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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

TIMES OF RESTORATION proclaims
the glad news that the “restoration of
all things” promised in the books of
Matthew and Acts is under way. We
are now living in the climactic times
“whereof God spake by the mouth of
His holy prophets that have been from
of old” (Acts 3:21). The Christianity of
the Early Church with its intense reali-
ty with God, its fervent love for Christ,
its expectancy of His return, and its
absolute submission to the Holy Spirit
has been restored. The return of Je-
sus Christ is imminent, and it is our
privilege to prepare the way of the
Lord by practicing now the way of life
that will prevail during the Millennium.

This publication aims to define
and encourage that way of life, as
understood by the Christian move-
ment known as The Kingdom. (A
Statement of Faith is available upon
request.) It is a humble and holy way,
based on practice of the whole Bible
and an acute responsiveness to the
leadings of the Holy Spirit. Our prayer
is that the paper will strengthen, chal-
lenge and edify all earnest Christians.

TIMES OF RESTORATION (ISSN
0740-9680) is published six times a
year by The Kingdom Christian Minis-
tries, Dublin, NH 03444. Yearly mate-
rial costs are $7.00. Donations are
accepted, but subscriptions are free
by writing to The Kingdom Christian
Ministries, 18 Fairwood Dr., Dublin,
NH 03444-8320. Scripture quotations
are usually from the American Stand-
ard Version.
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The Ways of God, Part 2

“Show me now Thy ways.”
—DMoses, the Man of God, Exodus 33:13

AST issue’s window into the “ways of God” included
thoughts from a mature Bible teacher, urging us to enroll
in the “School of God’s Ways.” Then a devoted young
college student shared her enthusiasm in having
discovered that God is “for us.” He is on our side, and in His mercy
He’s going to see that His ways replace ours.

In a way, we could say that they were looking at God’s
Purposes—to teach, to re-shape, and to conform us to His will.
That’s certainly part of the mine of wealth contained in Moses’
prayer. The term also contains the idea of God’s Methods. How
does He operate in the individual heart, and for His people as a
group? How does He go about accomplishing His purposes for us?
That’s what we’re going to explore in these pages.

Sometimes, as we see, He chooses to work through human
agencies. Now and then they’re what one Christian called life’s
“medicine bottles.” People cross our path who seem put there
deliberately to humble us, or to re-shape our thinking somehow.
Others may function as life’s “sandpaper,” smoothing the rough
places in our character. These are all part of God’s way with His
own. Still another method He chooses is to work through prophets.
The gift of prophecy is one thing, but to be “raised up” of God to
fill the role of a prophet who speaks with authority is quite another.
But God still works this way occasionally, and one of our writers
shares how that looked in Scripture and how we ought to expect it
in the present.

Another shows how God uses His written Word to catch our
minds and then our hearts. This, too, is part of His ways, and His
compassion includes patience and steadfastness toward wayward
sheep.

Thus God opens up His riches in His way and at His own
discretion. Let’s see what He’s teaching us through these folks, and

let’s hold fast to His ways. S
—Editor
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What About Prophets?

by Donald Jones, Amherst, Nova Scotia

God often works through chosen human agents.

OD’S ways are manifold. In

Romans 11:33 Paul ex-

claims, “O the depth of the
riches both of the wisdom and the
knowledge of God! How unsearch-
able are His judgments, and His
ways past tracing out!” Yet writing
to the Philippians (3:9-10) he
prays “that I may know Him, and
the power of His resurrection.” In
the first reference he acknowledges
that we cannot know everything
about the mysteries of eternity, but
in the second he cries out to know
the God of his salvation and how
he can embrace the fullness of
God’s will. So, too, we want to
know God and His ways.

To review a bit: God chose
Israel to be the channel through
which He would convey to all hu-
manity the salvation and the way
by which He would in time restore
them to His original design. In this
process we are made acquainted
with some pertinent facts about
His “ways.” Point one: nothing can
ever stop His ways from fulfill-
ment. Point two: even though the
fulfillment may be delayed in
terms of our perception of time, in
His reckoning (though it may take
a hundred or even a thousand
years), the result will exactly fulfill
what He intended. Many genera-
tions have gone by, each one ex-
pecting to see Jesus’ return. Yet
He told all His followers to “be
ready,” so we conclude that the

“Nothing
can ever stop
His ways
from
Sfulfillment.”

passage of time does not alter the
fact that He is coming and that we
must still continue on, living in a
state of readiness.

Meanwhile, what are God’s
plans? History reveals the distinct
pattern of His ways. Israel was in
bondage in Egypt, a world power
at that time. Then, suddenly God
moved and within a matter of days
Israel was literally driven out of
the country. Under Moses’ leader-
ship, they came to Sinai where,
with visible and audible manifesta-
tions of power, God gave them a
law. The people, however, were
terrified and pled that He would no
more talk to them directly but ra-

ther through Moses.
We now go to a landmark pas-
sage. Deuteronomy 18:15-18,

“Jehovah thy God will raise up
unto thee a prophet from the midst
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of thee, of thy brethren, like unto
me; unto him ye shall hearken;
according to all that thou desiredst
of Jehovah thy God in Horeb in the
day of the assembly, saying, Let
me not hear again the voice of Je-
hovah my God, neither let me see
this great fire any more, that I die
not. And Jehovah said unto me,
They have well said that which
they have spoken. I will raise them
up a prophet from among their
brethren, like unto thee; and I will
put My words in his mouth.”

Moses, speaking here as God’s
mouthpiece, tells Israel that in con-
trast with the people of Canaan,
God was going to raise up from
among their own people a prophet
like Moses who would tell them
the will of God, thus fulfilling their
desire that God would no more talk
directly to them. Further, He de-
clared that He would “put My
words in his mouth,” and added
that if anyone decided not to pay
attention to this agent, “I will re-
quire it of him,” meaning of the
rebel. Peter quoted this passage in
Acts 3:22-23, “Moses indeed said,
A prophet shall the Lord God raise
up unto you from among your
brethren, like unto me. To him
shall ye hearken in all things what-
soever he shall speak unto you.
And it shall be, that every soul that
shall not hearken to that prophet,
shall be utterly destroyed from
among the people.



What conclusions can we draw
from this? First, Moses says “a
prophet,” singular, so it may have
special reference to a particular
prophet. However, it apparently
had broader reference too, because
it later provided instruction and
guidance for many generations as
they dealt with life in the Promised
Land. This is confirmed by Jeremi-
ah 7:25-26, “Since the day that
your fathers came forth out of the
land of Egypt unto this day, I have
sent unto you all my servants the
prophets, daily rising up early and
sending them.” In saying, ‘“since
they came forth out of the land of
Egypt,” he shows that the words of
Deuteronomy 18 started a line of
prophets that began with Moses
and continued right up to Jeremi-
ah’s day. In other words, during all
that time God had been sending
prophets to them. The most im-
portant conclusion to be drawn
however is the simple fact that
God Himself “raises up” the
prophet. He allows no room for
humanity to choose who shall be a
prophet. Humanity’s role is to lis-
ten to the man that God designates.
And there is a penalty for not lis-
tening. This is one of the ways of
God.

Going further, we see that the
work of prophets was not terminat-
ed by Jesus’ coming. Jesus said,
“Therefore, behold, I send unto
you prophets, and wise men, and
scribes” (Matthew 23:34). This
was a clear statement that there
would be a continuing line of such
men who would also be treated the
same way as those in the past. The
previously-quoted passage, Acts
3:22-23, was part of Peter’s ser-
mon in which he told the Jews that
the Messiah they had killed was
coming back, but that it could not
happen until “the times of restora-
tion of all things, whereof God
spake by the mouth of His holy
prophets that have been from of

“We see that
the work,
of the prophets
was not terminated
by Jesus’

coming.”

old” (Acts 3:21). So we see that
Jesus foretold more prophets, and
Peter pinpointed the timing of one,
at least, that would come before
Jesus returns to earth.

To understand Peter’s refer-
ence to the “times of restoration of
all things,” we must refer to Mat-
thew 17:11, “And his disciples
asked Him, saying, Why then say
the scribes that Elijah must first
come? And he answered and said,
Elijah indeed cometh, and shall
restore all things.”

Peter was one of the disciples
who had asked the question about
Elijah, so when he later told the
Jews that before Jesus could return
there would be “times of restora-
tion,” he knew that this would be
accomplished by Elijah. Why were
both Jesus and Peter looking for
Elijah to come? Because Malachi
4:5 had said, “Behold, I will send
you Elijah the prophet before the
great and terrible day of Jehovah
come.”

Thus we see this part of God’s
ways continuing right down to the
end of history. He promises an end
-time prophet, whom He calls Eli-
jah, who is to restore all things.
Peter’s reference to “all things
whereof God spake by the mouth
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of His holy prophets that have
been from of old” points to a major
aspect of that man’s work: to re-
store meaning to all of Scripture.
Instead of just words on a page, the
Bible is to become living, words to
be written on our hearts and minds
so as to be lived. It would, in fact,
be an actual working out of the
“New Covenant.” What a ministry!
And what a grand view of God’s
ways.

See if the following passage,
referring to the “messenger of the
covenant,” does not reflect the
same kind of a ministry: Malachi
3:1-3, “Behold, I send ... the mes-
senger of the covenant, whom ye
desire, behold, he cometh, saith
Jehovah of hosts. But who can
abide the day of his coming? and
who shall stand when he ap-
peareth? for he is like a refiner’s
fire, and like fuller’s soap: and he
will sit as a refiner and purifier of
silver, and he will purify the sons
of Levi, and refine them as gold
and silver; and they shall offer un-
to Jehovah offerings in righteous-
ness.”

We have previously seen from
Scripture that God chooses His
prophets without any reference to
what people may think. This man
Elijah, who was to come “before
the great and terrible day of Jeho-
vah,” must of necessity be “raised
up” by God Himself, the same as
all other prophets have been. Thus
those who come in contact with the
ministry of such a man should in-
variably be led closer to God and
His Word. That ministry should
clarify that God is always faithful,
and true, and righteous, and just,
and that He is also merciful and
compassionate—full of love in all
His ways. And this is the witness
of my own heart to what I have
learned from such a ministry.

Still pressing on in those “ways,”
Donald is a retired pastor, actively
seeking to further and support the
work of God.
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The Good Ways of God

by Ivena Panacopoulos, Frederick, Maryland

With patience and steadfastness, His Word catches us when we least expect it.

“ HOW me thy ways, O
SJehovah; teach me thy
paths” (Psalm 25:4).
Happily, over the last year my life
has been a series of challenges and
changes owing to this very prayer
of David. 1 am fortunate to be
among the many who have won-
derful stories to tell of the way
God has worked in their lives. He
has surely begun to reveal those
ways to me. In January of 2001,
the Holy Spirit began to reclaim
my heart—a heart given to the
Lord when I was eight years old.

It was such a pretty summer
day on our Maine farm when Mr.
Ernest Tupper came to visit. One
at a time, my brother Perry and [
read and discussed John 3:16 with
him, and we each took the step of
salvation. [ still remember the
resulting joy that came from that
private meeting. But time passed,
and my heart went sadly astray.

It would be many years before
I would become acutely aware of
the words in John 15:16, “You did
not choose me, but I chose you.”
The way He brought that to life for
me is glorious evidence of His
ways at work. It is the classic story
of the prodigal.

A sermon [ heard recently

His ways
operate through
the faith
of believing
hearts.”

expounded on the value of a
mother’s prayers for her children.
My story is the answer to the pleas
of praying parents and a sister who
“went the distance” and would not
leave the field without a promised
victory. [See “A Tale of Two
Sisters,” TIMES OF RESTORATION,
November/December, 2005.]
Those who cared for me, even
when [ did not care for myself,
never faltered in diligent prayer or
faith for my recovery. That is the
first lesson: His ways operate
through the faith of believing
hearts.

Then in the late seventies, God
sent my brothers to me in a dream.
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They invited me to take my proper
place in His Kingdom (Yes, He had
chosen me!), but sadly, out of fear
of I don’t know what, I had told
them it wasn’t time yet. His Way:
Patience— “I will be here, and [
will wait for you...”

So I lived for years under the
false notion that being a “good
person” was “good enough.”
Knowing that this thinking was
somehow faulty, I never quite got
comfortable with my complacency.
It just didn’t ring true, but I
couldn’t see the flaws. Still, I was
careful not to ask how good is
“good enough.”

As I wandered from one busy
phase of life to the next, I finally
came to rest on living out one day
at a time. My children were grown,
I had time on my hands, a
comfortable job was challenging
enough to keep me from boredom
during the day. But when I was
alone in the evenings, I began to
muse about my life in general.
Why did I feel so hopeless?
Something was missing. “Is that all
there is?” 1 asked myself. I had
raced through life, balancing a
home, children, job, school and
social functions, community
affairs—all tumbled together in a
dizzy kaleidoscope of challenging,



never-ending responsibilities. How
could days of a life so full feel so
empty?

By this time it dawned on me
that I was helpless to make any
changes, even if I knew what
changes to make. Condemnation
added its own burden: I could not
improve my lot, because it had
been my own choices that had led
me here. So why would God want
to help me? Still, I was not
satisfied with my condition and
kept asking, “What am I missing?
What am I looking for?”

In all this I had no idea of all
He intended for me. But I put it
away. “I’ll think about it later.”
Years went by, and meantime He
was operating according to His
own “ways.”

1 have always wanted to write.
1 like to draw word pictures. As a
single parent, I had not had the
time or money to invest in an
education beyond high school, but
I thought now that I had a little
time, I could help unite my family
that was spread out over the
country. We had become so out of
touch with each other that [
decided to write a family
newsletter. Over time these letters
grew longer and longer.

One day I was at my computer
putting the finishing touches to the
Peterson Family Newsletter. The
only part missing was a Scripture
quotation—a new addition for me.
At the time, I had no idea why I
had decided to add this feature, but
it just seemed to belong to us as a
family, and it needed to be there.

I had gotten the first ones from
Mom, but for the January 2001
edition I would have to find one of
my own. | didn’t have any. As a
matter of fact, I was afraid to go
looking for one. Complacency held
hands with condemnation, and I
was afraid to read my Bible.

“If I didn’t
have to settle
for ‘good enough,’
then that
was worth

fighting for.”

I knew where it was. I had
dusted and protected it, treating it
carefully for 40 years. But I had
avoided reading it, unable to face
the awful justice that I knew I
deserved. Condemnation. This in
itself was strong witness against
the “I’'m good enough” theory, but
without knowing God or the
enemy, all that was left for me was
rejection and fear, with no
certainty of His love and mercy.
All T had was the fear of His wrath.
The only way to find anything
more was by reading the Bible, but
I had allowed the accuser to
prevent me from the life-giving
words of Truth.

But now I cautiously opened
the Book and flipped through the
pages, though with some
trepidation. Glancing at a few
passages at random, I didn’t find
anything suitable. I didn’t have a
topic in mind, and I couldn’t think
of one. But eventually, in the
Providences of God, my eye was
caught and held by Zechariah 13:9.

And I will bring the third part
into the fire, and will refine
them as silver is refined, and
will try them as gold is tried.
They shall call on my name,
and I will hear them: 1 will

MARCH/APRIL 2006

say, It is my people; and they
shall say, Jehovah is my God.

“Refine them as silver ... try
them as gold ... They shall call ...
I will hear....” My mind began to
whirl. “That doesn’t sound
hopeless,” I thought. “He’s talking
about people like me.” I had just
found the answer to the question,
“Is that all there is?” But I still
wondered how this refining thing
worked. If I didn’t have to settle
for “good enough,” then that was

worth finding out. Maybe He
would refine me if [ asked.
Refined and tried implies a

process: His way is steadfast.

Almost twenty-three years had
passed since the Royal Invitation
was rejected in that dream. He had
let me go my way, but He had
never left me. Time outside of His
will would wound over and over
again, but He was there, waiting to
heal, the moment I asked. He had
known my disquieted heart would
finally seek an answer, a better
way, but He would not force
compliance. It was time. I asked.

By this time I had sat well into
the night with the open Bible
before me, thinking. Then,
tearfully pouring out my need in
words I don’t recall, my heart
connected with my God. I began to
look Up. Then I remembered the
punishment that was sure to follow
in the wake of my request. I began
to squirm in dread, and I thought
perhaps 1 should qualify this
request and did so—briefly. Then I
stood up suddenly, realizing the
foolishness of what I was doing.
Decide: Do you want His help or
not? I do. I stamped my foot in
determination. ‘“Whatever it takes
to be right in Your sight,” I told
Him, “I will accept. Help me
through, and make me pleasing to
You. Refine my heart.”
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Relief flooded through me. 1
was afraid, but I felt a strange,
peaceful confidence too. I wasn’t
sure why, but I knew that I had
placed myself in Good Hands. All
would be well.

There would be many more
struggles and several years yet
before I would come to see the full
value of that humbled talk with
Him. True to His promise He
heard my plea, but in my limited
spiritual eyesight at the time, I
thought He had ignored me. But |
knew there was a difference
within.

Still, for several weeks after
my request, I waited fearfully for
“lightning to strike,” but it never
did; He will not force Himself on
our lives. Instead, I found a sense
of peace and confidence displacing
the fear. God does not traumatize
us with His goodness. One of the
first things [ learned about the
ways of God was a basic: All His
works are good, and for our
good—perfect, complete, and in
His own time. I found that it was
not wise to limit God’s goodness
to my own understanding of what
is good.

In retrospect, other things
began to happen almost im-
mediately, matters of the heart and
mind that drew me closer and
closer to a listening position. Then
at last I heard the gospel story in a
way that would change my life
forever. Desiring to be in
obedience to that gospel story, I
echo King David’s prayer: “Show
me thy ways, O Jehovah; teach me
thy paths.” £

Ivy works as Central Intake
Coordinator for HomeCall, Inc., a
home health care agency in Frederick,
Maryland. Her return to fellowship in
the Family of God is chronicled in the
November/December issue of 2005.

The Truth of the Cross

The truth of the Cross
The truth does not change

You may run from it,

is deep and unmoveable.
and will alwags remain.
or fight against it,

But always the truth

God's love was so deep

He gave His Son to die,

All His love hung there

The truth of that moment
Plumb the depth of that love
Unveil your feartul clenging,
The truth of the Cross

His love on the Cross

will be changeless, the same.

that He chose the way of pain.
not requiring it of you.

and waited for death.

has changecl evergthing for man.
then look up to its source.
surrender your stubborn refusing.
spans all earthly time:

is alwags for you.

BLJ Brenda Lackie
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This World for Christ

—

“The FI

ISRAEL

For Prayer

Our attention often returns to Israel and the seem-
ingly escalating needs there. Christian Friends Of Isra-
el, a non-profit, evangelical, para-church ministry
headquartered in Jerusalem, asks believers to pray for
the following.

1. Pray that Israel not give away land which has been
promised and given to them by God; that both the
leaders and the people will recognize the eternal
value of the Promised Land.

2. Beseech the Lord for protection of the land and its
people against terror attacks.

3. Cry out that the bondage of the spirit of Islam will
be completely broken. The Lord has been revealing
Himself to Moslems in the Middle East through
dreams, revelations and personal visitations. Entreat
the Lord to continue to reveal Himself personally to
the Moslem people—especially to those involved in
Islamic fundamentalism.

4. That God may protect, strengthen, and bless those
who truly seek peace with Israel.

5. May churches worldwide recognize that Israel is
still God’s chosen people and that He is dealing
with this nation even in our time in order to fulfill
His Word

Report

In its annual report, the Israel Union for Environ-
mental Defense painted a bleak picture of Israel’s en-
vironment. The report found that the quality of drink-
ing water in Israel does not conform to the standards in
Western countries. The accepted norm in Israel when
it comes to the clarity of water is three times less strict
than those of Western nations. Not surprisingly, 72
percent of the public drink mineral or filtered water.

el d I s the

Air quality is further deteriorating due to what the re-
port describes as inadequate vehicle inspections which
do not include parameters needed to evaluate the pol-
lution a car emits. The Health Ministry rejected allega-
tions of poor water quality. “The standards in Israel
match those in the United States and other European

nations,” a statement said.
—Israel Newsletter, 12/22/05

PAKISTAN

In late December during Friday prayers in Paki-
stan’s Punjab province, Muslim clerics, flanked by
government officials, demanded the public execution
of a Christian accused of blasphemy. An Islamist
group leader has since called for a nationwide protest
urging the execution of Yousaf Masih, a Christian ac-
cused of burning pages from the Koran three weeks
ago. The accusations triggered Muslim violence in the
Punjabi town of Sangla Hill that destroyed four
Churches. Eyewitnesses have said they saw a Muslim
who owed Masih a large amount of money throw a
burning match into a room containing a Koran. Sangla
Hill police arrested and tortured four of Masih’s six
brothers, prompting the alleged blasphemer to give
himself up in exchange for their release.

Pray that God will move in His loving power to
prevent this execution and that the truth regarding the
circumstances will be made known. Pray that the Lord
will strengthen Christians, leading many to Christ.

—Voice of the Martyrs
—USA News and Prayer Update, 12/21/05

INDONESIA

Unknown attackers set fire to the Beth Eden
Protestant Church in Manado, Indonesia late last year,
highlighting the ongoing persecution of Christians in
that country. There were no injuries, even though the
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Pastor and his family were living in the building.
However, the building received extensive damage.
Stephen Liow, the Church's pastor, told Asia News he
had been receiving anonymous calls in the past few
months from people threatening to burn down the
church building. Due to the heightened threat of terror-
ism around the last Christmas season, thousands of
police officers were put on alert. A police spokesman
said, “Churches and other worship buildings have be-
come our top security priority, along with entertain-
ment centers, and shopping compounds.”

Pray that the Lord Jesus will protect His followers.
Pray Pastor Liow will have the heart of Christ as he
leads the congregation through this stressful time. Ask
that the faithfulness of believers will spark a new work

of the Holy Spirit throughout Indonesia.
—Voice of the Martyrs
—USA News and Prayer Update, 12/20/05

TURKMENISTAN
Seven Christians were gathered for prayer in a
home belonging to a recent convert named Oguldurdy,

when officials from various government agencies, ac-
companied by a Muslim Imam, raided the home. The
attack took place in December in the north-eastern
town of Deynau. During the raid, officials searched the
home for any Christian literature and confiscated two
Bibles. The seven were then taken to the public prose-
cutor’s office where they were threatened and insulted.
They were told that they would be publicly denounced
as traitors. One woman was threatened with expulsion
from her rented apartment.

Pray that the Lord will grace His people with the
quiet joy that comes from knowing that they are ac-
cused falsely for Christ’s sake. Pray that their trust in
Christ will overshadow any fear they might face. Ask
God to restore the Bibles and Christian literature taken
from them. And pray that the threats of the attackers
will come to nothing. 3

—The Persecution and Prayer Alert, 12/21/05

—Compiled by Therrill E. Morgan,
Wesley Chapel, Florida.
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Treasures of the Heart

by Paulette Hazen, Mayville, Michigan

A mother
reflects
on the

Presence
of God
In times
of great
family

need

HAT do you think

about when you

hear the word

“treasure”? What is
valuable to you? Is it a person, an
experience, a thing, a memory?
Webster’s Dictionary includes in
its definition of “treasure,” “to re-
gard or treat as precious, cherish;
to retain carefully or keep in store
as in the mind.”

For me the following experi-
ences are a few of the “precious
treasures 1 cherish and carefully
keep stored in my mind.” They
reflect the faithful hand of my Sav-
ior encouraging, admonishing, lov-
ing, and guiding me.

Treasure I:

There was a time during my
junior year in high school that I
grew indifferent and cold toward
spiritual things. God was unreal
and as time went on, it didn’t seem
to matter. Then I had a dream. In
it, I was looking through the west
window of our house when in the
night sky I saw the neon-white
outline of a hand with the fore fin-
ger pointing straight north, and a
voice said, “Behold the Lamb of
God!” The sky began to shimmer
with brilliance and I knew Jesus
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was coming! When [ woke up eve-
rything looked different, and sud-
denly God was very near. Now He
mattered more than anything to
me, because His love was so real.
To this day, I cherish the memory,
because it made me know how
much He loved me—enough to
reach out to me personally in a
way He knew would touch my
heart.

Treasure 1I:

In my late twenties after a
week in the hospital, the diagnosis
came—pleurisy with effusion, with
TB as the possible origin. Breath-
ing was difficult and I could do
nothing for myself. Prayer, bed
rest for three months, no work for
one year and 28 pills a day were
my prescription. My husband
found peace only by submitting to
God’s will in the event that He
chose to take me. With two small
children at the time, fear became
my constant companion. Then one
day God’s Presence came into my
room and spoke to my heart the
words, “O ye of little faith, why do
you doubt?” He was revealing
Himself to me by way of admoni-
tion or reproof, but what was loud
and clear was the love and tender-
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ness with which He spoke. My
doubts and fears gave way to His
love, and I committed myself to
trust Him no matter what.

About 10 weeks into the bed-
rest period something else hap-
pened. I was lying in bed with my
face to the wall and praying during
the nine-o’clock hour of prayer,
when quietly, a conviction that I
was healed came over me. That
day I made my first trip downstairs
and back without breathlessness.
Life was literally returning to my
body! The sequel was when I
called my mother for Christmas a
few days later. Though I was excit-
ed to tell her the good news, she
beat me to the draw, saying,
“Paulette, do you know you’re
healed!?” “Yes,” I said, “but how
did you know!?”” She had been in a
nine o’clock prayer meeting, too,
when the Spirit of God came upon
the group as they prayed for me far
away in another state, and they
knew I was healed. One man sug-
gested they call and tell me, but the
leader of the meeting replied, “The
Holy Spirit is a good transmitter!”
Comparing notes, we discovered
that it was the same day at the
same hour when the conviction of
my healing came upon me.

Treasure I111:

When our children were young
we lived on a farm. And when our
daughter Julie was four, she fell
from a barn window 15 feet above
the ground and landed in a manure
pile. Bad enough, but worse was
that a nail had torn her scalp and
laid it bare. She was bleeding, and
still worse, her eyes, ears, and
mouth were plugged with manure
so that we couldn’t tell whether we
were looking on life or death.
Minutes later, headed for the near-
est hospital, a front tire blew out
on the car, adding to the terror of
the situation. However, on the exit
ramp—right on the curb—was a

phone booth. (We’ve never seen
anything like it before or since!)
My husband called for and re-
ceived immediate help. An ambu-
lance whisked us across town to a
hospital equipped to handle trau-
ma. (The first hospital didn’t have
trauma services.)

While we waited and prayed
beside Julie’s gurney, God’s Pres-
ence came and waited with us.
Without comment to each other at
the time, we later found that we
had both felt His indescribable
Presence and peace surround us.

Treasure IV:

As time went on, my husband
Elwin developed cholesteatoma, a
disease of the ear that if left un-
treated would eventually cause
nerve and bone damage, resulting
in facial muscle loss. If the nerve
were damaged during corrective
surgery there would be facial mus-
cle loss also. He had been advised
of these dangers and the possible
consequences. Both could have
critical outcomes. It was a no win
situation.

But we needed the medical
procedure, and our hearts were
heavy as we went to a hospital two
hours away. As I drove with Elwin
asleep beside me, I was praying for
God’s help. We felt so helpless!
After awhile, the familiar Pres-
ence came into the car. Peace and
joy replaced my fears, and inward
praise was welling up in my heart
when Elwin woke up. Without a
word from me he said,
“Something’s different!” “Yes,
God is in the car with us!” was my
response. God’s Presence and
peace stayed with us all the way
through the surgery and recovery.
There was no nerve damage, and
the surgery was a complete suc-
cess. It was as if we felt the relief
of a good outcome before he ever
had the operation!

These are a few of my treas-
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ures, ‘“cherished, precious, and
kept in store in my mind forever.”
They always remind me of God’s
love and faithfulness! S

Wife of Elwin, mother of three
grown children and seven grandchil-
dren, Paulette works as Director of

Client Services at a Crisis Pregnancy
Center in Lapeer, Michigan.
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The Monadnock Beacon

Student Testimonies, 2005 — 2006

Last fall, a disparate and enthusiastic group of students arrived for
the start of the Bible School year. They came from several different

states, states of mind, and states of family background

0 but they were

all here of their own choosing. Returning upperclassmen and first year
students alike pooled an eclectic mix of talents, interests, and abilities,
yet each of them has demonstrated the main requirement for success in

a place like this & a willingness to let

the Holy Spirit reach inside and

commence His inevitable remodeling. Old ways of life and once -
satisfactory behaviors began to give way to His expert workmanship.
He has been calling them all higher, and to their great credit, they have
been responding in a way that is beautiful to see.

Here we have a few words from the underclassmen (reserving the
Third Year students for later), and may their words and photograph

combine to win the prayers and faith of the
trouble to pray: Jesus said truly that f#fAThe
vi ol ence, and men of violence take it by f
ivied hall s, producing expert exegetes. He
Forces of the Spirit. Letodés pray for them:

first training camp, and they may turn out to be the future movers and

shakers in the militant Kingdom of God.

We begin with the Second Year Class,
composed of three good men.

Adam Parker, Browntown, Virginia

This year I’ve been working on memorizing
Romans 6, which is awesome to get into my heart. It
has also been neat how the Holy Spirit has helped me
with various meetings this year. 'm impressed with
the way God can do anything and with how we can
trust Him (Kingdom History class showed some
amazing works of faith). I'm also learning that
although I don’t always have “feelings” of being
“close” to God, still, as the Bible says, I can “walk by
faith, not by sight.”

Son of alumni Richard and Patricia, Adam is the fourth

of his siblings to attend Fairwood, contributing a sense of
humor and drama, as well as a love for the lost worldwide.

Clyde Sandford, Dublin, New Hampshire

I think the biggest area where I’ve grown this year
is the area of spiritual warfare. I recently had an
experience where someone sensed that I was under

devilish attack. To be quite honest I didn’t feel like
resisting the devil, but I decided to try anyway. I went
into the sanctuary and did some good old “snake head
crushing,” by which I mean resisting the devil. It
happened just as Jesus said it would, Satan fled. I may
not have felt different right away, but nevertheless, he
was gone.

Clyde has grown up at Fairwood and his life is
deepening steadily. He is the son of Pastor Neil R. Sandford
and his wife Elaine, both alumni.

Andrew Reed, Peterborough, New Hampshire

Andrew didn’t put it in writing for himself, but his
life also bears steady witness to the work of God. He is
the son of Dan and Ellen Reed, recently welcomed to
fellowship in the congregation at Fairwood Bible
Chapel, and Andy adds an eager and dependable work
ethic, combined with a number of well-developed
skills, to the Bible School work force. He is also
steadily growing in the knowledge of God and His
Word.

Andy is the oldest of nine siblings.
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The First Year Students

Katherine Holscher, Hobart, New York

A few months before Bible School started I really
began to look forward to studying the Bible in depth.
Now that I am here that desire has been met in more
ways then I could have imagined.

In the beginning of the year we did a very
thorough study of the book of Psalms. As we read
through the book, one of the things that really stood
out to me about David’s life was his trust in God. It
has really blessed me how, over and over throughout
his life David would ask the Lord for something and
then thank him before he even began to see the
answer. His example has inspired me to do likewise.

The Harmony of the Four Gospels is the class we
finished next. It was an extremely rich and insightful
five weeks. As we studied though it, Jesus’ ministry on
earth became a lot more real to me, and by the end of
the class, as we read through the crucifixion, it was so
real to me that I am still overwhelmed in the
realization of what He did for us.

The last few months have been full of little
nuggets that God has sent along for me. I'm truly
thankful for what He is doing in my life and what is
still to come.

Katherine is the second Holscher sister to attend
Fairwood, Name Withheld being in her third year. They are
the daughters of David and Linda Holscher.

Amy Brown, North Scituate, Rhode Island

Coming into this experience at the age of only 16,
I really thought I would be at a serious disadvantage.
However, this has certainly not been the case. God has
exceeded all my expectations for this year so far.
Easing the adjustment, helping me stay focused on my
goal, and ultimately showing Himself and His
overwhelming amount of love for me has made Him
real in my daily life. Basically, I’ve been blessed, and I
look forward to what riches He has for me the rest of
the year.

Amy’s older sister Melissa graduated from Fairwood
two years ago, and her brother was coming this year. She
didn’t want to wait, and made a heroic effort to finish high
school early so she could come as well.

Timothy Brown, North Scituate, Rhode Island

I have to admit that my experience at Bible School
began far better than I expected. It didn’t take as long
as I feared to adjust to a new lifestyle, and I quickly
became inspired to turn my life around and live as a
saint. Failing in this aspiration after a mere three
minutes, | quickly realized the whole living-a-perfect-
life thing would be harder than I expected, and I'd
probably need some help from above.

14 TIMES OF RESTORATION " MARCH/APRIL 2006

I prayed that God would change the areas of my
life that needed adjustment and help me to live
completely for Him. Although I am still far from a
perfected individual, I know that God heard my
request and was willing to take up the challenge. I
already feel Him working in my life and see vast
improvements in basically every area of being.

Emotionally, I have a peace and satisfaction which
I have not experienced for many years. I feel I am
much more spiritually in tune with God and His will
for my life. I believe He is pointing out my behavioral
and attitudinal problems and helping me overcome
them. I even think He is blessing me physically and
practically by helping me live a more productive and
disciplined lifestyle. I am very happy with the changes
I’ve seen thus far, and I’'m confident that God will
continue doing His work in my life, molding me into
the man of God He wants me to be.

Tim and Amy both attended Whitinsville Christian
School and are the children of Pastor Paul Brown and his
wife Laura.

Andrew Bean, Leeds, Maine

When I came to Bible School I had no idea what
to expect. Now I know, and it’s been far better than
what I imagined. The nine o’clock hours each morning
[group devotional times] have been a great time to just
sit down and take it all in.

Giving testimonies in such meetings has been a
learning experience. At first it was a little hard to stand
up and speak, but after doing it for a while it’s not so
hard at all.

I think the biggest thing that has affected me
spiritually has been the daily Bible Classes. It’s been
so wonderful to sit down and concentrate on God’s
Word (word by word in detail) and be able to ask all
kinds of questions. I know by coming here, I’ve
learned to connect with God at a more personal level,
as well, and it’s been much easier just to talk to Him
and make that special connection.

What else can I say? Matthew 7:7 says, “Seek and
ye shall find.” By coming here and seeking Him, I’ve
found that true. He is more real to me than ever before.
My desire to know Him has grown greatly, and inside
I’m crying out for more!

Andrew is the third of four children, the son of Dan and
Becky Bean who attend Elim Ministry in Litchfield, Maine.

Bria Sandford, Bedford, New Hampshire

I’m thankful for the opportunity to be here at Bible
School this year. I came praying that God would make
Himself and His love real to me, and almost to my
surprise, He has been slowly yet surely answering that
prayer. Already He has tweaked a few things in my



life that weren’t Christ-like, and I am thankful for that.
He has also given me a new understanding of the
complete victory I can have in my life now because of
Jesus. I'm in faith that as I spend the rest of this year
“beholding” Him, He will work out the promised
transformation in my life and make me like Him.

The first of her siblings to come to the Bible School,
Bria is the daughter of Earl and Name Withheld, who attend
Chestnut Hill Chapel.

David Hansen, Dublin, New Hampshire

Well, here I am, a little green apple, trying to grow
and take in as much as I can. There is no place better
for that than here at Fairwood Bible Institute. Being
totally surrounded by people who are all striving for
more of Him—wow, it’s incredible. This doesn’t
always mean mountain tops. On the contrary, it’s been
very tough at times. But it’s all worth it. I know
growing is a tough thing, with the devil trying his best
to hold me back, but “I press on toward the goal unto
the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.”
God has been very good to me, and I thank Him every
day for the chance to be here, for my fellow
classmates, and for all the people around whose
example I can follow. God bless you all.

Son of two alumni, Lewis and Janice Hansen, and an
avid Patriots and Red Sox fan, Dave has grown up in the
Fairwood community.

Vanlora Aldrich, Hobart, New York

Since I’ve been here at Fairwood, God has shown
Himself real to me. He has opened my heart to Him
and has changed a lot of my ideas on life. He is slowly
working on other things that need changing, too.

One thing I’ve learned is how much I need God. |

once again, I really can deal with anything that comes
my way. “With God all things are possible” (Matthew
20:26). But without Him nothing is possible.

Named for her grandmother, Vanlora is the daughter of
two more alumni, Burton and Anne Aldrich.

Shannon Randall, Brunswick, Maine

Even in the few short months that I’ve been here,
God has clearly been at work in my life. In John 16:33,
Jesus says, “In Me ye shall have peace,” and these
words have been very real to me whenever I take the
time to connect with Him and His promise. I'm
grateful for the way that God worked in my life to lead
me here.

Another alumni daughter, Shannon is the first of her
siblings to come to Bible School; she’s the daughter of
Davic? and Name Withheld.

Megan Adams, McDonough, Georgia

I came to Bible School on a super spiritual high.
Thursday afternoon prayer meetings were the
highlights of my weeks. But I found I don’t stay on a
high forever, and slowly my enthusiasm started to run
out. I dreaded ever opening my mouth in meeting
again.

But I also found out it doesn’t end there! The Holy
Spirit is here to be my enthusiasm, and better even
than enthusiasm—a deeper strength. So it doesn’t
matter how I feel; the Holy Spirit gives me what I need
to keep battling for Him. B

Unlike her classmates, Megan has been preceded here
by no less than four older sisters; she’s the daughter of
Robert and Sue Adams, of Open Door Chapel, and her older
sister Sarah will graduate from Fairwood this year.

have a tendency to think I can take care of
myself and deal with all that life can throw at
me, but I’ve found from experience that I can’t
do much without God’s help. The things I did
try just led to trouble. Reading my Bible and
being in a Christian atmosphere has helped me
know that I need God every day, or I’ll end up in
a downward spiral real fast.

Now I realize that with Him in my heart

Notice of Nondiscriminatory Policy as to Students

“God is no respecter of persons: but in every nation
he that feareth Him, and worketh righteousness, is ac-
ceptable to Him” Acts 10:34. Fairwood Bible Institute
gladly admits students of any race, color, national, and
ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges, programs, and
activities generally accorded or made available to students
at the school. It does not discriminate on the basis of race,
color, national, and ethnic origin in administration of its
educational policies, admissions policies, scholarship and
loan programs, and athletic and other school-administered
programs.

Middle row: Amy Brown, Timothy Brown, Andrew Reed, Katherine
Holscher, Megan Adams
Front row: Vanlora Aldrich, Bria Sandford

MARCH/APRIL 2006 ' TIMES OF RESTORATION 15



' Family Foundations

The Pattern on the Mount

by David Murray, McDonough, Georgia

March to the stirring beat of Heaven, not the jazz of politically correct role-blurring

HILE reading through
Exodus and noticing the
detailed instructions for

the building of the tabernacle, my
attention was arrested by God’s
direction that Moses should make
the furniture “after their pattern”
shown “in the mount.” Further
reading in the Book of Hebrews
revealed that Moses was in fact
directed to make a careful copy of
a heavenly original. From this we
can make inferences about earthly
copies and how they reflect all
kinds of heavenly realities. What
struck me this time, though, was
the phrase, “the pattern on the
mount.”

Among other things, a pattern
suggests boundaries, figures,
shapes, outlines, perimeters, and
defined areas. With a pattern one
can say, “This is inside, and that is
outside,” or, “All on this side of
the line is part of the figure, while
everything else is without.”

The patterns in Exodus were
hardly limited to carpentry or
craftsmanship. The Ten Com-
mandments, for example, estab-
lished absolutes that all Christians
take as “givens” when imposing
order on the social and moral cha-
os we see around us. But so many
cultural, social and religious pat-
terns are emerging these days, we

need to analyze them as to which
have their origin on the mountain,
and which do not.

Let’s look at the areas where
God sets up specific boundaries or
limits for various kinds of activi-
ties. I have in mind especially an
area of human behavior where the
limits seem more social than mor-
al. Do we find in Scripture any
instances where people are as-
signed to act out roles and stay

stretched out his rod. One gets the
distinct impression that it would
have been a disaster for either of
them to switch the role on his own,
or to decide that one could carry
on without the other.

If anyone doubted how seri-
ously God took His appointed
roles, it would have been removed
a few years later when the earth
opened to swallow up Korah, Da-
than, Abiram, and fire came forth
from Jehovah and devoured his
250 rebellious comrades. The re-
bellion in this case was plainly a

ANThe y e qu aitvd %ainst God-assigned roles.
value Thf-: Levites were not content with

) their areas of responsibility, but
wi t h f un ct doughtnhe pllesthood as well. In

within apparently artificial bound-
aries? Does God assign roles to
people, and do they differ?

I think we see an excellent ex-
ample of this in Exodus 7 where
God says to Moses, “See I have
made thee as God to Pharaoh; and
Aaron the brother shall be thy
prophet.” These men were given
complementary, yet distinct roles
to play. It is interesting to note
how carefully they acted out their
parts: God spoke to Moses, who
then spoke to Aaron, who then
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reaction, Moses cried indignantly,
“Ye take too much upon you, ye
sons of Levi,” or, “You have gone
too far, you sons of Levi,” as the
RSV puts it. In today’s parlance it
might be expressed, “You have
stepped out of bounds.”

Notice especially the reasoning
of these men. They insisted that
“all the congregation are holy, eve-
ry one of them,” therefore each
one is qualified for the role of
leadership. In saying this they
made the silly mistake that many
are making today. They equated
value with function. They were
saying, in effect, that because every-



one is of equal worth, therefore all
roles ought to be interchangeable.

Now let’s assume for a minute
that all the congregation were holy
(a doubtful assumption). Who ever
said that holiness is the criteria for
leadership or any other role? Be-
cause we are all equally valuable
to God is not the slightest reason
for thinking we all ought to be fill-
ing the same positions. A basic
premise therefore, is that equality
of value in no way insures uni-
formity of function.

With all this in mind let’s ex-
amine the much-vexed question of
masculine and feminine roles for
Christians in our society. I do so
because | fear some sectors of the
Christian church have adopted the
unsound idea that all male-female
roles in the church are interchange-
able. Paul says we are “all one in
Christ Jesus,” and thus there “can
be neither male nor female” (Galatians
3:28). From this many argue that
we are therefore left with mere
differences of anatomy. A few oth-
er verses from the same writer,
however, should make it clear that
the oneness he spoke of is a one-
ness of value and not function.

Let’s see what he teaches in 1
Timothy 2:15. The obscure pas-
sage about the woman being
“saved through childbearing”
makes it clear that there is a link
for women between childbearing
and salvation. Here is more than a
difference in anatomy. This pas-
sage includes a spiritual aspect of
what it means to be a woman
which is in no way interchangeable
with any masculine role.

Again in 1 Corinthians 7 we
find that there are two very differ-
ent ways of going about the busi-
ness of prayer. The man is not to
pray with his head covered, while
the woman is not to pray with hers
uncovered. Regardless of the rea-
sons for this, and however we
think it should be applied, we are

at least faced with two distinct
boundaries, defined solely in terms
of gender.

When it comes to authority in
the church and who should lead
and teach, these roles are spelled
out again in terms of gender differ-
ences. They are in no way inter-
changeable, just because both man

AWe must
the precious
patterns revealed
on t he

and woman may be “born again,”
or be “filled with the Spirit,” or be
“apt to teach.” When women adopt
leadership roles in the church
which involve instruction of or
authority over men, they take too
much upon themselves, just as
clearly as did Korah. Their other
credentials simply don’t matter.

The differences apply in sever-
al other areas, as we all instinctive-
ly sense. There are differences of
temperament and disposition and
spiritual aptitude that are charac-
teristically feminine and mascu-
line. It isn’t wrong to reinforce
these by exposing our children at
an early age to those toys or ideas
or aspirations designed to reinforce
masculine and feminine roles, re-
gardless of the clamor for
“political correctness.” In fact, as
these words from Intercessors for
America reveal, such things are
even necessary:

“The underpinnings of person-
ality are biologic imperatives
which lead to the psychologic
qualities of maleness and female-
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ness. One of the most fundamental
functions of parenting is to evoke,
develop, and reinforce gender
identity and then proceed to shep-
herd the developing child in such a
way as to bring his psychological
side into harmony with his biologi-
cal side, and thereby develop a
solid sense of maleness or female-
ness. The human spirit is greatly
impaired when childhood develop-
ment does not lead to fully devel-
oped masculinity or femininity.”

ng with this we have to
recognize that stereotypes do get
built up through associations and
then sometimes unfairly imposed
on both men and women. Here we

M O U 'nugt consgantly watch to see if the

patterns are derived “from the
mount”—from the Scriptures.
What we must not do however, is
fall for that most vacuous and shal-
low reasoning that tries to elimi-
nate all gender stereotyping on the
grounds that “masculine” and
“feminine” pertain only to the
body. America has gone so far in
this direction that certain hare-
brained segments of our society
are tying frantically to eliminate
any mention of man or woman
from our vocabulary. It’s at its
worst in so-called “gender-neutral”
versions of Scripture itself. The
“in” word today is “person.” Aside
from the absurdities of talking
about “chairpersons” and “person-
hole-covers,” we are quite quickly
being whisked into an anti-
Christian, anti-family slipstream
by adopting such language.

We must guard the precious
patterns revealed on the mount.
We must reject such politically
correct influence in our thinking,
in our speech, our entertainment,
our clothing, and our worship. Let
men quit themselves like scriptural
men, and let women quit them-
selves like scriptural women. Let
us seek the Spirit as to how to do
this in twenty-first century society. ™

X TIMES OF RESTORATION 17



O what in the world

is an “Ebenezer

tone”? The word

“Ebenezer” comes
from a story in 1 Samuel,
when the ark of the covenant
had just come back to the
children of Israel, and they
were gathered at Mizpah to
make themselves right before
the Lord. There they heard
that the Philistines were on
the way. The Israelites were
afraid, but Samuel encour-
aged them to turn to God for
help. Of course the Lord an-
swered and delivered them
from their enemies, and there
was general rejoicing, I am
sure. Then Samuel set up a
stone near Mizpah, naming it
“Eben-ezer,” or “the stone of
help.”

uso

Ebenezer
Stones

Lifetime testimonies
to God's faithfulness

oThen Samuel took a stone, and
set it between Mizpah and Shen, and
called the name of it Ebenezer, say-

ing, Hitherto hath Jehovah helped

z

and the joyful victory. The
warrior would remember,
and with his hand tracing
the carving on the stone, he
would tell the whole story
to his wide-eyed son:

“And remember, my son,
that God is faithful! He
fought for us that day, and
He will do the same for you,
if you obey him, and trust
Him completely.”

So that’s what 1 mean by
“Ebenezer Stones.”

My own Ebenezers are not
physical, but they’re more
like a collection of memo-

1 Samuel 7:12. ) X -
ries. 1 like to think about
them, talk about them, and
by Katie Adams write them down, much as I

imagine the warriors of
Mizpah were glad to stop by
their Ebenezer to reminisce

“Remember, hitherto
hath God helped us,” said Samuel
to the band of warriors standing
around the stone, flushed from vic-
torious battle.

The stone may have been a
roughly squared-off, narrow pillar,
standing upright beside the road.
Perhaps Samuel carved the name
“Ebenezer” into it so that passers-
by on the way to Mizpah could
read it and remember God’s victo-
rious faithfulness.

Why did Samuel feel the stone
was necessary? Surely these men,
fresh from the battlefield, wouldn’t
forget! But humans do forget
(rather quickly if I am any exam-
ple), and must often be reminded.
The children of Israel needed that
stone to remind them of the victo-
ry, and to encourage them that God

would continue to be faithful.

They had probably heard many
times that God was faithful, but
maybe they had not leaned on His
faithfulness before—they had not
tested his promise and found it true
in their own experience. This time
they had, and it was something
worth memorializing in stone.

Each warrior in the years to
come could stop at that stone (say
with his son or grandson at his
side) and recall—the very sight of
it would bring back memories in a
rush—the sense of horror and fear
when the messenger arrived with
news of the approaching Philis-
tines, the steady faith of Samuel as
he prayed for God’s help, the ter-
ror and madness of the battle, the
awful thunder of God, the chase,
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about everything that hap-
pened that day.

Each of mine is tied to a time
when [ learned a lesson about
God’s character, or tested a prom-
ise and found it true in my life. If |
were to label each stone they
would read something like this:

Dream about Heaven: Joy!
Confession: Philippians 2:13
Ein Gedi: Death

In His Chariot: Security
Baptism: Cleansing

Seeing Jesus: Love

These titles may seem cryptic,
but not any more than the word
“Ebenezer” on a pillar by the side
of the road. That would have been
cryptic, too, to anyone not at the
battle of Mizpah.



Let me quickly share the
stories behind a few of my
Ebenezer Stones. I'll start
with the one labeled
“Confession: Philippians
2:13.” How many times I
have heard my father quote
that verse,

“For God is at work in
us both to will and to work
for His good pleasure.” He
gives you the desire and the
power, Katie! It’s all there.

| can use
my own
experiences
to encourage
others
In the
future.

so intense that I felt I had to
do something to relieve it! I
wanted to curl up in a corner
to keep from exploding, or
stretch out every part of me
to give it more room. I
wanted to cry, or laugh,
or ... something, anything!
Suddenly the promise,
“In thy presence is fullness
of joy” (Psalm 16:11) took
on a glorious reality. Being
with Jesus was unspeakable

Everything you need to be
pleasing to God is available!” Dad-
dy was enthusiastic and persuasive,
and I really believed that what he
said was true. Then one day I
proved it in my own experience.

I had done something to hurt
another person—someone outside
my immediate family. [ knew I
needed to apologize to them, but I
most certainly did not feel like it. |
remember standing across the
room from this person, carrying on
a mental conversation with God.

“God, I know I need to do this,
but I can’t. Left to myself I will
stand right where 1 am until that
person walks out of the room. I am
embarrassed and ashamed, and I
don’t want to apologize!” But un-
derneath that, my heart still said
Yes to God, and suddenly I found
myself walking across the room
and opening the necessary conver-
sation.

Within seconds it was done.
What a sense of relief and elation
followed! God had promised in
Philippians 2:13 that He could
make me want to do something
and then actually do it, and it really
worked! I had believed this prom-

ise before, but now I actually felt it
was mine—a foundation stone, an
anchor to which I could tie myself.
I could do anything now—God had
helped and He would help me
again!

What a small incident that
seems in a way, but it was so clear-
cut and vivid that it became some-
thing extremely important in my
life. Whenever I meet a similar
situation I can look back at this
Ebenezer Stone and say, “God
promised in His Word, and He has
done it for me in the past. There is
no way He will not help me
again.”

Another such Stone is labeled
“Dream about Heaven—Joy.”
Years ago | had an incredible
dream of Christ’s second coming.
From the first moment when the
night sky lit up at the appearance
of the King until I woke as I was
running up the sky to meet Him,
the greatest, almost heartbreaking
joy filled my heart. I had never felt
such joy in any waking moment in
my life. I felt that my body was
almost incapable of dealing with it.
The pressure of the joy inside was
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joy! I didn’t just believe it; I
knew it to be true because I had
experienced it.

What practical use there is in
these “Stones”! Just like the warri-
or telling the story to his son, I can
use my own experiences to encour-
age others in the future. I can tell
them of God’s promise and then
say, “I know it works. It worked in
my own life! He does provide the
necessary grace, He does bring us
joy! I trust Him to continue ful-
filling his promises in my life and
in yours.”

God help me to continue rais-
ing Ebenezer Stones along the path
of life—to remind myself, to en-
courage others, and to bring glory
to God. With the Psalmist I want to
reach the end of life with a record
of such Ebenezers behind me and
echo his words: “I have been
young, and now am old; Yet have [
not seen the righteous forsaken,
Nor his seed begging bread.” ¥

Back from an extended stay in
Jerusalem, Katie is living with her
grandmother and working in Keene,
New Hampshire.
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*I Our Nations’ Christian Heritage

The “Separation of Church and State”

THE PHRASE in our title has been used in recent
years as a club, wielded by the federal government
and activist judges to drive all public expression of
religion out of American life. This is a travesty, and
it runs diametrically opposite to the intent of the
First Amendment of the U. S. Constitution. As
praying citizens, we need to be clear about our civic
foundations, and the statement below should dispel
the fog of the ongoing “culture wars” in the land.

The following material is quoted or condensed
from “The Separation of Church and State” by
David Barton, c. 2002, which appears in
www.wallbuilders.com/resources, and is used here
by permission.

The phrase in question was taken from an
exchange of letters between President Thomas
Jefferson and the Baptist Association of Danbury,
Connecticut, shortly after Jefferson became President.
His election—as America’s first Anti-Federalist
President—elated many Baptists, since that
denomination, by and large, was also strongly Anti-
Federalist.

Consequently, now having a President who not
only had championed the rights of Baptists in Virginia
but who also had advocated clear limits on the
centralization of government powers, the Danbury
Baptists wrote Jefferson a letter of praise on October
7, 1801. However, in that same letter of
congratulations, the Baptists also expressed to
Jefferson their grave concern over the entire concept
of the First Amendment, including its guarantee for
“the free exercise of religion”:

“Our sentiments are uniformly on the side of
religious liberty.... But, sir, our constitution of
government is not specific.... [T]herefore what
religious privileges we enjoy (as a minor part of the
State) we enjoy as favors granted, and not as
inalienable rights.” (The Thomas Jefferson Papers, MS
Division, Library of Congress)

In short, the inclusion of protection for the “free
exercise of religion” in the constitution suggested to
the Danbury Baptists that the right of religious
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expression was government-given (thus alienable)
rather than God-given (hence inalienable), and that
therefore the government might someday attempt to
regulate religious expression.

Jefferson understood their concern; it was also his
own. In fact, he made numerous declarations about the
constitutional inability of the federal government to
regulate, restrict, or interfere with religious expression.
For example,

“IN]Jo power over the freedom of religion ... [is]
delegated to the United States by the Consti-
tution.” (The Jeffersonian Cyclopedia, p. 179)

“I consider the government of the United States as
interdicted [prohibited] by the Constitution from
intermeddling with religious institutions ... or
exercises.” (Memoir, Correspondence, and
Miscellanies, from the Papers of Thomas Jefferson,
Vol. IV, pp. 103-104)

Thomas Jefferson had no intention of allowing the
government to limit, restrict, regulate, or interfere with
public religious practices. He believed, along with the
other Founders, that the First Amendment had been
enacted only to prevent the federal establishment of a
national denomination—a fact he made clear in a letter
to fellow-signer of the Declaration of Independence,
Benjamin Rush. [In it he] committed himself as
President to pursuing the purpose of the First
Amendment: preventing the “establishment of a
particular form of Christianity” by the Episcopalians,
Congregationalists, or any other denomination.

Since this was Jefferson’s view concerning
religious expression, in his short and polite reply to the
Danbury Baptists on January 1, 1802, he assured them
that they need not fear, [and] that the free exercise of
religion would never be interfered with by the federal
government. As he explained,

“Believing with you that religion is a matter which
lies solely between man and his God ... I contemplate
with sovereign reverence that act of the whole
American people which declared that their legislature
should ‘make no law respecting an establishment of
religion or prohibiting the free exercise thereof,’ thus

(Continued on page 22)



~\~'T-I:est We Forget

One Hundred Years Ago

Vartan Atchinak and Bible Lands Gospel Mission of Beirut, Lebanon

to Portland, Maine from the Holy Land. A new

passenger on board was a young Armenian con-
vert, Vartan Atchinakian, who had been rescued from
a desperate life in Alexandria, Egypt. This voyage was
his introduction to the ministry of restored Christiani-
ty, and new though he was, he came in for his fair
share of training. His heart had responded deeply to a
sermon preached by Mr. Sandford on the subject of
“Everlasting Righteousness,” but this combined with
his naturally critical spirit to produce a negative atti-
tude toward others. He started finding fault with the
high and the low, and worse, going to Mr. Sandford
privately with his complaints.

Patience and forbearance on the part of the ship’s
company, including the leader himself, had worn thin.
It was a case of the old Quaker adage, “Everybody’s
odd but thee and me—and sometimes thou art a little
odd!” Days later Mr. Sandford cut short one of these
interviews with a direct question: “Vartan, are you a
humble man?”

This apparently simple inquiry produced the de-
sired effect. Atchinakian began a little soul-searching.
As the words of the man of God continued to burn, he
became deeply convicted. At length he felt so ashamed
of his actions that he began to think he might be a Jo-
nah—responsible for some of the bad weather they’d
been having. He even entertained the thought of jump-
ing over the rail to save others the trouble of throwing
him! But at last he contented himself with a session of
fasting and prayer. And he was in earnest.

At length he came to the altar of God and laid
himself utterly down, body, soul, spirit, and attitude.
He turned over his whole life to God in an irrevocable
act of devotion.

Rejoining the people, he told them what God had
done for him. With some trepidation, he waited for a
response from the leader. After all, he had been given
to understand that his humility was in question and

IN the spring of 1906, Coronet was en route home

that God had a lot of work yet to do in his life. But Mr.
Sandford knew the work of the Spirit when he saw it,
and he was seeing it now. At once he spoke to the oth-
er ministers on board: “Let’s lay our hands on this
young man’s head.” So they prayed for him and his
future, calling him “an apostle to the Gentiles.” In the
Spirit, they set him apart for his life’s ministry.

Once Coronet arrived home, however, the young
Armenian was refused immigration status. Swallowing
his disappointment, he returned to Palestine at the next
opportunity, shortened his name to Atchinak, and set-
tled in Beirut (in what is now Lebanon). He wasted no
time in regret at not being allowed to attend school at
Shiloh. The very next year he began a Christian school
of his own, called Bible Lands Gospel Mission, an
institution he headed the rest of his life. As far as we
know, it continues to this day, despite the political tur-
moil over the years, and the lives it has touched for
God must be legion by now. Just as importantly, Var-
tan himself never turned aside from the step of conse-
cration he took that day in the main cabin of the Yacht
Coronet. H

Vartan Atchinak at Fairwood in the 1950s
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Fifty Years Ago

How Firm a Foundation

In the monthly publication called The Standard for April, 1956, the late Mrs.
John Abram wrote out her inner convictions about the Christian life. She was
just 40 years of age and the mother of four school-aged children, and her words

ring true today. Excerpts follow.

HEN I was six, I told my grandfather that

there were a few things about the Bible |

didn’t understand! Time that has passed has
added to them, and now I find many things that bewil-
der and perplex. In our personal experiences, we find
that although we may do all we know to walk in the
way of God’s favor, we have no assurance that all will
go as we feel it should. Sometimes God remarkably
answers prayer and we soar in the heights; and some-
times He doesn’t, and we tread the valley.

Under these conditions, will the Son of Man find
faith on the earth when He comes?

I find it helps me to consider that some things are
sure. When I deliberately look away from those things
I cannot understand and look at the things I know, 1
realize that there is, after all, a foundation that no
billows can upset.

I know (for example) that the Bible is God’s Word.
Sometimes something we thought we understood in
the Bible turns out to be different from what we
expected. But it is not the Bible that has failed, only
our interpretation of it.

A few weeks ago I took a trip by automobile in
which I had to make several changes of route where it
would have been easy to lose my way. My husband
wrote out a long list of directions of what to look for
and where to make the turns. As we went over the
instructions before I started, I unconsciously made

mental pictures of the places. Later, when I came to a
spot I had pictured as being in the country, I would
sometimes find it in the business district of a town;
and other places I pictured as in the city would be out
in the open. But the directions were all right: if they
said to turn right at a certain gas station, I found that
both the gas station and the right-hand turn were there,
even though they looked a lot different from what I
thought. So it is with the Bible: it is our guidebook for
a long journey; and even if some things look different
from what we expected, the basic instructions are
entirely correct, and we do well to become thoroughly
familiar with them.

I’ve heard people pray for “faith” as if it were
some ethereal sense of power that comes and goes. |
believe rather that faith rests on some such good solid
footing as this upon which we can work with God.
When I start considering the things [ am sure of, they
so far outweigh the perplexities that these are not
worth being bothered by. A “firm foundation” truly;
we will be wise to have our feet well set on it, for “all
other ground is sinking sand.”

With this firm foundation we certainly have “a
place to stand.” Therefore there is every reason under
heaven why we should continue to cooperate with God
and move the world or anything on it that ought to be
moved. b

(Continued from page 20)
building a wall of separation between Church and
State.... I shall see with sincere satisfaction the
progress of those sentiments which tend to restore to
man all his natural rights.”

Jefferson believed that God, not government,
was the Author and Source of our rights, and that the
government, therefore, was to be prevented from
interference with those rights. Very simply, the
“wall” of the Danbury letter was not to limit religious
activities in public; rather, [it was] to limit the power
of the government to prohibit or interfere with those
expressions.

Therefore, if Jefferson’s letter is to be used
today, let its context be clearly given. Furthermore,

earlier Courts always viewed Jefferson’s Danbury
letter for just what it was: a personal, private letter to
a specific group. There is probably no other instance
in America’s history where words spoken by a single
individual in a private letter—words clearly divorced
from their context—have become the sole
authorization for a national policy.

In summary, the “separation” phrase so
frequently invoked today was rarely mentioned by
any of the Founders; and even Jefferson’s
explanation of his phrase is diametrically opposed to
the manner in which courts apply it today.
“Separation of Church and State” currently means
almost exactly the opposite of what it originally
meant. —Submitted by Neil Sandford

22 TIMES OF RESTORATION ™ MARCH/APRIL 2006



L

T

=

What Shall We Read?

THE HOUR THAT CHANGES THE WORLD

Dick Eastman
Chosen Books, 2002

DICK EASTMAN here presents a plan for
spending extended, productive time in prayer.
Most of us have had special prayer times when
the Spirit lifted us out of ourselves. At other
times, everyday prayers may become a list of
petitions on the order of “God bless Mommy
and Daddy and Billy and Susie ...” If you can
relate to this experience, this little book is for you.

Subtitled “A Practical Plan for Personal
Prayer,” The Hour That Changes the World was
first published in 1978 and republished in 2002.
I was attracted by its simplicity, scriptural em-
phasis, and practicality.

After an introductory chapter, the author
explores twelve different kinds of prayer. For
example, the chapter on thanksgiving explains
the difference between praise and thanksgiving,
gives the scriptural basis for praying with
thanksgiving, and suggests some practical tips
for incorporating thanksgiving into one’s pray-
ers. He points out that a wandering mind can
actually be useful during this part of prayer, as
we go over recent events looking for places to
focus our thanks.

The chapter closes with four specific steps
to praying with thanksgiving. The first two are
the fairly obvious: thinking of what God has
done for you recently, and thanking Him for
spiritual, material, and physical blessings. The
next two steps were ones I had not thought of
doing on a daily basis. The author suggests fre-
quently thanking God in advance for expected
blessings. And last of all he suggests thinking
back for overlooked blessings for which we
have never properly thanked God.

Each of the twelve aspects of prayer are
explored in a similar way. Some, like petition
and thanksgiving, are probably already a regular
part of most Christians’ prayer life. Others, I
suspect, are only practiced occasionally. The
entire list includes praise, waiting, confession,
Scripture praying, watching, intercession, peti-
tion, thanksgiving, singing, meditation, and lis-
tening, closing again with praise. Each topic is
presented as a five-minute segment in an hour
of prayer, but the author stresses that the plan
should not be applied in a regimented fashion,
but as the Spirit leads.

Here are a few thoughts as I’ve put it into
practice for myself. I found that the sections on
Scripture praying and meditation could be used
to integrate daily Bible reading intimately into
prayer time. A notebook helps make the prayers
in some categories more specific. The strong
emphasis on watching and intercession helped
me focus my prayers on both local news and
worldwide issues.

As the title indicates, the ultimate purpose
of effective prayer is actually to change the
world, and there is strong emphasis on world-
wide prayer. Although I have not continued to
use the author’s format for daily prayers, read-
ing this book has greatly enriched my vision of

what prayer can be. W
by Miriam Homer, Drumore, Pennsylvania

Mother of two adult children and an avid read-
er, Miriam is Administrative Assistant at Math-U-
See, a manipulative mathematics learning program.

MARCH/APRIL 2006

X TIMES OF RESTORATION 23



THE KINGDOM CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES
18 FAIRWOOD DR
DUBLIN NH 03444-8320

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

NONPROFIT ORG.
US POSTAGE
PAID
PERMIT NO 5
DUBLIN NH
03444

Ki ngds Kids

EASTER!

Drawing by Caleb Lackie

Easter will be celebrated on April 16™ this year.
See if you can find the Easter message by filling in all the blanks;
then go read the Easter story for yourself in Matthew 26—28.

Nfofo| k] ®
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1. The opposite of cold
2. An ice-cream holder
3. What Noah stayed in
4. mpolite

5. Not Young

6. and pepper
7.Not sour

by Name Withheld




