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O AL HOLY LIVING
AND GODLINESSO

ITH this issue we conclude our tweyear series
on the role of holiness in the life of the believer.

Webdbve noted al | sorts of facet 9 of

wedve commented on its vital
not a final detail, to be hastily added to our spiritual
Acostume. o0 | toés fundamental,
Below, two of the brethren wrap up the study by
examining two more of its seemingly endless aspects.
The first, purity, might appear obvious. How could
we expect to live a holy life without it? But many
Christians these days are pretending to do just that,
and it will not work. God will not be mocked, and we
will find the way to Heaven barred if we try to enter
with a load of filth from a life of secret sin.
The right use of humor might not have assumed
such a vital role in our thinking. But the Word of God
has insights here, too, laid out below in a way that as-
sures us of its value.
May we, as ever, be fADoer s
hearers only, 0 demonstrating
cient in decency the fAbeauty
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be possible to be pure, even in a
filthy world, and He wants us to
attain that lofty goal.

Paul, too, instructed Timothy
to keep himself pure, so he too
considered it an important concept.
Why is purity important and why
does it matter so much to God? For
one thing, it brings strength to the
unity of the brethren. It is one less

place where the deyl cgn find
afness and opport sl for
t Impurity, on thqjoth@r ha

1s the weak link in the chain, or the

ca in the Body of Christ, and
b e it i
br asty s

e en hidden, it can
ship of believers. More fundamen-

MfTises to the fellow-

by Kenneth D. Jones, Halifax, Nova Scotiatally, it opens the door to ultimate

How to short

-circuit one

of the subtlest snares of hell

Impurity
1S
contrary
to
His
nature,
and
it
cannot
inherit
heaven.

late teens, when I ate a ripe,

juicy peach. I have eaten many
peaches since then, but none as
memorable. On that occasion I had
consumed about half the fruit,
when to my disgust, a long centi-
pede emerged from the pit only an
inch or so from my mouth. Need-
less to say, that peach didn’t stay
near my mouth for very long, nor
did I relish eating more for quite
some time.

How much more must a Holy
God recoil when He sees a similar
sight in His children, those who
have been redeemed by Jesus His
Son. As humans, we all have de-
fects inherited from the Fall, and
some of them can be as shocking
as a long, leggy centipede. Impuri-
ty is one of the most common
shockers found among Christians,
but God does not want us to limp
along with this defect in our lives.
He prefers—even insists—that we
be as pure as He is. Jesus said that
the pure in heart were
“blessed” (Matthew 5:5), so it must

I CAN remember back to my
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separation from our holy God. Im-
purity is contrary to His nature,
and it cannot inherit Heaven. In a
word, it is hellish.

So how does one acquire godly
purity? There is no worldly wis-
dom that would help us, for the
world is facing in the opposite di-
rection. In fact, as is stated in Rev-
elation 12, our enemy, Satan, is
constantly spewing out dirty wa-
ters so as to drown us. We must
turn to God, the Scriptures, and
His messengers for help. Even
some Christian churches don’t
mention the subject, but since it is
part of all truth, the subject must
be addressed now and again.

On this subject Martin Luther
famously wrote that we can’t stop
the birds from flying overhead, but
we can stop them from roosting in
our hair. This is an important in-
sight and helps in our understand-
ing of the topic. I take it to mean
that we cannot prevent temptations
from coming our way, but we
don’t need to passively allow them
space in our minds or experiences.
There are things that can be done,
and must be done, to overcome the
evil one. First of all, we shouldn’t
feel condemned by the fact that we
are tempted. Rather, put up a strug-



gle to stave off the temptation and
prevent it from getting a foothold
in our experience.

In these times of evil, one of
the most common forms of tempta-
tion comes via the eyes, such as
the sight of someone who is im-
modestly dressed, or in a compro-
mising sexual situation. It could be
introduced by videos; magazines;
TV; pictures in newspapers, book-
shelves, or billboards; or in real
life, while walking down the street.
We can’t always prevent these im-
ages from encroaching on us, but
when they do, look away. Don’t
give the enemy the chance to get
the hook into his victim. Honor the
blood of Jesus to cleanse away any
impure thoughts that could be the
result of this imposition.

Another form of temptation
can come via the ears. We might
be in the company of someone
who tells a dirty story or joke.
How do we respond to this situa-
tion? Do we enter into the laughter
and camaraderie, or do we turn to
thoughts of holiness and separation
from a dirty world? Paul says to
“Flee youthful lusts.” “Flee” is not
a word with much meaning these
days, but it has an urgency to it.
Here it can signify, “Run for your
life.” If that is necessary for the
situation, then do it.

A third form of temptation
might come through the senses.
This could be introduced through
inappropriate touching of someone
else, or even being alone with
someone of the opposite sex, espe-
cially in situations which could
lead to immorality. We must be on
guard against invading someone
else’s personal space, whether in-
vited or not. The Holy Spirit is an
excellent guide and warns us of
impending danger when we submit
our will and consciousness to Him.
He may direct us to leave the area
of temptation, or to say something
to deflect the attack on our purity.

A strong
personal
relationship
with
God

IS
necessary

to
overcome.

In all these instances, a strong
personal relationship with God is
necessary to overcome the tempta-
tion. Otherwise we could easily
succumb, because such tactics of
the enemy are designed to appeal
to our human nature, and left un-
checked they will overcome any
natural barriers. I know that God
wants to help us, because He has
helped me. I have asked Him in the
past to keep my eyes from straying
to things which I should not see,
and He has answered. The Holy
Spirit controlled the direction of
my head to such a degree that I
actually pulled muscles in my neck
when something unexpected came
into my line of sight.

But what about those who
have only known defeat in the
fight for purity? Should they give
up the struggle? Does God love
them any the less because of their
lack of victory? Not at all. They

should strive yet more. God does
not bring them under condemna-
tion; rather He continues to seek
transformation. God loves all His
children, and is waiting for the
vanquished to come to Him for
forgiveness and healing. There are
methods that can help the dejected
and defeated. There are no
shortcuts, and we have to really
desire godly purity, but there is
victory for anyone.

The first of these tactics is to
confess your sins and get the
cleansing that the blood of Jesus
brings. Hiding from God only
brings about victory for Satan.
Seek out someone that you can talk
to who has a strong history of vic-
tory in this area. Humble yourself
and acknowledge your sin. This
will empower you the next time
the temptation comes, because re-
pentance and cleansing brings
about a victorious atmosphere.

Secondly, use the advice of the
person you have gone to, your
mentor, to good effect to give you
the advantage in future situations.
This person should be able to iden-
tify with your feelings of vulnera-
bility, and fortify you with ways to
avoid the snares of the enemy. Lis-
ten to this person, ask questions,
and try the methods given. Obedi-
ence to the Scriptures and to peo-
ple God has appointed to help us,
is a big step forward in the strug-
gle.

Thirdly, maintain a close per-
sonal relationship with God on a
daily basis. This is referred to as
“living in Christ” in the epistles.
When this relationship is main-
tained over time, the Holy Spirit
empowers us from within to reject
and defeat every fiery dart that the
enemy sends speeding our way. It
is only through supernatural help
that we can come out victorious
over the weakness of the flesh.
Relying on our own strength is a
recipe for repeated failure. This
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can grieve the Holy Spirit, too,
which we are instructed not to do.

Fourthly, worship our great
God and Savior for His complete
victory over sin. A spirit of wor-
ship will propel us to heavenly
places, where earthly lusts have no
power. Remember that Jesus
bought the whole package for you,
not just parts of it. He was tempted
in all the ways that we will ever
be, and He came out a conqueror.
Let Him impart His victory and
truth to your experience. Worship-
ping Him merely gives Him his
due, and connects us with His
overcoming Spirit. There are no
nasty surprises in His domain.

Last of all, I would suggest
that the easiest way to overcome
temptation is to avoid the places
where the sources of temptation
hide out. If our weakness lies in
sensual situations, stay away from
novels or media that publish this
sort of thing. If visual images are
the problem, do not view movies
or magazines that that could jeop-
ardize our well being. Avoid the
TV, and destroy any material in
the home that could bring about
our downfall. If friends are the
source of impure thoughts, move
on to better companionship. Sur-
round yourself with people who
have Christ-like goals in life.
You’ll be surprised how much eas-
ier it is when these steps are con-
scientiously followed.

When we truly realize how
much Jesus wants us to succeed,
and how much He has paid for the
victory, we will be encouraged to
follow Him fully as He leads us
into the reality of purity. Fortu-
nately He knows where all the dan-
gers lurk, and He will protect us
from the destroyer, if we will only
let Him. X

Living just outside Halifax with

his wife and two daughters, Ken is a
Computer Capacity and Performance

Analyst for the local telecom
munications company.

A Well
Considered
Laugh

by Brandon O. Aldrich, Dublin, New Hampshire

The right use of humor in the Christian life

Did
Jesus
have

sense
of
humor?
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ANY years ago, I hap-
pened upon a picture of
Jesus like no other I

have ever laid eyes on. Regretta-
bly, I’ve never seen one similar
since. The Jesus of this depiction
was not the solemn and pious Dei-
ty we see so often framed and
hanging on the wall. No, this Jesus
had just heard a joke, apparently
one of the better in recent memory,
and He was enjoying a good laugh.
His head was tilted back, His
mouth was wide open, and His
eyes exuded nothing but pure joy.
Did Jesus have a sense of hu-
mor? If He was indeed “tempted as
we are,” would we not expect that
the Son of God would have a fun-
ny bone? Somehow, the thought of
a God unable to grasp the incon-
gruities of human life seems incon-
gruous itself. Furthermore, the no-



tion of a Jesus who says, “that My
joy may be in you, and that your
joy may be full,” yet being Him-
self devoid of humor borders on
the frightening.

I will argue this premise no
longer. Clearly, God has the quin-
tessential sense of humor. Rather, I
am intrigued and challenged by
considering that which would in-
spire God to laugh, or that which
He would find comically offensive.

Technically speaking, humor
is little more than unexpected ab-
surdity, or a light-hearted reflec-
tion upon life’s inconsistencies.
Humor can take many forms, from
wit and pun, to sarcasm and satire,
yet its basic nature of disclosing
incongruity remains the same. But
true godly humor is always rooted
in love. It’s safe to assert that eve-
ry form of humor declines in quali-
ty as the amount of love, or kindli-
ness, decreases in quantity.

In the book of Ephesians, Paul
delineates a fine standard for
avoiding the misuse of humor. He
writes, “Let no corrupting talk
come out of your mouths, but only
such as is good for building up, as
fits the occasion, that it may give
grace to those who hear ... Let all
bitterness and wrath and anger and
clamor and slander be put away
from you, along with all malice.
Be kind to one another, tender-
hearted, forgiving one another, as
God in Christ forgave you” (4:29,
31-32). With this as a guideline,
let me advance a warning against
three specific misuses of humor.

First, beware of any use of
immoral humor. Paul warned the
people of Ephesus to behave in
such a way that “jesting” was not
even ‘“named among the
saints” (5:3-4). “Jesting” in this
context means “versatility” or
“aptness in turning,” and can imply
the ability to mix suggestive dou-
ble meanings in with one’s conver-

sation. Such innuendo and hidden
references to impropriety are to be
absolutely avoided. They should
not even be “named among...the
saints.”

If humor were to be compared
to food, immoral humor would be
poison. For no man or woman,
adult or child, can be exposed to,
much less make use of, immoral
humor without being contaminated
by its toxins. Furthermore, in addi-
tion to “jesting,” we are exhorted
(5:4) to avoid “filthiness” (obscenities)

If humor
were
to
be
compared
to
food,
Immoral
humor
would
be
poison.

and “foolish talking” (buffoonery
or vulgar tricks) with the same vig-
ilance with which we guard against
the intake of arsenic.

Secondly, beware of the ex-

cessive use of sarcastic humor.

Probably the clearest biblical ex-
ample of sarcasm is Elijah, mock-
ing the 450 false prophets when
their cries went unheeded by their
false god: “Cry aloud, for he is a
god; either he is musing, or he is
gone aside, or he is on a journey,

or peradventure he sleepeth and
must be awaked.”

Perhaps it’s easy for us to take
on an attitude of superiority over
the plight of the false prophets,
thereby finding Elijah’s use of sar-
casm humorous. However, we
must conclude that Elijah, as he
was under the control of the Spirit,
held no malice towards the false
prophets. This lack of malice is
essential and is the means by
which sarcastic humor is made to
conform to the “kindliness” stand-
ard of Ephesians 4:29-32. More
important, perhaps, is that the re-
cipient of the sarcastic humor as
well as those within earshot know
that there is no malice or bitterness
motivating its use. I would suggest
that Elijah’s cry, “How long halt
ye between two opinions?” was
toned in concerned love, and not
sarcastic disdain.

Sarcasm can be an effective
tool because of its “sharp” nature.
However, its ability to “cut to the
heart” demands that it be used cau-
tiously, and even then not exces-
sively. Furthermore, to the degree
that malice, bitterness, or anger
enter the picture, they produce an
abuse of sarcastic humor, leading
to parody, satire, and practical jok-
ing which quickly transgress
“kindliness.”

To continue the food analogy,
sarcastic humor would be fast
food, or junk food. Just as fast
food has its place, sarcastic humor
also has legitimate uses. But also,
as the excessive consumption of
fast food will lead to serious health
issues, the excessive use of sar-
casm will choke the arteries of
grace, starving the heart of life-
giving kindliness.

Finally, beware of over
indulgence in amusing humor.
“Amuse” is a word of Latin deriva-
tion: “a” meaning “not,” and
“muse” meaning “to think.” This
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kind of levity is basically thought-
less. Amusing humor is best illus-
trated by Bugs Bunny or the news-
paper comics—something that
tickles the mind while putting it to
sleep.

I am not one to frown com-
pletely on such humor. There are
few things I enjoy more than my
children’s response to my amusing
entertainment or some amusing
cartoon. But it is important to re-
member that over-indulgence here
will eventually lead to complacen-
cy, boredom, and selfishness.

The people of our nation, by
and large, suffer from over-
indulgence in amusement. There is
a perceived “human right” to en-
tertainment; as a secular songwrit-
er put it several years ago, “Here
we are, now entertain us.” That
songwriter, while apparently
searching for the joy which
“makes full,” erroneously looked

to amusing entertainment to meet
the need and found it incapable.
Unfortunately this self-centered
attitude which demands amuse-
ment has slipped into the Church:
“Here we are, now encourage us.”
An entertaining yet powerless
brand of Christianity has emerged,
failing to convict the heart, merely
tickling the ears without engaging
what lies between them.

Concluding our food analogy,
amusing humor would be like
Wonder Bread. Although moder-
ately pleasing to the palate, it is
devoid of nutritional value. The
occasional intake of amusing hu-
mor has its place—to relieve ten-
sions and ease stress, let’s say, but
it can’t be counted on to provide
the fulfilling joy that only Jesus
can give.

In the words of Abraham Lin-
coln, “God must have meant us to
laugh. Else He would not have

made so many mules, parrots,
monkeys, and human beings.”
Moreover, according to Jeremiah
25:10, godly humor and laughter
share a distinct and prominent
place in the lives of those in the
right relation to Him: of the wick-
ed He said, “I will take from them
the voice of mirth and the voice of
gladness.”

Humor, then, is a gift from
God and one which we should feel
at liberty to enjoy as much as He
allows. But let us all be careful not
to abuse it by degrading its quality,
mixing it with malice or bitterness,
or using it to escape reality. In-
deed, may all our humor be that
which “is good for building up, as
fits the occasion, that it may give
grace to those who hear.” =

A competent accountant, fastidi-
ous groundskeeper, and recent gradu-

ate of Fairwood Bible InstituteBran-

don is the father of four young children.
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I cannot
And it seems to me but hard and cruel fate;
Still I hear that gentle whisper,

God is watching, God is faithful, only wait.

When the promise seems to linger,
Lest perhaps it come to late;
Still I hear that sweet voiced angel ever sayi
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" Family Foundations

Shelter Them!

by J.H.L., Fredericksburg, Virginia

Keeping the gates of the home against the malicious intrusion of modern culture

ECENTLY at a home
school convention I had
the opportunity to attend a

seminar on the topic of “Sheltering
Children.” The speaker was Jona-
than Lindvall, a home educator
from California. The speech he
gave that day has had a profound
effect on my understanding of the
scriptural imperative to shelter our
children from the negative influ-
ences of our increasingly corrupt
culture.

Many parents fail to grasp the
enormous stakes involved in meet-
ing the challenge given us by the
apostle Paul when he wrote, “Do
not be conformed to this world, but
be transformed by the renewing of
your mind, that you may prove
what is that good and acceptable
and perfect will of God” (Romans
12:2). As Christians we are at war
against the influences of the world
and the evil power behind it. The
Bible says, “The whole world lies
in the power of the evil one” (1
John 5:19, ESV). As mature Chris-
tians it is our duty to wield effec-
tively the weapons we have been
given for use in this combat, and at

As Christians
we are
at war

against the

Influences
of the
world.

the same time we are obliged to
protect the most vulnerable among
us, our children, until they too are
able to fend for themselves.

The strategies of conventional
combat offer some insights into
those of spiritual warfare. Strategy
and tactics have changed over the
centuries as new technology has
been introduced onto the battle-
field. The frontal assaults and bay-
onet charges of Napoleonic war-
fare have been replaced with preci-
sion munitions and the doctrine of
maneuver warfare, which dictates
agile movements of troops to out-

flank and rapidly defeat the enemy.
Too, our enemies increasing rely
upon “asymmetric warfare,” which
involves using unconventional
means to strike at weaknesses in
our defenses. The goals haven’t
changed, but the techniques have
been updated.

Today our enemies avoid our
strengthened defenses, but seek to
attack us at our points of greatest
vulnerability and weakness. Thus,
defensive measures that would
have seemed absurd centuries ago
are now commonly accepted in the
hostile world of the 21% century.
Who would have thought only a
few decades ago, that we would
have metal detectors in our
schools, airports, and football are-
nas, or that our government would
have a “Department of Homeland
Security”? Yet these defensive
measures are commonplace in a
world populated with enemies bent
on wreaking havoc wherever they
can.

Just as combat methods have
changed over time, the spiritual
battlefield has likewise adapted to
tactics more subtle and effective in
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attacking our most vulnerable ele-
ments. For example, in spiritual
warfare we notice that in the
apostles’ day one of the primary
battles was against idolatry. The
apostle John ended his first epistle
with the stern warning: “Little
children, guard yourselves from
idols.” (1 John 5:21). Few Chris-
tians today would fall prey to the
“frontal assault” form of tempta-
tion represented by idol-worship.
Such a snare now seems as ineffec-
tive as a bayonet charge against a
machine-gun.

But in 21% century spiritual
warfare, there are “metal detec-
tors” too; and we are well-advised
to employ a vigorous “Homeland
Security” of our own. The enemy’s
“asymmetric” attacks now are lev-
eled at our children. In a word, we
must give increasingly greater em-
phasis to shelteringthem, for they
are the targets of our enemy’s at-
tempts to corrupt our society.

I would define “sheltering” as
taking pro-active measures to insu-
late and protect our children from
all efforts of the world, the flesh,
and the devil to weaken their re-
sistance to sin and to win them
over to the enemy camp. Some
sheltering techniques are obvious:
limitation or elimination of televi-
sion viewing, abstinence from ex-
posure to the corrupting influences
of Hollywood, elimination of
abominable forms of music in the
home. But “sheltering” is not real-
ly about following a checklist of
do’s and don’t’s. Unless parents
really understand what is at stake
and are attuned to the nature of the
enemy’s strategy, any effort to
plug one hole will only result in a
gap somewhere else in the defen-
sive line. The commitment to shel-
tering must be absolute, vigilant,
and unrelenting if it is to be effec-
tive in protecting our children.

The reason many parents resist
taking a sheltering approach is fear

We must
.__give
Increasingly

greater

emphasis
to sheltering
them.

of condemnation or ridicule. Home
schooling parents are frequently
confronted with the accusation that
their children will lack “sociali-
zation.” The socialization question
itself reflects a predisposed mind-
set, asserting that somehow adapt-
ing our children to the prevalent
culture, no matter how corrupt, is
to be preferred to raising children
who are “pure and holy,” undefiled
by the influences of the world. In
an article posted at his website
(www.boldchristianliving.com),
Lindvall writes:

Somehow society is suspi-
cious of those who do not
want their children exposed
to all the seemingly harmless
experiences the world consid-
ers necessary for proper and

10 TmMES OF RESTORATION "H NOVEMBER/DECEMBER AUGUST 2005

healthy childhood matura-
tion. As the insinuations be-
come increasingly strident
the terminology becomes
more shrill. Ultimately, if we
are not responsive to the
more subtle slurs hinting that
we should release our chil-
dren from our own oversight,
we are indicted for the worst
crime parents can commit:
SHELTERING them!

We have to understand that we
live in a predominantly post-
Christian society in America to-
day. This means that whereas a
few decades ago society defended
and validated the basic morality of
the Bible, now it is quite the oppo-
site. I cannot be emphatic enough:
we live in a society that is driven
by corporate and political interests
that have little or no desire to vali-
date, let alone propagate, a code of
Christian morality in our country.
To expose our children unthinking-
ly to these corrupting influences is
tantamount to leaving a bottle of
poison on the lower shelf of a tod-
dler’s closet.

For those who question the
pervasive nature of society’s cam-
paign to blacken our children’s
souls, I highly commend the re-
cently released book, The Market-
ing of Evil by David Kupelian. It
describes in detail the slick mar-
keting campaigns used by the mass
media and other corporate interests
to diminish parental influence, cor-
rupting our society in general and
our children in particular, in an
attempt to gain market share. In
addition, the book strongly advo-
cates the same antidote prescribed
by Lindvall: Sheltering. Kupelian
calls it “the creation of a sub-
culture.” Parents must make a
strong, concerted effort to shield
their children from an increasingly
hostile culture.

To be effective, the sheltering



sub-culture must necessarily in-
volve sacrifice and hard work.
When I became engaged to marry,
I was a relatively new Christian. |
had a large television in my living
room, with cable and all the bells
and whistles. I was mature enough
at that point in my life to realize
that most of what it offered was
filthy and unfit for human con-
sumption, yet up to that point I still
watched a good bit of what I con-
sidered to be “worthwhile pro-
gramming.” As [ considered the
prospect of having a family of my
own, however, I realized that I did
not want to allow my future chil-
dren to have unrestricted access to
television. Rather than try to justi-
fy to my children my own viewing
indulgence (with the inevitable
prospect of looking hypocritical), I
chose to get rid of the TV altogeth-
er. While I still keep a small set in
the house for watching (carefully
screened) videos, we get no broad-
cast television, and we have never
subscribed to cable or satellite ser-
vices. Naturally, I still drool over
the large screen plasma sets at Cir-
cuit City, but I am content with the
decision I made years ago to shel-
ter my children from the insidious
influence of commercial television.

What of parents who read this
and think it’s too late? Perhaps you
instinctively agree with the shelter-
ing approach, but have not applied
it in your home. Perhaps you feel
your children are already under the
influence of society and becoming
increasingly harder to reach with
the truth. Again, let me commend
Kupelian’s book. He addresses this
concern as well:

Is it too late? No it’s not. But
it may be a long and difficult
road back ... Just know that
there is something magically
liberating about confession

. Of course when young-
sters have been “converted”

| realized
~ that |
did not want
to allow
m%/_ future
children
to have
unrestricted
access
to television.

to new loyalties and beliefs,
maintained by unconscious
rage and rebellion (and per-
haps the desire for revenge),
they may or may not want to
come back over to your side.
But by being truly repentant
over your own culpability
and confessing this openly
and genuinely—and from
now on being the kind of per-
son you always should have
been—you are giving them
the best chance possible to
forgive you and find redemp-
tion themselves.

Sheltering essentially boils
down to discernment, followed by
resolve. Be aware that we are liv-
ing “behind enemy lines.” Our
homes and our children are under
constant assault. Exercise caution
on what you allow to cross the
threshold of your house. Because
of the increasingly hostile and ob-
jectionable material in our local
paper, I no longer subscribe. I do
take the weekend edition—reading
it first and physically removing
and destroying any objectionable

content before passing it along to
other family members. Library
books are screened, radio use is
strictly controlled—all with an
attitude of awareness that there is
an underlying motive behind every
message they convey.

As with Joshua’s challenge to
Israel, we are faced today with a
choice between good and evil. In
his day, the frontal attack of idola-
try was a fearsome enemy. In our
day the more subtle but equally
effective methods of corruption are
our enemy’s preferred weapon.
Therefore, “Choose you this day
whom ye will serve; whether the
gods which your fathers served
that were beyond the River, or the
gods of the Amorites, in whose
land ye dwell: but as for me and
my house, we will serve Jeho-
vah” (Joshua 24:15). X

Father of four children, ages 7 to
15, John is a frequent contributor to

this magazine.

“Teach your
children to choose
the right path,
and when
they are older,
they will remain
upon it.”

Proverbs 22:6 NLT
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Seeing
(and Greeting)
Is Believing

by Laura Brown, North Scituate, Rhode Island

A Meditation on Faith

circle of family and friends have been

struggling with fundamental questions
about faith. When Andrew Murray (age 22)
was taken from us so suddenly, our lives
were permanently changed; a year later we
are still wondering how we will recover from
this profound demonstration that our ways
are not always God’s ways (Isaiah 55:8).

Perhaps you have been going through
some deep suffering experiences as well, in
which the “script” you have written out for
some situation (a script, I might add, which
you think would bring glory to God) is not
the script He has chosen at all. Perhaps you
are wrestling with questions of your own
about the difficulty of walking by the kind of
faith which says, “His ways, however pain-
ful, are best.” You may, like me, be longing
to walk by sight, saying to God, “My ways
seem pretty good, too. Not only are they
biblical and glorifying to you, they also give

IN the past year many people from my
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me what [ want for myself and my loved
ones. What’s wrong with my script?”’

Because the faith-vs-sight dilemma (2
Corinthians 5:7) has been so much on my
mind and heart, I was especially attuned to
an apparent contradiction during a recent
reading of Hebrews 11. Why, in verse 1,
does the author say that faith is “the convic-
tion of things not seeti’ and then go on in
verse 13 to summarize his description of
some heroes of faith with this statement:
“All these died in faith, not having received
the things promised, but having seen them
and greeted themfrom afar”? If faith in-
volves not seeing, how could these people of
faith see‘“the things promised”? I think the
key to this paradox lies in what it means to
see and greet “from afar.”

When we exercise faith, we often are
doing so with regard to an uncertain out-
come—we hope God will say “yes” to our
prayer request, but we’re not certain He will.



We are looking for things “not seen,” be-
cause if we had the omniscience to see them
clearly we wouldn’t need to have faith about
them (as Paul says in Romans 8:24, “who
hopes for what he sees?”).

Within this basic definition of faith,
however, there is a deeper dichotomy. I think
we would all agree that some needs seem
more urgent or complicated or overwhelm-
ing than others, and in those situations we
might find it more difficult emotionally to
believe that God really knows what He is
doing. At other times it is not so difficult to
have faith, perhaps because past experience
gives us a basis to expect the answer we
want. In that sense, we can “see” the answer
before we receive it—that is, because we can
so easily imagine the desired outcome, it
seems close at hand. In these situations exer-
cising faith is not nearly as taxing to our
emotions.

For the purposes of this discussion, I'm
going to call this easier kind of experience
“flesh-led faith,” although in using that
phrase I don’t mean to criticize the phenom-
enon. When we pray we often have a
“reasonable hope” that God’s ways will
coincide with our ways, because either expe-
rience or imagination helps us visualize the
answer we want.

However, as believers we are also called
sometimes to hope for things beyond any
experiential context and imagination, things
we cannot “see” with any faculties except
those supplied by God. In this “Spirit-led”
mode of faith we must “hope against
hope” (Romans 4:18), using what the world
might call “blind faith,” because it is faith
which has no apparent basis in reality, or at
least not in any reality we can understand in
the flesh. It is only through Jesus’ own Spir-
it, who was sent to guide us into all truth,
that we begin to develop eyes to see and ears
to hear the deeper truths of God’s ways. And
although we only see them “from afar” (or,
as in 1 Corinthians 13:12, “through a glass
dimly”’), we must choose to “greet” those
truths in faith—to claim them as our own—
letting go of the flesh-led mode, with its
need for “reasonable hope” and imaginable
outcomes.

The problem is that it can be very un-
comfortable to step out in faith when the

“things promised” seem so dim and far
away. | have often felt in prayer, as [ wrestle
past the flesh and into the realm of unimagi-
nable, Spirit-led thoughts, that the final step
of faith, the “greeting” process, is a kind of
death. Giving up flesh-led faith leads to
giving up every vestige of experiential con-
text, and, therefore, every sense of control
over my life or the lives of my loved ones.
People have pictured faith as a willingness to
keep walking when their path is illuminated
only one step at a time. | have come to pic-
ture it, at its most radical, as a kind of sui-
cide, a willingness to step off a cliff into
nothingness.

Apparently that sensation has also been
experienced by another believer, a man
named Russ Lee who was inspired by 2
Corinthians 5:7 to write a song called “Free
Fall”:

Here | go, stepping out on nothing:
All I have is the promise that You care.
And step by step |I¢
I &m running,
Recklessly abandoning until it costs
me everything.

| throw my arms wide open now,
Trusting You to show me how to let go
And let You have it all.

| leave my faith in me behiad

My hope in You is all that | hold onto,
As | free fall.

Is it harder for us as women to go
through the emotions of this “free fall,” since
we tend to operate according to our emotions
more than men do? I used to think so, but
since Andrew’s death I have been privy to
the emotional struggles of some of the men
who were affected, and I suspect that the
anatomy of faith is the same for everyone.
We are all in this terrible and wonderful
process together, where free-fall faith must
keep affirming that “God’s ways, however
painful, are best,” and where seeing iS be-
lieving, if the seeing is done through the eyes
of the Spirit. X

Laura and her pastor husband Paul ¢
parents of three adult children and member:
the Body at Wood Haven Chapel.
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he tale began
more than 35
years ago, and
it’s still unfold-
ing to the glory of our
loving heavenly Father.

It was the fall of 1969
when a zealous young la-
dy named Ginger Peter-
son entered Fairwood Bi-
ble Institute for her first
year. She was the second
daughter of Lawrence
and Della Peterson; two
of her siblings had per-
ished in a tragic boating
accident six years before,
and Ginger was serious
about her walk with God.
Everything about the Bi-
ble School deepened her
resolve.

Her older sister Ivy re-
ally began the story,
though. She had also
been at the Bible School
a short while before, but
circumstances had shunt-
ed her aside, and she had
gone home, found a job,
and begun to drift spirit-
ually. Nothing her par-
ents or siblings could do
seemed to have an im-
pact, as the world sank
its claws ever deeper into
Ivy’s struggling heart.
She was vivacious, witty,
and headstrong; she was
going to do things her
way.

Gi nger 0s

A Tale
of
Two
Sisters

A true story of desperate intercession
followed by Divine response

By Ginger Holland
and lvena Panacopoulog
as told toror

BUT let’s start with Gin-
ger. At some stage of her
Fairwood training, she
began reflecting on the
widening gulf between
her and Ivy, and her con-
clusions were alarming.
Ivy was headed wrong,
that was clear. What
could be done? At this
point, Ginger began to
experience what many
Christian intercessors
have known over the
centuries: a burdenof
prayer. Ivy’s condition
began weighing on her
mind, but it increasingly
burdened her spirit as
well.

At the School, Ginger
was living alone in a two
-person room with a dou-

bleSultk (61 urlusyal

condition at the time, but
her roommate was tem-
porarily absent), so her
nightly prayers could be
conducted at length. She
customarily included her
family and their con-
cerns, but one night
when Ivy’s name came
to mind she began weep-
ing uncontrollably. The
sense of need was so
great, and her own desire
for her sister’s rescue
and restoration was so
intense that she couldn’t
stop praying and crying,
even when she wanted
to. During these times
the tears flowed so fast
she could not pray in
bed, as she tended to
choke. She would climb
up to the top bunk and sit
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there, hugging her knees
with her face in a pillow,
trying to be quiet, but
crying out to God for her
sister’s salvation.

As time went on her
nightly intercession be-
gan to intensify. At
length it became so seri-
ous she felt compelled to
seek counsel. She could
not get relief from the
burden, she could not
stop praying, and she
could not sleep. The only
way she could get help,
she concluded one night,
was to make her way
downstairs to the Sand-
fords’ rooms and get her
teacher, Mr. Tad Sand-
ford and his wife, to pray
with her. This occurred
some time between 1:00
and 3:00 a.m., and she
was embarrassed and
apologetic, especially
since Tad himself had
been having trouble
sleeping because of con-
tinuing migraine head-
aches.

But as she remembers
the story, her teacher
never once complained,
grumbled, or commented
negatively about being
waked, even when this
scenario was repeated
night after night. Only
after his help in prayer
could she get some peace



and go to sleep.

This situation went on
for about two weeks with
no relief. It came to the
point where she was al-
most afraid to go to bed
and start her prayers at
10:00, because she knew
what would happen
hours later, but she could
not stop. One night she
thought she’d leave Tad
alone and seek help from
another staff family. But
when she got to their
door, she couldn’t raise
her hand to knock, and
after standing there cry-
ing for awhile, she went
back and knocked at the
Sandfords’ door again.

In the Bible classes
during this period, the
students had been taking
up the measureless Love
of God. But to Ginger it
seemed ineffective. As
far as she knew, her sis-
ter was perishing. And
Ginger was growing des-
perate in her nightly
prayer. Finally she
reached a crisis. In the
grip of the sense of awful
need, she came to God
and talked it out this
way: she reminded Him
that He had loved us so
much He had sent His
only Son to hell to suffer
for our sins. Then in her
extremity (and immaturi-
ty) she went on to make
the most desperate plea
an intercessor can ever

Ginger

make: she told her heav-
enly Father that she
loved her sister so much
she was willing to go to
hell in her placeif only
He would save her and
bring her back to Him-
self and her family.

And the Good Shep-
herd heard that cry. This
lamb had prayed enough:
the Lamb of God had al-
ready been to hell for Ivy.

What happened next
was sublime.

Immediately after that
prayer, in Ginger’s
words, “I felt a pair of
arms reach around my
shoulders from behind
and pull me backward
against a firm chest and
just hold me tight.” Jesus
Himself had come into
the room. “As I relaxed
into these strong arms, I
felt extreme peace and
comfort like I have never
experienced before.” She
knew she was in His
arms, sheltered by Him
personally. With the

peace came an over-
whelming sense of God’s
love that blotted out eve-
rything else. All the dis-
tress was gone: she knew
that her prayers and
those of her parents were
answered that very night.
Ivy was safe in His love.
She was not going to
perish; she would come
back when it was His
time.

In Fanny Crosby’s
words, Ginger found her-
self

Safe in the arms of
Jesus,

Safe on His gentle
breast;

There, by His love

obershaded

Sweetlymy soul
shall rest

And that was the end
of her nightly vigils. She
didn’t even recall lying
down that night: she
seemed to have gone to
sleep in the arms of Je-
sus, completely at peace.

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2005 "X

By the next morning,
oddly, she had forgotten
all about it and went
through the day’s routine
as usual. But that night,
kneeling to begin her
prayers once again, she
found there was no anxi-
ety left. There was noth-
ing on her heart but
praise and great thanks-
giving to God. This was
unusual! Then it all came
flooding back to her,
with another powerful
awareness of God’s love.
There was no more need
to plead; there were no
more tears; and she slept
soundly every night
thereafter.

But nothing seemed to
have changed with Ivy,
who pursued her way
farther and farther from
God. As years went by,
Ginger would sometimes
question her experience,
but each time she would
feel those Arms of Love
about her again, and she
would know in her heart
that He was caring for
Ivy. “Don’t worry; trust
Me” was what she
sensed within.

So life went on, and
Ginger never talked
about this experience
over the years, choosing
like Mary to “ponder it
in her heart” and wait for
God.

|l vyos
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SOMEONE once said,
“The mills of God grind
slow, but they grind ex-
ceeding fine.” Time was
going by for Ivy, too,
and she was wandering.
It isn’t relevant to our
story to trace her path,
but the “mills of God”
ground on, month by
month and year by year.
God never makes mis-
takes, despite human
frailty, and in her story,
He was “grinding fine,”
moving all the time to
accomplish every detail
of His perfect will.

For her, He sent two
dreams. The first was not
pleasant. Soon after she
left Bible School, she
dreamed she was excit-
edly exploring a huge old
tree-house structure, re-
plete with mazes of cor-
ridors and rooms. Her fa-
ther was with her, fol-
lowing her every turn,
watching over her and
questioning her repeated-
ly. “Are you sure you
want to go there? Do you
really intend to climb
this?”” But she was sure.
Her excitement began to
fade, though, when her
father finally issued a
warning: “Don’t go out
on thatlimb, because if
you do, I can never help
you back.”

Headstrong, she
went anyway, and by the
dream’s close she was in
deep trouble. Her father

had disappeared, there
was almost no light, she
was in severe pain, and
she was a very frightened
young lady. But it was
too late. There was no
way out. Much later she
realized that God was
showing her the conse-
quences of bad choices:
aimless wandering,
climbing ladders to no-
where, opening doors
that hid blank walls, fear,
pain, and loss.

And so it began to
unfold. A few years later,
Ivy had married and her
marriage was breaking
down. “The way of the
transgressor” was prov-
ing “hard,” just as the
Scripture foretold. But
the Good Shepherd was
still beside her as well.
One night He offered a
gentle tug on her heart
by means of a second
dream. Ivy tells it this
way:

“I was standing on a
lovely river bank of pure

white sand. The sun was
bright and warm. But |
was alone, lonely and
frightened. The water
was a beautiful crystal
clear blue, and it was
running fast. Across the
river, there was a lush
green island that beck-
oned, and I wanted to go
there. It was beautiful
and it felt like a happy
place to be.

“As I drank in the
scene, I heard voices. I
looked up and to my sur-
prise, Perry and Nelson
[her brothers lost by
drowning] were running
down the beach toward
me, so happy to have
found me, and I was so
happy to see them! We
hugged and laughed and
cried together and then
played in the sand with
so much joy at being to-
gether again. But it was
only for a short time. In
unison, they stopped
playing abruptly and
looked toward the island,
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listening with a look of
rapture on their faces.
They seemed to glow
and smiled at me gently.

““We have to go
now,’ Perry said. Then
Nelson stepped into the
river, but his feet didn’t
sink. Perry followed him
and they walked togeth-
er, side by side, with
their feet on top of the
water. Again in unison,
they both turned back to
look at me, this time with
excited smiles on their
faces. ‘Come with us!’
they beckoned.

“I wanted to go, but I
was afraid of the water. |
stepped in and sank into
the deep, swift current. It
frightened me. I stepped
back and looked at them
sadly. ‘I can’t. It isn’t
time yet,” I said. Their
smiles faded to gentle
sweet expressions of sad-
ness. ‘Okay,’ said Perry.
Then they both smiled,
and he added, ‘We’ll
wait for you over there!’
They waved good-bye,
turned, and ran toward
the island.”

fiGod speaketh once,
yea twice, though man
regardeth it not.” Once in
warning, and once with
disappointment, He had
sent her dreams. But it
was still unavailing.

Yet in Heaven, Gin-
ger’s prayers remained
on record. God had not



forgotten the intercession
which had risen like in-
cense before His throne.
At last, decades later, it
was time: the Holy Spirit
began to move decisive-
ly.

He started by stirring
Ivy to look for a church.
For some time it seemed
a fruitless search, but the
breakthrough came in a
way no one could have
foretold. Again, she tells
her own story:

“In the fall of 2004,
one of my office cowork-
ers took a stand at work.
We had been instructed
to ‘just say’ something
untruthful. No one recog-
nized it as the lie it was
except one woman, who
bluntly and correctly la-
beled it and refused to
follow the instructions.
She made it clear that it
was against her faith to
lie.

“When I heard about
her response, something
within leaped with ex-
citement. [ wanted to
know what church she
attended! The church
turned out to be an
hour’s drive away, but
that didn't matter. I had
to get there. At the first
service, I was hooked.
Out of fear of the terrible
justice that awaited me
on every page, | had not
dared to read my Bible in
forty years, but the pas-
tor spoke so convincing-

OHave

read.i

ng your

you

she asked.
| told her no,
the print was too small

and |

di dnot

it anyway.

ly about God’s love for
each person that [ was
curious and hope began
to take root.

“The next service
was the one that brought
me back from the abyss.
The pastor was animated,
and his face had a glow
that mesmerized me. |
sat leaning forward in
my seat, soaking up eve-
ry word he spoke,
breathing it in as he
quoted from the Bible.
Then he began his con-
cluding message, and
this is what brought it all
into focus. He pounded it
into my mind, heart and
soul:

““There is no sin too
great, there is no sin too
old, there is no number
of sins too great, there is
no number of years of
sin that cannot, and will
not, be forgiven. There is
no wrong thing over any
length of timenothing

that you have ever done,

said, or thought that He
cannot and will not for-
give. His love for you
and His grace are that

~

ask! o6
fiHe was all but
shouting as he declared
each word and phrase. |
went home that Sunday
with a great hope, but I
didn’t say anything to
anyone. [ wanted to find
out for myself and in my
own way if this was real-
ly true and if it really in-
cluded me—with my
long list of unforgivable
sins. [ didn’t pray. I did-
n’t know how to or even
what to say. I still could-
n’t read my Bible. I just
thought about the words
I had heard.

“Later that same
week, my friend came
back from lunch and
stopped off at my desk.
‘Have you started read-
ing your Bible yet?’ she
asked. I told her no, the
print was too small and |
didn’t understand the lin-
go anyway. With that,
she dropped a bag in my
lap and said, ‘Here, try
this!” and walked away.
It was one of these
Women's Study Bibles.
“So began my long

i s

great. All you have to do journey back. At first it
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started
Bi

bl e

was my thought to just
get the ‘flavor’ of who
God was and familiarize
myself with the language
(Ma@borfe S cdid
that the ice didn’t melt
easily), so I started at the
beginning: ‘In the begin-
ning, God....” Less than
four months later, I
closed the back cover on
the book of Revelation.
But by the time I had
reached the middle of
Psalms, I had had to stop
reading for a few days.
For the first time in my
life, I understood the
meaning of, ‘My cup
runneth over.” | had been
so warmed by the magni-
tude of God’s love that
there was no room for
anything but Him in my
thoughts and my heart. I
had found a way to talk
to Him. I recounted my
known sins, and placed a
blank page of unknown
sins before Him, along
with my full repentance,
and I asked for His for-
giveness. And it was to-
tally granted.”

A few weeks later,
the Bible reading led her
into a search for the truth
about the Sabbath, but
her fumbling in the unfa-
miliar Scriptures led no-
where. She decided to
find some help, and after
all those years she re-
membered where to turn.
Thus, in January, 2005,
Ivy wrote a letter asking
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for instruction from a Bi-
ble teacher at Fairwood
Bible Institute—bringing
the story back nearly full
circle. Her searching
heart began to find an-
swers, and she reported
that she had “found great
delight in keeping the
Seventh Day ever since.”

In April, 2005, she
attended a Women’s Re-
treat at Fairwood, return-
ing for the first time to
the campus she had left
so long ago. It was a real
homecoming, but it was
also an eye-opener:
there, for the first time,
she heard Ginger tell her
amazing story of love
and intercession.

What a revelation!
The truth of John 15:16
was apparent: “Ye did
not choose Me, but I
chose you.” Those
dreams, the decades of
rebellion and suffering
and pain, and her recent
re-awakening itself—all
were the result of the in-
exorable drawing power
of the Holy Spirit, hid-
den and ignored for
years, but now joyously
effectual.

After that visit, she
began to explore further,
convinced that God did-
n’t want His children in
the dark. Having found a
church where she could
be nurtured, she began
steadily growing as she
continued to study the
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He Himself answered
her cry and gave
her the victorious

liberty she had
longed for.

Bible on her own. But
there were hindrances.
The years of blind alleys
and dangerous corridors
had included bondage to
tobacco, and try as she
would, she had been
powerless to break it.
But she was not too
proud to ask for help
once more, and many
prayers went up at the
Bible School in response
to her call. To the glory
of God, she reports that
He Himself answered her
cry and gave her the vic-
torious liberty she had
longed for. What a day
of rejoicing!

Still, she wanted
more. When she was of-
fered a way to come
back “home” where she
started, finding full fel-
lowship among the
Christians she had grown
up with, she responded
with joy. She wrote re-
questing to be restored to
fellowship in the King-
dom of God, and her re-
quest was granted with
rejoicing. Welcomed
back at the Lord’s table,
she finally received the
right hand of fellowship

at the Feast of Tabernac-
les this fall, closing the
circle at last.

In a recent letter, she
concluded her story this
way: “I am not proud of
where I’ve been. But |
tell these things now to
give Him great praise
and thankfulness for His
love that endures forever.
He has given rest and
hope to a lost and fright-
ened soul. I realize that
I’m not spiritually devel-
oped yet, but I have giv-
en God my mustard seed
of faith. Mountains have
moved. The Master

reigns.”
The o0Tal
Two Si st

Now, praise God,
they are sisters in every
sense, and their widowed
mother has lived to see it
and rejoice with them.
One also expects that her
dear father and her two
beloved brothers in
Heaven are likewise re-
joicing. Ginger’s offer to
take her sister’s place in
hell forever had been
rendered forever unnec-
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essary on the Cross.
Now, praises be to God
forever! But the love of
Jesus had taken note of
that intercession, and He
has acted with authority,
claiming His rights at
last in this wandering
sheep.

So let every praying
soul take courage! Not
one prayer is in vain. Let
every Christian in the
workplace take courage!
Not one fearless stand
for truth is wasted. Keep
at it faithfully, and “in
due season we shall reap,
if we faint not.”

In a recent email,
Ginger brought it up to
dat e: Al vy
last evening by phone
and we both are praying
that this story will touch
many lives and bring a

and

sense to them that God is

hearing their prayers
and will be just adaith-
ful to thei
f orx
Living In Front Royal,

@irdinig§ Ging@ is a

Certified Nursing Assistant
working as Secretary/
Receptionist in the
Radiology Department at
Warren Memarial Hospital,
and lvy is Central Intake
Coordinator for HomeCall,
Inc., a home health care
agency in Frederick,
Maryland .
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Events of Our Times

column to

While TIMES OF RESTORATION does not take political positions, we feel it important in this
di scuss

selected current events and

Supremely Important

UDGES and officers shalt thou make thee

¢
‘Jin all thy gates, which Jehovah thy God
giveth thee, according to thy tribes; and
they shall judge the people with righteous judg-
ment 0 (Deuteronomy

AfWoe wunto them
evil; that put darkness for light, and light for dark-
ness; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bit-
ter! o (lsaiah 5:20).

With the death of William Rehnquist, Chief Jus-
tice of the Supreme Court, the battle for the future of
American jurisprudence begins a new campaign. A
constant undercurrent throughout every recent national
election cycle has been the increasing power of the
federal courts and the potential opening of several va-
cancies at the highest level.

Why all the fuss over the Supreme Court? Law
courts in recent years have taken to themselves a sig-
nificant amount of power previously reserved to the
Congress and the state legislatures. This means that
unelected judges with lifetime appointments now actu-
ally have the power to legislate through litigation.

The landmark Roe v. Wade case remains the clas-
sic example. The U.S. Constitution says nothing about
the matter of abortion or “reproductive rights.” In ac-
cordance with the ninth and tenth amendments, there-
fore, the prerogative to regulate these activities rests
with the state legislatures. Yet, in 1973 the Supreme
Court “discovered” a “penumbra” emanating from the
14™ Amendment that somehow implies an absolute
right to destroy the life of an unborn child. Rehnquist
was a junior member of the Supreme Court when
Wade was decided, and his dissent in that case sum-
marizes well his judicial philosophy. He wrote, “The
decision here ... partakes more of judicial legislation
than it does of a determination of the intent of the
drafters of the Fourteenth Amendment.”

The current battle is over whether the court will
partake of further judicial legislation, or whether it will
limit itself to determining the actual intent of the Con-

t hat C

by J.H.L., Fredericksburg, Virginia

stitution’s authors—with further devastating effect on
our society.

What, for example, was the intent of our founders
when they wrote the First Amendment? That amend-

1 6 : 1 8ment reads, in part, “Congress shall make no law re-

specting an establishment of religion, or prohibitin
atlllfe (l“ree e?;e\r/cfsgﬁhere%fp’ gircrjlp’le en(e)lugh.d Yet $hé a(é%d

tivist Court has taken this language to mean that there
shall be no prayer in public schools. A recent court
decision “interpreted” this amendment to require that
Wisconsin prisons must sponsor ‘“atheism study
groups” (whatever that means). And of course, the
most egregious violation of original intent with respect
to the first amendment was the ruling that forced Judge
Roy Moore to remove a Ten Commandments monu-
ment from an Alabama court building, even though, as
Judge Moore pointed out at the time, he was neither
“Congress” nor was he “making a law establishing a
religion.”

If anyone doubts what is at stake, we need look
only across the Atlantic to the rapid decline of British
courts, as they too have fallen under the spell of multi-
culturalism and political correctness. Recently, those
courts have required that the Royal Navy permit the
practice of Satan worship on board Her Majesty’s
Ships. Accordingly, sailors in the Royal Navy are now
provided with Chaplain services and accommodations
to perform satanic rituals aboard Naval vessels!

Many other cornerstones of our Judeo-Christian
culture are being chipped away by the Courts, making
it imperative that strong, ethical men be appointed who
will interpret the words of the Constitution according
to their original meaning. It is likely that in the next
term the Court will take up the matter of homosexual
marriage and other important cases affecting the fami-
ly and individual rights. Let us pray for the appoint-
ment and confirmation of judges who “shall judge the
people with righteous judgment.” =

trend

A civilian most of the time, JHL is also a Captain in the
U. S. Navy Reserve, where he works at the Naval Historical

Center.
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This World for Christ

The Persecuted Church: Some Current Needs

VIETNAM

ewthendoracommapsOn. August 27, Vietnam-

i o Sl 7 CHIA  ese police ordered the
S " s .immediate closure of a
VIE\THI:I,.Q.W il '500-member international
i eoe g church that has been
v~ [Guror 5 meeting for the past eight
HAOS A AN months in the Windsor
A T My ‘Plaza Hotel in Ho Chi
§ N NN Minh City. According to
= 1, an August 30 report from
gj THAILARD "> #Mm Compass Direct, the New
5 3 \ Life Fellowship was
S e | closed because they did
B YA ainent NOt have a permit. The
1 CAMBODIA _! _Lchurch has, however,
N _~ watangi made concerted efforts to

A . e Cam Ranh® . . .
v\ 5 + obtain such a permit since
S0 el eoimente s inception eight years
Dao £, wowe  swn 2g0. Pastor Eric Dooley
o . cna - believes the closure or-
ey = e ?,‘;"”“"’mm dered originated with lo-

a 0o

== cal officials and is not an
action against the church by the federal government.
The church will continue meeting in small groups. The
church’s website, www.nlfvietnam.com, has posted
the following message: “Due to police action, until
further notice NLF will not hold corporate worship
services. Church members should stay in contact with
their Lifenet group leaders. Jesus is Lord! Please keep
praying.”

Pray for the continued ministry of the New Life
Fellowship in Ho Chi Minh City (Saigon). Pray for
wisdom and direction for the church as they consider
future plans.

INDONESIA

In the latest in a string of forcible church closures
in West Java, Indonesia, a Roman Catholic chapel was
forced to close by a mob of around 200 Islamic mili-
tants on August 27. Pressure is mounting on the au-
thorities to do something about the situation. More
than 35 churches have been shut down by militant
groups in the past month. On July 29, Indonesian vice-
president Yusuf Kalla called for the immediate end to
these attacks against churches in West Java. Speaking
to a gathering of Muslim leaders, he said that Muslim
leaders must keep their followers under control and
that police must take firm action against such violence.
Some moderate Muslim leaders have joined with him
in calling for an end to these incidents.

Pray that Christians in West Java will be free to
worship in peace and without fear of violence from
Islamic groups. Pray that the authorities will take deci-
sive action to stop further closures and that those
churches which have been closed will be able to reo-
pen.
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ISRAEL
wiecsos cominaps  eswios < The Gaza Baptist Church is the

o e J sm

i "&"e. 2 . .. only evangelical church in Gaza.
"ﬁﬁ'a‘*'nult has received threats from
‘ ~Muslim fundamentalists and is
weo. ) currently being guarded by
e -~ armed security. Please pray for
w::vv-!;""ﬂ;‘m_ B | protection for Pastor Hanna
Jrowo " e Massad and his family. Many
& Christians fear that there will
A soon be civil war between Ha-
1 SRAE ¥ . :
omern | mas and the security police of
/1™ the  Palestine Authority. This
would leave our Christian breth-
¢ren in the crossfire of literal bul-
b tlets. Please pray for the Bible
[p—— ;§b00kstore in Gaza, as well as the
=iz sonly public library, two places
! where Christian literature is
readily available. Pray for the ongoing outreach to Pal-
estinians living in refugee camps, that by showing
them God’s mercy, the Gospel will gain an influence
in their spiritual hearts.

We need to remember to pray for all Muslims as
well, that they may be open and receptive to the Gos-
pel. The happenings in Gaza recently are painful and
difficult to observe. But we must not be distracted
from our role as members of the Body. The Church in
Gaza still stands!
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Praise Report from China! Various oppressed
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to the government for basic rights. Unregistered
Protestants and other marginalized peoples, from peas-
ants to university professors, are sharing a growing
sense of injustice. While five prominent Chinese law-
yers have offered to defend a house-church pastor ar-
rested for printing 200,000 Bibles, peasants are be-
coming restless over land rights and environmental
pollution. In an unprecedented move, more than 2,000
Chinese journalists have signed an open letter appeal-
ing for the release of two fellow journalists. With press
freedom stifled in mainland China, few dare to report
on the injustices committed against religious minori-
ties, farmers, migrants and other marginalized groups.
While the Chinese Communist Party has long sur-
vived by using strong-arm tactics, this method may
lose its effectiveness in a country where people are fast
catching up with the modern notion of human rights.
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It’s not because of persecution, but hurricane
Katrina victims continue to need much prayer, and the
people of our country need to recognize the supremacy
of Almighty God. Please continue to pray for our na-
tion during these turbulent times. X

d Sources: Open Doors Newsletter August 3 and Au-
gust 20, 2005; Voice of the Martyrs Newsletter August 31,

2005. Complled by Lewis HansenMES OF RESTORATIONIS
grate for Lewbés contri

several years. With the present issue, he will be stepping

down from this responsibility.
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‘?“*St We Forget

ONE HUNDREDYEARSAGO

1905: Journey to Palestine

N November and December of 1905, the main at-

tention of people at Shiloh was centered on Coronet
and her second voyage to Palestine. She had set out
much earlier, but she arrived off Jaffa December 16
after a fast but rough voyage, and the weather was far
from pleasant, even there. The ship’s company had to
wait four full days for wind and sea to moderate
enough to send a boat ashore! But eventually the
weather subsided, and for the first time, some of her

passengers were able to set foot on the “Land of De-
sire.”

For one young lady, Jeanie Dart, it was so spiritu-
ally intoxicating, that she set the experience to song:
“The Glad Song in Zion,” she called it. Its words were
insightful and prophetic, entirely in tune with the spirit
of the Scriptures foretelling the joy of the Millennial
condition in that same land.

The Glad Song in Zion

We have come to the Land where all sighing flees away,
For each day seems a heaven on earth;

Here in Zionds height we sing on
And our hearts lack no gladness or mirth.

Chorus:

| am glad to be here, | am glad to be here;

Il n Godds HoAl/yl elJaamida, [ 6m here!
Thereds | ove in my heart for ever
|l 6m so glad, oh, so glad, to be h
Now at | ast weodre built into the
Adorned with our timbrels of praise;

In the dance we go forth with a merry heart and voice o}

Our glad Alleluias we raise.

How He satiates our souls! We have corn, wine and oil,
And God makes us like gardens so fair;

There is nothing but joy growing in this holy soill o}
No land with this one can compare.
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FIFTY YEARSAGO

1955: Jerusalem Again

ALF a century later, “Beulah” was once more in

the crosshairs of God’s plan for Kingdom travel-
ers. Rev. V. P. Abram and six others took a total of
five weeks traveling from the extreme north of the bib-
lical borders, to the south, spending time in what is
now Lebanon and Jordan, as well as what then was
brand new “Israel.” The Israeli war of independence
had occurred just seven years earlier.

Using diaries and memory, they published an ac-
count of their visit later that year. We include a short
extract below, taken from The StandardNovember,
1955, covering their stay in Jerusalem the previous
spring. Their experiences, and more, their reactions to
the “situation” on the ground are strikingly familiar.
They were far from the starry-eyed attitude that mis-
took all Jewish dynamism and intensity for the fulfill-
ment of prophecy. Instead, as we do now, they recog-
nized that modern “Israel” could only be a partial ful-
fillment of the prophecies of the Return; and most of
those who had returned were far from the God-fearing,
worshiping saints foretold in Scripture. Still, the trav-
elers were excited and grateful to see the Land being
reclaimed. Their words follow:

“Perhaps the reader had best be reminded
here that the line separating the two states which
now occupy the main portion of the Land of
Promise passes along the west wall of the ancient
city. Nearly all of the modern city of Jerusalem is
held by the Jews, while the walled portion, in-
cluding most of the sacred sites, is under the Ar-
abs. There is a no-man’s-land that runs along just
outside of the west wall and some distance both
to the north and the south of the walled city.
Freedom of movement is allowed under both
governments, but it is not wise to get too close to
this no-man’s-land....

“We preferred to make our excursions on our
own, going where we chose and devoting our
attention to the things which were most im-
portant to us. By observing a due measure of wis-
dom and caution we encountered no difficulty,
although all visitors were not so fortunate. The
day we crossed from Arab to Israel territory a
young American tourist was shot to death but a
short distance from where we ourselves had
walked. He had strayed into no-man’s-land, and
apparently received neither warning nor consid-
eration....

“We have fellowship with many others in
looking for the return of Jesus Christ to the earth,
but in a special way do our hearts burn with ex-
pectation as we brood over Jerusalem, the Holy
City. It was holy in the past because of the pres-
ence of Jehovah. It is holy to us today in spite of
its filth, foulness and false religion, because here
was wrought out our redemption. But far more
shall it be holy in the future as the fullness of the
restoration makes it finally “Jerusalem, the joy of
all the earth.” For it is from this city, purged and
purified, that the righteous rule of the Master
shall go forth over the whole earth, and then we
will have the only possible basis for United Na-
tions.” =

Dung Gate, 1955
Photo by V. P. Abram

Dung Gate2003. Photo by Craig Sandford
Straight inside is the Western Wall Plaza, below.

Plaza from a distance, 1950.
Note dense buildings, and
the gray Dome of the Rock.

Photo by V. PAbram q

&

Wall Plaza opened up. Photo by Craig Sandford, 2003
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*I Our Nations’ Christian Heritage

The Culture War

As Christians (in the full spiritual and intellectual sense) living in

a society that prides itself in increasing secularism, we operate in a con-
stant tension. Secular pressure includes the postmodern demand to di-
vorce the State from any connection with or dependency on traditional
(much less Biblical) religion. This stance is not even close to the founding
ideals of this nation.

Two recent critics have asserted that the Constitution itself is a secu-
lar document. But a closer look will not support that thesis. The follow-

ing
Consti

materi al i s
tuti

guoted
on?:

or condensed
A Response to

Kramni ck

which appeared inwww.wallbuilders.com/resourcesand is used here by

permission.

N their provocative polemic

The Godless Constitution: The
Case Against Religious Cor-

rectness (W. W. Horton,
1996), Cornell University profes-
sors Isaac Kramnick and R. Lau-
rence Moore argue that the God-
fearing framers of the U. S. Consti-
tution “created an utterly secular
state” unshackled from the intoler-
ant chains of religion. They pur-
portedly find evidence for this the-
sis in the constitutional text, which
they describe as radically
“godless” and distinctly secular.
Their argument ... is superficial
and misleading.

There were, indeed, anti-
Federalist critics of the Constitu-
tion who complained bitterly that
the document’s failure to invoke
the Deity and include explicit
Christian references indicated, at
best, indifference or, at worst, hos-

The Constit
deferred to the states
on all matters
regarding religion
and devotion
to God.

ut

tility toward Christianity. This
view, however, did not prevail in
the battle to ratify the Constitution.
The professors’ inordinate reliance
on the Constitution’s most vocifer-
ous critics to describe and define
that document results in mislead-
ing, if not erroneous, conclusions.
Furthermore, like the extreme anti-

24 TIMES OF RESTORATION ™ NOVEMBER/DECEMBER AUGUST 2005

Federalists of 1787, the professors
misunderstand the fundamental
nature of the federal regime and its
foundinﬁ charter.

" hdTu. § Constitution’s lack
of a Christian designation had little
to do with a radical secular agenda.
Indeed it had little to do with reli-
gion at all. The Constitution was
silent on the subject of God and
religion because there was a con-
sensus that, despite the framers’
personal beliefs, religion was a
matter best left to the individual
citizens and their respective state
governments (and most states in
the founding era retained some
form of religious establishment).
The Constitution, in short, can be
fairly characterized as “godless” or
secular only insofar as it deferred
to the states on all matters regard-
ing religion and devotion to God.

Relationships between religion

from Da
and



and civil government were defined
1n most state constitutions, and the
framers believed it would be inap-
propriate for the federal govern-
ment to encroach upon or usurp
state jurisdiction in this area. State
and local governments, not the
federal regime, it must be empha-
sized, were the basic and vital po-
litical units of the day. Thus, it was
fitting that the people expressed
religious preferences and affiliation
through state and local charters.

The professors find further
evidence for a godless Constitution
in the Article VI religious test ban.
Here, too, they misconstrue the
historical record. Their argument
rests on the false premise that, in
the minds of the framers, support
for the Article VI ban was a repu-
diation of state establishments of
religion and a ringing endorsement
of a radically secular polity. The
numerous state constitutions writ-
ten between 1776 and 1787 in
which sweeping religious liberty
and nonestablishment provisions
coexisted with religions test oaths
confirm the poverty of this as-
sumption. The founding genera-
tion, in other words, generally did
not regard such measures as in-
compatible.... The fact that reli-
gious tests accorded with popular
wishes is confirmed by their inclu-
sion in the vast majority of revolu-
tionary era state constitutions.

The professors also blithely
ignore Article I, Section 2 of the
U. S. Constitution, which deferred
to state qualifications for the elec-
tors of members of the U. S. House
of Representatives. This provision
is significant, since the constitu-
tional framers of 1787 knew that in
some states—such as South Caroli-
na—the requisite qualifications for

The fact that
religious tests
accorded
with popular
wishes
is confirmed
by their
inclusion
in the
vast majority
of revolutionary
era state
constitutions.

suffrage included religious be-
lief.... In other words, support for
the Article VI ban was driven in
part by a desire to preserve and
defend the instruments of
“religious establish-
ment” (specifically, religious test
oaths) that remained in the
states....

The Godless Constitution
lack of clear documentation is a
disappointment. In order to exam-
ine the book’s thesis more fully, I
attempted to document the claims
and quotations in the second chap-
ter, which sets forth the case that
the “principal architects of our na-
tional government envisioned a
godless Constitution and a godless
politics.” It was readily apparent
why the authors, who live in the
world of footnotes, avoided them
in this tract. The book is replete

with misstatements or mischarac-
terizations of fact and garbled quo-
tations. For example, the profes-
sors conflate two separate sections
of the New York Constitution of
1777 to support the claim that it
“self-consciously repudiated
tests” (p. 31). Contrary to this as-
sertion, neither constitutional sec-
tion expressly mentions religious
tests and, indeed, test oaths were
retained in the laws of New York
well into the nineteenth century....

The book illustrates what is
pejoratively called “law office his-
tory.” That is, the authors, imbued
with the adversary ethic, selective-
ly recount facts, emphasizing data
that support their own preposses-
sions and minimizing significant
facts that complicate or conflict
with their biases. The professors
warn readers of this on the second
page when they describe their
book as a “polemic” that will “lay
out the case for one” side of the
debate on the important “role of
religion in public and political
life.”

The suggestion that the U. S.
Constitution is godless because it
makes only brief mention of the
Deity and Christian custom is su-
perficial and misguided. Professors
Kramnick and Moore succumb to
the temptation to impose twentieth-
century values on eighteenth-
century text. Their book is less an
honest appraisal of history than a
partisan tract.... They frankly state
their desire that this polemic will
rebut the “Christian nation” rheto-
ric of the religious right. Unfortu-
nately, their historical analysis is
as specious as the rhetoric they
[attempt to] criticize. =

L. Daniel Driesbach is an associ-

ate professor at American Universit

in Washington, DC. Used in the Wall-
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) Beulah

“He Loveth the Tribes”

by Jean S. Dart, edited by TOR

For our final installment in this space, we describe the last Tribes (eleven and
twelve, in their birth order), Joseph and Benjamin. As most Bible students will

recal |, Josephos

sons

were el evated to t

tribes in their own right. This brings the total to thirteen in all, and the present
installment will include the final three: Ephraim, Manasseh, and Benjamin. The
sons of Joseph are considered to be influential in England (Ephraim) and the
United States (Manasseh), while Benjamin is thought to be present in Belgium and
Normandy. God knows just who and where they are, to the last child. He has them

i n His constant
these tribes,
This is not

car e,
t aki

mer e
now. If our faith will have it so, it is going on tod&ya n d

t her e
on Mt .
The
Godods

and one day
ng their place
Afeschatol ogy. o
since

turned our attention this way, what better calling could we have than to pray for
this? Those with eyes to see and hearts to bebfietlat is those with visiod know
that these matters are vital in the plan of God for the last days. There appears to be

a direct connect.i
multitudeo of t he
To our knees,

on

t hen!

bet ween this

redeemed.
Let 6s

adopt the

author, as we conclude this good prayer campaign f003.

BENJAMIN—“Son of the right hand”

The youngest son of Jacob and the second of
Rachel, Benjamin was the only son born in Canaan.
His birth occurred a short distance from Bethlehem,
and he seems to have been his father’s favorite, next to
Joseph. “Son of the right hand” he called him at birth
and promised that in days to come, Benjamin would
firaven as the wolf; in the morning he shall devour the
prey, and at night he shall divide the spoil” (Genesis
48:25).

Moses added that Benjamin would “dwell in
safety by Him: and Jehovah shall cover him, all the
day long, and he shall dwell between his
shoulders” (Deuteronomy 33:12).

It’s interesting to note that on the return from
captivity, Benjamites settled in Galilee, accounting for
the conclusion that many if not all the Twelve
Disciples were from Benjamin. So was the apostle
Paul, by his own testimony (Philippians 3:5).

Best of all, however, is that 12,000 redeemed souls
from Benjamin are being “sealed” to take their place
on Mt. Zion with the Lamb in days to come.

EPHRAIM—“Doubly Fruitful”

The name was given by his father, because he
(Joseph) had been so blessed in Egypt: “God hath
caused me to be fruitful in the land of my affliction.”
Born into the family of Egypt’s prime minister, and his
mother a princess of the land, he had the benefit of all
the culture and education that this aggressive nation
could afford. The grandeur of the mighty Nile, the
fiking of rivers,” on whose banks he played as a little
fellow, was woven into his very being. He could not
be small-sized or ignorant if he had wanted to.

These full-sized blessings would seem ample for
one tribe, but floods more were pronounced through
the marvelous comprehensive world-wide blessings
conferred upon him and his brother by Jacob and later
Moses:

fJoseph is a fruitful bough, a fruitful bough by a
fountain; his branches run over the wall. The archers
have sorely grieved him, and shot at him, and
persecuted him: But his bow abode in strength, and the
arms of his hands were made strong, by the hands of
the Mighty One of Jacob, (from thence is the shepherd,
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the stone of Israel), even by the God of thy father, who
shall help thee, and by the Almighty, who shall bless
thee, with blessings of heaven above, blessings of the
deep that coucheth beneath, blessings of the breasts,
and of the womb. The blessings of thy father have
prevailed above the blessings of my progenitors unto
the utmost bound of the everlasting hills: they shall be
on the head of Joseph, and on the crown of the head of
him that was separate from his brethren” (Genesis
49:22-26).

In the short term, these blessings resulted in
Ephraim’s occupation of some of the finest territory in
Palestine. One of the most secure, it was also easily
defendable. In the long term (down to the present) they
are manifested in the favorable situation of Great
Britain and the Commonwealth.

In Bible times, though, Ephraim was characterized
by whoredom, idolatry, envy, drunkenness, and such,
but in the far-off land of the future comes Jehovah’s
message, “There is hope in thine end.... For since |
spake against him, I do earnestly remember him still. I
will surely have mercy upon him, saith Jehovah.” As a
Christian nation, Ephraim enjoyed the “good will of
Him who dwelt in the Bush.” But today, there is sore
need for repentance.

Still, the gospel will save, and save to the
uttermost, until 12,000 of Ephraim’s sons and
daughters pass under the angel’s seal, singing a song
no other man can sing, except souls who have had like
experiences.

MANASSEH—“Forgetting”

Like Ephraim, Manasseh grew up with advantages
educationally and socially that the sons of Jacob knew
nothing of, and he shared in the blessings of Ephraim
recounted above. In the Land of Promise, his territory
included the hills of Gilead to the east, as well as a
wide swath on the west of Jordan reaching as far as the
seacoast. The tribe distinguished themselves in support
of King David at Ziklag, joining others from east of
Jordan in a huge contingent of 120,000 troops.

After the Exile, together with their brethren, the
descendants of Manasseh were lost to themselves and
to each other, but reached the British Isles at last.
There the Lord spoke comfortably to their hearts,
reconciling them back to Himself through the Passover
Lamb.

From there, according to the blessing on Joseph,
Manasseh seems to have “run over the wall” to the
land of his independence in America. There he has
become not a multitude of commonwealth nations like
Ephraim, but a great people within their own
borders—a land also enjoying the “good will of Him

who dwelt in the Bush,” a shelter to every nationality
under the sun.

Together let’s believe Godfor Manasseh’s 12,000
peerless ones, knowing that they are being stamped
with Divinity—free to do their part of the tremendous
work of getting the great multitude which no man can
number out of all nations, kindreds, people, and
tongues. (See Revelation 7:2-4, 6, 9-17).
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Regarding the prayer campaign of 1943 which
gave rise to the series we’ve just concluded, Blanche
Craig, one of the prayer warriors at the time,
composed these verses, intended to be sung to the tune
of “I Have Found a Friend in Jesus.” May we enter
into the same confident zeal and see their faith brought
up to date.

Let us pray now all together, commissioned now
are we

To prepare the Bride of Jesus for the time

When the angel comes to seal them, those “servants of
our God.”

He is gathering out this company sublime.

Anointed with the Spirit, 12,000 precious sons,

With Divinity are truly stamped today;

What a miracle from Heaven before our very eyes,

Jesus’ Bride is getting ready in this way.

Chorus:

Oh, long the King has waited in expectation there

That the time would come to seal His very own.

And His joy is overflowing, as the work is going on

That will make them “without fault before the
Throne.”

All we have is in this battle—no sparing of ourselves,

As we fight the fight and gain the victory;

For it means a countless number to wave their palms
on high,

And the groaning stopped for all humanity.

Since starting on this mission, 12,000 every month,

How our souls take on enlargement day by day!

For He gives us fresh renewing, His fullness we
receive,

And these princes changed forever as we pray!

Chorus

As priests before Jehovah, made perfect by the Blood,
We take His rights in every single one;

Our God is moving swiftly, and surely by His grace,
We will worship Him till all the work is done! =
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Thank You, Lord

Some thank the Lord for friends and home,
For mercies sure and sweet;

But | would praise Him for His grace

In prayer | would repeat:

=

Thank you, Lord, for saving my soul,
Thank you, Lord, for making me whole;
Thank you, Lord, for giving to me

Thy great salvation so rich and free.
Seth Sykes

28 TIMES OF RESTORATION ¥ NOVEMBER/DECEMBER AUGUST 2005



