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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 
 

TIMES OF RESTORATION proclaims 
the glad news that the ñrestoration of 
all thingsò promised in the books of 
Matthew and Acts is under way. We 
are now living in the climactic times 
ñwhereof God spake by the mouth of 
His holy prophets that have been from 
of oldò (Acts 3:21). The Christianity of 
the Early Church with its intense reali-
ty with God, its fervent love for Christ, 
its expectancy of His return, and its 
absolute submission to the Holy Spirit 
has been restored. The return of Je-
sus Christ is imminent, and it is our 
privilege to prepare the way of the 
Lord by practicing now the way of life 
that will prevail during the Millennium. 

This publication aims to define 
and encourage that way of life, as 
understood by the Christian move-
ment known as The Kingdom. (A 
Statement of Faith is available upon 
request.) It is a humble and holy way, 
based on practice of the whole Bible 
and an acute responsiveness to the 
leadings of the Holy Spirit. Our prayer 
is that the paper will strengthen, chal-
lenge and edify all earnest Christians. 

TIMES OF RESTORATION (ISSN 
0740-9680) is published six times a 
year by The Kingdom Christian Minis-
tries, Dublin, NH 03444. Yearly mate-
rial costs are $7.00. Donations are 
accepted, but subscriptions are free 
by writing to The Kingdom Christian 
Ministries, PO Box 445, Dublin, NH 
03444-0445. Scripture quotations are 
usually from the American Standard 
Version. 
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W 
HEN I came across this quotation, I 

thought of three men from Scripture who 

seemed to validate the statement. 

First was Gehazi, servant to Elisha the prophet in 

2 Kings 5. Elisha was almost singlehandedly ñstanding 

in the gapò spiritually for the nation of Israel. I believe 

he had a sense of being in a titanic struggle to see 

Godôs plan for His people succeed better than the ebb 

and flow of the book of Judges. Obviously Gehazi 

must have had things to recommend him as servant to 

such a man. Perhaps he had even had the spirit of 

Joshua in thirsting for God and tarrying in the place of 

His presence. By the time of this passage, though, he 

seems to have gotten tired of the austere lifestyle of his 

prophetic master and had begun hankering and lusting 

after Syrian finery. He ended up lying to Naaman and 

the prophet and lost his health to leprosy as a result. 

Sadly, he demonstrated a real Esau spiritðrejecting 

his spiritual inheritance. 

Then there was David, King of Israel. After 30 

years or more of fighting the Lordôs battles, who 

knows what weariness, pressure, and stress he was 

feeling? Perhaps he felt the need for a well-deserved 

time of rest and ease from the demands of his king-

dom, but like Cain, he found that sin was ñcouching at 

the door.ò I have been curious as to what had been go-

ing on in his heart and mind before his adulterous fail-

ure. What had been his mental reasonings and secret, 

sinful yearnings? We donôt suddenly fall off a cliff 

without first getting near the edge. How had he been 

enticed so near? 

Finally, I thought of Demas, Paulôs traveling com-

Guard Your Heart 
 

NOW and then itôs a good thing to glance inside and take count of stock. Whatôs the personal 

inventory look like? In Biblical terms, we find occasion to ñexamine ourselvesò or ñlook well 

to the state of our flocks.ò Itôs so easy to coast spiritually that we can live almost in a spiritu-

al daze, waking with a start some day to find ourselves a long way from where we thought 

we were. 

To use another picture, what is the state of our ñlampsò? Are they well-supplied with oil, 

or are they ñgoing outò? In this issue both writers look to that supply. A businessman and 

builder, faithfully pursuing the Christian life while occupied with physical and financial real-

ities, urges us to consistent virtue. A virtuous young woman makes an eloquent plea for per-

sonal truth and reality, rather than pretense, inner or outer. Both provide timely waymarks as 

the year unfolds. 
ðEditor 

 

Radical Surrender 
 

By William Abram, Orting, Washington 
 

One way to avoid the deceitfulness of sin 

ñHave you ever noticed how many 

men in the Bible failed in the second 

half of their life? 

Our enemy is so cunning that he 

will wait 40 or even 50 years 

to set a trap.ò 

ðPatrick Morley 
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panion who later forsook him, ñhaving loved this pre-

sent world.ò That seems like an awful indictment 

against one who had once run with the best, but had 

then gotten his head turned to lesser things. 

Now consider the following results of research 

conducted about the spiritual condition of men in our 

country: 

There are 98,000,000 men in America 18 years of 

age and older. 

63 million of these men make no profession of 

Christ. 

90 million men are not involved in any kind of dis-

cipleship on how to live life. (Can you imagine 

fielding a football team in which only 1 out of 12 

men knows how to play the game?) 

Up to 70 % of men seek out pornography. 

Adultery is out of control. 

As many Christians will divorce as non-Christians 

(34% according to a Barna poll). 

Four out of five students in evangelical churches 

will drop out of church by their senior year in high 

school, according to Howard Hendricks. 

Men are addicted to everything from money, to se-

cret thought lives, to the comfortable secluded envi-

ronments they work so hard to create. 

Most men will give the best years of their lives to 

ideas that never had any possibility of making them 

happy. 

Most men have ñsuccess sicknessòðthe disease of 

always wanting more and never being happy when 

they get it. 

Most men only know enough about God to be dis-

appointed in Him. 

The family is disintegrating. We have become a 

nation of spiritual widows and practical orphans. 

People are tired, restless, confused, lonely and emp-

ty. 

This is a terrible state of affairs. Is it any wonder 

that America is mired in the moral decay of divorce, 

adultery, pornography, abortion, and a hundred other 

problems? Who will turn the hearts of fathers toward 

their children? Who will teach men to love and honor 

their wives? Who will awaken people to see that com-

fort is not abundanceðthat ñbigger barnsò are not 

what we need in times like these? Who will call to a 

radical surrender to Christ? 

In reviewing the litany above, I must confess Iôm 

not immune to some of them. This almost frightens 

me, because I well know that Iôve had my own oppor-

tunities like those of Gehazi and Demas. What is going 

on here? One manôs conclusion is that the problem 

with living the ñcrucified lifeò (the hallmark of a true 

follower of Jesus) is that the flesh is always trying to 

get down off the cross. Sometimes, apparently, it 

succeeds. 

If becoming a follower of Jesus means that we 

have surrendered to Him and have yielded to His 

Lordship, is it possible to become un-surrendered 

somewhere along the way, having succumbed to the 

reasonings and thought processes of the present age? 

The Bible seems to say so. It tells of those who lose 

their souls because they ñexchange the truth of God for 

a lie,ò and make ñshipwreck concerning the faithò be-

cause they love other things besides God. Lies abound 

in our culture, and there is certainly plenty of Syrian-

like ñfineryò to distract us. The Biblical call, on the 

other hand, is to put our hand to the plow and not be 

sidetracked by lesser things. There are those who win 

their souls by their patience (Luke 21:19). 

Those who compiled the above list asked the ques-

tion, ñAre you aware that you are in a battle for your 

own soul? How has this battle been affecting you in 

the last few weeks?ò Writing just before the turn of the 

new year, Iôm a bit alarmed, not only by these statis-

tics, but by how the battle goes in my own soul. One 

of the most discouraging things my Dad ever told me 

as a boy was that this battle was going to be lifelong, 

and sure enough, he was right. So was Martin Luther, 

who said of Hebrews 3:13, ñIt is rightly called the 

ódeceitfulness of sinô because it deceives under the 

appearance of good. This phrase ódeceitfulness of sinô 

ought to be understood in a much wider sense, so that 

the term includes even oneôs own righteousness and 

wisdom. For more than anything else, oneôs own right-

eousness and wisdom deceive one and work against 

faith in Christ, since we love the flesh and the sensa-

tions of the flesh and also riches and possessions, but 

we love nothing more ardently than our own feelings, 

judgment, purpose, and will, especially when they 

seem to be good.ò Yet there is hope: I donôt know who 

The Biblical call 

is to put our hand 

to the plow and not be 

sidetracked. 
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said it first, but it isnôt how one begins the race that 

matters; itôs how one finishes. 

As ñgodly sorrow works toward repentance,ò so I 

conclude that a godly alarm should not be an end in 

itself either, but should provide a signal for adjustment 

or a call to remembrance of what I already know. 

What do I intend to do this next year in fighting the 

battle for my soul? What truths and realities will 

quicken you in your battles? Here are three thoughts 

that occurred to me: 
 

1. I remind myself that the battle has already 

been won by the Captain and Shepherd of my soul, 

Jesus Christ. It has been said that we live in ña harsh 

world, a fallen world, a mean world, one that grinds 

people up.ò Jesus offers us something a lot better, not 

only at the start of the journey but all the way along. I 

can come to Him any time along the way to have my 

bumps and scrapes attended to. ñCome unto meò is for 

the aged disciple as well as for the beginner. 
 

2. I need to spend time with God. I used to won-

der why some Christians were so careful about their 

reading material and other forms of mental intake. I 

see more clearly now how these ñevil companionsò 

can rob us of the Holy Spiritôs sensitivity. In some 

ways this seems like such a ñno braineròðI have 

heard and agreed with the need to do this all my life, 

but I find it still slips, and then I wonder why I am not 

as spiritually robust as I would like to be. I donôt know 

whether Iôll follow through with it, but Iôve considered 

committing myself to reading the Bible all the way 

through in 2005 before I do any secular reading at all. 

Immersing ourselves in the Word of God affects our 

perspective and tips the battle in our favor. Maybe our 

involvement in the Word works for us like Aaron and 

Hur holding up Mosesô arms during the battle with the 

Amalekites. 
 

3. Difficulties should be a signal to check on pri-

orities and what is really going on in my life. How are 

my attitudes being shaped by the culture around me? Is 

my marriage and family life thriving, or is it being 

cramped and crowded by misplaced priorities? Do I 

maintain a Biblical world view? 
 

This isnôt very exhaustive on what might be writ-

ten of strategies for maintaining fidelity. But Iôm en-

couraged by the example of Moses. Being intimate 

with the pomp and advantages of the Egyptian culture 

of his day, he concluded that it was all a fraud and for-

sook it. Rather than fizzling into nothingness, he chose 

the ñroyal way of the cross.ò He and the other heroes 

of faith left us a wonderful legacy of hope that we 

donôt have to be statistical ñwash-outs.ò The call is to 

be not overcome by evil but to overcome evil with 

good. 

ñBehold, I come as a thief.  Blessed is he that 

watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest he walk na-

kedò (Revelation 16:15).                                             Ö 

Father of three grown daughters and formerly a pastor 
in California, Bill works as a contractor. For some of these 
thoughts he acknowledges much help from Patrick Morleyôs 
ñMan in the Mirrorò website. 

I  
F imitation religion was only a problem in Jesusô 

day, why do we use such terms as ñplaster saint,ò 

ñgoody-goody,ò ñgoody two-shoes,ò ñsnob,ò or 

ñprigò today? Jesus had a name for it, too: hypocrisy. 

In the cosmopolitan cities of His day, ñhypocritesò 

were recognized actors who wore masks and wowed 

the crowds in outdoor amphitheaters. Perhaps if Jesus 

were having the same conversation today, Heôd say, 

ñWoe to you counterfeit Christians, just actors playing 

your part!ò And that brings it closer to home. 

No, weôre not tempted by trumpets, phylacteries, 

fringes, or chief seats. Weôd just like to avoid all the 

costly character-training we canðwhile at the same 

time sailing smoothly through life on waves of silent 

admiration. If youôve ever read ñThe Secret Life of 

Walter Mitty,ò youôll know what I mean. Our ñsecret 

livesò find us starring in our own personal movies: 

nice, clean movies in which we play the saintly heroes. 

 

 

 

On Becoming Real 
 

By Lisa A, Dublin, New Hampshire 
 

Off the plaster pedestal and onto the solid Rock 
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But there is something much more insidious than 

play-acting going on. When I was quite young, my 

mother impressed so strongly on me that my flesh has 

only short-term vision, that I had a vivid mental pic-

ture of my crafty, sneaky, doomed self-life plotting to 

lure my soul (which is immortal) into paying the price 

for its short-lived pleasures. The flesh is a master at 

self-justification. It can make a whitewash job glisten 

more brightly than polished stone. 

ñYou donôt know,ò says Jesus, ñthat you are the 

wretched one and miserable and poor and blind and 

naked.ò Painfully, we awaken to the realization that 

we are such good actors that weôve been convincing 

even ourselves that weôre genuinely saintly. Now what 

do we do? How will we ever become real? 

Jesus has the answer. ñI counsel you to buy of Me 

gold refined by fire ... white garments ... and eyesalve 

to anoint your eyes so you can see.ò If we really donôt 

see the needs in our lives, we can ask the Holy Spirit 

to ñconvict [us] of sin, righteousness, and judgment.ò 

But the Holy Spirit, gentleman as He certainly is, will 

not begin making us real until we ask Him to under-

take the project. That asking can be difficult. His help 

is so potent that our flesh will manufacture any sort of 

static necessary to keep us from connecting with Him. 

But in much the same manner as we determine to pick 

up the phone and request help from a friend, it takes 

only a moment of concentrated faith to call out to Him 

ñwho is, and is a rewarder of them that seek Him.ò 

Even when conviction comes, there is still the dan-

ger that my inner actor will turn from heroics to melo-

drama. As George MacDonald points out in The La-

dyôs Inheritance, often only our pride is hurt when we 

feel devastated by our own failure. Pride says, ñHow 

could I do such a thing?ò Truth says, ñThis is just the 

way human nature is. This is the way my human nature 

is. In fact, I can never expect anything better out of it.ò 

In The Great Divorce, C. S. Lewis paints the pic-

ture of a man who becomes prisoner to his alter ego. 

The more he listens to it, the larger it grows and the 

more he shrinks, until at last he vanishes altogether. 

Thereôs an important lesson in this: at the same time 

we recognize the inevitable wretchedness of the flesh, 

we cannot make the mistake of thinking we are inevi-

tably wretched. It is the flesh that is doomed. But I am 

a ñnew creature,ò a child of God, with the gift of free 

will. C. S. Lewisôs tragic man could have been freed 

with one word of rejection to his captor. 

Hannah Hurnard, once a prisoner to acute self-

consciousness, became through the transforming pow-

er of the Holy Spirit a triumphant and joyful mission-

ary. She warned that if we want to hear Godôs voice, 

we cannot ñindulge in daydreamsò about ourselves. 

That means no more starring in mental movies. If one 

comes on, change the channel! Hereôs where we can 

help ourselves by changing our mental diet. Too many 

screenplays and novels depict heroes and heroines as 

ñnaturally goodò and neglect to show all the blood, 

sweat, and tears that go into character development. 

For a more realistic view of life, try reading Hurnardôs 

allegory, Hindôs Feet on High Places, her biography, 

Hearing Heart, or books by other clear-eyed authors, 

such as George MacDonald, C. S. Lewis, Elizabeth 

Goudge, or Elizabeth Elliot. 

At the same time we ñapprove the things that are 

excellent,ò we have to remember that as well as the 

ñlovely and honorable,ò God wants us to think about 

things that are ñtrue.ò If we are playing to the crowd, it 

is easy to tell countless ñlittle white liesò; itôs easy to 

tell people (or myself), ñOh, I donôt mind,ò when I 

really do. While they do not have to be the deciding 

factor, emotions are facts, and they affect us. Besides, 

running on purely human motivation is dangerous, 

because sooner or later it runs outðoften with disas-

trous consequences for others involved. So itôs permis-

sible to admit to oneselfðand to Godðwhen we feel 

negative. (David sets us an excellent example in the 

Psalms). Once we get that settled, we can ask God for 

the ñnew heartòðHis heartðwhich never runs out of 

love. 

Speaking of love, thereôs something lonely about 

living on a plaster-saint pedestal. ñOh, youôre always 

good!ò an acquaintance gushed to me when I was a 

teenager. At first I was flattered, until I began to have 

the uncomfortable feeling that to her, ñnaturally goodò 

was about as strange and incomprehensible as a space 

alien. Love? There wasnôt even fellowship. 

The solution is simple. Knowing the truth about 

ourselves, we must be willing to show it to others and 

ask for their advice, prayers, and patience. Our faults 

seem much more real when other people know about 

them. More, we begin to seem much more realðand 

therefore more accessibleðto other people. When the 

risk seems too great, itôs helpful to remember the bot-

It takes 

only a moment 

of concentrated faith 

to call out to Him. 
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tom line: whatôs in the heart must come out sometime. 

Why not with trusted friends? And oh, how refreshing 

it is to be bumped off the pedestal and onto the solid 

ground of reality and unconditional love. 

If that ñholier than thouò feeling begins to come 

on, itôs helpful to cultivate a sense of appreciation for 

the strengths and virtues of othersðand to vocalize 

that appreciation in detail. Some people also keep a 

ñhall of shameò to which they can refer mentally when 

thereôs a need for a little deflation. Further, it helps to 

recognize that the temptation we scorn now will prob-

ably show up later in a more appealing costume. I re-

member once looking down on people who became 

addicted to computer games ... until I discovered a 

new and fascinating game for myself and wasted my 

own time playing it. And I honestly used to think I was 

a patient person ... until responsibility forced me into 

situations long enough to actually get bothered and 

begin yelling at people. 

Iôve also found that simple logic helps keep our 

feet on the ground. ñLet every man think of himself 

soberly, as he ought to think,ò says Paul. That means 

we need to ask ourselves, ñAm I really so saintly be-

cause I stay behind to clean up the kitchen, or don't 

beat up my siblings?ò If weôre honest, we have to an-

swer, ñNo.ò More often than not we do those things 

because we like to clean, or because weôre too lazy to 

fight. Now if I were to offer to wash the lettuce with-

out reminding anyone how much I hate doing it; if I 

were to take a sudden change of plans calmly; if I were 

to stop in the middle of a good book in order to get to 

bed on timeðthen I would be showing signs of true 

character. 

But thereôs the other ditch to watch out for, too. 

Once we get the idea that we should not honestly ac-

cept flattery, we can begin donning a ñmental rain-

coatò and just wait out the praise. But realizing that 

ñour giftsò are actually given by God for the benefit of 

others, we become aware that the oh-so-virtuous rain-

coat is actually false pride. 

Itôs a delicate balancing act! When I first learned 

how to drive, I hung so far over to the right I con-

vinced my poor mother that I was going to run into all 

the mailboxes. This made me so nervous that I devel-

oped the habit of making constant leftward corrections 

to my steering. Needless to say, my passengers were 

intensely frustrated with all that swerving! It was only 

when I fixed my eyes far ahead that I was able to drive 

smoothly and confidently. 

What it comes down to is this: while learning to be 

real, itôs essential to fix our eyes firmly on Jesus. We 

cannot permit ourselves to star in mental movies, be-

cause there is only one star of the show, and that is 

Him. He is the original, and He offers to make us like 

Himself. And He is so naturally supernatural, so beau-

tifully, unselfishly, genuinely holy that I canôt wait to 

be like Him! 

As we continue to focus on Jesus, what now mere-

ly peeks through the cracks in the crumbling plaster of 

self-life will someday shoulder its way through: the 

living, breathing, growing masterpiece of true holiness 

that God is creating of all of us. And when that hap-

pens, we will gladly do what Corrie ten Boom did: 

come out at the curtain call, accept the bouquet of 

praise ... and hand it right on up to Him.                    Ö 

An alumna of Fairwood Bible Institute, Lisa divides her 
time between working at Fairwood, caring for an elderly 
lady living near by, and sojourning in Israel for ministry 
and study. 

There is only one star 

of the show, 

and that is Him. 

 

Death is no more the king of dread, 
Since our Immanuel rose; 
He took the tyrantôs sting away, 
And spoiled our hellish foes. 
        Isaac Watts 
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IN INDONESIA, with the largest Muslim population 

in the world, the government requires all citizens to 

carry an identification card which includes their 

religion. The government promotes a belief called 

Pancasila, meaning that all may choose to follow 

Christianity, Islam, Buddhism, or Hinduism, but in 

reality, Muslims receive preferential treatment. 

Militant Islamic militia groups have killed 

thousands of Christians and destroyed hundreds of 

churches and homes, often supported by 

government troops. 

ACROSS THE INDIAN  OCEAN IN SRI LANKA , after 

facing the defeat of a proposed anti-conversion law, 

the JHU party, composed entirely of Buddhist 

monks, attempted once again to engrain Buddhism 

as the state religion and prevent the conversion of 

Buddhists in Sri Lanka. The results have been 

devastating. Consider these events from late last 

year: 

The pastor of the ñBelieversô Churchò in 

Kuliyapitiya, Sri Lanka, faced a crowd of over 

100 on the evening of December 2, 2004, 

threatening him if he does not stop holding 

worship services. Later that night, the church 

was attacked with stones. 

Sri Lankan President Kumaratunga then 

ordered police guards for all vulnerable 

churches, fearing a repeat of violent attacks 

that had occurred in December 2003. The 

president also said she would hold local police 

officers personally responsible if a church was 

attacked over this Christmas season. (Angry 

mobs, often led by Buddhist monks, have 

attacked at least 160 churches over the past 

two years.) Meanwhile, the Catholic Bishopsô 

Conference of Sri Lanka published their 

annual Christmas message. ñWe are 

celebrating Christmas at a time when respect 

for human life and dignity in our country is at 

a very low ebb. At the birth of the Divine child 

in Bethlehem, the angels sang, óGlory to God 

in the highest and peace to men of good will.ô 

Jesus came to bring us the gift of peace with 

dignity and justice. He taught us that we must 

respect one another and treat each other as 

members of one human family. In our dear 

land, we need to treat the diversity of 

languages, religions, and cultural traditions not 

as diversity factors, but as a source of richness 

and unity. Unless and until we learn to 

recognize each other with dignity and equality, 

there cannot be lasting peace in our land. If 

Christmas is to be meaningful, we shall have 

to commit ourselves to this vision.ò 

BACK IN INDONESIA, on December 12 in the city of 

Palu, two bombs exploded at the Immanuel Church, 

followed by gunfire at the Anugerah Church. A 61-

year-old security guard and two members of the 

congregation were injured. The bullet that was 

intended for the pastor missed its mark. 

 In the season where the Christian world 

remembers the coming of the Prince of Peace, many 

such areas faced a time of particular uncertainty and 

fear. (Four years ago, eleven churches in Indonesia 

had to cope with a barrage of bomb attacks in which 

nineteen believers lost their lives.) The Indonesian 

President had called for increased protection for 

churches leading up to the Christmas season this 

past year, but Paluôs police chief was dismissed for 

failure to provide the protection needed on 

December 12. 

Elsewhere in Indonesia, a small group of 

believers in the village of Bandengan, West 

Java, was refused permission to celebrate 

Christmas on December 15, despite earlier 

assurances that they would be allowed to do 

so. The day before the planned Christmas 

celebration, police informed the pastor that all 

 
Persecution of Believers and Tsunami 

in Indonesia and Sri Lanka 
 

by Lewis Hansen, Dublin, New Hampshire 



MARCH/APRIL  2005    \    TIMES OF RESTORATION  9 

regular religious services were to cease 

immediately. In recent weeks, several 

churches in West Java have been forced to 

close. 

 On December 22, Indonesian police 

pledged to provide tighter security for 

churches during Christmas and New Year 

celebrations, after one of their own was 

arrested in connection with the murder of a 

Christian village chief on the island of 

Sulawesi. Then on Christmas Eve itself in 

central Sulawesi, a pastor was riding a 

motorcycle when he was attacked by a 

machete-wielding mob. He suffered deep 

wounds to his neck and face. This attack took 

place despite 180,000 police and military 

personnel on alert to prevent a repeat of the 

violence around Christmas time seen in 

previous years. 

 

THE STORY WAS THE SAME ON SRI LANKA . On 

December 13, a hand grenade was thrown at the 

Jesus Lives Church in Orugodawatte, though there 

were no injuries. Then unknown assailants set fire 

to St. Michaelôs Catholic Church in Katuwana in 

the early hours of December 19. As Christmas Day 

drew near, along with the anniversary of the funeral 

for a prominent Buddhist leader, there were 

concerns that violence would increase. 

THEN ON DECEMBER 26, the most powerful 

earthquake recorded in 40 years occurred on the sea 

bed west of Indonesia, causing a tsunami which 

destroyed towns, tourist centers, and infrastructure 

near the coasts of western Indonesia and nearly all 

of Sri Lanka. 

 There is still need for prayer for the survivors. 

And may God bless the Christians as they live the 

Gospel during the rebuilding of their homelands. 

The book of Revelation comes to mind. Todayôs 

news looks more and more like the fulfillment of 

prophecy. Keep praying!                                      Ö 

ðSources: Wikipedia, 1/5/05, Voice of the Martyrs, 
Open Doors Compass Direct, CathNews, Associated Press, 
Agence France-Presse 

 

SRI LANKA 

I    N    D    O    N    E    S    I    A 
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SOME HIGHER WAY 
 

by Bethany Jones, Quarryville, Pennsylvania 
 

ñMy Beloved spake, and said unto me, 

Rise up, my love, my fair one, and come 

awayò (Song of Solomon 2:10). 
 

THAT VERSE has been making a very real impact on 

me for months. It first took my attention during my 

devotions last fall. Normally I donôt really enjoy read-

ing through the Song of Solomon very much, but 

something about those words spoke to my soul, and I 

knew that that was what Jesus was saying to me. It 

was only a very brief glimpse of His view of me, but it 

was for me. It was especially the last two words, 

ñcome away,ò that caught my attention. Come away 

from what? 

From what Iôve learned of romance, I understand 

the thrill that someone could get if a lover should 

secretly beckon and call her away for a rendezvous. In 

one way thatôs how this verse hits meðalways make 

time for Him during the day. Itôs a wonderful thing to 

listen for His Voice and for His footsteps and to be 

there to greet and spend time with Him. More, Iôve 

found motivation to want to do it. So ñdoing devo-

tionsò is the easy explanation that springs to mind, but 

in my life I think there may be more than that. 

A further aspect that rippled through my soul was 

the way this verse called me when I was starting to get 

frustrated, stressed, or angry. ñCome Awayò would 

pop up in my mind, and Iôd be blessedly reminded to 

leave it all behind and go meet Jesus for our 

ñrendezvous.ò It was His invitation to drop the seem-

ingly ñearth-shatteringò offense and just walk with my 

Beloved wherever He might lead. 

How it helped! It was enjoyable in a way that is 

hard to describe. His Presence is so sweet. I want to 

follow as one who goes with Him ñwhithersoever,ò 

always ready to Rise up and come away whenever my 

Beloved calls. 

Bethany is the daughter of alumni Robert and Pamela 
Jones; her two older brothers have also attended Fairwood 
Bible Institute, laying down records of integrity and 
devotion. 

 

BORN AGAIN  
 

by Zohrab Najarian, McDonough, Georgia 
 

I WAS BORN into a Christian family. As a youngster 

I had head knowledge about Christ, but I had never 

invited Him into my heart. God began calling me to 

give Him my heart, but I kept delaying the decision. I 

would tell God, ñMaybe tomorrow,ò but tomorrow 

never came. Then one day, while reading a book by 

Billy Graham, I found the story of how God called 

someone to give Him his heart, but the man kept de-

laying it, like me. Finally God let him know that this 

was the last time He was going to call him. Then he 

acted, and gave his heart to God. 

After reading this passage, I failed to follow that 

example. Again I said, ñTomorrow.ò From that time 

 

Six Stedfast Servants 
 

The Second Year Students 
 

Last issue we introduced the six first year men at Fairwood Bible Institute; now 

itôs our privilege to hear from some upperclassmen. 

People sometimes wonder if investing the time, talent, and finances to operate a 

training program for so few young people is worth it. What are the returns? Well, 

wonder no longer. The following testimonies, though couched in disarmingly simple 

language, are witness to the direct and deep work of God. These are the kind of 

ñreturnsò that last for eternity. 

Letôs keep these young people in our prayers! 
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on I no longer heard God calling me, and soon found 

myself in deep depression. I could not function nor-

mally, and had to be hospitalized. Placed on medica-

tion, I soon returned to normal, but I had the feeling I 

had ñmissed the boat.ò I thought God would never call 

me again, and I felt I knew clearly that I was bound for 

hell. 

Because of this depression I didnôt do well in 

college and graduated without having learned much. 

Soon I was looking for a job and took one that I knew 

wasnôt Godôs highest will for me. But I had to resign 

after six months because I could not perform. I had no 

purpose in life, no sense of direction, no motivation. I 

had rejected God, and what I had in His place was not 

a good substitute. 

Hired again, I fell deeper into depression until I 

was fired. Again I was cast into a hopeless situation. I 

would stand in my room for hours, not doing anything 

but standing still. I could not read or do anything pro-

ductive, because I had no peace. 

Then my friend Dennis Pass suggested that I at-

tend Fairwood Bible Institute. At first I hesitated, but 

agreed to try it and found that in Bible School my 

spiritual life started to revive. And at last, after ten 

years of silence, I heard God renew His invitation! On 

October 26, 2003, I responded immediately, and ever 

since I have been a ñnew creatureò in Him! All my 

problems have not disappeared, but I have peace, 

motivation, and a sense of direction in life. I can read 

books, I can listen to music, and I can enjoy doing 

what other people enjoy quite normally. Praise be to 

God! 

Zohrab is the second son of Vazken and Anahit Najari-
an; he and his family moved to Georgia from Armenia when 
Zohrab was 10 years old. 

 
 

TWO LIFE-LESSONS 
 

by Sarah Adams, McDonough, Georgia 
 

WHILE STUDYING the Word of God this year, Iôve 

learned that we as Christians shouldnôt be surprised 

when things are hard. In fact, we are destined for af-

flictions (1 Thessalonians 3:3)! Even Christ Himself 

had to suffer to learn obedience. Iôm trusting the Holy 

Spirit to help me learn how to accept the things that 

hurt or throw me for a loop and to ñcount it all joy.ò 

Another thing made real to me is the fact that there 

are many promises in the Bible, but God wants us to 

ñmix them with faithò in order to make them active 

and explosive for us as individuals (Hebrews 4:2). A 

good example of this is when we ask the blessing on 

our food at every meal, even though God has already 

promised to bless it. I want it to be a regular habit in 

my life to ask God to do things that Heôs already told 

us He will do, and then to believe that He will ! 

The fourth of her sisters to attend Fairwood, Sarah is 
the daughter of two more alumni, Robert and Sue Adams. 
Bob is pastor at Open Door Chapel. 

 
 

ñIN TUNEò WITH GOD 
 

by Kimberly Murray, Dublin, New Hampshire 

 

RECENTLY the importance of being spiritually ñin 

tuneò has been made real to me. Toward the beginning 

of the year, there were three services within the space 

of a week that made this emphatic. 

The first was the watch-night service at Fairwood 

where the message was, ñAlways Alive in 2005.ò 

Being really ñaliveò became very attractive to me. God 

had helped me during the Christmas break just before 

this, so that I didnôt feel in deep need. Yet I also knew 

that the new year would include the second semester 

of my second year at Bible School, as well as includ-

ing the start of my final year here. I found a serious 

desire to have this phrase made real in my life and 

become part of my outlook for the whole year. It was 

wonderful to have such a message like that for the 

days ahead. 

The speaker applied the idea in various ways, 

including being alive to God in our walk or relation-

ship with Him, having His Word become more alive to 

us, and having what Jesus called ñabundantò life (John 

10:10). 

The second service was a morning chapel service a 

few days later. The speaker exhorted us to be spiritual-

ly ñAwake.ò The text was from Romans 13:11 and 12, 

telling us that the night is almost over and the day is 

nearly here, so do not be caught in the night, but put 

on the Armor of Light. 

And the third was from another chapel service in 

which the speaker challenged us for the next semester 

to have ñMore of Jesusò in our lives. He brought out 

the fact that the Holy Spirit will reveal Jesus to us, and 

all we have to do is ask Him. We were also exhorted to 

ñpress onò (as well as simply asking and trusting) in 

our desire to know more of Jesus, because it takes 

effort on our part. 

These three phrases have helped to put the desire 

within me to be ñin tuneò spiritually to what God is 

doing and desiring to do in my life. Iôm thankful for 

the opportunity I have to be at Bible School now 

where I can have more of Jesus and learn what it 

means to be alive to God and awake spiritually. 

The third daughter and fourth sibling from her family to 
attend Fairwood, Kimberly is the daughter of two more 
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alumni, Timothy and Sharon Murray. 

WORTHY OF HIM 
 

by Name Withheld, Hobart, New York 
 

I NOTICED a verse not long ago that sums up what I 

want to be happening in my life during my time at 

Fairwood: ñSo that you may walk in a manner worthy 

of the Lord, to please Him in all respectsò (Colossians 

1:10). Although much of my time this year has not 

been full of breathtaking insights about God or major 

shifts in my spiritual life, it has been a satisfying time 

of making quiet choices for Jesus, and saying yes to 

Him. During the past few months Iôve been blessed 

with old truths that have been made alive to me. 

For example, Iôve been freshly impressed with 

Jesusô incarnation. He knew exactly for what purpose 

He was coming to Earth. It was no mistake and no 

accident; it was part of a plan in place ever since the 

Fall of Man to reconcile us to God. I was also struck 

by the fact that because Jesus did come to earth, He is 

the ideal High Priest for us. Because He experienced 

exactly what we experience, He is the perfect one to 

make intercession to the Father for us. 

I was also blessed during our study of Personal 

Evangelism. Even though I may not be called to be a 

fiery evangelist, I found courage to believe that I can 

still radiate Jesus to others in my daily life. I can draw 

people to Him just by being led by the Holy Spirit and 

letting God know that Iôm available to share His Good 

News. 

Name Withheld is the oldest of seven (soon to be eight), 
the daughter of David and Linda , who are devoted former 
staff members at Fairwood. 

 
 

WHAT A FRIEND!  
 

by Sara Littlefield, North Scituate, Rhode Island 
 

THIS YEAR of Bible School has brought a lot that 

last year didnôt hold. God used the graduation of An-

drew Murray (a recent alumnus who passed away last 

fall) and another friend of mine, James Gould, to help 

me grow. But even before that, He had begun prepar-

ing my heart. 

During the September Feast, I began to feel very 

alone. Even though I was surrounded by people, there 

was an emptiness and loneliness inside. One day I 

went into my room, sat on my bed, and just started 

talking to Jesus. I told Him all my cares. I told Him 

what I thought about this and that. And you know 

what? I realized He was the only friend I truly needed. 

I realized Heôd been waiting for me to spend more 

time with Him and talk with Him. Here Iôd been turn-

ing to everyone else, even though He cared more than 

anyone. This was a true lesson to me, and itôs what 

helped me get through the hard times to come. 

When the news came about Andrew, and later 

about James, it was Jesus who helped me through the 

hurt and pain. I could feel Him there with me. He 

didnôt let me feel any more than I could handle. He 

cried with me when I cried. He understood what I was 

feeling even when I couldnôt. He patiently listened 

when I tried to make sense of it all. He was there every 

step of the way, and He is still there, walking right 

beside me. What more could I ever ask for in a friend? 

Daughter of alumni James and Laurie Littlefield, Sara 

Back: Zohrab Najarian 

Left to right: 

Name Withheld, 

Bethany Jones, 

Kimberly Murray 

Sara Littlefield 

Sarah Adams 
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T 
WO significant tragedies have struck our fami-

ly just in the past year. Within the space of six 

weeks we lost a grandson, Seth, (stillborn) and 

an only son, Andrew (age 22). Both events were sud-

den, shocking, and completely unforeseen. In His infi-

nite wisdom and unfailing kindness, the Father has 

enrolled us in a graduate school of grief and anguish. 

Through it all we began to see the hand of God in 

many remarkable ways demonstrating the truth of 

Psalm 94:19, ñWhen my anxious thoughts multiply 

within me, thy consolations delight my soul.ò 

In spite of the suffocating pain, the consolations 

of God are proving to be manifold and substantial. 

They have appeared in the form of Scripture verses, 

dreams, visions, quotations, visits of friends, cards, 

written tributes, emails, and answered prayers. Early 

on in the grieving God gave me Psalm 88:20ï21, 

ñYou who have shown me great and severe troubles, 

shall revive me again, and bring me up again from the 

depths of the earth. You shall increase my greatness, 

and comfort me on every side.ò 

From the day of Andrewôs departure we sensed a 

divine call, authorizing him to take up a new assign-

ment for God. The sense of mission and calling was 

pervasive and almost palpable. Although it increased 

our sensitivity to the reality of the heavenly realm, it 

also opened a floodgate of questions. Among them 

were the following: 

How can one who loved his family and his fiancée 

so wholeheartedly on earth do any less in Heaven? 

After all isnôt love perfected in Heaven? And if 

perfected, would it not find expression in recog-

nizable ways?  

Does Andrew have any idea of how much pain his 

departure has caused, and if so is he attempting to 

comfort us in any way? 

Is he trying to communicate with us, and if not why 

not? 

What do people in Heaven know about earthôs 

events? 

If Andrew is on an assignment from God, what 

form could it possibly take? 

Does Andrew miss us? 

How is he feeling about leaving us so suddenly 

without a chance to say goodbye or have any fur-

ther communication to assure us that all is well? Is 

he grieved by this? And if so how is he being com-

forted? 

Eager for answers I began pursuing books I had 

read or heard about. Among them were A Grief Ob-

served by C. S. Lewis, Heaven Your Real Home by 

 

The following account is offered in these pages because no family is 

exempt from the pain of losing loved ones at one time or another. While 

no oneôs pilgrimage through the dark valley of grief is exactly matched 

by anotherôs, there are some things to be gained in hearing fellow travel-

ers tell their stories. There are no grief experts, but we hope this digest 

of an unfinished journey will shed some light in the darkness for all 

those who have been called to walk this path. It is in that spirit that we 

share this account. 

 

A Grief SharedA Grief Shared  
 

by David H. Murray, Dublin, New Hampshire 
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Joni Tada, Intra Muros by Rebecca Springer and sev-

eral others. In many instances these books provided 

rare and inspiring insights and bursts of encourage-

ment like this selection from an anonymous source: 

 

  When the powers of hell prevail 

  Oôer our weakness and unfitness, 

  Could we lift the fleshly veil, 

  Could we for a moment witness 

  Those unnumbered hosts that stand 

  Calm and bright on either hand; 

  Oh, what joyful hope would cheer, 

  Oh, what faith serene would guide us! 

  Great may be the danger near, 

  Greater are the friends beside us. 

 

Another gem were these words by H. E. Manning: 
 

ñLet us, then, learn that we can never be 

lonely or forsaken in this life. Shall they 

forget us because they are ómade perfectô? 

Shall they love us the less because they 

now have power to love us more? If we 

forget them not, shall they not remember 

us with God? No trial, then, can isolate us, 

no sorrow can cut us off from the Com-

munion of Saints. Kneel down, and you are 

with them; lift up your eyes, and the heav-

enly world, high above all perturbation, 

hangs serenely overhead; only a thin veil, it 

may be, floats between. All of whom we 

loved, and all who loved us, whom we still 

love no less, while they love us yet more, 

are ever near, because ever in His presence 

in whom we live and dwell.ò 
 

T hese quotations were all well and good, but I was 

nagged with doubts. How could I be sure that they 

were true? It seemed to me that many of them were 

speculative and inferential. Were they truly scriptural? 

Was the veil really that thin? Was this conception of 

the Communion of Saints a strong enough notion to 

hang our hopes on? Such questions kept plaguing me, 

so I began to look up everything in the Bible about 

death, Heaven, and the next life in order to assure my-

self that the things that were comforting me were real-

ly true. What follows are some of the Scriptures I 

looked at along with some thoughts that I secured 

from them. 

 

ALL  THREE  SYNOPTIC GOSPELS contain the account 

of Jesusô transfiguration on a high mountain. We are 

plainly told that Moses and Elijah appeared and talked 

with Jesus. Whatôs more, Luke tells us that they were 

discussing an event about to take place in Jerusalem. 

This information suggests that these two men, now 

residents of Heaven, were aware of earthly events and 

were allowed to play a role in them. Whether they 

acted as comforters or supporters or advisors we are 

not told. What is certain is that they had a role to play 

in promoting the plan of God on earth.  

Of course this passage does not tell us if this kind 

of activity is common among those who have died in 

Christ. How do we know with any assurance that Mo-

ses and Elijah were provided a unique opportunity, 

not open to other citizens of Heaven? Is there a record 

of others who died and yet were conscious of and par-

ticipating in earthly events? Indeed there are several. 

 

 

AMONG  THEM  IS THE  ACCOUNT  of the rich man and 

Lazarus, who found his way to a location called 

ñAbrahamôs bosom.ò The theologians will tell you 

that Abrahamôs bosom was a place of felicity for Old 

Testament saints who died before Jesus came. After 

His resurrection, the location was supposedly changed 

to a place called Paradise or Heaven. 

Be that as it may, the story communicates several 

things clearly, no matter what the present location of 

the holy dead may be. In the first place the rich man 

was aware of and concerned for the spiritual welfare 

of his own family. In the story he begged that Lazarus 

be given permission to talk to his brothers. Even 

though the request was denied, it still shows that at-

tempts may be made by the holy dead to minister to 

their families or other needy ones. Dare we believe 

that all these requests are denied? At least Moses and 

Elijah were permitted to go and talk to Jesus about 

His doings. Would it be unthinkable that they were 

also aware of and concerned for the welfare of Peter 

and James and John only a few feet away? 

This account also reveals a number of other truths 

about the next life. It says that Lazarus was escorted 

by the angels. His departure was not a lonely frightful 

affair. When angels are assigned to escort an over-

comer to the place prepared for him, could it be any-

thing less than splendid? Could any angel fail to offer 

a glorious entry to the heavenly abode? We are then 

told that Lazarus found comfort in Abrahamôs bosom. 

No longer was he subject to ill health and the stigma 

and embarrassment of not being able to provide for 

himself. He had been denied most of the good things 

of earth, but now that condition was being remedied. 

Think how much greater the reward for those who 

have willingly suffered the loss of all things that they 

may gain Christ. 
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ANOTHER  ACCOUNT  OF THE  HOLY  DEAD is seen in 

Revelation 6:9ï11, where we are given a glimpse of a 

company of Christian martyrs, said to reside ñunder 

the altar.ò A number of things are revealed about their 

condition. First of all they were allowed to ask God 

questions. Some people say that they would certainly 

like to ask God some questions when they get to 

Heaven. Often such an attitude is frowned upon by 

others as unspiritual or based on ignorance. The spir-

itual ones tell us that once we get there our questions 

wonôt seem very important. 

Not so in the case of this group. They had a spe-

cific question about what was transpiring on earth, 

which showed that they were aware of the passage of 

time as well as other conditions down here. They 

were also aware of Godôs agenda for the living and 

were informed that more time was needed for their 

earthly companions to play out their individual roles. 

Itôs comforting to think that our brothers and sisters 

who have died in Christ are aware of our spiritual 

struggles and are keeping some kind of watch over 

our welfare and the events we are facing. The passage 

also suggests that these folks were in a state of rest, 

despite not having seen the end they knew was coming. 

A final point about these people is that their con-

dition seemed to be improving after having been in 

Heaven for who knows how long. The Bible says that 

after they had been there awhile, they were given a 

white robe and told to rest a little longer. To me this 

suggests spiritual improvement. Their state was not 

spiritually stagnant. 

 

 

THE THEME  IS FURTHER  DEVELOPED  in chapter sev-

en where another company of overcomers is de-

scribed. These folks had come out of the great tribula-

tion and were now ñstanding before the throne, and 

before the Lamb.ò Consider their state: 

 

They were actively and vocally (ñcrying out with a 

loud voiceò) engaged in praising God. 

They were close to God and His throne. 

They serve Him day and night in His temple. 

God dwells among them. 

They are not subject to heat or cold or similar miseries. 

They are afforded guidance to ever-increasing 

states of pleasure (verse 17). 

No longer are they subject to negative emotions of 

fear and doubt and guilt and sadness. 

They do not hunger or thirst any more, even though 

they are capable of eating and drinking with pleas-

ure (see Luke 22:30). 

O ne of the most inspiring and consistent 

themes of the next life is the sense of mission and ac-

complishment that permeates Heaven. Jesus told the 

Twelve that in the regeneration they would sit on 

twelve thrones and exercise authority over the twelve 

tribes of Israel. This thought of increased responsibil-

ity and activity is by no means confined to the disci-

ples. It is expanded in Matthew 25 where Jesus ex-

plains that those who were faithful in a little on earth 

will receive an enlarged field of usefulness and re-

sponsibility in the next life. Again in the 23rd chapter 

Jesus enlarges on this theme by telling James and 

John that He canôt reserve seats of power in the new 

administration without the Fatherôs selection. These 

spots, He says, have been specifically prepared for 

certain persons. We encounter something similar in 

Revelation 14 where we see a victorious group sing-

ing a song that no other man could learn. These folks 

had a special and distinct destiny that identified them 

as the ñfirst fruits to God and to the Lamb.ò Since 

they also ñfollow the Lamb wherever He goes,ò it 

would be logical to conclude that they are with the 

Lamb when He appears on the White Horse with the 

armies of Heaven, on their way to Armageddon 

(chapter 19). 

 

A  few other Scriptures that give hints of the 

life to come are as follows: 

 

Matthew 5:19 tells us that there are degrees of 

greatness in the Kingdom of Heaven. We will not 

be mere clones of each other, but each will display 

a unique glory as we reflect various facets of Christ 

within. 

Matthew 8:11 shows that our identities as unique 

individuals on earth will be maintained in Heaven. 

We will still be social creatures and enjoy banquet-

ing together. 

Revelation 14:13 suggests that those who die ñin 

the Lordò have works that follow them, even 

though they themselves are resting from their la-

bors. It is comforting to know that our loved ones 

in Heaven can take delight in watching earthly 

events unfold that were set in motion by their own 

efforts while here. 

Revelation 19:14 talks about the armies of saints 

following Jesus from Heaven to earth to complete 

some unfinished business that can no longer be 

overlooked. Dare we conclude that this is the only 

event in which our departed loved ones can run 

earthly errands? 
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Luke 23:43 assures us that our loved ones who die 

in the Lord will not have to wait for a long time 

after death before they are with Jesus. The thief on 

the cross was told it would happen ñtoday.ò 

John 17:24 explains how much Jesus desires to 

have us with Him so we can see His glory. Jesusô 

desires will be realized because we will be provid-

ed with adequate faculties with which to see Him 

as He really is. 

 

SUCH SCRIPTURES AS THESE have been a source of 

personal consolation through these dark days. In spite 

of their beauty and truthfulness, it has also been true 

that the pain of losing loved ones has been so great 

that sometimes the scriptural realities seem to have 

little power to reduce our agony of soul. Just because 

we know these things does not exempt us from pain. 

The bereaved must not expect that by running to the 

Bible they will avoid the grief of loss that is our com-

mon fate. Donôt think it strange or unusual if you or 

your friends take many months to arrive at the place 

where the true comfort of the Scriptures can be fully 

realized. 

 

 

T he journey to healing can be long and arduous, 

but the fires of sorrow will not be thwarted in their 

purification. We shall come forth as gold, and we 

shall shine like the stars forever. We will find the 

ñbetter resurrection,ò so graphically portrayed by 

Christina Rossetti below. 

I have no wit, no words, no tears;  
My heart within me like a stone  
Is numbed too much for hopes or fears;  
Look right, look left, I dwell alone;  
I lift mine eyes, but dimmed with grief  
No everlasting hills I see;  
My life is in the falling leaf:  
O Jesus, quicken me.  
 
   My life is like a faded leaf,  
   My harvest dwindled to a husk;  
   Truly my life is void and brief  
   And tedious in the barren dusk;  
   My life is like a frozen thing,  
   No bud nor greenness can I see:  
   Yet rise it shall ñthe sap of spring;  
   O Jesus, rise in me.  
 
      My life is like a broken bowl,  
      A broken bowl that cannot hold  
      One drop of water for my soul  
      Or cordial in the searching cold.  
      Cast in the fire the perished thing,  
      Melt and remold it, till it be  
      A royal cup for Him my King:  
      O Jesus, drink of me.  
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A 
 LOT of us go through our 

days feeling as if we don't 

have enough time to do 

everything we need to do. For me 

that situation is compounded by 

the fact that Iôm not particularly 

efficient. I flit from one ñmustò to 

another, attempting to conquer a 

world which so far has proved that 

it can only be conquered by more 

concentration and drive than Iôll 

ever possess. 

Though Iôll never win an effi-

ciency contest in the outward 

world, I have been helped in recent 

months to work on the inner 

worldðin my mind and spirit. Iôve 

become aware of places where I 

can waste time and energy in my 

attitude. 

I first noted this concept one 

day when I was upset with my hus-

band over something he had said 

or done. I have no idea now what 

had upset me, but as I was busily 

being hurt or angry I suddenly re-

alized what a waste of time it was. 

I knew Tim loved me and I knew 

we would work things out if we 

needed to. Why then waste all 

those minutes (or hours) being up-

set about something that was going 

to end up fine? 

Since that day Iôve noticed 

other places where itôs easy to 

waste time. The principle of 

ñredeeming the timeò comes from 

Ephesians 5:15: ñLook therefore 

carefully how you walk, not as 

unwise but as wise; redeeming the 

time, because the days are evil.ò 

We could also say, ñbecause the 

days are short.ò For even if the 

Lord doesnôt come back within the 

next year or so, our life, our 

chance to work with God is short 

enough. Thereôs lots to be done for 

God on this earth, and I donôt want 

to be wasting valuable time that I 

could be using for Him. Iôd rather 

be busy believing than fretting. Iôd 

rather be sending out ñliving wa-

terò than be stalled on my way to 

the River. For we certainly can be 

knocked out of the fight when 

weôre indulging in a wrong attitude. 

A story comes to mind from 

many years ago when I nearly was 

knocked out of the fight. I had just 

sat down for the morning prayer 

service when someone came in and 

stopped to speak to me about 

something they thought I had done 

wrong. I not only didnôt agree with 

them that it was wrong, I had the 

feeling they had pointed it out only 

because they didnôt like me. And 

so I sat there steaming. When the 

leader of the meeting presented us 

with a serious prayer request, I 

realized there was no way I could 

pray with my attitude in such a 

condition. But then a transfor-

mation took place. I thought some-

thing like this, ñIf they were right, 

I can accept that; if they were 

wrong thatôs between them and 

God,ò and miracle of miracles, I 

was actually able to drop it. Short-

ly thereafter I began to pray and 

experienced the not-very-common 

feeling that the Holy Spirit was 

praying through me. Iôve always 

taken that as His seal that that was 

the right way to deal with that situ-

ation. 

Enough about hurt and anger. 

Hereôs another time waster: how 

about when we donôt like some-

one? One time when I had just not-

ed to myself that I didnôt like a 

certain person (and isnôt it silly 

how deciding such a thing can 

make us feel slightly superior?), I 

quickly followed it with this 

thought; ñIn Heaven heôs going to 

be my good buddy.ò Well, then, if 

Iôm going to like someone in 

Heaven, it certainly is a waste of 

time not to be liking him here. I 

might as well be going in the right 

direction now and not have to do 

an about face when I get to Heav-

en. Much more efficient. Also, 

thereôs the fact that God has a really 

big thing about loving people! 

Judging people is another time 

waster, because we can never 

know all the reasons why people 

act the way they do. Besides, 

ñfixing peopleò is Godôs domain 

 

 

Time and Energy 
 

by Sharon J. Murray, Dublin, New Hampshire 
 

Life lessons from community living  
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not ours. I remember one time 

when I thought God surely would 

be concerned that some of His 

children werenôt acting like Chris-

tians. I took it upon myself to dis-

cuss the situation with Him. I got 

down on my knees and proceeded 

to tell Him, ñThey do this.ò I 

seemed to get a simple message 

back from Him, ñI know.ò ñAnd 

they do that,ò I continued. ñI 

know,ò came back again. ñAnd 

theyðò I tried again. ñI know.ò 

ñAnd I forgive them,ò I finished to 

my surprise. What else could I do? 

It just wasnôt my domain. As Paul 

puts it in Romans 14:4, ñWho art 

thou that judgest the servant of 

another? to his own lord he 

standeth or falleth. Yea, he shall be 

made to stand; for the Lord hath 

power to make him stand.ò 

Even thinking negative 

thoughts about a brother or sister is 

a waste of time. Same two reasons: 

we donôt know the whole story, 

and they are Godôs responsibility.  

Saying negative things about 

someone is even worse. Then 

weôre not only wasting our own 

time, but weôre making whoever 

weôre talking to waste their time, 

too. Besides, the Bible says to 

build each other up. Itôs very easy 

to tear a person downðeveryone 

is ñtear-downableò if we try hard 

enough. But everyone is ñbuild-

upableò too, so we might as well 

use our talents in a positive way. 

We can be like Nebuchadnezzar or 

we can follow the example of the 

worthy woman in Proverbs 31. Of 

King Nebuchadnezzar we read, 

ñWhom he would he slew, and 

whom he would he kept alive.ò We 

can do the same thing with our 

wordsðwe can decide whose re-

pute lives and whose dies. Or we 

can operate as the worthy woman 

who had ñthe law of kindnessò on 

her tongue. It generally wonôt hurt 

us to be gracious in our bearing 

toward others. 

God had good reasons for 

making us all different. We recog-

nize the value of having all kinds 

of people in the world, because 

weôre all good for different things, 

but the downside is that we some-

times bother each other! We wish 

people agreed with our way of do-

ing things. We prefer the comfort 

of people who think as we think. 

But since we know God did it 

right, we waste less time if we ac-

cept the fact that people are going 

to think and act differently from 

us, and make the best of it. ñWe 

have this treasure in earthen ves-

sels,ò and so does everyone else. 

ñClay pots,ò one rendition has it, 

and those pots are going to bump 

into each other. Itôs a good plan 

God had, and the bumping will do 

us good if we are helped to take 

the right attitude. 

And if we think God got it 

wrong, in this or in anything else, 

then that is the biggest waste of 

time yet! Itôs not only right to take 

a good attitude toward what God 

has done, itôs smart. Because He 

sees a lot more than we do! Hard 

things, wrong things, strange 

thingsðall are useable by God for 

our good and for the right end to 

the story. 

Speaking of the right end to 

the story, itôs a waste of time to 

fret too much over any of the aw-

ful situations in the world. Itôs 

right to be concerned enough to 

pray. Itôs right to use our faith to 

make things bend to the will of 

God, but we mustnôt lose sight of 

the fact that we know God is going 

to win. Jesus ñshall see of the trav-

ail of His soul and be satisfied,ò 

and all His enemies are going to be 

put under His feet. There is only 

one King of kings and Lord of 

lords, and someday there will be 

nobody and nothing around that 

refutes that. 

I think sometimes itôs easier to 

believe that God can take care of 

the worldôs problems than that He 

will take care of ours. But when 

we are in our right minds we see 

how faithful, how good, how gra-

cious He has proved in our person-

al affairs. So of course it would be 

a waste of time to doubt that He 

will continue to take care of us and 

our needs in the best possible way. 

Iôm sure there are many more 

ways to waste our time, but Iôll end 

with a little one that I learned from 

Charlie Brown of Peanuts fame. 

As he sat at his Baseball Man-

agerôs desk looking very discour-

aged, he commented, ñIôm still 

waiting for yesterday to get bet-

ter.ò I have often found myself 

stuck in that spot, and my husband 

helps me out by asking, ñAre you 

still trying to make yesterday bet-

ter?ò If weôve done something in a 

less than satisfactory way and 

thereôs no way to undo it, itôs 

ñredeeming the timeò not to fuss 

about it, but to be about our busi-

ness doing the next thing God has 

given us to do. 

I like to think of it as invest-

ing. When we invest our money 

we want to get the best return on it. 

Time and energy are valuable as-

sets. We can invest them wisely by 

lining up with Heavenôs viewpoint 

and gain something good, or we 

can squander them where the re-

turns will be negligible or even 

negative. 

God help us to redeem the 

time. The Holy Spirit will teach us 

how, when we ask Him.              Ö 

Mother of four adult children, 
Sharon has spent over 30 years living 
in a close-knit community as a mem-
ber of the Fairwood Bible Institute 
staff. 

Everyone 
is 

ñbuild-upable.ò 
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O NE of the greatest tools for 

Gospel outreach in the early 

years of The Kingdom was the 

schooner yacht Coronet. She was 

purchased for mission work in 

April, 1905, when she was already 

20 years old, and the people at Shi-

loh drove her hard for the next sev-

eral years. Between 1905 and 1911 

she sailed three times to the Holy 

Land, once completely around the 

world, then along the North Amer-

ican eastern seaboard, across to 

western Africa, back to the Carib-

bean, and into the North Atlantic. 

Later she cruised the New England 

coast for many years with crews 

and passengers totaling in the hun-

dredsðand all for the Gospelôs 

sake. 

The story of her purchase is 

perhaps unique. There was little 

enough money at Shiloh at any 

time, but once they felt they had 

Godôs will on a matter, prayer and 

faith took precedence over finan-

cial difficulties, and shortfalls were 

made to disappear. In this case, the 

entire community was called to 

what we might term a ñ24/7 prayer 

meeting.ò Right around the clock, 

for day after day, the Chapel was 

filled with supplication in a service 

lasting about a full month. People 

were glad to contribute what they 

could, of course, but no one now 

can know where all the money 

came from. They were after 

$10,000ða small sum in our day. 

But it was equivalent, in modern 

dollars, to about a quarter of a mil-

lion. The people were undaunted. 

In His own way, God heard and 

answered, and the vessel was pur-

(Continued on page 21) 

W hy is this department a regular feature of TIMES OF RESTORATION? Why 

repeatedly look backward? For two important reasons: 
1. First to remind ourselves of our foundations, in the spirit of Isaiah 51:1, ñLook 

unto the rock whence ye were hewn,ò and then,  

2. to look forward in un-flagging faith, while declaring that delay must never be 

confused with failure.  

Never mind the delay. One hundred years ago our spiritual ancestorsðmen and 

women of visionðtook their places among the heroes who later ñdied in faith, not 

having received the promises.ò But they ñsaw themò from afar, and ñgreetedò them 

with courage and hope, confessing that ñthey were strangers and pilgrims on the 

earth.ò 

And so do we. For make no mistake, according to the immutable Word of God, 

there is coming a day when ñThere shall be delay no longer; but in the days of the 

voice of the seventh angel, when he is about to sound, then is finished the mystery of 

Godò (Revelation 10:6ï7). 

By taking our own stand in faith, we are participating in a ministry that renders 

those things which are ñin part,ò ñdone away.ò Itôs called the ñRestoration of All 

Things,ò and it is even now ushering in ñthat which is perfect.ò It is happening as we 

speak; and it is going to continue to happen. This magazine is dedicated to 

cooperation with and the advancement of that activity.  

 

One Hundred Years Ago 
 

The Coming of Coronet 
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LEVI 
Possessed of the cruelty of 

Simeon, and receiving no more 

blessing from their father Jacob 

than he, their tribal descendants 

leave Egypt at the Exodus no more 

spiritual than any other tribe. But 

at Sinai a change! Moses, shut 

away on the Mount with Jehovah 

for forty days and receiving the 

knowledge that in the tribe of Levi 

there is a priesthood, descends but 

to find all Israel in idolatry 

(Exodus 28:1ï3). 

ñWho is on Jehovahôs side? 

Let him come unto me!ò he 

criedðand all Levi is at his side. 

Commanded to do a hard thing, 

they unflinchingly did what that 

man of God said, and won the 

favor of Jehovah and a place of 

distinction in Israel. They were 

like the royal guard that waited 

exclusively on Jehovah (Exodus 

32:26). 

The passing of time did not 

change the order of things, for 

centuries later David felt the 

rebuke of God for not bringing up 

the ark after the due order. When 

the Levites filled their office, all 

was well (1 Chronicles 15:13). 

Set, according to the blessing 

of Moses the man of God, to be 

teachers in Israel, their example in 

the crisis of the national split, 

when they ñstrengthened the 

kingdom of Judahò and made 

Rehoboam strong (1 Kings 12:31), 

led others in the right way. 

That is the spirit of the 

144,000, and 12,000 of Leviôs tribe 

will flee from every false thing and 

will take hold of the skirts of him 

that is a Jew saying, ñWe will go 

with thee for we have heard that 

God is with thee.ò On the fore-

heads of such, the angel will be 

glad to stamp the seal of the living 

God. 

In the Millennium, Levi, 

refined and purified in order to 

offer an offering in righteousness 

unto Jehovah (Malachi 3:3), will 

possess no ordinary portion in the 

Land. He will be honored with a 

place in the ñholy oblationò itself. 

They will still stand before 

Jehovah. They will still teach His 

people the difference between the 

holy and the profane, and He is 

still their possession. Thank God! 

Faithfully we do our work of 

faith, stamping Levi as the days go 

byð12,000 overcomers for their 

gigantic work of getting their part 

of the great multitude ere they stand 

triumphant with the Lamb on 

Mount Zion. 

ñHe Loveth the Tribesò 
 

by Jean S. Dart, edited by TIMES OF RESTORATION 

For our second installment in this space, we take up the next two Tribes 

(in their birth order), Levi and Judah. The two are often identified today as 

the people known to the world as Jews, but they have unique tribal histories 

and characteristics, not to mention unique futures. 

One day there will be 12,000 bridal souls ñsealedò from each of these 

groups, taking their place on Mt. Zion ñwith the Lamb.ò This is not mere 

ñeschatologyòðthat sealing is quite possibly going on today. If our faith will 

have it so, it is going on todayðand since Godôs Spirit has turned our 

attention this way, what better calling could we have than to pray for this? 

To our knees, then! Letôs use the following excerpts as tools for faith, as 

we renew this good work of prayer in 2005. 
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JUDAH 
Whatever the sins of his youth, 

he eventually received the whole-

souled respect of his father and a 

marvelous blessingðcondensed 

prosperity, strength ruling with 

God, and triumph. Of Judah came 

David, the man after Godôs own 

heart to whom the promise was 

given that his kingdom would be 

established forever and of whom it 

was promised there would never 

lack a man to sit upon his throne. 

And no new line is chosen for 

closing up the age and getting 

ready for the Millennium: ñI have 

found David.ò Even the Messiah 

Himself will sit upon no new 

throne, but on the throne of David, 

which is the throne of Jehovah. 

Tr iumph was a t r iba l 

characteristic. When this tribe was 

numbered before entering the 

Promised land, instead of a 

decrease, there was a gain of 1900 

men during the almost 40 years, 

Joshua having been their 

unswerving leader. 

And there was triumph on 

more than material lines, for 

through ñthe Lion of the tribe of 

Judah,ò sin in every form is to be 

trampled upon; the neck of every 

enemy found and whipped, 

oppressed humanity delivered 

from the bondage of corruption 

into the glorious liberty of the 

children of God, and made ñmore 

than conquerors through Him that 

loved usò! 

In our time the sons of Judah 

have wandered for centuries over 

the face of the whole earth. ñThey 

have from age to age run through 

misery and persecution, and 

through torrents of their own 

blood,ò as one writer put it, yet 

with all this, while empires have 

become extinct, while tribes, 

nations and languages have 

become amalgamated, these 

remain an indestructible race, dealt 

with by an unparalleled discipline 

that makes us know how an 

unparalleled result will redound to 

the glory of God. Already the 

closely shut up bud has begun to 

slowly open its petals. God is 

pouring out His Spirit, Judahôs 

heart is being affected, and soon he 

will be looking upon Him whom 

they have pierced in penitence of 

soul, mourning for Him in 

bitterness as for an only Son. 

Judah will receive the gospel and, 

purged through her sufferings, 

with every barrier down, will unite 

herself with Israel, two scepters 

united and one King, of Judahôs 

line, ruling over all (Jeremiah 3:18 

and Ezekiel 37). 

Wonderful, wonderful Gospel 

of the Lord Jesus Christ! Nor is 

this all: Judahôs salvation and her 

union with Israel means the 

salvation of the whole gentile 

world (Romans 11:25-26). Glory 

to God most high! Truly Judahôs 

greatest Son is a light to lighten the 

gentiles and the glory of His 

people Israel. Beside Him will 

stand 12,000 sealed ones from His 

own tribe, clear as crystal, a very 

part of Himself.                           Ö 

chased April 6. ñFaith, mighty 

faith,ò they sang, ñlaughs at im-

possibilities, and cries, óIt shall 

be done!ôò 

A triumphant group of young 

sailors brought her from Brook-

lyn, New York up to Freeport, 

Maine that April, and she was 

made ready to serve as ñGodôs 

Arrow of Deliverance to the Na-

tionsò in a career that lasted for 

90 years. 

Today, Coronet has passed 

from The Kingdom and is in 

good hands elsewhere, undergo-

ing a complete restoration. But 

the prayers prayed, lessons 

learned, sufferings endured, and 

victories won by faithðall by 

ordinary believers 100 years 

agoðcan never be undone. They 

fought the good fight, and even-

tually entered into rest, and ñtheir 

works follow with themò (Rev-

elation 14:13). 

 

But now, itôs our turn. The 

battles are different in some 

ways, but very much the same in 

others. The entire population of 

the earth in 1905 is gone, nearly 

to a man. Thereôs a whole new 

and greater harvest to be won. 

Itôs our turn now. Will we rise to 

the challenge and like the men 

and women of old, ñremove the 

coveringò today? Letôs not falter. 

If the ñholy deadò are aware of 

and interested in the doings of us 

who remain (see Family Foun-

dations elsewhere in this issue), 

then letôs not give them cause to 

turn away in disappointment. To 

the work! Itôs our privilege and 

our responsibility to ñtake up 

[their] quarrel with the foe.ò Itôs 

our time ñTo strive, to seek, to 

find, and not to yield,ò and to 

ñPress on toward the goalòðuntil 

we either hear the cry of the 

Archangel, or join the saints in 

death. 

That was the spirit that ani-

mated the Gospel sailors on Cor-

onet one hundred years ago.Ö 

(Continued from page 19) 

 

 



22  TIMES OF RESTORATION    \   MARCH/APRIL  2005 

[IT] IS RELIGION and morality 

alone which can establish the prin-

ciples upon which freedom can 

securely stand. The only founda-

tion of a free constitution is pure 

virtue. 
ðJohn Adams, Second President 

of the United States, ed. by Charles 
Francis Adams, Vol. 9, p. 401 

x  x  x 
 

[WE] HAVE NO GOVERNMENT 

armed with power capable of con-

tending with human passions un-

bridled by morality and religioné. 

Our constitution was made only 

for a moral and religious people. It 

is wholly inadequate to the govern-

ment of any other. 
ðSame, p. 229 

x  x  x 
 

THE MOMENT THE IDEA is admitted 

into society that property is not as 

sacred as the laws of God, and that 

there is not a force of law and pub-

lic justice to protect it, anarchy and 

tyranny commence. If ñThou shalt 

not covet,ò and ñThou shalt not 

steal,ò were not commandments of 

Heaven, they must be made invio-

lable precepts in every society, 

before it can be civilized or made 

free. 
ðSame, Vol. 6, p. 9 

x  x  x 
 

Second come two statements 

by John Quincy Adams, the sixth 

President. Letôs continue the 

struggle for moral decency in 

this land! 

 
 

THE LAW  GIVEN from Sinai was a 

civil and municipal as well as a 

moral and religious code; it con-

tained many statutes é of univer-

sal applicationðlaws essential to 

the existence of men in society, 

and most of which have been en-

acted by every nation which ever 

professed any code of laws. 
ðLetters of John Quincy Adams 
to His Son, on the Bible and Its 

Teachings, by John Quincy 
Adams, p. 61 

x  x  x 
 

THERE ARE THREE points of doc-

trine the belief of which forms the 

foundation of all morality. The 

first is the existence of God; the 

second is the immortality of the 

human soul; and the third is a fu-

ture state of rewards and punish-

ments. Suppose it possible for a 

man to disbelieve either of these 

three articles of faith and that man 

will have no conscience, he will 

have no other law than that of the 

tiger or the shark. The laws of man 

may bind him in chains or may put 

him to death, but they never can 

make him wise, virtuous, or happy. 

The State:  
Sacred, or Secular?  
As Christians (in the full spiritual and intellectual sense) living in a society 

that seems to pride itself in increasing secularism, we operate in a constant ten-

sion. What we know from Scripture and from revelation militates against what a 

godless society attempts to force on us. One of those secularist attempts is the 

postmodern demand to divorce the State from any connection with or dependen-

cy on traditional (much less Biblical) standards of morality. This cannot succeed 

in maintaining a stable Society. 

Below are a few thoughts on the issue gleaned from two early Presidents. 

First is John Adams, Signer of the Declaration of Independence, and second 

President of the United States. His thinking was very clear regarding public and 

private morality, and his words provide good armament in the present struggle. 
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Born To Be King 
 

     by Stephanie Knowles, age 13, Quarryville, Pennsylvania 
 

 

There came a boy from Heaven; 
 He was put in Mary. 
She was His mother nowτ 
 She had Him to carry. 
 

He was born in a manger; 
 They named Him Jesus.  
He had a job to do, 
 Which was to save us. 
 

He healed many people, 
 As He traveled through the towns. 
He taught them the Word, 
 As they followed Him around. 
 

He was betrayed with a kiss, 
 And nailed to a cross. 
People stood below 
 And thought all was lost. 
 

He was buried in a tomb. 
 When three days had passed, 
He rose from the dead, 
 And now He reigns at last! 
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What shall we say then? Shall 
we continue in sin, that grace may 
abound? God forbid. We who 
died to sin, how shall we any long-
er live therein? Or are ye ignorant 
that all we who were baptized in-
to Christ Jesus were baptized into 
his death? We were buried there-
fore with him through baptism in-
to death: that like as Christ was 
raised from the dead through the 
glory of the Father, so we also 


