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The Ways Of God,
artb

AShow me now Thy ways. o0

0 Moses, the Man of God, Exodus 33:13

cluded thoughts about godly unity among the
brethren and about Godo6és abilit to d
His discipline even at a national level. In a way, we could
say they were | ookPatywsmidHe some of Glogd 6 s
does, where He goes, and the places He provides for us to

I AST issuebs window into the fdwladlys of

wal k (and think) while pursuing AH|Jffs step
This time weo6r dlisGhoicemdgvhat o | ook at
He accept s, and what He rejects. It 6 s cl

not capricious (not a Atame Lion, offas C.
and it follows that He has most definite ideas about good
and evil, right and wrong, even better and best. He also
cares how we, His creatures, pursue the one or avoid the
other. We are to make choices, and interestingly, we find
that He makes choices, too. First, of course, He chose us.
Without that, there would be no more story. But having
made that sovereign choice, He continues to decide
t hings. On what basis? |1 tbés not i cket
say. Some of it is basic common sense. Further, He ex-
pects us to do the same, using that same good sense,
which is His own gift to us.

Our writers examine two such areas, neither of
which is mysterious. But they do open up new vistas in
Hi s sovereign ways with men. Let 6s|]see w
ing us through these folks, and | eft}6s hol

o Editor
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In Ways Of Excellence

by Craig Sandford, Dublin, New Hampshire

He gave His best, and He is worthy of our best

Ve

FEW months ago, | heard Heaven. Butattitude which is of-

a fellow Christian college ten represented accurately by

student speak of her slack grades, is vitally important. It
approach to education. Roughly A” we do as seems to me that a Christian, of all
paraphrased, her outlook was this. people, should seek to do his best

il f | knew | ne h tin whatever God calls him to do,
points on a final exam to pass the fO”OWG rS Of that his Heavenly Father will ulti-
class with a C, v e mately receive glory through his

study for it. | ChflStlS, hiwog ks. While itos |

o
more i mportant a g @atn high grades to please God, it
s

the eight point ultlmately’ g Wais necessary to display an attitude

startled to hear this. Amazed, in which desires to present to Him a

fact. Hearing a Christian glibly -t sacrifice of excellence, a sacrifice
state that she would settle for a C SaCrIfICe tO worthy of His glory, a sacrifice

without a fight ) | h tpleasingttchHim. For all that we do
me. Her closing mantra, after tak- H IM. as followers of Christ is, ultimate-
in% some cheap shots at hstuden(;tls ly, z%gadcrifice ';o HimH ) )

who try too ar mo r &od is clear throughout the
than 10006s. 0 Law that the sacrifices we bring to

| can agree with that. Lifes enly Father. In themselves, theyHi m ar e t o be per |
mor e than 10006 s are émpydletters ahd numbetsb | emi sh. 6 He doesn
measure our status with our Heav-without ability to commend us to bring Him our leftovers and our
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C +er. | serve Him not my boss, my

rejects. He doe
lambs; He requests gradelambs
of the highest quality. Jesus is the

professor, or even myself. When
we work for men, compromising

prime example of a grade A exgellenige bgcogres an easy trap,
Lambd the perfect, athtoning n Wh a t S Obgus aséngr‘as we satisfy our

sacrifice. He di tyhuman supervisor, it
purchasing our s ye dO, Work i dter fotus whether our project is tru-
slack off partway through the cru- ly good or not. Working for self

ci fixion, deci d heartlly asS d Vvields even lower quality, because
’

enough to meet the requirements most of us are willing to settle for

for atonement. N a tess in our personal lives if it al-

ple exudes excellence, perfection, UntO the LOI’d, lows us to relax. We let ourselves

and thoroughness in all things. Afoff the hookd on a
To me, it seems to follow that and not unto mur muring, ALi fe i s

we, too, should aim high, even in 1006s. 0 But when we

Anemiritual o ar m e n o Christ as the Master of our tasks,

be diligent to offer Him gleasing . excellence once again becomes the

sacrifice, not Colossians 3:23 r edogl. Our vision clea_rs as we

acceptable As we serve Him in acknowledge that while lifeis

our daily lives, carrying out our mor e t han ishdrmodes , i

mundane daily tasks, He is looking than glorifying God, and if by dili-

for us to produce works of high lowing in His footsteps and pro- gent attempts to achieve excellence
quality which will bring glory to ducing excellence in our own we can gl orify Hi m,
His name and His Kingdom. He works. Whether we find ourselves our hearts should lie.
doesnoét cal l u s studyinglfa aniexam, cleanimgghg e r The third reason for pursuing
t he al tar wi t h kitehera maving the lawnewiriting excellence derives from the role
come up with and heedlessly cast itan article, or making a presentation Christians fill as ambassadors to an
down before Him. He seeks more at work, we ought to walk in the unsaved world. Everything we do
than the minimum; He seeks excel-footsteps of our Father by doing all as Christians will somehow reflect
lence. those tasks to the best of our abil-on the name of Christ. Pursuing
ity. While our humanity may pre- excellence is one way we can be
vent us from creating works that sure the reflection is positive. The

) iradi ate perfectwoml &, the at riutl ede d

Why Excellence’ heart that seeks the best radiatee ny mor e, unl ess (pel

I n addition toChGdddsdsdennaarndac tae promigen df fihancfalt eward.s t o
for unblemished sacrifices, | see heights of excellence. They seek the minimum in every-
three compelling reasons wh@hris- Paul told the Colossians to do thing. When a Christian goes

tians should walk in ways of excel- all they did as if they were doingit above and beyond, it

lence. First of all, God Himself f or God, not me ntothep&dhlaarosnu bim,gnovidgde
never departs from excellence. Hedo, work heatrtily, as unto the Lord, i t 6 s done fas unt o
never leaves a job partially done, and not unto men; knowing that not out of pride.

poorly done, or undone. The Al- from the Lord ye shall receive the Excellence is an area where
mighty completes His tasks, and recompense of the inheritance: yeChristians can set themselves apart
does so gloriously. All His works ser ve t he L o24). &dmrtheswodd, shaking? &f the
radiate perfection. As redeemed This is a second reason for seekingmiserable cloak of mediocrity that
children of God who are trans- excellence. Not only do we emu- surrounds them, and donning one
formed into His image by the aton-| at e Godo s ¢ h a r ahattkeenly desires to dol tréings as e -
ing blood of Christ, we have the member that all we do is in service God would have them dodewith
privilege and responsibility of fol- to Him, not men. Christ is my mas- excellence! Rather than being con-
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for med to t he ' attitude of the secular is quietly

standards, we can be transformed tainting the sacrec
into Christds pe i rodr lown hearts and purpose to

g
seeking to glorify God with every TOd ay mOSt aim higher.
task instead of performing with the !
same lack of enthusiasm as those T '
around us. We can either blend in ChrIStIanS The Reward
as average, or stand out by sug- _ ,
gesting that the life of a Christian ~ S@EM content In the pursuit of excellence lies

is far above average. a power to attract the world to the
th brilliance of Chri
WI excellence of character; excellence
. . of love; excellence in speech,
Avoiding pitfalls med|ocr|ty dress, and behavior; excellence in
Yet in looking at excellence, a ] how we perform our jolds all are
fair warning about the dangers of |nstead ] ways to challenge the world to

perfectionism is in order. Perfec- look beyond their relativism and

tionism is bondage to personal apathy. Empty exce

high ideals because of insecurity or achieve this, but Chrigtlled ex-

pride. It involves a desire for Rit Unfortunately, excellence in cellence can. A city set on a hill

picky exterior quality, and seeks to the Christian world is on the de- ¢annot be hid. A city set on the

achieve this quality by looking to cline. It used to be that the Church Plain of mediocrity with the rest of

oneself instead of to God. Its pri- provided the world with its great- t h® worl d doesnot

mary symptom is anxiety. This est thinkers, its greatest scientists,Same effectiveness as its elevated

blight has no part in serving Christ, its greatest musicians, and its counterpart. As we climb the hill

and in fact, by turning our eyes greatest authors, all striving for the Of €xcellence, our light shines

inward this way, we hinder our highest degree of excellence inMore brightly to those around us,

own search for a pleasing sacrifice. their fields. Today, most Christians and more people take notice of the
lt6s i mpossi bl eeem eontena with tmedicrity une ﬂlﬁgre_nces evident in the lives of

in favor of freedom from the bond- stead. It no longer matters to them Christians. o

age of perfectionism. Since perfec- if they are exemplary with regard !N the end, walking in ways of

tionism is rooted in the individual, to character, behavior, families, €xcellence may even draw the lost

it prohibits trusting the Holy Spirit educat i on, and (@ discquer what motiyaeg Yspley

to work through us to achieve ex- rather be comfortable like every- excel. The pleasing sacrifice we

cellence. Conquering it means let- one else, instead of trying hard. As Present to our Lord piques the in-

ting go of personal standards andl ong as t heyor e ©Ffeioinoyr neighborg, Ardsthey ¢

allowing God to take overandcon-¢c | ass, t hey do no®chRdlimese of samethingithaty

form our projects tddis standards. late to study. brings glory to God and with His

Excellence comes when God is in  We must not allow the pursuit Nelp they will see God Himself.

a project, not because the project isof excellence to become another FOr when all is said and done, He

perfect. Freedom from perfection- casualty, blurring the lines be- 1S thé one for whom we pursue

ism, however, does not result in atween the world and the Body of €xcellence, because we are living

freedom from pursuing excellence. Christ. We know that such lines OUr live and doing everything

Often people try to overcome thear e bl urry these'dBRyas whigo tthles ol Q

one by rejecting the other. Under- becoming blurrier. Modern Chris- Ut 0 men. o @

standing the difference allows us tians do many of the same thingsmus?céﬂ ?:?gilntwas(anrgdfgt%%llﬁggt

to be freed from bondage to pursuethat people of the world do. There gpring from the Harit School of Music

Godds glory. i s |littl e s ehpuamoantHartéond, Connécticet. fi h o
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D ivine R eciprocity

by Timothy Murray

Godds Oiwsnmpetindes mysterious,
but sometimes pretty basic.

ciful Father, our loving offered grace. But we are left, after 23:14, margin).
Savior, ever laugh at He chooses us, with choices of our  He also rejects insincerity,

us? | donét me a own ih aulifglbng pigrimalge. u s even while people are engaged in
over a humorous incidaitl mean What, then, does the Bible sayir el i gi ouso activit)
laughatus. That 6 s not amo wtasgyc osaet abl eHec hebayges 7ablotuds tshadte:
to answer. In our ongoing explora- to say that He accepts our prayersyou, scribes and Pharisees, hypo-
tion of the fWayfer ood thingoahd our offerings,t cetast for ye tithe mint and anise
is the Bible, a eur service, rcertainy aud lovey @nd &d summin, and have left undone
one time when we must study it our faithful adherence to the de- the weightier matters of the law,
carefully. At the bottom of all our mands of His law. More important justice, and mercy, and faith: but
inquiry must be the Scripture than all this, though, He acceptsthese ye ought to have done, and
whi ch t el bunofuhy, thdiabdolate atonement of His Sonnot to have left the other un-
Word is trutho ifBw behath What $esud &comy-d oned ( Matt hew 23: 23
Our search after His ways must plished on the Cross was, and is,mon observed wisely that even
include the whole textbook. fully accepted by His Father as afi The sacri fi égsean of t

Letds begin, tihre@p i tbiya tpi ooinn tfi onrgbaonination to debomabSeePfoo-r al |
out that God, our merciful Father, That, we remind ourselves, is erbs 15:8.
is a sentient Being. That means Heif Good Ne ws 0! Another choice to which our
knows things (and knows all So what kinds of things does good God objects is when we give
things), He thinks, He determines He reject? To begin with, He actu- rein to the flesh and reject the Spir-
right from wrong, and He makes ally rejects certain kinds of pray- i t . Thatés offensi v
choices. From this it follows that ers. Yes, God in Heaven some-f | i es i n the face o
He finds certain of our behaviors times hears and knows when a manHe uses strong language to con-
acceptable and others not. prays and deliberately gives him demn it,tood i The mi nd of

Before we go further down this the stiftarm. What kind of thingis f |l esh i s death, 0 Pa
path, we need to reassert that Hist hi s? Ther eds n oRomayss (B:€), and t@ khe Gala-i t :
salvation love is limitless. It was He rejects the prayer of a hypo-t i ans, iThey wh o pt
while we were yet sinners, that Hecr i t e . i Wo e unt ohingsoshall nos inherit bhe &ing-a n d
loved us. Every transgression is Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye de-d om o f G-21J Of cfutse, 1 9
forgiven; we are saved to the utter-v o u r wi dows 0 h o uve say/,, thosee whm hawe tbeconme
most; believers cannot strive their for a pretence ye make long pray-inew creatureso i n (
way into Heaven, but are com- ers: therefore ye shall receive er have the mind of the flesh and

W OULD God, our mer- pletely dependent on His freely gr eat er condemnati o

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER2006  \ TIMES OF RESTORATION 7



do not practice that ugly list of sin:
in Galatians. We walk by the Spir
it!

This is true, but we must neve
forget that such a claim must b
backed by practice. What wi
Apracticeo ( mea
behavior) is the crux of the issue
Too many nominal Christians glib
l'y claim the ri
with little or no intention of honor-
ing Him by practicing right living.
To many, the flesh is in the saddl
and the Spirit is habitually grieved
Such fleshly behavior is just wha
God rejects. His favor does not re

Sometimes He
treats us the
way we treat

Him.

The point is this: when it
comes down to
informing us that sometimes He
treats us the way we treat Him. If
our attitude is humble and recep-
tive, no matter how weak and help-

rlgss and even defeated we may be,

His heart runs out to us with all the
help we need (remember the
AaPeodi gdlf
eousness, seeke e k ne s s 0
2:3),we are far more likely to find
the shelter of His wings. But if we
persist in ignorant stubbornness,
we can count on adversity and per-
versity, sent our way by an Expert

real

# o nghty e e k
(Zep

on us in that condition. (remember the astounding perver-
Of course the same could be provoking aspect of this principle sity of ancient Israel and their pun-
said about any number of sins,ess<c oncer ns t he #f rishimentby nalional cBptivityy.e r b s
pecially things like pride, or cruel- speaking as the personification of  The Bible is filled with this
ty. But what 6s cwisdaneGod dedareh thantecausgenciple from cover to cover, but
haps, concerns our attitude. And people refused to hear His call or many even in the Christian world
here is where we come face to faceregard His hand at work (the appear to have missed it entirely.
with the biblical principle of fir oot 6, ver se 2 4Filled withhrelief et tioer rieheshof
ADi vine Reci pr ocwiltlgughin thendayiof youw ea- His saving grace, some believers
cover that the ways of God include lamity; | will mock when your fear seem to see forgiveness of sin as
a seemingly commonplace ele-cometh 6 Thi s i s b ibdth teerbegififing and end of tha -
ment:the attitude of humanity can deed, and it all stems from attitude. story. They fail to note the hard
find a corresponding attitude in What a fearful declaration fromr eal ity that there
Heaven If this sounds like attrib- our Heavenly Fathérlaughter volvedd obedience to our
uting mere human nature to our and mockery in a time of seriousi Mast er 6 (i snét t
Creator God, stop for a moment need! implies?p and that we incur obli-
and reflect on the fact that He cre- Her eds anot her gatioosowhen av¢ acdeqt His sBheaw
ated wus Ain Hi s pebpeahgve krownWhieoways of-tion.
vented reciprocity anyway? God better than David the King. So | et 6Beartstowmard o ur
Let me show youwhatImean. Her e 6s what he obseBaedor(!PsAahnd | e
First <c¢coméanegative 1BRP52®GtY) O AWi th t héychoesing wdl inlHis sighb He
attitude, or an evil heart. Jesus laidwilt show thyself merciful; with stands with open arms, wooing,
it bare when He confronted the the perfect man thou wilt show calling, offering unimaginable re-
Pharisees with these bitter words:thyself perfect; with the pure thou ward$ all open to those who ac-
i Wel | di d 1| sai ahwilphow thirselfspyre; aridvithy oaept His terms: humility, obedi-
hypocrites, as it is written, This the perverse thou wilt show thyself ence,and righteousness with loving-
people honoreth me with their lips, froward. 0 What 0s fkimdmesswh a tide fireci pr
But their heart is far from mean? |t means fiwe Grpeo safdt dro. oWlpat- ¢
meo (Mark 7:6). sHet isoanw Ot hHea vlee ayrotug serweler hear d o me -
which permitted Him to identfy one say hedd been opposed by ex-
their hypocrisy. Elihu offered a perts? Well, God can be the great- & Tim is editor of this magazine
similar comment to Job, when he est of all experts at opposition, and g?hdersgm)%g?egr fé'ilsste'r” iswﬂﬁgbém%e
told him that God would not hear that is definitely something we do contribute.
an Aempty cryo (r®bwark ¥@t.again, itall depends
But perhaps the most thought on our attitude.

al

h «
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This World for Christ

—

Thailandand Burma

This issuebs call to prayer is focused on
atrocity and oppression which hardly ever makes headlines in the West.
Tad and June Sandford are working there, teaching in the school for
Karen refugees which was founded near the Thai/Burmese border by
Christian Freedom International. They send the following report.

in Burma is from t lriendsfpBople God hafRpatimgng patwag in life. You

THE latest word we have had from the front | WRITE to you each because you are special
who work with David Ewbank as part of are very special, because at some point you have made

(O

AChristians Concer ned f oarproBund imgact on noydife. iDistancegseparatesius, i n e

and help deep into that country. We have a friend whbut Christian love swallows up the miles, and | long to
helps David and saw him in Chiang Mai. He told ussee your face across the table.
the Burma Rangers had lost one of their most capable What has happened to me in the last year is that
medics; he stepped on a land mine and was killed. W&od has made two nations just as real to me as you
also learned that 25 pastors had been taken prisonar®. | love them and respect them, even though | have
by the Burmese Army and put to forced labor. never seen most of them: for my Karen and Karenni
So you see, the conflict is daily and hourly for thefriends, | care as | believe my Heavenly father cares.
hounded Christians and all who work to help them in- In a few days the monsoon season will be over,
side Burma. and millions of these friends will again be facing an
For more from AChr i st i enany widasrSatanmersemfiedt Heris a Bhurderarmaod
see www.prayforburma.org, or email them ata liar, and so are his dupes in Burma. The Karen and
ccb@pobox.com. Karenni people are facing an enemy who wants to Kkill
every one of them. The reality is absolute. | appeal to
Last spring, moved by the great needs of the you, my dearest friends, to engage in spiritual warfare
refugees, Tad took the occasion to write out his that Satan will not win out, but be crushed head and

heart to those who have been supporting himin al | , as Scripture puts it:

prayer. May it serve to stir further intercession for My spirit stirs me to p
the lives and souls of those he and his wife are serv- pray now that what your Son did on the cross will be
ing in that region. effective in crushing your enemy the serpent and res-
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cuing two helpless nations from being wiped out. Incalled to identify the two sides: there is the bad side,
stead, may they stand by you in victory in these eviand there is the good side. But they are not two equal
days. Father, send Michael the archangel if necesides, because the bad side is totally under the spiritual
sand the great prince of your people. | resist Satan, imuthority of the good side, even receiving its power
the name of Jesus Chr i stthee.uln otheowodls Gad ds tHe aAlmightyy, and allwo u
you join me in this? Re poavertamraythoriiylisfHis.tLucter, thé rebgl @arahans h a
agree as touching anything that they shall ask, it shailel, is totally under God, and at the right time His
be done of my Fat her i n pdwealwnewillbacut, leaving hima powerless blob.

The Burmese army is even now constructing roads We read that there was war in heaven and that the
into the Karen homeland so they can totally eliminatelragon and his angels did not prevail. We are still at
the Karen and Karenni nations, numbering possibly asar, for the dragon was cast down to the earth, having
many as 7 to 14,000,000 souls. great wrath because he knows he has but a short time.

| look across the school room here, and I seetwBut it doesné6t go his way:
sisters who found their mother and father both shot biKkingdom set up by God, which shall never be de-
the Burmese Army. Now, 10 to 12 years later thesetroyed. Instead, it shall break in pieces and consume
two young ladies struggle because a vicious enemy dall these false Kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever.
stroyed their family. The reality in their eye remindsWhat a thrill it is to be cooperating every day in break-
me there are millions more facing the same hellish foéng in pieces and consuming all these Kingdoms and

I feel a deep call o f rédudng $atan, the defdated fog toa pudf bf ndthingd d
ing here, but 1 téds so muWHalkluahli gger than this school
for the entire Far East: China, Burma, Thailand, Ma- Faith is what God is looking for, and | choose to
laysia, Laos, Cambodia, Vietnam, India, Indonesiabe a man of faith.
Nepal, and on to the Philippines and Japan. For all this My love to each one of you, till we see His Face,
region God gives us prayer, and God always answers
His own inspired prayer. Your friend,

In teaching the Bible here at the school, | have felt Tad Sandford @

Andaman Sea

Thailand

Malaysia —
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4/ Family Foundations

Hope For Sick Marriages

The following is an excerpt from an article inThe Standardpublished in March of
1981 which was written after Pastor Frank S. Murray talked to his parishioners
one Sunday morning about hope for sick marriages. It was sparked by a series of
painful phone calls describing with sobs of anguish the breakdown of four mar-
riages of people to whom he had been ministering. Still reeling from this attack,
he walked into the pulpit with no sermon prepared and began to talk to his flock.
These remarks are being reprinted here in hope that they will encourage all who
are fighting for godly marriages all over the land

sermon. | had no heart for a

sermon. All | could do was fall
on my face in anguish or walk the
floor in turmoil. For the first time
in years | was going into the pulpit
with no message for the people.

Then shortly before | was to
walk into the church a ray of light
dawned. A still small Voice said to
me , fiThe Lor dos
ened that it
i s that ?20 I

I T WAS Sunday, and | had no

shortly found it in Isaiah 59:1. | y e s ,

had my clue. | stepped into the

| told them
of my
heartbreak.

men &

viduals but unsaved marriages.
The next portion of this report is
the substance of what | said.

The implication behind all this
debacle is that there is no salvation
after all. People may profess to be
saved in church, but at home
where it counts they find them-
selves as badly off as ever. Nature
reasserts itself. The ugliness of

- — ) rdiscerd takes over. Couples quarrel
c a melot O spaise .the LérdVhite over trivial things, get their pride
s a i ctbansetlo me!lniyit cleanseth éea hudt, and throw in the towel. Each
cl eanseth
What followed is difficult to

says,

to |ive with

pulpit. Leafing through the hymnal rehearse in print. | told them of my nothing to do but pull out of this

| | ai d
AnThe

eyes on
Cleansing

rus rings out with such triumph: greatness of the Gospel, of the
antic @reome calls argl ehe ,shatdwayd and act this way and the

iThe cleansing

see! / | plunge, and O it cleansetht er e d

hdattbcealiboEthe Bynialpsaréas- mar r i ag e
Wa jbe .ofothe Tdavé agaifstothe a | | I

homes,

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER200G  \

and go
can take! o
Well, the world may talk this

ANobody
this

t

C
ar

fitwmenefidavéddbéens o - ms
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cheers! But not true Christians. In any sense in coming to church. Butyour own convenience, and the
the background still rings out that for some reason you came anyway,ways your mother used at home, in
solemn warning of Jesus Christ: and here you are. favor of yielding to him and his

i Wh at God hat h | oYowaatemptedge find fault ways? Do you listen to him and

| et not man Dgngt wiashnGed. 0 You s abyackilhivme up, edvde-
what 08 thatis glhthat mat- sus® way and it bdghtdand try tow eee khings hi¢ o u
ters. Who ever said that married have a bone to pick with God, and way? Do you give him suggestions

life or any other kind of life was you sit there with your arms folded or directions? Think that one over.
supposed to be easy or pleasant?mentally) demanding that He pro- Do you glorify your husband

Of course the married state in- duce results. 1 know very well in your heart and with your tongue,
volves the hardest kind of self dis- what you are thinking. For some of or do you cheapen him in your
cipline, the severest self denial. Asyou have practically read me the heart and with your tongue? Do

| always say when | marry a cou- riot ac® out of sheer desperation. you ask yourself, What did | ever

pl e, AYou can nev Al righhandwelistéentto mei at kee in this clod? Have you let the
out Godobs hel p. bitDwtmeb t have some guestions devil crowd you that low? Do you
I to ask you. First, you ményou see in him only a meal ticket and a

husbands, and you that are plan-shield from cold economic reali-
ning to be husbands. | ask you this:ties, or do you see instead one of
Husband, do you treat your wives the potential glories of heaven

HUSband, the way Christ treats the church?which you have a chance to help
Think this over :sudteed?d6t be t oo quic
do ou to answer. Are you as patient and  Women, have you let your-
y forgiving and understanding with selves be brainwashed by the hard
her as Jesus has been withyouash oi | ed Awomenos [
treat your church member? Are you as un-you fallen for their ungodly propa-

selfish as He toward your wife? ganda that sounds so slick and

: Are you willing if the need arises smooth? | tell you, it has the seeds
WIVES the Way to die for her ? of Heldioid & brigimesin Hed o me
melodramatic thing like throwing n ot i n Heaven; it

Christ treats yourself in front of a car to save originate on earth, for no earthly
her, but daily dying to your own society has ever prospered on their

desires and preferences to makethesis.
the ChurCh? life easier for her? If you want true liberation,

Oh, you say, nobody can bet hen here it i s: fi
like Jesus! Just a minute! | am subject to Christ, so let the wives
simply telling you what the Bible also be to their husbands in every-
says: AHusbands tlhoivneg .yo ulrrth awi Vv es ,not

I even as Christ also loved the a safe placement. You will notice a
try. o Two s epar aCGherch,ianddgave iHunsed Lpsfor paatiel in any orderly government.
never blend together in true adjust-i t 6 ( Ephesi ans 5Thednlyfree i2opte are the pdople h a t

ment without the constant help of | didnoét . I w o u Iwtonobey thé astaldishall authtord  t ¢
the Great Adjuster. pitch it so high. But God has told ties. The rebels are either behind

I am not talking generalities. | us plainly the only condition on bars or running for their lives.
am addressing you people here inwhich marriage will work. Have The Scripture applies whether

church today. Right in this room you met this condition? Have you your husband is a Christian or not.

the battle is being fought, and theever tr i ed t o? Illtfworks daiter ifi lzevsea rClristian, h o w
results are not all good. | say my can you blame God if things go of course; but not even a sinner

heart is breaking; well, | know that s our ? You h a v e n &ho values Ifaimity oeade is tgding

some of your hearts are breakingManuf act ur er 6 s i to $akeradvantageooh an. obedient,

also. You feel discouraged. You Wives, this next question is for loving wife. No, he might make a

are tempted to feel that God hasyou. Women, do you reverence few false moves at first, but when
forsaken you. The liar has pressedyour husbands as the Church rev-he sees what your scruples are and
you hard, s 0 vy o wrendes €t Do eyauesat astdeae the same time how much you
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love him, he will hug himself with well face it: your hands are defiled It is not enough to sit in your seat

joy to think he has got such a with blood. It is no mystery why and agree. Forget how you will

prize, and will take pains not to marriages are in such peril. Homeslook. This is no time for false

ruin his good luck. You will find have become nests of murder. pride. Come right out here and

yourself more and more free. And AYour Il i ps h a vkaeel doproakdeshow God that you

even if there are temporary curbsyour tongue hath uttered pervers L

on your full exercise of that liber- ness. 6 What a p of t he
ty, just to see him coming around way husbands and wives talk to rr

to understand t hvben they ltryute argoe theid righs:

way will be worth all the re- bef ore an umpir There |S in
strictions you must endure. righteousness, and none pleade
Dear sisters, you sitintheveryi n trut h. 0 Exac no IaCk |l es

matrix of success or failudefor get up in arms against each oth

yourselves and for your husbands.they forget fair play and try to jus:

When you are his glory then he tify themselves and blame the ott Of power
becomes the glory of Christ, who er one.

in turn reflects all that glory up to The next verses are even mo .
i In the Gospel

the Father, and the divine patternisa wf u | : AfTherefo far
complete. So often it begins with from us, neither doth righteousnes

the woman. She was the last ofovertake us: we look for light, bu {0 save your

Gododos drHsalimateoess behol d, dar knes

ative actd yet she hasthe privilege  like bears (husbands) and mos :

of becoming the foundation of the sore like doves (wives): we loo} mamages-

ascending pillar of glory that cul- for justice, but there is none; fo

mi nates at Godo6 ss &lhvw atniea n ,Whkeunt h us. 0
attitude is right, all else falls into What a description of upse —

place. lives because of upset homes! But

Now when | cried to God for God is not blind or careless. Now are turning. His hand is not short-
hours this morning for light onthis see t he mi ddl e cered that it carenot 4a¥e: sickinam d
frustration, He gave me light. And the Lord saw it, and it displeased riages. The fault is with us, not
I found it in | skiimhtBbat it Behecl dwhHine Bwn ifjwa thdughtvee. 0
Lordds hand is nichtenshor tvemesdad, 1{7WesetalHight, the minute nve start-g h t -
it cannot save; neither His eareousness as a b rdectadamethesother one gnavjisii- ¢ h
heavy, that it cannot hear. But your is a cue for us to do the sanéo  fy ourselves we are getting onto
iniquities have separated betweens ee t hi ngs ri ghtfalsegrduadnd a hel met of
you and your God, and your sinss al vati on upon Hi sWemeedtd turn @rid evé¢ knaws d o
have hid His face from you, that the same, reassert the cleansingt. But if we turn, the Redeemer
He wi I | not he ar gower ¢f the/bjood of Jesus). will surely come. You can count

There is no lack of power in Now | ook at veonste 20: AAnd a
the Gospel to save your marriag-r e deemer wi | | come to Zioné and
e none whatever. Your iniqui- unto them that turn from transgres- Thereafter, moved by the
ties are the trouble. Now thatisasi ons i n Jacob. OsouNsearching ofrthe Rlaly Sgird,c o b
remediable situation. The passageright now. God is talking to us more than 20 souls came for-
goes on to say, miFpht yberehahdts warndot prayer, ahdr tbemoutt r an s -
defil ed wi t h bl groels i o$too pa ndi @lsghuring tasted tvall intb the gfi v e
t here. AThat d o aus for@ur hafd thbughts end anbeyteynoon. Then, the followup
say. Wait a minute. What did Jesuslieving attitudes, then a Redeemerministry persisted for several
say? fiHe that hawieltlh choinse bfroort hiedaydi sidgagy help tivieomecatien
a mur derer . 0 Haswe fdhe bGleenansihmgne St rAmamot handt r ut h
guilty? | know some of you have. plunge into it and be clean here Word is just the same today. @
That bitter, cold, hard feeling of today, if we will just turn.
hate partakes of murdijust lack- Now | am going to ask you to d Contributed by Pastor David
ing proper opportunity. Might as come forward and kneel right here. H. Murray.
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Learning With Him

DEAR Young Men
and Women,

Please, as you ente
school this fall, keep
your mindsopen

Presumably you are
attending school for the
purpose of acquiring
knowledge and skill that
will help you in your
future life. That is a
proper ambition, for no
one can ever know toc
much, and there is sc

much to learn that a
lifetime is too short to
compass it.

But in addition to
imparting the knowledge
of facts, many educators
set themselves up as
molders of opinion; and
in a way they cannot
avoid doing so, for no
teacher can be entirely
impersonal in what he
presents. But it is right

here that a student needsand

to be alert. Any man has
to attempt to draw con-
clusions from the facts
he observes, but the
temptation of an instruc-
tor to induce students to
agree with his conclusion
is almost overpowering.
Professors will say
many things that at first
seem quite opeminded,
but when examined
closely you will often
find they prove to have

14 TIMES OFRESTORATION @

OPENLETTER
TO COLLEGE
STUDENTS

by the late Hadassah Abram

How to defend yourself from the post
modern bias against the truth of God

the strongest kind of bi-
as. Their approach to
openmindedness often
consists of scrapping the
principles and faith you
were taught by your par-
ents and your church.
But their minds are also
usually closed against
any possibility that those
concepts might be right
should not be
scrapped.

There is a lot of pop-
pycock these days to the
effect that there is no
such thing as objective
truthd t h at one

thinkers proceed on the
assumption that material
prosperity and security
are the only good, that all
that hinders universal
prosperity is ignorance,

and in their place are
exalted such ideas as
security, status, expedi-
ence, it he
of moder n
compromise, adjustment,
and above all,
itol erance. 0
AiWe shoul d
young people a chance to
hear all sides of every
i ssue, O
ifiso they
t hemsel ves
Yet a person with a truly
open and unprejudiced
mind cannot help notic-
ing that many of those
who cry most loudly for
academic freedom would
never think of inviting
Billy Graham to preach
the Gospel on their cam-
puses. Those who most

and that the spread of strongly oppose censor-

Ai deaso
their ideas) will cure all
the worl doés
But thereare princi-
ples that are right and
trued self evidently sd
no matter how the major-
ity feeling of the moment
may shift and weave:
such things as duty, re-
spomsability, s integrity,

opinions are as good as honor, justice, fair play,

anot her 6s,
way to arrive at truth is
by the opinion of the ma-
jority, and
and Aevil o
founded on nothing but
prejudice. Such shallow
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t Idyaty,

character. It gives a good
clean feeling just to roll

trastvathiness, |

publishing and selection

of books fol oerdibraries

are the same ones who
object to the reading of

the Bible in school.

True liberty of mind
and conscience is a deli-
cate flower with a fragile
stend and tough root
system. Remember, for
example, when the pre-
sent dictatorship  of
isciencedod w
reversed. Roger Bacon,

thésé awordsfi gro alek david student of chemis-

tangue. Alds,e them sare
too often sofpedaled, or

ridiculed as out of date, teen years because the

try, physics, and optics,
was imprisoned for four-

ma i
t ho

gi

argue
can
what

c

( u s ushib lofyanynkaa@ m ithe g

as



prejudiced clergy of his
day thought he was dab:
bl ing in ma
teachings on the stars
were condemned by the
Pope, and he was force«
to renounce his theory of
the solar system.

But now what have
we? Out of one ditch

Above all, keep
your mindsopen to

the Master Teacher.

by

most people a strong
sense of justice and a
desire to see it take
effect. But it is easier to
write a letter to our
congressman in favor of
changing things some
where else than to deny
ourselves some pleasure

truly unprejudiced fice and heroism are con- or prerogative in order to

men struggled, dashed minds, and that none of sidered naive and vision- give our own neighbors a

madly across the road of the theories which at- arydt hi ngs

truth, and plunged into
the opposite ditch. Now
socal l ed
in the
ing all men what they
can and cannot believe.
The ruling mindset past
master at brainwash-
ingd is antireligious,
antitraditional, and often
antrAmerican, in the
sense of what our found-
ing fathers established.

I have become con-
vinced that there is more
downright prejudice and
blind dogma arrayed to-
day against the truth
about God and His pro-
gram for mankind than
was shown in the Span-

ish Inquisition against
heresy. The more
Acivilizedo

ern bigotry makes it all
the more dangerous; for
while the Inquisition
could cost a man his
head, this more subtle,
brain-capturing bom-
bardment can cost him
his immortal soul.

| am likewise con-
vinced that the basic
premise on which Chris-
tianity is founded will
stand up to investigation

tempt to overthrow or
replace it can endure

i s c isteminvestigatios.i t s
tyrant Oréxtbdoksadvén, ontae | Il -0t

factual subjects, are now
slanted away from any-
thing that might influ-

bunkedo
ulated.
Youodr e

justice, 0
modern thinking is
muddy. We all like to

ence students toward age think that every man

-old ideas of honor and
right. For example, out
of 45 American History
books in present use,
only two quote the fa-
mous words of Patrick
Henry before the Virgin-
ia Convention in 1775:
iGi ve me
me deat h! o
of Nathan Hale, who re-

0 Olf3p

shoul d have
without regard to race,
color, or religion, but

t o fairdeal.
rat herltdlsana etmempt at

ide

go on and on, for there

| i k ark ymany cexamm@es rof
a b o u prejudide sarmd diasaoh the
t opart of sbppasedlyaugld-i n

ased educators against
those things which are
fundamental, selévident

phiricigles fi of i umans o
knowledge. Keep vyour
eyes open, and you will

how are those rights to see them, too.

be secured? History,

But above all, keep

experience, and common your minds open to the
sense all point out that Master Teacher, | beg of

no abstraction called

bodyds

you, especially when

| i bfEPEy €bY O gWa some Vearmed miaddirées
siden dor @y gto capture them with his
r i g ht ideaswand sbabthetn withh e

marked before his execu- hearty backing of each his seal. Keep first place

tion, il

have but one life to lose Society. Passing laws to from
c o u n t gugrantge gQrpe; mingrifyewhich is so much higher
mp gdequal jsiandirgs sin than that of the smartest
W iglgman sagee lessans to

for my
Rad@nNe ohfn
rallying cr
begun to

se are all historical inci-
dent s i n

great past calculated to
inspire and ennoble the
hearer; they are certainly
as Anfactual
Deal or the growth of

trade unions. Yet by the gotten up to scold some

present prevailing thesis,

most concepts of brav- state and make him toe

ery, military valor, sacri-

yis 0O eh¥uQe
f i gWotk wlesy dhe law, e
makers themselves are tion,

o u Willingcte practice §ases and His Word.

laws in their ownhomes
and neighborhosd

| 6 m
panacead they are
other fellow in another

the line. True, there is in

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER200G  \

afraid
omatteswitht ffosgt mokleznw

o n | Rersop who makes up thealwayg for the lessons

that Intelligence

found 1in
His providences,

fi Wh o teaches
Hi m?0 @

this i1s the

0 Widelyread and

largely selfeducated, Mrs.

John Abram was an astute
and penetrating observer of
current events and human
nature. Adapted from an
article by the same title in
The Standard August,
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ﬁ“‘ Last July Lrsa A returned from Israel Where she was studylng in Je usa-

H lem. TIMES OF RESTORATION has asked her to contribute regularly ﬁo the
fiBeul aho page from the unique pegfspective gai ne

H er this year she addressed an important question: Why Pray for IsraeI7H Now

H she takes a look at a related topic

3‘
%
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Why Study Israel?

by Lisa A McDonough, Georgia

I STUDY Israel because | love upon Zion; for it is time to have envisions the three strong springs
he® a reason so short and pity upon her, yea, the set time isthat gush out of the foot of this
inexplicable that | might as well come . 6 Why? i F o snowtapped moaintaina fotmang
move on to the reasonsdould take pleasure in her stones, andthe Jordan River which waters the
have had for beginning a course inh a v e pity up on Lang rfromdnorth tto. south.PSedr s

iBeul ahol ogy. 0 | farchaeoldgy and' gkologyn ia warbrown hills are no surprise in
them at the beginning, instead of whole new light, doesn't it? summertime California, but if New
discovering them along the way! Hampshire were to dry up, you'd
To understand the Bible. take notice. The shriveling of

To understand how to pray. As the setting of countless greercrowned Mount Carmel,

In the last two articles this Bible stories and the subject of which thrusts its way out into the
year, we considered the role of ancountless Biblical metaphors, the rain-giving western sea, would
intercessor, who knows intimately Holy Land is the wordless certainly arrest the attention of the
both the One he is praying to, andinterpreter of the Word. Consider ten tribes. Hence Isaiah 33:9,
the one he is praying for. God how little you would understand of fiL e b a n o n é withere
loves specific requests; Israel hasAmerican history and culture if and Bashan and Carmel shake off

speci fic needs . you twerew anfafitiar wlith itst b hei r |l eaves. 0 Col
continue to pray in ignorance. geography. In the United States,s kepti cs 6 expect at
we sing of our ove krmow raljout fthisr Larddthes e a
To change history to shining sea. omoten wd skncave labotith #sy s @

Also in a previous column, we f r om Dan t o B e e rgasobrepbya .botank]e ant i ewan
traced the Ilinks between the Rockies, and your imagination meteorology the moreconfidently
Jeremi ahos pr op kranes itssneck t@nard imajésticsve can rely on the Bible.
prayers, and Cy moustéirs peakse MouateHermdno r
some reason, God wants us todoes the same for the Hebrews. To  To connect people with God
remind Him of His promises. But an American or a Canadian, a Inside the Land, people are
did you know that studying the Niagara of blessing is an wary of missionaries. But whether
Land of Israel provides another overwhelming blessingindeed.Buti t 6 s my Hebrew tea
link between prophecy and when Psalm 133 compares thedife librarian, or a retired soldier, when
fulfillment? Psalm 102:134 says giving blessing of unity to the dew | refer to my family history, or the
fiThou wilt arise, and have mercy on Mt. Hermon, an |Israeli r esear ch project |
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t he Bi bl e Schoolydaudmagine howelesus tfeels? gHs

century ago, [ hvwamnseto share therpkde e lovesy i

to talk about G dbestvgth thpelpeople Hae fowes be
for their nation without a hint of fiBr i n g My sons

preachiness. Outside the Land,s ay s, Afand My daju

God is an uncomfortable subject.e n d s of t he ear
But i f | menti onbeéns s@a anany appe@ntnieets
an African pastor, a South between God and His people here,
American Catholic living in and t herebs at
Germany, or an agnostic Americana pp oi nt ment com
Jew on a special mission to Iraq, there!

people are curious, and before | Meanwhile, why not become a
know it, the conversation has little more familiar with the

turned naturally to Him. A wise meet i ng pl ace bejf

man once called the study of so eager to share my love for the

Beul ah fia connecltdamd thatk b&yteve €n

theol ogy and h uaneunit toy ,tine avrtthg &
have found that to be absolutely description of those places in the
true. Since God mostavwdswaytl ltam,t no wonder
finite beings, He has given us He has written so much more.
concrete, physical links to that Let 6 s pore over
puzzlIling spi rthist upates) that aré ah.His fiidaMost

bread, 06 He satliss .| ifkAenloyi nt hevy t won §t

oil. Wash inthiswater. Meet Meat s ens e to begin
thispl ace. 6 We d o n forget thatldewardsxt@ teacH ys
why He chose this particular placeHe di dnét | eave
to be an integral part of his plan. who were en route to Emmaus
But because He made it sowithout explanation. He opened
speci fic, t hi s Ltheir dhibds towederstand: and se
serves to makeHis existence an taught them all about His purposes
unavoidable issue. for Israel, from beginning to end.
The Israelis have their own term

. for what we cali Beul aho
To connect me with God. yediat ha'Aretd t h e fkno

When two disciples were of the Land.® Ev

{/(v)mleed V\%kii rngtéﬂqor;quitr?ﬁgi?r already completed the intensive
9 ' threeyear official Israeli tour
hearts knew what was up, long :

. gui ding, cour,se t
?ﬁf or e ht he; r m'l?feqlog péléu.'StiILl,rzll)HaﬁeYadyP

nerr eart s Cr knbwiirstdand tiatit 'doed indeed
with Jesus! o Andbrtihnat FLa s o8 My0,
to keep them walking. It has beenS i m pgl y i nda&andr
the same way for me. My heart inexplicable. | just know that the
knew | was supposed to cone

Israel, long before | knew the Mo ' € | understan
’ g e | love it, the more | love

reason whyé and IWat Gyd s dnongh

to keep me walking. | knew | was A
with Jesusé and Atnhdatt hv?&soser\{vngAgﬁ

lt(o keep fme Walkln.g. I(_|)ne ;[hlng I ~ 0 Living at home for the present,
now Tor sure: € I0VeS |jsa is continuing her studies,

companionship. After spendingr esearching the Ki

; i ; activities in the Land. For more on
most of my t|r_ne in Israel without ah = and rol :
my family, | canppterwWatt g6 $Sthaor
them the places that | love. CanFor get o el sewhere
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How To GET STARTED

Pray.

Pray to learn? Lance Lambert, a -
British-Israeli intercessor and

world-t ravel ing speaker,

learn the most in prayer meet-

\Y

ings.0 Often the

there, speaking directly, speak-

he
e

e

Hol vy

ing through others, and speaking! 6 m

through His Word, and often the
political, cultural, and spiritual
suddenly coalesce to form a

clear picture of

for Israel. At a prayer meeting |
attended recently, Lance saw
Hosea 2:6 as indication that God

'rabl

e

God o6 s

wi shes to ﬁhedged utpﬂel

way with all the current, fast-
multiplying setbacks, so she
candét find any
As puzzling as it may seem,
many of the believers that |
know in Israel are praying for the
speedy playing-out of the bad
choices made by Israel and the
nations of the world, for this very
purpose.

Read.

You may have heard of The
Land Between, a geographical
study guide and map course by
Jim Monson, but
to mark the maps to see how
geography illuminates more of
those stories and metaphors in
the Bible. Want to experience
the surprising effect of the Land

jona secular journalist? Bruce

Feiler's vividly descriptive style
may make you feel that you are

‘Walking the Bible with him. Curi-

ous about the inside political
story of Israel and its neighbors?
Though written by a secular jour-
nalist, From Beirut to Lebanon
by Thomas Friedman masterfully
articulates difficult political con-
cepts. For fascinating narrative
plus spiritual insight into the birth
of the state of Israel, read Way-
farer in the Land or Watchman
on the Walls by Hannah Hur-
nard.
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Events of Our Times

While TIMES OF RESTORATION does not take political positions, we feel it important in this
column to discuss selected current events and trend

The Present Fiscal Crisis

By J.H.L., Fredericksburg, Virginia

Iltés bigger than any of wus, but the cure

money from someone, and had to make interest payments ofquire huge revenue increases in a

felt guilty about it? Have $350 Billion just to pay our credi- f ew year sdé ti me.
you ever worried whether you tors the interest owed on the debt. If you have read this far and
would be able to pay back the Every year, these interest pay-your eyes havendt ¢
money you owed? Maybe you are ments increase, and more and morghen you may be interested to
one of those blissful types who tax revenues are needed just toknow that most of the money our
borrows money without any iser vi cedo t he dedovernment borrows is from for-
feeling of obligation toward paying | created a little chart from eign investors.
it back! data on the Bur e aHow glid the Wnitgd aSgates

| was thinking about this re- showing how the debt has in- reach the point at which the nation
cently when | stumbled across the creased since the year 1950. Thenow owes trillions of dollars to
fascinating (well, to me anyway) huge cuts in defense spending,foreign citizens and governments?
web page published by the Unitedc o mb i ned w-tomhubt hvhenfGddomas instructing his peo-
States Bureau of Public Debt. Thisb| ed i n t he 199 (pieéraet headvised themato obaypa | |
is the official government agency ledge in the chart, but the overall His commands and He would bless
responsible for keeping track of trend is disturbing. The total debtt h e m: AThe LORD wi
how much money, to the penny, continues to skyrocket upward. | you his good treasury, the heavens,
the U.S. Government borrows eve- stopped making economic predic- to give the rain to your land in its
ry day, and how much total debt i
currently owed. It happens that th
total amount of debt owed by ou . . .
Federal Government is approx The fundamental problem the nation is facing
mately $8.4 Trillion. . o .

Does this seem like a lot o IS a moral crisis, not an economic one.
money to you? It does to me! T
put this in perspective, think o
how high a stack of 8 trillion one
dollar bills would be. Eight trillion tions after having been so glorious- season and to bless all the work of
onedollar bills would be enough ly off-target in my prognostica- your hands. And you shall lend to
to make a pile stretching all the tions about Y2K, but if the growth many nations, but you shall not
way to the Mood and another in debt continues as shown onthebor r o wo (Deut eronc
pile next to it stretching all the way chart, the amount of money neededeSV).

I IAVE you ever borrowed back! Last year, the governmentto sustain debt payments will re-
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Later in the same chapter, the measures to redress the moral ills. their own pockets and give to those
curses are listed which follow dis- The largest portion of federal who were in need.
obedience to God& commands. spending, even larger than interest  Clearly, changes are needed in
AThe sojourner wiaeniss goasmmwagd federalthe Federal Budget to reduce the
shall rise higher and higher abovefient i t | ement s. 0 ambuntsof speading. Bt cldser top ay -
you, and you shall come down ments such as welfare, Medicare,home, we each ought to examine
lower and lower. He shall lend to and other social spending. If the ourselves, and our own finances,
you, and you shall not lend to him. nation were to operate largely on and determine how well we are
He shall be the head, and you shallChristian economic principles, the- managing the funds which have
be the tail. All these curses shall se welfare payments could be sig-been entrusted to our care. Are we
come upon you and pursue Yyou nificantly reduced. Jesus instructed borrowing money for things we
and overtake you till you are de-hi s di sci pl es t oddind®t gonedl| | amndieleard,
stroyed, because you did not obeyexpecting nothing in return, and our part in caring for others as the
the voice of the LORD your God, y ou r reward wi | ILordbhas canmeanded®Are (e ecak e
to keep His commandments and6:35, ESV). ing for and honoring our parents in
His statutes that He commanded If everyone in this country their old age, or are we content
you. They shall be a sign and awere to individually reach into his solely to rely upon the largesse of
wonder against you and your off- own pocket and provide for the the federal government?
spring f ord6ESW.0 rfeedy,.howdBuch less would be The answers to these questions

Notice that the Bible states that the need for governmemtandated can be found through prayer and
this is a promise made in perpetui- welfare programs? What has hap-st udy of t he Word.
tyd a sign and wonder against you pened in this country economically Ho | y Spirit t o l ead
and your offspring forever. Is it is that more and more people aret r ut ho al ong t hese |
possible that part of the great riserelying upon government to satisfy pray for the healing of our land,
in national debt is yet another of the moral obligations that Jesus both morally and fiscally. @
the many examples of blessingsplaced upon each one of His fol-
removed from this country in re- lowers as an individual require- o
sponse to a relentless turning awayment. He did not direct His disci- Resgr\';“eycﬁlﬁf‘v'vnorws tPoer Y. aNavy
from the Christian principles upon ples to set up government welfare related company.
which it was founded? programs, but rather to reach into

Certainly, the nation
is on an ominous fisc Growih in National Debt 1950-Present
Course, and the econo (\VValue in TRILLIONS of Dollars)
ic answer is complica
ed. We cannot afford { ]
be complacent, even | so /
the financial details g ] /
the national crisis af 7o - /

beyond our comprehe :
sion. But worse than tf ©° 7 -
fiscal gloom, the funda : 7~
mental problem the n{ ~ /

tion is facing is a mord _ :

crisis, and not an ec f /
nomic one. The econor| s.o - »

ic problems are me | /
symptoms of the mor{ 2©° 7

decay that is creating f e

ill society in every are :
of business, governmel 1-

and culture. Prayer ai 1950 1955 1960 1965 1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005

repentance are callFm
for, followed by practic: (data provided by the Bureau of Public Debt, www.publicdebt.treas.gov)
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What Shall We Read?

Sabbath Keeping Refreshed

by Miriam Homer, Drumore, Pennsylvania

A new look at the Seventh Day

ty to find Godés purpose f«
The Rest of God given us.
By Marl_< B_uchanan The book goes on to explore a number of rea-
W Publishing Group, 2006 sons for stopping to keep Sabbath. We stop to pay
attention to I|ife, to see

ECENTLY, many Christians have started to eX_Him, to pick up the pieces of our lives, to restore our
R plore what1 Sabbath keeping should mean to th ouls, and to glimpse Heaven. We are reminded that

church in this age. Many of the readers of this magi_— € Sabbath is a feast, and that play has a place in our
zine have a tradition of Sabbath keeping that is ver}V€S: H . ) din tell

special to them. Whether this concept is new or old to.___ Bhuc anan is not mterested In te r']ng usbkr))rer—]

you, | recommend this little book by Mark Buchanan CIS€ly what we may or may not do on the Sabbath.

The emphasis iThe Rest of Goi on keeping Sab- Instead, he descrlpes the two_ extremes we tend to
bath with a fASabbath he &Pt exusgmakingandjegalisp. The Sabpath heart

ful even in the midst of unrest and upheaval. It is at’® the curéa foerOtZ Oft ese qppfroaches, as weun er—T h
tentive to the presence of God and others even in tie! @ odos gift to Us. ‘

welter of much coming and going, rising and faIIing.u P t~h e book 65_ guidelin es. F
It is still and knows God even when the mountains fall ASabbath is the day in
into the sea. 0 have no claim.o
In a lively fashion, Buchanan describes his ~hCease fr om wh‘at s nhec
which gives | ife. o0

own experiences in discovering the need for rest. He _ _ _

also shares deep insights into how our hearts must In fact, this book is full of pithy quotes, and my

change in order to truly keep Sabbath. This change é¢mptation was to fill this page with them. Here is one

heart starts with our attitudes towards work, time, anést example.

leisure. Buchanan points out that mere leisure time iltds easyé to spend mo

may leave us tired and depressed, while sanctifieithg Sabbath and never figure out that this is part of the

time, or Sabbath, leaves us refreshed. reason your wor kos unsati s
He describes two kinds of time. The wordPatchy, your leisure threadbare, your vacations ex-

chronosis actually the name of a Greek god who deh aust i ng. o . o

voured his own children, while the Greek wdsairos If this describes your experience, | belighis

describes time as a gift or opportunity. This is thé?00k has the power to transform youe.if @

kind of time described in Ecclesiastes-81 fA For eve-

rything there is a season, and a time for every purpose irian \f'ofﬂlﬁs for MathU-See.. of Peach Bottom f
1, la % mk

\ - o} ,
under Heaven.o Having a pSmfh AnBURsba itk @rfcBlmUes:
the devouring rush of time and gives us the opportunpecially adapted for homschooling families.
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\—k——l:est We Forget

One Hundred Years Ago

Approaching Beulah For The First Time

In the last issue we describe€ o r o mendedvsus with travelers in Gibral-
tar, and the purchase of a concert harp as a fitting symbol of the restored
Kingdom of David. But that was not the purpose for the voyage. They had
intended to land at Jaffa in time to keep the Feast of Tabernacles in Jerusa-
lem, but they had been unavoidably delayed and failed to get there in time.
Still, nothing could dampen their inspiration and awe as they finally ap-
proached the Land, many for the first time. Below are some of their experi-
ences and impressions.

N Thursday, October 11, approaching the Land at the Anot her wave of t h
Coronet was near the Nile southwestern corner, new territoryEx od u s o was about
Delta, but Egypt was not their for them all. Unlike the Home!
goal . The peopl enbrhernmest pointsthere evaseno s eWith these thoughts fresh in
on fABeul ah. 06 Ev guestion abouwt the latationwfatheyis mind, the man of God had
23, 1906,when far to the north, southern: it wa
the Spirit of God had fallen on simply a matte
them on the little hill in Tripoli, of identifying
Lebanon, one thought had beenthe town of El
dear to them all: Beulah had beenArish and the
restored, and like Levites to nearby Wadi o
Jerusalem, they were bound therethe same nam: |,
again with dAall Thudiewadles |
soul s. o with  suspens
Mr . Sandf or d 6 sthan with a Isoly |
and Atender ness amidipatisnpha
the Land had been reproduced inC o r o rpeople
his people with considerable gathered fo
intensity, and a<Coronetleft the  morning prayer &
Delta, all hands knew that the 9 am., Friday,
iLand of DesireoOdokey2 ahead. N o n aressed in his very best for the
of them could know that the next Mr. Sandford found his soul occasion, and others had done the
ten months were to be spent in theall alive to the occasion, sharing same. Falling to their knees on the
most exhaustive and thorough with them a distinct sense of its canted deck, they opened their
exploration, by study and on the being a Bridal Day. They were Bibles to Genesis 24 and read the
scene, of the shore of that Land. approaching a spiritual as well asst or vy of El eazar 6s
We have alluded to the point physical union with the Land, bride for Isaac.
that the explorers had already fully conscious of the fulfillment One of them, Mrs. Annie
covered the coast from Jaffa to of prophecy as part, at least, of theBrown, lived in the soaring reality
Beirut, but now they were firstfruits of returning Israel. of the approaching event all day.

Beach at El Arish
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In a letter home she describ supposition was confirmed. It
it this way: was indeed EI Arish! Mrs.
ready for my marriage t Brown expressed the excitement
Beulah [Hebrew fo for them all: i Ol
fimarriedo] , C realize what joy that meant to
Land, into the presence usd to find out we had really
God. o got home and knew for sure it

The next day they foun was our own land belonged to
they were actuall us, 0 she wrot e, th
approaching El Arish, an all as returning lsraelites. Later
hove the schooner to, well ¢ shore exploration concluded the
shore for the night. It was glorious day A T he mo s t
gl orious eve wonder ful day of (
was SO near Mrs. Brown put it.
Br own rememb Frank M. Wakeman was one
not want to speak or mo of the excited participants, the
except in a whisper or ¢ only one armed with a camera.
tiptoe. A few of us were u Four of his historic photos
till four 0 appear inWarrior Songs after
morning. o0 The Number 235. @
October 14, Coronet stood
toward shore, gnd the The godly excitement kindled that
prepared a landing part Palm trees of Beulah day has passed down through the
Rowing within hailing generations, and M

distance of some men on the sandysome Arabic) asked the name ofgﬁ%?ggreﬁg?r%wgaﬂ?ﬁé%a 'T(')SV% ’?\m

shore, one of them (who knew the place. Within moments, their Beulah elsewhere in these pages.

Fifty Years Ago

Mr. and Mrs. H. M. Porter, late of Onset, Massachusetts,
but formerly of Providence, Rhode Island, were devout
church members. Mrs. Porter wrote the following story in
The Standard September, 1956.

L IVING in Providence, we of God in Heaven. | told my hus- thunder, which was very odd, as it
opened our home every Sun-band about the dream and said Iwas winter time. The old man

day for meetings. Various minis- felt sure the landlord would sayt ur ned pal e, and mi
ters and other Christian workers in something against these meetingsgo ahead and have your meetings

the Kingdom used to take turns before long. all you wish; I owi |
having the services. Sometimes  Sure enough, one day when | Usually | become frightened at

every chair would be filled, and it was in the kitchen he came in to the slightest hint of a thunder-

made me very happy to have peo-talk against the Gospel and storm, but this time | had no sen-

ple getting the Gospel of Jesusbrought along his book of doc- sation whatever of fear. Later, as |

Christ right in my own home. trine, which was contrary to the became better acquainted with
The owner of the house was Bible, for me to read. | told him God and His Book, | learned about

an old gentleman who boardedwh a 't Jesus sai dgt hBHeavyenr and Hi s

with us, and he did not take kindly earth shall pass away, but My knew for a fact that God had ex-

to the Bible nor the words of truth wor d s shall not présged Himsdf Hany belalf. @ N d

which were being preached there.added that that was what | would

One night | had a dream in which read.

this man seemed to be trying to Just at that moment came a

keep me from entering the temple flash of lighting and a loud clap of
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