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THE W AYS OF GOD,
PART 4

AShow me now Thy ways. O
0 Moses, the Man of God, Exodus 33:13

thoughts from a craftsman pointin
manship, and from a young man proposing worship and warfare
as ways to reflect our Creator‘s ope
say they were | ooking at simposed o f God
boundaries within which He operates. Of a fine craftsman it has been
said that he simply cannot do poor Ww¢
not deliberately reject that way in order to produce flawed work. So it is
with God‘s work in us. He is after a
that ‘s what He intends to have.
In these pages we‘'re goi—whatHeo | ook
does, where He goes, where He dwells, and the places He provides for us
to walk (and think) in His steps. One writer speaks to the prosaic but of-
ten overlooked truths of God‘s ways
urges us to one of the highest and most costly paths-efrakk unity in
the Church.
Thus God opens up
He‘s teaching us th

I AST | SSWErYdSsow i nto t he —ways of

rough
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National
Punishment?

by Timothy Murray

A godly perspective on natural disasters is necessary
in a post -modern age.

But why keep they the narrow road,
That rugged, thorny maze?
Why, thatdéds the way their Leader tr
They love and keep His ways.

plex and marvelousand They are usually willing to go tor in the world, is opposed by de-

in the long run, they are wher e t hey' re | eronic &pertse Whytddveeyso gf-u i t e
supremely desirable. If we are ad- oftenwantto go there. If Daddy is ten find an unnatural reluctance to
moni shed by Petagribhg Hfohi mgv, iirftllowdHim® Fhat draggingadt the a |
Hi s steps, I and of gersuadion $oe thescdhielrpnsto feed & dnspired by hell, informed
Heavenward, then what better pathwant to go, too. If Grandma wants by the world, and fed by the flesh.
could we choose? Perhaps our besto take a grandchild shopping with Left to itself it will put the most
guide in this pursuit would be to her, the child is more than willing devout among us at cross purposes
follow the example of the Hundred to put his little hand in hers and go with God and His ways. Distract-
and Fortyfour Thousand of Reve- along. In the same way, once weing allurements rise up like dande-
l ati on 14. Of t hdsoernwhe waye d Gqd, theBpirelisns in spring—all golden with
are they that follow the Lamb i t u al man‘ s h e a rptomide,ehutpdighting thef lamn.l o w.
whithersoever He goethll Wh e Or to-choose another metaphor,Then comes stumbling, and even-
er He goes, we go. Whatever He—T he Br i de ey e s tually apostasall berausemaenet ,
does, we do. His ways become ourb u t her dear B r witkree,g Somahow, sve fellaavay. |
ways. Why? Because she loves Him. from the Pil grim's

The ways of God are com- Little children are like that. But love, the greatest motiva-
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which we once set out with such shoved their mothers downstairs! wicked neighbors as well), whom

godl vy zeal . b a THisswvas uraeceptable spedch, to-did He use? Listen to the prophet
love, first, and then keep His ways. tally unbefitting for national reli- J er e mi a h, speaking
gious leaders. No one should behave made the earth, the men and
Ways of God taken seriously who permitted the beasts that are upon the face of
Thi s bei ng t hehimselfghat level af bigosy. Awa Khe earth, by My great power and
another | ook a t ful provingigliem! Away avighsthatl by My outstretched arm; and | give

What are some of the paths whichkind of talk! Then, one by one it unto whom it seemeth right unto
our Leader trod, and from which came the public apologies, bowing Me. And now have | given all the-
we are too easily distracted? Weto the pressure of the age, compro-se lands into the hand of Nebu-
often answer such a question inmising with the mind of the flesh, chadnezzar the king of Babylon,
l of ty ter ms: —langl we douibt givinhgreacglee oMy ser va68) My fe®-7: 5
—kindness, I —I o ithg enenfies ef Gadn g , |l t raedl !
very —mind of Chr Bug tpeople ®utouchwwith | e
these are true, they are also obvi-Scripture, and acquainted with the Terrorists?
ous, amounting twaysofheGodaf Scvpturesduld i nThen could God use a midele
the problerssolving of life. We only agree with the original asser- eastern terrorist who preaches a
hear about them, read about themtions. Why? Because we find that false religion to punish a once
assume them, and pray for themGod is concerned with national Christian, but wayward nation to-
continual |l y. Whahehavior. e naises ypnationas gndday® Yes, indeed He could. He
that God‘s ways padt$athersdowncandithissdependsse hanges not, I we
cepts that aren‘t so obvious. but
are just as worthy. Do we love to
meditate on them?

In today's wor

even sound jarr

about —j udgment | .

here of national judgment by Is there a right and a wrong about
God's chosen age national destiny? Is there a purpose
is one of the ways God uses to re- . . . o
veal His charact in history, an end to it all~

than likely that He expects us to

look at our world through this

prism, not the currently fashiona-

ourselves, Is there a right and a

wrong about national destiny? Is on their collective attitudes andi s still one of t
there a purpose in history, an endpolicies. Look at the way He dealt As intercessors, of course, such
to it all? And if so, how should we with Nebuchadnezzar in ancient knowledge also gives fresh impe-
then think, and live, and speak to Babylon. This man was possibly tus to our prayers, because we re-

our neighbors about it? the proudest despot on earth at thecall that sometimes, when God was
time, and worse, he was a totalabout to punish His people, some-
Disasters idolater, worshipping false gods, one —stood in the

Not long ago, for example, Practicing human cruelty, and heir half, and God was merciful.
some prominent Christian leadersto all the superstition and magical ~ Another element, however, is
spoke up regarding events like thearts of Mesopotamian civilization that intercession can only go so
World Trade Center attacks of Since Babel itself. Of him it was far. There comes a time when the

Kk

he

g c

2001, or the hurricanes of 2005,s ai d, —Whom he wpunoi quihteyllslogfw,a nat.i
and proposed that perhaps Godand whom he would he keptnot hing turns God"*:
was punishing this nation for its @l i ve. I Ther e waaway.'Hs lodngkinénass enflures m
widespread rejection of godliness his godless authority. forever, and his grace is infinite

and decency. What happened? You Yetwhen God chose to punish but He will not always ignore
would have thought they had just His own people Israel (and their wickedness and rebellion. A full
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recompense for evil is in the heav-the power of an opposing wind, righted when it is possible. But to

enly pipeline, and when that time and such stories of divine interven- assert that ownership of territory
arrives, it would be best for the tion in the weather are legion belongs by inalienable right to its
righteous to be elsewhere. Sothroughout history. —earliest inhabitan
found Israel at the captivity, and so In a postmodern, godless age, -headed and unbiblical. That line

found Jerusalem beneath the Ro-we as believers should never beof thinking is logically fruitless:

man legions. And so, very likely, found among those who scorn suchAdam and Eve were the first in-

will the onceChristian nations of —p r i mi t i vel i nt dabipante and wve arenadl their dgh o
the western world today. do we believe, anyway? The pun-scendants. Sewho owns what
dits of secularism, or the God oft oday? That ‘s no he
Weather Scripture? we must recall that God has re-
Another lesghanpopular as- vealed His own ways of thinking
sertion in times like the present is Territorial Rights and acting about this matter all

that weather could be an agent of A final observation may also through history. It was He who

God‘s di spl eas urbeaprope Hwehelieve, asBaip-deliberately displaced Amorite

mean, like, hurricanes? Well, ture insists, that God is involved nations and gave their lands to His

yes—or floods. As | write, New with national origins and concerns people Israel. And He has appar-

England is wringing itself dry from Himself with their destinies, then ently done similarly with people

one of the worst floods in its histo- we will look at secalled territorial groups ever since. There is a

ry, right up there (historians assert) rights with a quite different point mighty destiny at work in His di-

with the flood of 1936 and the hur- of view from the prevailing wis- Vine plan for the nations, and it is

ricane of 1938. And no one needsdom. Who owns the lands, any- at least partially unveiled in proph-

to be reminded oway?—Wha trightfullyadetermi@es eay.fWhat does Godsay? What are

the Indonesian tsunami two Christt moder n boundar i elis? ways? Thasen are ¢ha romlyh |

mases ago. What? Punishment? Jehovah' s, and tquestionsthatmaies.ss t her e -
Again, those who know the of , I and i f He h als allitésnHowewges the pointa n d

ways of God would have to accept providentially bestowed ownership is not to assign blame or hand out

at least the possibility. Certainly on a nation such as ours (when werewards. The point is to learn, and

then to love, His ways-hot only

in our actions, but also in our

worldview, our way of thinking

about life. Only when our outlook

What does God say? harmonizes with that of the Crea-
What are His ways? tor will we be amo
. know their Godl i n
Those are the only questions bl e. Daniel‘s admo
that matter. only those who know their God
this way will be akt

and t ak-erighhat the very |l
time, apparently, when others are
paralyzed with indecision or fear.
God has used weather in the pastvere still Godfearing), then per- It matters greatly to this nation and
to work out His will. iHast thou haps we believers should not letto the world that there be people
entered the treasuries of the snow,ourselves be too influenced by who do know God and whaare

or hast thou seen the treasures ot | ai ms of pr i or familiarghytleng llassociatiorHe h a
the hail, which | have reserved returned the people of Israel to with His ways.

against the time of trouble, against their historic land, and if His Word May we all be among them,
the day of bat t deelares it tb bevtheir Pightful(in3 @very day we live. p
38:22-23). Napoleon learned all heritance forever, then that is

about that on his march to Mos- prope_rly going tq_ shape our vi_ew Editor of this magazine, Tim
cow, and so di dofcHrrent éventsinghat r@giomi e Sometimes contributes in order to help
later. The doomed sailors of the Historical injustices should not out a brother or sister in time of need.
Spanish Armada found out about be ignored, and wrongs should be
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Unity:
The High Calling of God

by Robert Adams, McDonough, Georgia

The unity of the triune God as the pattern for behavior in the Church

AfiBehold, how good and how pleasant it is for
It is like the precious oil upon the head,
That ran down upon the beard, Even Aar o

That came down upon the skirt of his garments;
Like the dew of Hermon,
That cometh down upon the mountains of Zion:
For there Jehovah commanded tPsmmdl3xB)si ng, Even

iful thing to see. Lastspring t r i gued and chal |Emagwegh nmef. tlhavte. S
had a chance to watch the lived long enough and read history plore a little of what God says
Navy' s —B1l ue Angrdsdh pto f @wrom.c | abduethe subjextt LookGab His' defi-
Watching them fly those sleek, type of unity is completely impos- nition of the level of unity that He
powerful aircraft in such harmony s i bl e among me n expmects. Tdia istthe.partlot thi$ |
is really a wonderful experience. It never happen, and if it did it would subject that so intrigues, inspires,
speaks to one' s ndver fasttunlessnof caursel &ad papdrfloors me.
way than just excitement; it speaks does the impossible. First consider this description
of unity, almost perfect unity: all Arab against Jew, taught romof t he early church:
six jets, under the control of six the cradle to hate or at least dis-one accordcontinued steadfastly
different men, all with different trust each other, still intent on re- in prayer, with the women, and
personalities, backgrounds, andmembering and avenging thousandMary the mother of Jesus, and with

Spiritual unity is truly a beau- sisters. This subject has long in- things keep coming up again.
i

looks, but conformed to one com- -yearold wrongs. Protestants andhi s br et hrenll ( Act s
mon purpose and obedient to oneCatholics. HypetCalvinists and Next look at one of several
man' s commands, freedoiceg beliedetscBlackaandsi mi | ar passages frc

result that is almost unbelievable. whites. Rich and poor. Red Sox | beseech you, brethren, through
And God‘ s way famsrandtYankeespfanse. fHose thathe name of our Lord Jesus Christ,

is also unity, a perfect unity like blue and those that like red. that ye all speak the same thing

applied in the relationship between The list of things we can and do and that there be no divisions

us and Himself and in that betweendisagree on is endless; new thingsamong you; but thate beperfect-

us and the rest of our brothers andare always being added and olded together in the same mind
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and in the sglmey ojuudwehehrattls s i n svailing) iviemgaf thisSswbject, and

Corinthians 1:10). l et*s not do t hanot shtiterfa .anythiegsless thanr a y
Finally listen to Jesus Himself, that we would be one with each exactly what the Bible says things

in a prayer which in my opinion is other as He and the Father are oneshould be. Some feel this will hap-

one of the most amazing and im- What if we took Him at His word pen only when persecution forces

possible requests in the Bible: and expected it? us to the position of unity. But is

—Nei ther for thesd&downwhatdoaboptr@dd'es i pgewer ' aBy | e

but for them also that believe on often heard that goes somethingpeace?

Me through their word; that they | i ke t hi s: —Un i t y Pait of whathgives mes logerist i a |

may all be one even as thou, Fa- and tolerance in the nen that | am aware of how God has

ther, art in Me, and | in thee, thate s sent i al sl ?2 T hiworkedvia places Fhave lenawn inn g

they also may be in us: that the with things has truth and sense to itorder to meld and weld a group of

world may believe that thou didst at certain levels, but spiritually | people together in a wonderful de-

send Me. And the glory which bel i eve i t' s o0 negree Df unith that prodgcgdewordd —c

thou hast given Me | have given -ou t |l phrases of chanding faith,epowey rand drsit. I

unto them that they may be one, suspect that it is used to cover forwh y not expect t !

even as WehnXdreff)onehde f act that wecljowsdtslicatno tt wsreremi n
Did you stop and think about ¢ 0 me t o t he —s dmeonly mogicaldplace to start is

t hat ? —Onel as Hhings.aAl kindstohdivisivie sssudsewith you and me.

are one?! That is wild, impossiblel go i nt o-e$ ent—nainll So whatdyp eve do? We must

But then, God is always asking ry, and the result is an incredible begin by recognizing that it is a

things of us that only He can do. number of separate groups of process. As | mentioned, there is a

| think many earnest Christans Chr i st i ans. T h i swealtheaf praciical IBiple idsoue-s n * t
have essentially given up on thef i t t he | angua gton on-hawfto live hire harrsoayme
idea of ever really having thistype mi nd, I or —onel Barsrealyh ¢he Fnast hmpaortant n d
of unity, especially within the body Son are one. place to start-and end-is harmo-

ny with God Himself. If each of us
is truly conformed to His image

Jesus prayed that we would be one and obedient to His will, then the
. result is automatic and assured.
with each other That's the gener
as He and the Father are one. course, but what are some specifics
) ] ] of what this means in everyday
What if we took Him at His word life? Let‘s go bacl

er: He said it was Hén us who
would do it. The basics of salva-
tion—repentance, accepting His
death for our sins, being born

of Christ as a whole. And | con- What might be a better ap- again, opening our hearts for the
fess, the more experience | have,proach? Take Him at his word, indwelling of His Spirit—all this

the less likely it looks to me also. look for the answer to His prayer, will bring unity. But once even

But | see no room in the Bible for and dedicate ourselves to gettingthat is in place, it is still all too

a defeatist attitude. On the contra-back t o t he —o0 n easy#dgoaver Himl andagd on tivh e
ry, unbelief is soundly condemned early church. The Word gives us ing as before. Jesus then speaks of
over and over again as one of thosean absolute wealth of teachingonbei ng —sancti fi edl
real ly bad t hi ngthe pacical adpectsohwhat iswmafntni ng Hi s Word as
us to do. I t * s cvaledieldingshisout. an d ficatiomi& the process of having

ing logically one realizes that un- But that information has been the life of Christ more and more
belief really is an insult to God. available all along. What will worked out in our lives such that
When He says He will do make the difference and bring we actually act and live like Him
(whatever He has promised), andabout a radical change today? Itin this world.

then we turn around and say by ourcalls for people who will take a Well, then, since we are to be
unbelief, —No , yradical @s comparkd to the pre—ddnctified in the Word, what does

and expected it?
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that Word teach us? The Word Leadership ¢ Let God work on what the other

actually teaches all that we need,  Another key to unity very of- person did.
b ut | et S | 09 k ee|t_1 OV@OOH.edE 9 $P'ﬁ““a9'@a¢e‘°" s (brsay' for and do good to those
Perhaps something will seize your ship, vested in qualified men raised ;
) h . that —despitefully
attention as applying especially to up by God to be pastors and over-
your situation. seers for the —#pCoralpneandconfigntthvse t he
saints. Il We must Whopgpese themselvesns hae

Love and the Holy Spirit, but His way Si nned against us (

Jesus gave us alshiecludesgedly leatiersm- the Spirit, ) with
mandmentl to lkhove one another pose to help, not |
He loved usThat will do it. See 1 Time and space are limited, so t hem have it.|I

Corinthians 13 for the best practi- let me close up with this: | believe

. . + Do whatever it takes.
cal explanation ever written of God wants us to do better than we

what loving one another really means. have in the past in our individual Let‘s look to God
relationships, our local church fel- revolution of genuine biblical uni-
Speech lowships, and in the body of Christ ty—not some humanistic, con-

In James 3 we find a passageeverywhere. | believe Scripture is trived, politically correct tolerance,
about the tongue and how to dealclear about what He is offering, but real heart unity, based on what
with it. Since it is through the and the only way this will happen He wants of us all. God knows
tongue we usually communicate is for us to come alive in faith and there has been too much division,
and cause disunity, these words areaction and enter in to this promisedf acti on, fi ghti ng,
extremely helpful. He explores land. When we take the positonofup wi t h t heml for t
heart attitudes like bitter jealousy complete faith in Him to do the results will come when we have an
and faction that are the basis forimpossible through us, and if we attitude of faith, not content until
wha't he calls — ' ' )
This is just what we see in the

worl d, as peopl e

rate | adder, | or

That wisdom is contrasted with Let s | 00k t o God t o star
—t he wisdom that ] i ] )
which he says i: of genuine biblical uni
peaceable, gentle, easy to be en based on what He wants of us all.

treated, full of mercy and good
fruits, without variance, without
hypocrisy.|I

Humility

Ephesians 4 contains wonder- Will never cease praying, fighting, Jesus* prayer is an
ful instruction about unity within and working toward that goal, we full, first in us and then every-
the body. It starts out with this Will receive it. There can be no where else.
hardhi t ti ng pass agescuse—and there, eap espegialle | The end of it all will beHis
the prisoner in the Lord, beseechbe no pointing fingers at the other Kingdom, fully come. Not my
you to walk worthily of the calling 9uy ., who' s so s kingdom, @fyburs. N6t a corltrived d
wherewith ye were called, with all or—(fill in the blank). and temporary unity, but a true
lowliness and meekness, with ~ You and | become the problem joining of heart and mind that cuts
longsuffering, forbearing one an- ourselves when we settle for lessacross and erases all lines. In the
other in love; giving diligence to than God promised. We need toend, His Kingdom will be one
keep the unity of the Spirit in the start right now: trust, pray, learn, body, from every tribe and tongue
bond of peace. Il changeoAndgnergimi nent and nation, to the glory of God.

causes of unity problems are pride ¢ Call someone up, write an e May it be so, Lord! p
and selfishnessold enemies that mail, humble ourselves, and bFatﬂer of eight godly children,

i i i Robert has served as pastor in a varie-
cause so much trouble in all kinds mak(? amends for anything ty of locations in the United States and
of ways. we‘ve done Wr 0N@&hnada.
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This World for Christ

-

O HE FIELD IS THE WORLD O

CHINA Pray that God will protect the faithful believers

The court trying househurch leader Zhang who are still under surveillance. Pray that authorities
Rongliang has acknowl ed gidsee Chrstlirntkem and that theiLerdswaillfcdntingei e n
evidence and ambi guous ftagtowslislodyanChdinahas submi tted t
case to the Zhengzhou City intermedi at e peopl e’ s
court for | egal advi ce. The Zhongmu City peopl e’ ¢
court made the request after a thaur hearing in ERITREA
April, during which Zhang (charged with falsifying a Informed sources in Asmara confirm that most of
passport) argued his right for a passport as a Chinetizge 28 jailed pastors and priests arrested from the
citizen. Zhang also denied the accusation he had derotestant and Orthodox churches are held at the Won-
tained passports —t hr o-uggel Mermera tcantarg Where grisontaunthodties have h
workers. Henan Police arrested-¥#ar old Zhang gathered them into one cell to keep them from
without charges on December 1, 2004. Only months—i nf | uenci ng ot her prisonei
later were charges brought against him. sources have confirmed the arrest of Pastor Daniel

Thank God the court acknowledged the weaknes'é'e”emiChel of Charismatic Word of Power Church,
of the charges, and | et @ken frP)rp lis home on Felyruary 23rgl. His wif ﬁg]l et
exonerated and released very soon. Pray, too, th@feat distress; the couple having been married just a

Chinese authorities will recognize they need not feamonth prior to his arre_st. ) ) )
Christians g y Pray that Jesus Himself will be in the midst of the

imprisoned Eritreans and that the Holy Spirit will

~I'n other news, the Chisflefgthéh Christ SriSofdrsdtd beCBbth Doldf ahd | ¢
investigators report seven foreign evangelical churcyying in their witness. Pray that millions of Christians

Ieaders including five .Americans and two Tai\/_\/anes‘%\/orldwide will come boldly to the throne of grace and
were interrogated for five hours on March 23thisyeary h 5t t hese suffering Chri st

According to an eyewitness, the Chinese officers rezng grace in their great need.

fused to show IDs, and their attitudes were very rude; 3 The above two items were taken from
they even ate all/l t he f ovOM-USA Nexvpral praydr uptiaver(April 25,2006).a s t
lunch. The religious leaders were accused by their

interrogators of being foreign religious infiltrators.

Following a fivehour interrogation, all those arrestedINDIA

were released. Some were followed back to their home Christian leaders are being arrested for what offi-
provinces. cial s are <calling —fraudul
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Supported by Hindu militants, Indian police arrested aepresentatives from World Relief and Jubilee Cam-
pastor and six other church leaders in Jabalpur, Madipaign, briefed Special Assistant to the President Tim
ya Pradesh on April 18. Geoglin at the White house on the current plight of

While members of the militant Hindu organization Christian refugees from Burma. Jacobson urged the
Bajrang Dal chanted outside the door, police bargewhite House to allow the Christian refugees asylum
into the home of Avinash Lal, an independent Penteand protection in the U.S. and to properly interpret
costal pastor, around 8:30 p.m. They manhandled-mat er i al supportll restricti
pastor Lal and six other church leaders, shouting abusiee Patriot Act.
and pounding the furniture with their batons. Accusing Pray for the persecuted Christian refugees from
the Christians of illegal conversions, the police tore uBurma that God will provide a way for those who
Bibles, slapped Lal, grabbed another leader by the haiesire to obtain asylum and protection in the U.S.
and a third by his ears. They were then taken to the CFI Legislative Director Robert Sweet has been
Barela police station where they remained until midbriefing other organizations and policy makers on
night, when they were released on bail. IndiraCapi t ol Hi | | regarding —mat
Lyengar, President of the Madhya Pradesh Christiawell, urging lawmakers to allow Christian refugees
Association, was told by authorities that the sevefrom Burma entry to the U.S. He recently briefed staff
were under investigation for illegal prayer meetings. from the office of the Senate Judiciary Committee

Pray for wisdom for these leaders, as they dedChairman.
with these accusations. Pray that they will have the Pray for CFl to find favor in the eyes of key offi-
words to say as they stand before their accusers antls in Washington on behalf of the persecuted
that these seven men will keep their eyes on JesuShurch.
persevere in their faith, and not grow weary orlose And | et ‘s keep praying for
heatrt. and the rest of the staff at the @fonsored school

0 From the Persecution and Prayer Alert, for Karen and Karenni refugee children at Mae Sot,
VOM Canada, April 26, 2006 Thajland.

p
0 From CFI Persecution Alert, April, 2006

UNITED STATES
Christian Freedom International president James d Compiled by Therrill E. Morgan,
JacobsorjFairwood Bible Institute, 19§2along with Wesley Chapel, Florida.
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The Monadnock Beacon

Graduat es Test i
2005-2006

At the thirty -first annual Commencement of Fairwood Bible Institute
last May, five quality young ladies took the podium and offered testimonies
to Gododés handiwork in their personal i ves
was also asked to write for publication as well.
May their words and faces combine to win the prayers and faith of the
people of God as they move on into His next step for their lives. When Jesus
said that AThe Kingdom of Heaven suffereth

take it by forced He wasndt describing ivie
pert exegetes. He was talking about something that might be called the Spe-

ci al Forces of the Spirit. So | etds pray for
been their first training camp, and now we

they enter fAphase two. 0

Sarah Ann Adams my heart‘s desiremowed my heowholdr :
McDonough, Georgia Spirit gradually revealed these And that is the best result of all.
things to me. | felt like Eustace in Sarah is working at home for the

A friend who was looking The Voyage of the Dawn Treader summer.

forward to attending the Bible (the.Chronches of Narnia, by C.S. _

School once told me something Le€WiS), when Aslan (representing Name Withheld

i ke this: — r &8ist)hadty dig the diagon skin Hohart, New York

thing holding me back from off him, layer by painful layer, in

_getting God" w §rdar o regtare EHACR pagk 1q When | came to Fairwood

Fairwood is a golden opportunity human form. As with’ Eustace, the ,, . years ago, | came desiring to

to get away from the outside dis- Pain deepened as the work pro-y ., God—not just theories or in-

tractions of normal life and focus 9ressed. but at the same time, e, \-ion about Him, but to really

on getting to know Jesus. But | al- MOr€ that came off, the closer | have a distinct relationship with

so discovered t hdewtoGed Angthemmprglloyed gy son and Holy Spirit. My

servation was correct. Him for rt! . fifst classes. were fimes when |
| came into these three years !~ m learning tpéi&‘close Ytlertt n(iln'aﬁ]e(?fort ho?

earnestly desiring God, but also ©0d and His work in me brings a miss @ thing. |t was during one

carrying a set of thought patternsP €@ c¢ € ~and hope inside, thal, r#e ESPnk

and attitudes that severely limitedd € P€nd on circu mtﬁetBﬁq’é q%n% of mjsouY Gcafld SO

my progress. Thankfully, God saw | €armned that 1°ve,faflecng rify abolt thé wi
the One who has cared enough to

12 TiMES OF RESTORATION \  JULY/AUGUST 2006



potential for such a relationship friends had been here too, and itworth the pain, the tears, the strug-

made me desire it for myself. was just t he —t dle. Irhave Idaroed tdad Hellalon®is t
As time progressed | found the even with this hard attitude, God worth more than anything else.

maj ority of my |begasdinpseciouswork and starth e Bethany is preparing to enroll at

ing learned in the classroom, but ed breaking down walls, infusing Harrisburg Area Community College

through life experiences. A few me with His light, life, and love. | in nearby Lancaster.

months after my 19t_h'birthday, life felt that my first year was real!y Sara Lynn Littlefield

turned especially difficult. It was one of tearing out all the junk in North Scituate. Rhode Island

during this period that | learned my life and beginning aew build- '

one of my most important les- ing, even a new foundation T

sons—t 0 —t hr ow my s e |l éameback moeeswillingly the here is really no way to

for His personal help. It was then next year, though my flesh was express in words all the ways that

that | experienced a taste of there-st i | | reacti ng d5edhashchapgechge duriggitheser gi c

lationship with Him | had wanted r e act i o n s ll-domioated Hhgee y@@rs. Puring the first year |

all along. life in Bible School. That was the found myself being reconciled to
Another lesson God has taughty e ar | recei ved Goth Beforefcoming,al had bgep e at -

me is the value of inviting the Ho- me nt , I heat i hugpn- unaking isame wireng Lhoices, but

ly Spirit to work in me and through ing out impurities and imperfections, When | came, | was able to realize

me. There have been timeswhenland | eavi ng b e hthah and ltagked Godgte ehange

felt helpless to change myself,onlyst uf f . I 1t was rmealedidso.yes, but in

to be reminded that it is God who some ways | think | was the most | came initially on a twe

must transfor m mepiitually lalive thas year.hDespite éng@nth trial basis. That was extend-

son Jesus cameto make me the pain, | knew | was growing €d to Christmas, and that expanded

something different by His salva- closer to my Jesus, and that was ul-0 include the entire year. God had

tion and by the work aheindwell- t i mat el y what | drawname ineagd | wag amazed tg

ing Holy Spirit Himself what | was here for. find out how much of Him I had
During these three years | have  This past year has been anoth-missed out on before. | spent much

found Jesus to be the best confi-er tough one-exceptionally hard of my first year observing those

dant, the surest source of joy, andin areas about which | had had noaround me. It inspired me to see all

the One who loves me most. He clue when entering that first day of He had done, and was continuing

doesn't di sappoifritrst | s ehnmevset eal stdo* Wde0o , f éINt t hacepebBEbhI

found there is so much more ofunr eal with God, TheJolowipgeyeal | migs¢ds i -

Him to know! When | came want- cally sick more than my first two the graduates and gained the expe-

ing to know God yeart combinedorelatiorships daverience of living with underclass-

had any idea what a lileng pur- gone hard, dreams have beenmen—an interesting change of en-

suit that would be. | have learned smashed, and mor&etit is my Vvironment. After a short adjust-

t hat knowi ng Go dtestimeny ‘that God shas abkvaye ment, | began to enjoy the new cir-

understandi ng s obeen thieec Hesneverl abandoneacumstances; the process brought

lationship, and one | have only just me, and He never will. During many chances to trust God. | lost

begun. those dark times, it was made verytwo of my friends to untimely

Name Withheld is preparing to evident that God, my Jesus, isdeaths early in the year, but
enroll at St. Anselm College, Man- enoughHe is all | need, He is all | through it | really learned to lean

chester, New Hampshire. really want, and in Him | find eve- on God. | knew He was in control,
rything my heart is longing for. Je- and all | could do was give Him
sus Is Enough. my trust. Jesus became a friend to

Bethany F. Jones Though these years have beenme during that time. We grieved

Quarryville, Pennsylvania rugged, | am extremely thankful together, smiled together, and cried

that | came. He has changed me intogether. | had never experienced
I would describe my overall SO many ways, and our relationship Jesus in this way before, and it tru-

Bible School experience this way: Nas deepened and climbed so mucty drove my spiritual roots deeper.

Tough but needed. | came at first higher than it ever would have if | | never felt alone, because He was

because it was expected. It washad failed to come at all or with- always there.

what my family had done, my drawn after my first year. It was ~ This past year has brought fur-
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t her changes. I t mestingb, ebet n sdakea thegne up Thatnisgjust what happened to me,

to know new students and building and made some lifehanging a n d I found the dr

new relationships. Someone oncechoices. In one class, when wel ast , either. That

told me that the first two years of we r e studying huopwl Alpriahdamad | 'y an

Bible School would provide chanc- servant sought a bride for Isaac, |tune with God.

es to receive and learn from olderfelt the Holy Spirit calling me to More recently, though, | had to

classmates, but the third yearyield my life to Him. He had been work on the fundamentals again. It

would be the time to give to those working on me a few weeks before seemed | was learning more out-

that were younger. | tried to follow that too, and after that class | took side of classes by just living and

that advice, and | hope | succeeded time to say Yes to Him. Then, dur- dealing with people. This has
Anxiety over the future took a ing our study of Daniel, we were taught me the power of prayer. |

deep hold on me shortly after the encouraged to purpose somethingwas sometimes overwhelmed by

New Year and held on for some for ourselves and ask God to makemy own weaknesses and lacks, and

ti me. [ didn't lus touevto it. f purposedvto live fdr somretimes distraught by circum-
could make it after leaving Fair- God, and | have been helped instances | could do nothing about,
wood. | thought | might lose all the that purpose ever since. but when | took these problems to

things | had learned while here, but It kept me on track for the next God, He answered in remarkable
God began t o s hoyearmfeBible I5ehool whenw atedn walys. | learned to seek Him and
trusting Hi m. H eiedt Kirngabm rAlsstpry an@ rfours t trust Him about everything.

Me , and be not nayfgpiatuald vision ¢leareddsakde d Throughout the three years of
God to help me trust Him, and sharpened. Before that visionary Bible School | developed deep
once again He answered my cries.class, which came toward the endfriendships, made good memories,
| realized that He loves me too of the year, | went through a spir- and learned practical skills. But
much to let me go. Through vari- itual dry time. The things of God what will last for a lifetime is the
ous experi erofitkes , wehen‘—dafvarygd r e artlationsbip Ihave developed with r e -
future bubbl el |jmembereg whatpsentbona told maGed-

flated. | know God will do all He about this—that when there are dry Kimberly is preparing to enroll at
needs to in order to keep me se-times the roots grow deeper, andFlorida College, Tampa, Florida.
cur e, and | ° m n outimael oyaut betome gtriongex. u p ,

either. | am confident that He will

keep me through whatever trials

may come next.

Sara is helping her parents at
home for the summer.

Kimberly Jane Murray
Dublin, New Hampshire

G rowing up at Fairwood, |

always looked forward to Bible
School and always thought the stu-
dents were perfect. But the closer | [#5
got to attending, the more | real-
i zed they w-eance n
neither was |. But throughout the
past three years, | have grown in
both spiritual and practical ways.

| came with a theme verse:
—Taste and see

good. | At first
whelmed with the good things be- L. to R.: Sara Littlefield, Sarah Adams, Name Withheld, Kimberly Murray, Beth-
ing poured out to me in classes and any Jones.
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////_Family Foundations

Families In Heaven?

by David H. Murray, McDonough, Georgia

recently readh Travel Guide know them and love them as we do

to Heaverby Anthony ' - on earth, or will everyone be so
DeStefano. Coming from the caught up in the glories of heaven
Catholic tradition, DeStefano that we will forget all about each

left me a bit puzzled at times when God never loses other?

he tried to work in some notions Some say that since Jesus

about the saints and how they op- or dlscards wi || be —all and in
erate in heaven. More to the point, i n‘t worry about any
he challenged my thinking in other anythmg gOOd ship. Such reasoning sounds spir-

areas, especially that of earthly that He has made. itual, but it doesn®
relationships and whether they scriptural. The reason is that right

would be recognized and honored now Jesus i s suppose
in heaven. Would your brother still and in alll to His b

be your brother in heaven? And if At the same time we are exhorted yet He still chooses to demonstrate
you had a special relationship with by Scripture to set our minds on  His goodness and His glory by

him on earth would it continue in  the things above. Exactly what putting us in special relationships
some form in heaven? And what  things? When you read that verse with other people. Will all that
about your wife? If she was the do you have a ready image of what cease in heaven? It hardly seems
dearest and sweetest creature you you are supposed to set your mind like it.

ever dreamed of on earth, would  on? Of course it would probably In addressing these questions

she cease to be that to you in heav-include a lot of the bookof Reve- | * m maki ng use of De
en? And what about your children | at i on, because drdumentswhilevintraduciag aviesv

as well? Each of them has a specialfind the most vivid heavenly thoughts of my own as well. The

place in your heart. Will that all scenes available in the Bible. dominant theme and guiding thesis
disappear in heaven? Al t hough Revelaftihins d-etersanveal gui de

Such questions as these may have a lot to say about earthly rela- that God never loses or discards
not figure large in the thinking of  tionships and what they might look anything good that He has made.

many Christian families. After all, like up above, we do know that our He may change or transform these
this life seems pretty all departed loved ones have gone on good things, but he never elimi-
consuming without trying to figure to be with the Lord and that some- nates them. This thesis, if true,
out what heaven' dayvewiljoigthemoWilbme | iskaoald have a profound affect on
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all our thinking about the afterlife. : : show her feelings. Although He
It suggests that our family ties will gently reprimanded her by saying,

remain intact no matter how much —Touch me not, I or,
they may need to be purified. He has pUt us to me, Il there is no
But what about marriage? ; HF her conduct was inappropriate.
Doesn‘t the Bi bl In famllles t hRather it appears that her embrace
next life they neither marry nor are so His g|0ry was an impediment to His busy
given in marriage? Yes, it does. schedule (see John 20:17). In addi-
But DeStefano argues that while can be tion to this event we find a group
marriage as an institution may pass dlsplayed of women falling down before Je-
away, the pure relationships that it ’ sus to take hold of His feet and
fostered in this life will live on worship Him (see Matthew 28:9).
forever. He maintains that different Things may be quite different in
levels of affection and intimacy their separate ways. It heaven, but | can-‘t
will exist in the next life, because doesn‘t mean t llesitetotgdt elogse to Jesus will be
they will reflect the way Jesus re- stop knowing each other diminished.
lated to people while on earth. Alt- and loving each other. In- Whatever the case, we will
hough Jesus loved everyone equal-  deed the two people may all know soon enough. Right now
ly, He still had His inner circle of even have a much deeper we are being prepared for another
three disciples that were especially relationshipoff the tennis life. Each friend, each task, each
close to Him. And among these court. That ' s trial,eandwacly heartachd irsthis life
was the beloved disciple who en- with married couples in is skillfully designed and lovingly
joyed an even more unique status. heaven. introduced to prepare us for a fu-
In the same way, argues DeStefa- ture stretching millions of years
no, there will be different levels of If such thinking is correct, it  ahead. Each family squabble and
affection in heaven, including spe- could be extended to include a lot each act of service in the home is
cial family r el aadfothenraatianghips.as ek r e ‘ raw material for the redemption of
how he puts it: Brothers and sisters, cousins, and Christ Jesus. He can make these
aunts, and uncles may all find their materials into a family monument
While the structure, insti- place in the panoply of heavenly  that will shine down through the
tution, and sacrament of relationships. Surely heaven will  ages.
marriage will no longer be not be a socialistic commune If DeStefano is right, then ten
required in heaven, the where everyone is a clone of eve- million years from now your sister
relationshipbetween the ryone else. There may well be de- will still be your sister and you
two people will continue grees of intimacy and affection just wi | | be able to tal
forever. We can compare as there are on earth. When we seewith her as no one else can do. Ten
it to a game of tennis be- it modeled in the best families on  billion years from now your wife
tween two friends. When earth it seems healthy and attrac- will still be your wife and you can
they are playing on the tive. I't* s qui t eshareotlings that ne oné else woald p a 1
tennis court, we call them to feel particularly close to one appreciate or understand. Ten
tennis partners. They dress child, but that tHousmasdyean fromaavryoutwii at
a certain way, use certain would not give his life for all of be able to have glorious family
equipment, abide by cer- them. In the same way Jesus loves reunions with grandparents and
tain rules, stay within cer- us all, but is especially close to other relatives stretching back as
tain boundary lines. Once those who leave all to follow Him. many generations as you have
the game is over, however, But what about physical af-  room for in your heavenly man-
they leave the court and fection in heaven? Would anyone sion. Jesus is preparing a palatial
cease to be tennis partners. with a glorified body care for a residence, and He knows how
But that does n‘hug? Wosldwe stiow eur love and many relatives you will want to
relationship ceases. It interest that waiplee Agai n we can't
doesn'‘t mean f bor ismsttandbdet i t ' s Inshore Heehastputusgn t 0 n ¢
that they necessarily get that Mary tried to hug Jesus after families so His glory can be dis-
into their cars and drive the resurrection in an effort to played. May iflong continue. p
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m What Shall We Read?

Let 6s Hear | t f or

by Miriam Homer, Drumore, Pennsylvania

Sidewalks in the Kingdom rusalem, which God chose as theother in our private cocoons of
Eric O. Jacobsen dwelling place for His Name. Of steel. On the other hand, good
Brazos Press, 2003 course, the ultimate city is the New sidewalks encourage walking, and

Jerusalem. Whether we live in a while walking we can greet our
RHAPS you love the city rural or urban setting here on earth,neighbors, and engage in conversa-
and what it has to offer, or we are ultimately called to be citi- tion with those whom we might
perhaps, like me, you grew up be- zens of that city. not invite into our homes. Side-
lieving that a city was a place to be ~ One of the aspects of city walks can also become a forum for
avoided at all costs. No matter dwelling that the author discusses public protest (try that in a mall)
which category describes you, thisis the necessity to interact with and, not incidentally, make a
book may change your whole point others and give up some of our neighborhood safer by putting
of view towards cities. It is part of treasured independence. Paradoximore people on the streets.
a series call ed ecallyhoer wérship of she falsengodP r dlee-six city markers Jacobsen
tice of EverydayofLider Il pé&sc éiugddiscustes grd publid spaced, onixed u r
discusses Biblical teaching abouto wn t hi ngll has sesbeduty, edocal econamy, tha s t
cities, as well as practical ways to sameness in many neighborhoods.pr esence of strange
make cities good places to live. Jacobsen makes a number ofthe delightful modern take on the
The author points out that Chris- pointed applications of Scripture to Good Samaritan), and critical
tians have tended to treat the city our thoughts about cities. Then hemass. This may sound like a civics
as a problem to be solved or a bur-turns to six characteristics, or lesson, but it is presented from a
den to be borne. Some have re-markers, of a city and explores point of view which you never met
treated from the city and its sins, them from two aspects. The first in civics class. The book is reada-
perhaps sending teams to evangeaspect is the practical things thatble and interesting, although the
l'ize, then r et urmakea gityd good-pthck € livg. ddead are challenging. Even if you
l'i fel in the s ubThenthe shows thét hese chardciior Yh.ot agree with a
Others have taken up the idea ofteristics also make a city a good conclusions, this book should in-
social gospel, and tried to fix the place for Christians to lead their spire you to care more deeply
cities’ probl e msdailyliveshin aaway thak impactss absutf what happens in the city
programs that sidestepped the needthers. nearest your home. p
for individual, personal relation- For example, under the topic
ships with God. of public spaces, the book de-
The Bible does tell us about scribes the discomfort of trying to Miriam works for MathU-See, of
evil cities such as Babel or Sodom; walk to a nearby place when there Ei%%?gtifgétgg,d P%]gt%ylvgg;ﬁbu?u ma
on the other hand, it describes theis no sidewalk. The result is that especially adapted for home schooling
cities of refuge and the city of Je- we all get in our cars and pass eacHamilies.
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FaC_e {0 Face
with the.......

trance from the street up
HIS past

spring, | had a onem-a-
lifetime experience. A
friend and | took our
children to a unique op-
portunity to greet the
Queen of England, face
to face. As you might

by K.M. W.

cameras, and then we
saw Prince Philip and the
Queen emerge. But once
they arrived they were

to the building not far
from where we stood.
There was a flurry of

to face. A Cambridge, Englanf whisked off. It was a
imagine, it was a very little anticlimactic, as we

exciting moment. It was  opportunity for some As we set out, the were too far away to see
one | will always remem- Royal watching, even excitement and sense of much.

ber, and it was also an though the chances of anticipation was palpa- However, we knew

i nspiring r ecaichind&goqd glimpse ble. When we got close  she would be coming out
l'iving colordildomft tdeurh ato ihe Univarsigyignouds of the building in half an
that we are all waiting to  Since we live within easy we stopped and talked to hour, so although we
greet a Heavenly Mon-  walking distance of police we saw stationed were a little disappoint-
arch. No matter how dis- where this event wasto in the street. They told us ed, we hoped we would
tant and dreamlike it take place, | decided it ~ what they knew about have a chance of a better
seems now, the day is was too good achancetot he Queen‘ s viewiomherwayroyt.,
certainly coming when pass up. | thought it and no one tried to stop  While we waited, a

the —veilll wwoultbelgreatfundaor n us.Wesoondiscovered nei ghbor of Hei
away, and we will see take Lexie and Arthur, the spot where people was a University proctor
Jesus in all His glory. scout things out, and see were beginning to clus-  happened to see us in the

My husband Charlie  what there was to see. ter. crowd. Because she was
and | have been living in - When | told Heidi, an I f you' ve aUmversithdfieial, she
England for the past sev- American friend, about  in a crowd awaiting a was waiting just outside

enyears. Charlieteachest he Queen‘ s a@a@lcemi ngy, v thaidodrfromiwvdch the -
at Cambridge University, visit, she also sounded  miliar with the electricity = Queen would be exiting.

and this past May, he eager to come along with of excitement which She noticed Heidi and
learned that Prince Phil- her children. Neither of  grows with each passing the children, and the fact
ip, (officially a patron of  us had any idea what the moment. The waiting that we had flowers.

the University), was due size of the crowds would requires extra patience  Someone decided that
to make a visit to the be, or even how close we when you are with chil- we would make a good
particular department he would be allowed once  dren, but the police pres- photo opportunity for the
works in. Charlie had we got to the University  ence was helpful since photographers, and so

also heard that the Queen grounds. Even though |  they gave us clues asto just moments before the
herself would be making had visions of cordoned how imminent the Royal Queen was due to

an appearance at a de-  off areas which would arrival was. They moved emerge, we were ushered
partment a few buildings allow us nowhere near the crowd back at one out of the waiting crowd
away from his office. the spot, | decided it was point not long before and up to a spot just

It seemed like a fine  worth attempting. they arrived, and finally  yards from where she
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would come out.

We hadn't
we'd get so
could hardly believe it
when suddenly we were
motioned forward and
made our way through
the crowd, which was
abuzz with excitement as
they sensed
imminent return. It all
happened so fast. Pho-
tographers pressed all
around and cameras
whirred. All eyes were
riveted on the entrance.
She was coming out any
second, and
could think about.

Before we knew it,
the Queen was walking
in our direction talking
with some University
officials. Then she was
just a few feet in front of
us, peering into our faces
and saying,
very much indeed, they
will make a lovely bou-
guet! Il as
each handed her their
flowers. We stayed as
she stood there talking to
others. No one was in a
rush, and we watched as
Prince Philip came walk-
ing up, and then finally
they both walked over to
the car, drove through
the crowd, and were
gone!

That experience has
given me a lot to think

Queen Elizabeth on the left with Heidi and her children
the middle and KMW and her children on the right.

n

about. For one thing, itis how long | had just been
a beautiful smalkcale waiting. | could see the
illustration to me of what wrinkles on her face, and
it willdbe likesto payisit ~ wsee her mouth moving as
cally see Jesus, and even she spoke right to us.
our loved ones, when we Nothing else crossed my
get to Heaven. Seeing mind.

the Queen gave me a The longer you wait
new perspective onthe  for something, the easier
l i ne fr om t hiecarhbgcome,to getdis-
will be worth it all, when  tracted and lose sight of
we see JesuswliatAsyau'Trre
st df thimdarthly event, We are well aware how
it is incredibly real to me easy itis to become

that once we see Him, weighed down with the

t h &nd laveithke privilege of here and now, and lose

being in His presence, sight of the glory that is
nothing that we willhave t o ¢ o me.. |t
experienced up until then that we live in a culture
will even occur to us. It that threatens to wear us
reminds me of the Bible down, as it constantly
verse which speaks abouti nsi st s,
how the former things nia.ll Even t
will be forgotten.When di dn‘t have
the Queen was standing more than an hour to get
just a few feet in front of a good glimpse of the

me , I  wasn' t Quedn,jitmid stant tp drag
about how my arm ached a little after a while. As
from holding Arthur, or  the time of her appear-

JULY/AUGUST 2006 \

—T h wait fr itj becauseoit

ance got closer though,
little annoying things
grew more and more
trivial. Holding my five
monthold, for example,
was starting to become
uncomfortable after such
a long time. However,
when | saw the Queen of
England walking through
that door, it
have mattered to me if |
had been holding him all
day.

The promise of the
Second Coming is a bea-
con of hope that burns
more brightly with each
passing year. As Chris-
tians, we live in expecta-
tion of the day when we
will see the King of all
the Earth with our own
eyes, and like the chil-
dren with their flowers,
east our drownmp atfHis r .
feet.

So |l et's
comfort as we remind
ourselves of Habakkuk
2. 3, —For The
yeofa thenappointéde | p
time, and it hasteth to-
ward the end, and shall
not lie: though it tarry,

W o

t ake

Vi

Nar -
wilbsurglyhconve git will
hot wael ayql h

Graduates of Fairwood
Bible Institute, KMW and
her husband Charles live in
Cambridge, where he
teaches classical languages
and literature at the Uni-
versity.
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@ . @ Hearken O Daughter
g

The Generational Mission
of Motherhood

By Mary Aldrich, Dublin, New Hampshire

N the story of Eliezer and  than just putting on a happy face or matter how much satisfaction | get

Rebekah, the youngwom- an —obedi ence s hfoomthik job, it is taking me away

an‘s family blessed her this frommy first priorities—husband

way: —Our si s Be#ter: Strive @0 be Besus to your and children.
the mother of thousands of ten children. | like to do a lot of different
thousands, and let thy seed possess things. lloveto cook and make fun
the gate of those that hate foods. | can do construction work
theml (Genesi s 2MorntalO Expectl motherhloas td oand enjoy interior decorating. |
imagine that Rebekah was the be hard work, exhausting, and enjoy reading, cross stitching, cro-
mother of thousands, because she rarely satisfying. cheting, and watching good mov-
was focused on teaching her chil- ies. | love rollerblading, basket-
dren not only what they needed to Sometimes we get busy with ball, rapelling, camping, horseback
know for the moment, but why l ots of things iriingl skiing, andn simmiagn 1t h

they needed to know it, and how to dle it all. There are the children, also enjoy talking on the phone for

teach their children later to follow and the pets, and the plants.long periods of time. But much of

the same idea. Here arethegmpli- Ther e s t he v ol uallthatéas tojtakeba,back dear c | a

cations of this generational principle: | decided | should teach, and theno seat at alk-so that my family
exercise routine heedto do every get s what t hey nee

Nor mal : Strive vtoer dayeThen thefe gre thel peo-Sacrificing Personal Gratification,
momo with fAgood Keodmy heartthat| wantto help and | am realizing more and more
and counsel and take meals to. Andt h at i f I truly fo

Being a good mother with don‘*t f or get t h efor sd) bammappiey and raonedsat-t h e
good children is wonderful, but holiday around the corner. And a isfied than | would have been do-
only if it comes as the byproduct of date with Dad really should get on ing anything else.
our main goal of glorifying God. If t he cal endar ...
we seek just to have good children  You get the idea. The point is Better: Know that your role is vi-
and to be perceived by others as ahat being a mother is vital to the tal, and you will be less likely to

good mother, we might actually be family, and if | am spending so gi ve up when itoés h
dabbling in idol worship instead of much time on other things that |
focusing on Him. The true goalis c an ‘ t be a mother, then no matter

to glorify God. Sometimes that how great an aspiration or good Normal: Be a great housekeeper.
means getting at the heart of a mat-deed it is, no matter how much A housekeeper
ter, and that can take more time money it brings in to the family, no make the house spotless. Some-

S
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times we can try for this with more | take what C 0 mes tonsow @orming scramblire n
than our house: it carries over to for me and deal with the situation eggs for breakfast. However, if |
our children, our husbands, andfrom the heart, | become focused am teaching my son how to do it,
everything else. Then we becomemore on the long term goal, look- then not only do we get eggs for
frustrated when ingtddowntheegenerations, and llesstwdalkdagt, but he learns a skill,
clean and tidy. It is possible, on the interruption of the moment. knows I love him, and learns what

though, to strive for excellence it means to invest
without expecting perfection. Ex- Bet t er : Be a 0 g eandlpova thénoas Chkig dopse Per- 0
pectations for perfection only haps he will do the same for his
mean that we will frequently be Being a mother can be a rela- children and grandchildren, and
disappointed and discouraged. Aimtively short term job-only 18 then I will know that my job as a
for greatness, yeard or sd-or 1t ‘can be e Xaper cntother and generation keeper has

things to be smooth all the time. mission of leaving behind a legacy not only been worth it, but glorious!
Expect interruptions and messes.o_f godly character to the genera- Mary and her husband Brandon
Plan for moments to correct bad tions that follow. In the practical [ive and work at Fairwood Bible Insti-
behavior and teach manners. Whenside of things, | will probably be tute.

X X X X X

A\

*I Our Nations’ Christian Heritage

Benjamin Frankl i nos

T the Constitutional Convention of 1787, the with the seeds of their own dissolution now no
i ssue of States’ r e pr congermxistaAnd we imve biesvedModen cont en -
tious to the point of threatening the entire process of States all round Europe, but find none of the
drafting a viable constitution for the new nation. At ~ Constitutions suitable to our circumstances.
this point the elder statesman Benjamin Franklin called In this situation of this Assembly, groping
for prayer in an appeal to Heaven for the help of God.as it were in the dark to find political truth, and
Following are his words, as he himself recorded themscarce able to distinguish it when presented to

in his own handwriting: us, how has it happened, Sir, that we have not
hitherto once thought of humbly applying to the
Mr. President: Father of lights to illuminate our understand-
The small progress we have made after 4 or ings? In the beginning of the Contest with G.
five weeks attendance & continual reasonings Britain, when we were sensible of danger we
with each other 0 our different sentiments on had daily prayer in this room for the divine pro-
almost every question, several of the last pro- tection & Our prayers, Sir, were heard, and they
ducing as many noes and ays, is methinks a were graciously answered. All of us who were
melancholy proof of the imperfection of the Hu- engaged in the struggle must have observed
man Understanding. We indeed seem to feel frequent instances of a Superintending provi-
our own want of political wisdom, some we dence in our favor. To that kind providence we
have been running about in search of it. We owe this happy opportunity of consulting in
have gone back to ancient history for models of peace on the means of establishing our future
Government , and examining the different forms national felicity. And have we now forgotten
of those Republics which having been formed that powerful friend? | have lived, Sir, a long
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time, and the longer | live, the more convinc- henceforth prayers imploring the assistance of

ing proofs | see of this truth o that God gov- Heaven, and its blessings on our deliberation,
erns in the affairs of men. And if a sparrow be held in this Assembly every morning before
cannot fall to the ground without his notice, is we proceed to business, and that one or more
it probable that an empire can rise without his of the Clergy of the City be requested to offici-
aid? We have been assured, Sir, in the sacred ate in that service 0
writings, that fAexcept the Lord build the House
they labour in vain that bui l|geréstinglp, the mbtior falkdvat tAeetime, be-
lieve thIS, and | also believe that without his cause of t he del e ga t es® in
concurring aid, we shall succeed in this politi- er format of prayer and persons to officiate. But later
cal building no better than the Builders of Babel: (on April 9, 1789) the delegates did implement
We shall be divided by our little partial local Franklin's proposal, appo.i
interest; our projects will be confounded, and ferent denominations, one to the nesigymed
we ourselves shall become a reproach and bye House and the other io the nevitymed Senate.
word QIown to future ages. And.what 'S WOrSE, And this is the practice that continues to the
mankind may hereafter from this unfortunate
instance, despair of establishing Governments present. P
by Human Wisdom and leave it to chance, war 8 Published 2002, by WallBuilders,
and conquest. www.wallbuilders.com
I therefore beg leave to move d that & Contributed by Neil R. Sandford

«—}'{—Lest We Forget

One Hundred Years Ago

The Harp of David

In the last issue we describe o r o rdeamalicsrescue from shipwreck in
June of 1906. Immediately thereafter she was thoroughly surveyed and repaired,
and in August she set sail for the Holy Land. Meanwhile, Frank Sandford ac-
companied by Frank Wakeman (Shilohds bandmas
England, in order to purchase a fultsized concert harp. The following account
tells of their rendezvous withCoronetat Gibraltar.

THE Kingdom of David was a  August 17, their hearts set on this Coronet dropped anchor within
vital reality in their hearts, new means of worship. In London, just one hour of each other, to the
and its worldwide scope, its divine after great difficulty, they found delight of passengers on both ves-
authority, and its eternal majesty what they were looking for and sels.
were still growing in Mr. Sand- embarked on a steamer with the = Moments later, at the com-
ford‘s vision. Tae wglcased, bausdeor Gibral-t nmandsofCoronet s Capt ai n T
harp was intended as a visible and tar and what they hoped would be as Moses, willing crewmen low-
musical symbol of that Kingdom, a timely rendezvous witRoronet  ered her dinghy over the side, and
established by DBwi@od—d hgoosdvepitAdAvnidenBreswnt QMt . i &
Psal mi st of | sr aexacflyl wkab hhppengd. aTheoter) with her friend Emma Murray

So the two men left Shiloh on Steamer Arabia and the Yacht joined Thomas Marshall and Mr.
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and Mrs. Willard Gleason to wel- and they were under way for the Unto Thee

come the travelers to Gibraltar and Holy Land within the hour. Will I sing with the harp,
the yacht, for the Holy Land leg of Now what? They were en O Thou Holy One of Israel.
the voyage. route to the Land in order to keep Amen.

Business affairs kept the men the Feast, and how better to do it Only Thee.

busy ashore, so Marshall took thethan by godly music and song? If Later, these words comprised
ladies back to the ship, along with the King sought worshippers in Song No. 2 inWarrior Songs
some new passengers, who had—s pi r i t and i n  hymnbodk fior The Kingdenm andH e
also made a fortunate rendezvousshould find them in His Kingdom, below them were added these
at Gibraltar. They were one Josephand these people were more tharwor ds of testi mony:
Evans of Wales, and the two Shi- happy to be counted among suchabove, devoutly sung on board the
loh evangelists who had introduced worshippers. Neither Mr. Wake- yacht, express the thought, not of
him to the Kingdom and its great man nor Mr. Sandford expected to using the instrument as a means of
love for restored Beulah. Return- arrive in Jerusalem proficient at selfamusement or entertainment,
ing ashore, Marshall finally the harp—it was a new instrument but exclusively for the ear of Jeho-
brought off the men from Shiloh, to them both-but they immediate- vah. If the music in this book be

together with the harp. Annie ly began to study it, Mr. Sandford sung _excl usi vely’
Brown captured the moment inpr of i ti ng by Mr .King/adnthroned absve,ntremdan-—
writing, as she sat oCoronet s cal training. dous results will f
deck watching the returning boat. The watchword was —Worship, I

It bore five men, their luggage, and and when it came to that, it sprang

the enormous wooden packing unbidden from his Davidic heart. Today, 100 years later, the harp

case containing the precious instru-One of the pieces he later playedis on display at Fairwood, with its
companion instrument, nesilent, but

ment . —Glory to otthemalnificent mstremewas gjj| vital symbols of godly, Kingdom
Brown, —her e c oadapted framuar simple eexetcise inworship. The harp was made by
Most noticeable thing is the hasp  the key of C. To it he set the words Erﬁ“g’n g”cjj . bearﬁl Othe 6'39936”%' 5
Gl ory to God! Il , I oftheBsalmigtust 3: 00 p. m. ‘ ' '
Fifty Years Ago

The Best Life

by Vida A. Gates

A timely message to young people, just as true today as it was a half century ago.

have a yearning that the young lay up for the future, to be certain others come to Christ. That is

people shall sense the desirabil- of security in time of sickness or where the true riches will be found
ity, the satisfaction, the greatness declining years. But what of the and absolute security for the fu-
of living their lives for God. There wor ds of t he Ma duree That is-whad will ma&et youu p
is no place where a person can findfor yourselves treasure upon theready to be on the welcoming com-
sweeter, richer joy thaninserving ear t h... but | ay unftee fatoHis reyun lamdshave the s
others and at the same time servingt r easur e i n He avmivldge of sitting beside Him as
the Master, even though his deeds Oh, if you young people can overcomers on His throne. p
may never be known. only get a glimpse of the unspeak- Mrs. Gates passed away in 1984,

The worl d i s —ablejoydof laingdyoucal bncthe - and she certainly lived her teaching.
l'ating, I and t healtar of saurdice dof Got!Hlkat is ggé}ge'{ﬁe infrTohng ggngggiugﬁstt,he
to | ook out f or whatwil torin@ the thoilinoé seding t1$56, p. 128.
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Twice -told (Bible) Tales

As we noted last issue, this new department focuses on a ma-
jor element of Scripture, its storie® historical events recounted in
more or |l ess detail. Someti mes t
sometimes there are gaps. What would it be like to try filling the
gaps? By retelling these stories with the rule that they must in-
clude everything the Bible includes, but adding anything more
that occurs to your own imagination, you might come up with true
drama.

When students of Fairwood Bible Institute were assigned to
write such stories during the past school year, the results were so
good we decided to share some of them with our readers.

nThisol s Jos hu

fJoshua fought the battle of Jericho,bbut \

by Bethany Jones, Class of 2006

—ARE THEY STILL OUT 't wouldn't bei rsopebacde!illf t he
there? Wal ki n ghaﬁj st ke%trt;ne;y Ifiaily rou- But instead, Barak un

, tine. That was getting laugh- Ieashed another barrage of
My reverie Yvas broken_by ablsﬁ wh arqtr]?y up]tg irritating pra
Barak's voice, L,‘gj g‘ r tdh rerk Knowt hi ab
from the wall to glance back now: °© Yo 8is nawt anyghing abiue

into the shadows ritual to ar outsheeltrhepllranGd?dI'?Ienc
_Of c o. Ur s el Ree Ilng, \Horrlsome teeth, the grit grinding, | let

hear t hem?l | voc }9/ s S glng MY aé the comment pas®Pid eve-

. reayex au patlence ryone know ab t R e

e beck 0y v o Zgat ak ! Shu timoeme? And now her
yond the wall, obscured by you ‘. re going toazyantas ofgkeepiny wour
billows of dust stirred up by hands like an old woman, go family under Iocl_< and key_ln
more than a million feet. to your mo t h e rhéershonteo wudi@ousa Bid

—How long ar 0 it th re Those dogs out she really believe that hiding
ing to keep t h erg ar& é/xact gu?,t OHt’P \p her home would save her?
Bar ak® s voicethgr%'ga ukno —Everyone k n§ws S
easy Unsur e . Ma yq-I t €s foes i&?ﬁsg thad them in her house elev-
their fifth time around now? walls 'have W|t o6d? Now  en ni ghts ago Don

" getoutofhereandleaveme t hi nk she knowld wha
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ing to happen? And why is -existent, and even the usu- —Ar e you of f for

she so paranoid about keep- ally packed market was ni ght 2|

ing all of you barred in the practically desertedls eve- —No, just figlr sev

house?l Whi r | iryomge,on the wslls orohdle hours. Then | have to head

towards him and grabbed ing? | thought. Shaking my back and take the patrol

him around the throat. Rage, head | picked up a handful again. Boring is all | can

frustration, and confusion all  of figs and started sampling say; all those Hebrews ever

boiled within me, and it all as | kept walking. do is march, march, march!

came out at the pathetic fig- —Far an! Far amt last they decided to

ure of Barak now scrabbling | grinned, my mouth full  break up the monotony to-

about against the brick wall. of figs, as | recognized day. They must be closing in

Baring my teeth, | shook Nabal running towards me. on their sixth lap by now. |

him and hissed, We clasped arms strongly bet they qui't noor
—Not. Another. Word and beat each other on the | grinned and squinted

Onemore—and | ‘| | Hack&ngreegfing,uand | hasti- up at the sun. It was nearly

over the wall to those dogs! ly swallowed the sticky high noon already, and the

Do you think ymasgsesdhle wodlyday ts chelae. wa g start

one wondering whaNta‘bsal doi g u make atselfi knpwn, yet it

on? Do you t hiwhére haveu you ebeen’h £ was hardly even uncomfort-

only one questioning? But t hought for sdablee you‘d be

[ be the fiasgghedthe westtwall witut eUt say threeg o' clo

your tongue if you even me . Il Nabal nabhbheadr at Hdatg" sana KLi gni f |

breathe my si st er ‘spoke araunteit, spitting out for them, some sort of sacri-

again! Now get out of here! the stem. fice or somet hifyng. I |

Go drown vyourself in the —No , Jeshu wmyshand aml eheld it out.

tavern like everyone else, or about it. He was convinced Nabal did likewise and [a

go offer another silly goatat we * d get i ntogmabbed r onuibn ee. —Wh o e

t he shrine. Mizag the last tirheadnd With | oses takes t h§ ot he

give you some courage and those crazy Hebrews out watch and polishes the ar-

good sense. |l Shakengwéelilm wemocro.ul RDiend It ? lh ale> nodde

again | shoved him away
and Barak went stumbling
towards the stairs, choking,
wheezing and massaging his
bruised throat.

Taking one more look at
the encircling enemy, |
shouldered my spear,
checked my sword and left
as my relief came up to take
over the watch. Muttering, |
walked off toward my sis-
ter‘s house o
of the city. Jericho was filled
with an oppressive air, a cer-
tain fearful expectation of
the unknown. People were
out and about, but the gen-
eral gleeful hubbub was non

t hat now,
both laughed uproariously,
startling the chickens in a
courtyard and sending them
squawking around the cor-
ner. Nabal! Now here was a
good man and a steadfast
friend. We were only a year
apart in age and since we
had been toddlers we had
played together, fought each
other, stood up for each oth-

ner, and becomea syl bratla-1 h e r

ers. Our antics were well
known in the barracks, but
our uncanny ability to read
each other's
fighting ability were even
more notorious.

c o u laaghedve ? |

mihreds? I and

We
—You want t o
bat hs?ll | shoo)
‘“m heading
Rahab®s to che
see if | can convince them to
come outside f
—|I's she stil
there? And your family
too?l
—Yes, and shg
that scarlet cord hanging out
wi ndow. I
Nabal, but she sure has my
father and mot
—Wh y aren‘t
our
I |l aughed
you really think the com-
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mander would put up with t wo* s [ t u r n eadything, ettiet doora swdng

desertion to hide behind my pounded on the wooden cl osed with a X—t hun
sister‘s skirtao?2orPlods ,Ralh at bRahdb csmesd the bar into
believe in all of this. The —Rahab o p en place. | turnddtindignant.
wal |l ‘s i mpenevyvoabl e.r otAmelr ! I‘—Wh—afltaMyvimrgoests
even if they do find away and it‘s aboutwere losnas syddeunly fiomn d
in, we have one of the most something other than hide in outside the wall a loud, in-
feared armies of the land! your house!l tdrsd bldst saquradéd| frerd a
You and | probably could his eyes and sighed. | shot r am*‘ s horn. I ee
take on those sheepherders him a questioning look, and called and danced for a mo-
and refugees! I hejustshook his head at me. ment, and then a roar erupt-
—Stil |l , t hey Gdnhinh, Istarmae to doang ed all around the city. Half a

split the Red Sea and totally my fist on the door again, million voices, all raised to
decimate Egypt. You have to when | heard the bar being full volume, crying, scream-
admit there' s renovaaandtherdgor swung ing, shouting, paralyzing all

[ a habi f

usual about them.ll open. | looked downintothe of Jer i ¢ hoThss
| shrugged, not wanting green eyes of my sister, then is it! | thought and rushed

to admit that Nabal was gazed past her at the crowd- towards the door.
right, but what he was say- ed room where my parents —Far aa |l Ra h'g
ing had been nagging me all and my other four siblings screamed. She threw herself &
day. were staying. It looked like a at my feet, tripping me, and
—Look, | he wwanzone.on, — | hit the floor. Cursing, |
need to fill my belly before | —Nabal , | s h e struggted td getack up, but
go back up on the walls, me, —h ave you thénrirosilegthorror infyoze,
maybe get a bit tipsy to brother to his senses so that as tremors ran through the
make the heat of the day a he* | | st ay he rwholenhouse, lincrédsing anl
bit more bearable. After you laughed and bowed mock- strength and intensityThe
check on your sister why ingly. walls, the walls!My mind
don‘t w e go t e—NaByo,ar mg d e amas iNRRGhdos, lhen latched
Head?ll He waggll‘exde horsl v ylker o uogth ane thoughmt: Nabal. d o
brows, and I grinned. his brotherly duty and check —Nabal |l The S @ ream
—l 1 meet youw tomerha sl f a miripped ouflofi mynthroateahdr ey
—No , wai t . | off hoaget eoarihgodrurik @and  filled the house. But it was X
check in on the east wall go shout obscenities at those drowned out by the deafen- [a
anyway. [ cdoonges wiotwlh ytohie iing solinds & atteradestruc-

that far, and you can find me raised an eyebrow then tion outside. | scrambled [a
after you'r e dtonmee heyaltention maeknto toward the door, on my

l'y duty, I he m®maid i mpi shl y.hands and knees, desperate

—Ma k e sur e you —VeVvé ?Ilmy to get out, to save him.

respects to your parents and —We | | what 2?21 +F aasakned you t !

a big hearty kiss to Rahab gruffly. you understand, the walls

for mell —Have you deacied ecdo mi m g do T
—And I magdtag, orsarer you ¢goimg to n o pl ace to

pass along the stinging slap keep i gnor i ng yeled atangd,vhercoer?dyes

she* || gi ve t olgnorihg bar cguastiog |Imywide with terror and alarm.

fingers, | quickened my shouldered past into the Something heavy hit me

pace, and we finally reached main room where my father square in the back and | col-
the stairway up to the east- was sitting, bent over a man- lapsed onto the floor, primi-
ern wall. Taking them by uscript. Before | could say tive screams still erupting
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for Nabal, knowing it was
impossible, that he was sure-
ly just there, that as soon as |
opened the door he would
waltz in, laughing as always
and it‘d all
But I knew it
so. If the walls were collaps-
ing as it sounded, he would
be dead, everyone would be
dead, including us. All the
ones not killed by falling
masonry would most likely
be slaughtered by the He-
brews. We could expect no
mercy. Our only chance was
to try to escape, to fight our
way out and flee to the
mountains.

My screams died out,
until 1 was only whispering
Nabal ‘s name
again, trying to block out the
shrieks outside, the sounds
of utter ruination of the
proud city | held so dear.
Then the sounds changed,
and | blinked at the familiar
echoes of steel clashing
against metal. | bolted up-
right. Battle! Someone,
somewhere, was fighting!
pushed Rahab off me and
rose quickly, my mind now
only focused on getting
through that door. Drawing
my sword, | moved toward
it, about to take the bar from
its place, when it shattered
inward and a chunk came
flying at my head. My re-
flexes weren't
and it caught me on the tem-
ple, throwing me into utter
darkness.

When | opened my eyes,
it was dark outside and the
stars shone brightly in the
midnight sky. At first |

thought | had just had a
nightmare, that Nabal and |
were out wandering the hills
and we had just fallen
asleep, but when | moved

imye head, it ffelt ke if veak e the two men beside her.

goimgota $plit m‘half, abdel
knew it hadn"®t
Struggling up, trying not to
pass out, trying to focus my
eyes and brain, | looked
shakily around. People were
all about me, wrapped in
blankets, sleeping on the
ground. Fires burned low
here and there, and what
seemed like myriads of men
were talking low over the
flames.

Hearing footsteps ap-
proaching, | looked around

oanck saw rayrsidter aceoanpa-

nied by two men. Rahab
smiled wanly at me.

—Ah , it‘s ab
woke up! | thought you had
a harder head than that. You
mu st have got
looked dully at her, then
shorted, the most | could do

at the moment. Then |
looked at the men. One
seemed familiar, and my

fuzzy mind tried to place
him. Oh , heodos o]
spies! The other was totally
unfamiliar, and | gazed at
him, sizing him up as best as
| could. Normal, he looked
like a scruffy farmer, but
there was something tough

as gamel tiiéte aleoat dim.gBl

the way he held himself, he
would definitely be one to
look out for, no matter that
he seemed to be as old as my
father.
—Faran, I
agai n. —Al | t

Rahab

safe, the spies kept their
word. Everyone else was
killed, but our family is
safell I | 00k ed
then turned my gaze back to

—Faran, these
sedyoleas soan as yoe veoke.
up. We' ve been

you periodically throughout
the day. I't*s
quickly assured me as |
looked around for a weapon
of any kind to defend my-
sel f. —They"' v
word to let us live; you

won't be har med
—Thi s i s Sal
went on, gesturing to the spy
on her l eft . h
|l ooked at +ise ,
Joshua. l p
out time you
t en soft .| I
ne of t he

Bethany was graduated
from Fairwood Bible Institute
this past May. She is making
her home in Quarryville, Penn-
sylvania, while rpreparing for
college in the fall. Her testimo-
ny appears elsewhere in this
issue.

spoke

he f ami |

y i s
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This Book contains
The Mind of God,
The way of salvation,
The doom of sinners, and

Its doctrine is holy,
Its precepts are binding,
Its histories are true, and
Its decisions immutable.

Read it to be wise,
Believe it to be safe,
Practice it to be holy.

It contains light to direct you,
Food to support you, and
Comfort to cheer you.

Here Heaven is opened,
The gates of hell disclosed.

The happiness of believers.

Tribute to

the Bible

Christ is its subject,
Our good its design,
The glory of God its end.

It should fill the memory,
Rule the heart, and
Guide the feet.

Read it slowly,
Frequently,
Prayerfully.

It is a mine of wealth, and
A river of pleasure.

It is given to you here in this life,
Will be opened at the Judgment,
And is established forever.

t is the travel ¢r fivolvasahe highest responsibility

The pilgrimds st af yijreward the greatest labor,

The pilotds compas gndcondemns all who trife
The soldierodos [swor withiﬁﬁa red contents.
The Christianlds char r

er .
A Robert Chapman
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