphors in 
the Bible. Want to experience 
the surprising effect of the Land 
on a secular journalist? Bruce 
Feiler's vividly descriptive style 
may make you feel that you are 
Walking the Bible with him. Curi-
ous about the inside political 
story of Israel and its neighbors? 
Though written by a secular jour-
nalist, From Beirut to Lebanon 
by Thomas Friedman masterfully 
articulates difficult political con-
cepts. For fascinating narrative 
plus spiritual insight into the birth 
of the state of Israel, read Way-
farer in the Land or Watchman 
on the Walls by Hannah Hur-
nard. 
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H 
AVE you ever borrowed 

money from someone, and 

felt guilty about it? Have 

you ever worried whether you 

would be able to pay back the 

money you owed? Maybe you are 

one of those blissful types who 

borrows money without any 

feeling of obligation toward paying 

it back! 

 I was thinking about this re-

cently when I stumbled across the 

fascinating (well, to me anyway) 

web page published by the United 

States Bureau of Public Debt. This 

is the official government agency 

responsible for keeping track of 

how much money, to the penny, 

the U.S. Government borrows eve-

ry day, and how much total debt is 

currently owed. It happens that the 

total amount of debt owed by our 

Federal Government is approxi-

mately $8.4 Trillion. 

Does this seem like a lot of 

money to you? It does to me! To 

put this in perspective, think of 

how high a stack of 8 trillion one-

dollar bills would be. Eight trillion 

one-dollar bills would be enough 

to make a pile stretching all the 

way to the Moonðand another 

pile next to it stretching all the way 

back! Last year, the government 

had to make interest payments of 

$350 Billion just to pay our credi-

tors the interest owed on the debt. 

Every year, these interest pay-

ments increase, and more and more 

tax revenues are needed just to 

ñserviceò the debt. 

I created a little chart from 

data on the Bureauôs web page, 

showing how the debt has in-

creased since the year 1950. The 

huge cuts in defense spending, 

combined with the ñdot-com bub-

bleò in the 1990ôs created a small 

ledge in the chart, but the overall 

trend is disturbing. The total debt 

continues to skyrocket upward. I 

stopped making economic predic-

tions after having been so glorious-

ly off-target in my prognostica-

tions about Y2K, but if the growth 

in debt continues as shown on the 

chart, the amount of money needed 

to sustain debt payments will re-

quire huge revenue increases in a 

few yearsô time. 

If you have read this far and 

your eyes havenôt glazed over yet, 

then you may be interested to 

know that most of the money our 

government borrows is from for-

eign investors. 

How did the United States 

reach the point at which the nation 

now owes trillions of dollars to 

foreign citizens and governments?  

When God was instructing his peo-

ple Israel he advised them to obey 

His commands and He would bless 

them: ñThe LORD will open to 

you his good treasury, the heavens, 

to give the rain to your land in its 

season and to bless all the work of 

your hands. And you shall lend to 

many nations, but you shall not 

borrowò (Deuteronomy 28:12, 

ESV). 

 

 

 

 

 

The Present  Fiscal  Crisis  
 

By J.H.L., Fredericksburg, Virginia 
 

Itôs bigger than any of us, but the cure begins at home. 

While TIMES OF RESTORATION does not take political positions, we feel it important in this  

column to discuss selected current events and trends in the light of Godôs unchanging Word. 

 

The fundamental problem the nation is facing 

is a moral crisis, not an economic one.  
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Later in the same chapter, the 

curses are listed which follow dis-

obedience to Godôs commands: 

ñThe sojourner who is among you 

shall rise higher and higher above 

you, and you shall come down 

lower and lower. He shall lend to 

you, and you shall not lend to him. 

He shall be the head, and you shall 

be the tail. All these curses shall 

come upon you and pursue you 

and overtake you till you are de-

stroyed, because you did not obey 

the voice of the LORD your God, 

to keep His commandments and 

His statutes that He commanded 

you. They shall be a sign and a 

wonder against you and your off-

spring foreverò (vv. 43-46, ESV). 

Notice that the Bible states that 

this is a promise made in perpetui-

tyða sign and wonder against you 

and your offspring forever. Is it 

possible that part of the great rise 

in national debt is yet another of 

the many examples of blessings 

removed from this country in re-

sponse to a relentless turning away 

from the Christian principles upon 

which it was founded? 

Certainly, the nation 

is on an ominous fiscal 

course, and the econom-

ic answer is complicat-

ed. We cannot afford to 

be complacent, even if 

the financial details of 

the national crisis are 

beyond our comprehen-

sion. But worse than the 

fiscal gloom, the funda-

mental problem the na-

tion is facing is a moral 

crisis, and not an eco-

nomic one. The econom-

ic problems are mere 

symptoms of the moral 

decay that is creating an 

ill society in every area 

of business, government, 

and culture. Prayer and 

repentance are called 

for, followed by practical 

measures to redress the moral ills. 

The largest portion of federal 

spending, even larger than interest 

payments, goes toward federal 

ñentitlements.ò This refers to pay-

ments such as welfare, Medicare, 

and other social spending. If the 

nation were to operate largely on 

Christian economic principles, the-

se welfare payments could be sig-

nificantly reduced. Jesus instructed 

his disciples to ñdo good, and lend, 

expecting nothing in return, and 

your reward will be greatò (Luke 

6:35, ESV). 

If everyone in this country 

were to individually reach into his 

own pocket and provide for the 

needy, how much less would be 

the need for government-mandated 

welfare programs? What has hap-

pened in this country economically 

is that more and more people are 

relying upon government to satisfy 

the moral obligations that Jesus 

placed upon each one of His fol-

lowers as an individual require-

ment. He did not direct His disci-

ples to set up government welfare 

programs, but rather to reach into 

their own pockets and give to those 

who were in need. 

Clearly, changes are needed in 

the Federal Budget to reduce the 

amount of spending. But closer to 

home, we each ought to examine 

ourselves, and our own finances, 

and determine how well we are 

managing the funds which have 

been entrusted to our care. Are we 

borrowing money for things we 

donôt really need? Are we doing 

our part in caring for others as the 

Lord has commanded? Are we car-

ing for and honoring our parents in 

their old age, or are we content 

solely to rely upon the largesse of 

the federal government? 

The answers to these questions 

can be found through prayer and 

study of the Word. Letôs trust the 

Holy Spirit to lead us into ñall 

truthò along these lines, even as we 

pray for the healing of our land, 

both morally and fiscally.             @ 

 
ðA Captain in the U. S. Navy 

Reserve, JHL works for a defense-
related company. 
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       (data provided by the Bureau of Public Debt, www.publicdebt.treas.gov) 
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The Rest of God  
By Mark Buchanan 

W Publishing Group, 2006 

 

R ECENTLY, many Christians have started to ex-

plore what Sabbath keeping should mean to the 

church in this age. Many of the readers of this maga-

zine have a tradition of Sabbath keeping that is very 

special to them. Whether this concept is new or old to 

you, I recommend this little book by Mark Buchanan. 

The emphasis in The Rest of God is on keeping Sab-

bath with a ñSabbath heart.ò ñA Sabbath heart is rest-

ful even in the midst of unrest and upheaval. It is at-

tentive to the presence of God and others even in the 

welter of much coming and going, rising and falling. 

It is still and knows God even when the mountains fall 

into the sea.ò 

In a lively fashion, Buchanan describes his 

own experiences in discovering the need for rest. He 

also shares deep insights into how our hearts must 

change in order to truly keep Sabbath. This change of 

heart starts with our attitudes towards work, time, and 

leisure. Buchanan points out that mere leisure time 

may leave us tired and depressed, while sanctified 

time, or Sabbath, leaves us refreshed. 

He describes two kinds of time. The word 

chronos is actually the name of a Greek god who de-

voured his own children, while the Greek word kairos 

describes time as a gift or opportunity. This is the 

kind of time described in Ecclesiastes 3:1-8, ñFor eve-

rything there is a season, and a time for every purpose 

under Heaven.ò Having a Sabbath heart frees us from 

the devouring rush of time and gives us the opportuni-

ty to find Godôs purpose for each moment that He has 

given us. 

The book goes on to explore a number of rea-

sons for stopping to keep Sabbath. We stop to pay 

attention to life, to see Godôs bigness, to listen to 

Him, to pick up the pieces of our lives, to restore our 

souls, and to glimpse Heaven. We are reminded that 

the Sabbath is a feast, and that play has a place in our 

lives. 

Buchanan is not interested in telling us pre-

cisely what we may or may not do on the Sabbath. 

Instead, he describes the two extremes we tend to 

adopt: excuse making and legalism. The Sabbath heart 

is the cure for both of these approaches, as we under-

stand Godôs gift to us. The two quotations below sum 

up the bookôs guidelines for Sabbath activity. 

ñSabbath is the day in which all other days 

have no claim.ò 

ñCease from what is necessary. Embrace that 

which gives life.ò 

In fact, this book is full of pithy quotes, and my 

temptation was to fill this page with them. Here is one 

last example. 

ñItôs easyé to spend most of your life break-

ing Sabbath and never figure out that this is part of the 

reason your workôs unsatisfying, your friendshipôs 

patchy, your leisure threadbare, your vacations ex-

hausting.ò 

If this describes your experience, I believe this 

book has the power to transform your life.                      @ 

 
ðMiriam works for Math-U-See, of Peach Bottom, 

Pennsylvania, a manipulative-based math curriculum, es-
pecially adapted for home-schooling families. 

 

Sabbath Keeping Refreshed 
 

by Miriam Homer, Drumore, Pennsylvania 
 

A new look at the Seventh Day 
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O N Thursday, October 11, 

Coronet was near the Nile 

Delta, but Egypt was not their 

goal. The peopleôs hearts were set 

on ñBeulah.ò Ever since January 

23, 1906, when far to the north, 

the Spirit of God had fallen on 

them on the little hill in Tripoli, 

Lebanon, one thought had been 

dear to them all: Beulah had been 

restored, and like Levites to 

Jerusalem, they were bound there 

again with ñall the desire of their 

souls.ò 

Mr. Sandfordôs ñpassionò for, 

and ñtenderness of spiritò toward 

the Land had been reproduced in 

his people with considerable 

intensity, and as Coronet left the 

Delta, all hands knew that the 

ñLand of Desireò lay ahead. None 

of them could know that the next 

ten months were to be spent in the 

most exhaustive and thorough 

exploration, by study and on the 

scene, of the shore of that Land. 

We have alluded to the point 

that the explorers had already 

covered the coast from Jaffa to 

Beirut, but now they were 

approaching the Land at the 

southwestern corner, new territory 

for them all. Unlike the 

northernmost point, there was no 

question about the location of the 

southern: it was 

simply a matter 

of identifying 

the town of El 

Arish and the 

nearby Wadi of 

the same name. 

Thus it was less 

with suspense 

than with a holy 

anticipation that 

Coronetôs people 

gathered for 

morning prayer at 

9 a.m., Friday, 

October 12. 

Mr. Sandford found his soul 

all alive to the occasion, sharing 

with them a distinct sense of its 

being a Bridal Day. They were 

approaching a spiritual as well as 

physical union with the Land, 

fully conscious of the fulfillment 

of prophecy as part, at least, of the 

firstfruits of returning Israel. 

Another wave of the ñSecond 

Exodusò was about to arrive 

Home! 

With these thoughts fresh in 

his mind, the man of God had 

dressed in his very best for the 

occasion, and others had done the 

same. Falling to their knees on the 

canted deck, they opened their 

Bibles to Genesis 24 and read the 

story of Eleazarôs search for a 

bride for Isaac. 

One of them, Mrs. Annie 

Brown, lived in the soaring reality 

of the approaching event all day. 

 

One Hundred Years Ago 
 

Approaching Beulah For The First Time 
 
 

 

In the last issue we described Coronetôs rendezvous with travelers in Gibral-

tar, and the purchase of a concert harp as a fitting symbol of the restored 

Kingdom of David. But that was not the purpose for the voyage. They had 

intended to land at Jaffa in time to keep the Feast of Tabernacles in Jerusa-

lem, but they had been unavoidably delayed and failed to get there in time. 

Still, nothing could dampen their inspiration and awe as they finally ap-

proached the Land, many for the first time. Below are some of their experi-

ences and impressions. 

Beach at El Arish 
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L IVING in Providence, we 

opened our home every Sun-

day for meetings. Various minis-

ters and other Christian workers in 

the Kingdom used to take turns 

having the services. Sometimes 

every chair would be filled, and it 

made me very happy to have peo-

ple getting the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ right in my own home. 

The owner of the house was 

an old gentleman who boarded 

with us, and he did not take kindly 

to the Bible nor the words of truth 

which were being preached there. 

One night I had a dream in which 

this man seemed to be trying to 

keep me from entering the temple 

of God in Heaven. I told my hus-

band about the dream and said I 

felt sure the landlord would say 

something against these meetings 

before long. 

Sure enough, one day when I 

was in the kitchen he came in to 

talk against the Gospel and 

brought along his book of doc-

trine, which was contrary to the 

Bible, for me to read. I told him 

what Jesus said: ñHeaven and 

earth shall pass away, but My 

words shall not pass away,ò and 

added that that was what I would 

read. 

Just at that moment came a 

flash of lighting and a loud clap of 

thunder, which was very odd, as it 

was winter time. The old man 

turned pale, and murmured, ñYou 

go ahead and have your meetings 

all you wish; I will say no more.ò 

Usually I become frightened at 

the slightest hint of a thunder-

storm, but this time I had no sen-

sation whatever of fear. Later, as I 

became better acquainted with 

God and His Book, I learned about 

ñthe voice of His thunder,ò and 

knew for a fact that God had ex-

pressed Himself in my behalf.     @ 

In a letter home she described 

it this way: ñ[I was] getting 

ready for my marriage to 

Beu lah  [He brew f o r 

ñmarriedò], coming into the 

Land, into the presence of 

God.ò 

The next day they found 

t h e y  w e r e  a c t u a l l y 

approaching El Arish, and 

hove the schooner to, well off 

shore for the night. It was a 

glorious evening. ñOh, God 

was so near that night,ò Mrs. 

Brown remembered. ñI did 

not want to speak or move 

except in a whisper or on 

tiptoe. A few of us were up 

till four oôclock in the 

morning.ò The next morning, 

October 14, Coronet stood in 

toward shore, and they 

prepared a landing party. 

Rowing within hailing 

distance of some men on the sandy 

shore, one of them (who knew 

some Arabic) asked the name of 

the place. Within moments, their 

supposition was confirmed. It 

was indeed El Arish! Mrs. 

Brown expressed the excitement 

for them all: ñOh, you canôt 

realize what joy that meant to 

usðto find out we had really 

got home and knew for sure it 

was our own landðbelonged to 

us,ò she wrote, thinking of them 

all as returning Israelites. Later 

shore exploration concluded the 

glorious dayðñThe most 

wonderful day of our lives,ò as 

Mrs. Brown put it. 

Frank M. Wakeman was one 

of the excited participants, the 

only one armed with a camera. 

Four of his historic photos 

appear in Warrior Songs, after 

Number 235.                                              @ 

 
The godly excitement kindled that 

day has passed down through the 
generations, and Mrs. Brownôs 

great-great-granddaughter, Lisa A, 
shares her own kindred love for 
Beulah elsewhere in these pages. 

 

 

Fifty Years Ago 

Mr. and Mrs. H. M. Porter, late of Onset, Massachusetts, 

but formerly of Providence, Rhode Island, were devout 

church members. Mrs. Porter wrote the following story in 

The Standard, September, 1956. 

Palm trees of Beulah 


