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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

TIMES OF RESTORATION proclaims
the glad news that the “restoration of
all things” promised in the books of
Matthew and Acts is under way. We
are now living in the climactic times
“whereof God spake by the mouth of
His holy prophets that have been from
of old” (Acts 3:21). The Christianity of
the Early Church with its intense reali-
ty with God, its fervent love for Christ,
its expectancy of His return, and its
absolute submission to the Holy Spirit
has been restored. The return of Je-
sus Christ is imminent, and it is our
privilege to prepare the way of the
Lord by practicing now the way of life
that will prevail during the Millennium.

This publication aims to define
and encourage that way of life, as
understood by the Christian move-
ment known as The Kingdom. (A
Statement of Faith is available upon
request.) It is a humble and holy way,
based on practice of the whole Bible
and an acute responsiveness to the
leadings of the Holy Spirit. Our prayer
is that the paper will strengthen, chal-
lenge and edify all earnest Christians.

TIMES OF RESTORATION (ISSN
0740-9680) is published six times a
year by The Kingdom Christian Minis-
tries, Dublin, NH 03444. Yearly mate-
rial costs are $7.00. Donations are
accepted, but subscriptions are free
by writing to The Kingdom Christian
Ministries, PO Box 445, Dublin, NH
03444-0445. Scripture quotations are
usually from the American Standard
Version.
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“All Holy Lsiving”

S we have noted before, in the face of the widespread social decay which

threatens to overwhelm us, true devotion, meaning true holiness, is desperately
needed. It is a beautiful and attractive thing. We were designed for this, and there’s
something inside that yearns for it.

But it is serious business: something must be shaken off if we’re going to
survive, and something else must be put on. There is no time for “business as
usual”—there’s a war on. There’s a war on right where we live—and we’ll end up
as either victors or vanquished. There are no mere spectators.

With corruption flung at us from every side—in the face of outright
abominations actually being promoted by government in ways that horrify—what’s
the point of being apparently “picky”? Shouldn’t we be going after the big-ticket
items? The point is, however, that it’s hard sometimes to distinguish the big-ticket
from the minor. And even when we think we can, who’s to say the minor is
unimportant? Jesus, we recall, chastised the Pharisees for neglecting the majors
(“These ye ought to have done”), but He insisted on the importance of the minors as
well: (“and not to have left the other undone™).

So it is with the simple matter of personal manners—etiquette: it is
fundamentally a scriptural concept, and it ought not to be “left undone” by us
Christians. The world has largely forsaken it? Very well, we take it up—but not to
be contrarian; rather we embrace it with a heart desire to please the God we serve by
showing His love to our neighbors.

When it comes to the corruption of the flesh, things get a little clearer. But even
so, social mores and centuries of habit cannot be allowed to dictate Christian
behavior. If we take Scripture seriously (and we do), then it means something pretty
practical to “present your bodies a living sacrifice,” becoming “transformed” rather
than “conformed.”

Let’s be at it. <>
—FEditor
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Why Bother with Manngrs?

by Kim C. Berry, Hampton, Georgia

Putting the flesh to a deserving death can be tough.
But some social customs are designed to help.

HY are manners

important? Are they

simply contrived

social  conventions
that change with time and cultural
setting, or do they have their roots
in the Word of God? If etiquette
inspires men to please others and
avoid giving them offense, then it
fulfills the law of God. The second
greatest commandment according
to our Savior is, “Thou shalt love
thy neighbor as thyself” (Matthew
22:39). Politeness and courtesy are
external demonstrations of honor
and respect for friends, relatives,
and even strangers—all of whom
can come under the definition of
“neighbors.” By deference to their
comforts and preferences we
inconvenience ourselves, if neces-
sary, to further their happiness.
And so we should: Paul tells the
Colossians to “Put on ... a heart of
compassion, kindness, lowliness,
meekness, longsuffering (Colos-
sians 3:12).

With such an attitude in short
supply today, I found inspiration in
some older sources. In 1866 Louis
Martine’s Handbook of Etiquette
was published and widely
circulated in America. According
to Martine, “politeness does not

have as its goal flattery and
deception for the purpose of
winning approval, rather true

civility displays sincere and open

“God
first,
others
segceond,
['m
third.”

conduct founded on moral
principle.” For the Christian, this
moral principle is grounded in
Biblical precepts. We are
admonished by the example of
Paul to have “a conscience void of
offence toward God and men
always” (Acts 24:16). He also tells
the church in Rome, “In love of the
brethren be tenderly affectioned
one to another; in honor preferring
one another” (12:10) and to “Take
thought for things honorable in the
sight of all men” (12:17). This is
not mere self-flagellation. As
Martine points out, manners are all
about considering the welfare and
comfort of others, and therefore
they are indispensable to the well-
being of society. And, he adds,
beyond concern for our neighbor’s
simple well-being, “etiquette en-
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ables society to protect itself
against offenses that the law
cannot touch.” (Martine, p. 5).

Our carnal nature is eminently
selfish and is not inclined to
consider the welfare and comfort
of others or accommodate their
feelings and wishes. It takes effort
and discipline to develop habits of
courtesy and civility. The Scrip-
tures admonish us to “Walk in
love, even as Christ also loved
you, and gave Himself up for
us” (Ephesians 5:2). We are hereby
exhorted to give ourselves up for
others. In practical terms, this may
mean taking time to chat between
our personal errands, responding to
e-mails (though not necessarily
those forwarded jokes and
anecdotes which themselves often
impolitely impose on our time!), or
fixing dinner on a Saturday during
treasured convention times. I have
often found helpful the YMCA
motto I learned at summer camp as
a child: “God first, others second,
I’m third.” “I’m third” was promi-
nently displayed throughout the
campground. Sometimes it still
comes to my remembrance when
I’m tempted to cut in line in traffic,
take the next available cashier at
the store before others can
respond, or capture the last piece
of pie at the church supper.

Even how we talk can have an
effect. Martine pointed out that the



phrase, “I do not know” may be
offensive by the tone and manner
in which it’s delivered. This re-
minded me of an incident a few
months ago when a friend of mine
had car trouble. I went searching
for someone who could find a
cable to jumpstart the car. The first
man [ asked was apparently on an
errand and answered my inquiry
by tossing out a quick “I don’t
know.” It seemed to me by his tone
and manner that he did not even
care. I was more offended by his
indifference than by the fact that I
didn’t get the help or was not at
least shown someone else who
might help. His lack of concern
and obvious preoccupation with
his own needs at the time was
irritating. “Rudeness is not a fixed
and inherent vice of the mind, but
the result of other vices. It springs
from vanity, ignorance, laziness,
stupidity, jealousy, and
inattention.” (Martine, p. 10.)

If you would be charming in
conversation, become a good
listener. Silence gives others the
opportunity to share their experi-
ences and perspective. Thoughtful
attention to what someone else has
to say is more flattering than
compliments or following a story
with a similar (and, we hope,
better) tale. “Let each one of us
please his neighbor for that which
is good, unto edifying. For Christ
also pleased not himself” (Romans
15: 1-3). “A gentleman never
speaks of himself at all.... A good
conversationalist does not display
his own wit and intelligence; rather
he draws forth the resources of
others.” (Martine, p. 15).

Philip Dormer Stanhope, 4th
Earl of Chesterfield, was born in
1694 and died in 1773. He wrote
letters of advice to his son Philip
on proper etiquette that are often
quoted in the Handbook by
Martine. (Ken Baron recently pub-
lished Lord Chesterfield’s letters

under the title Dear Boy.) Lord
Chesterfield wrote, “We are so
made, we love to be pleased better
than to be informed.... Take my
word upon it that success depends
much more upon manner than
matter.” Lord Chesterfield then
went on to a fine point,
characterizing an absent-minded
man as unfit for business or
conversation. Martine added that
“Absence of mind is usually
affected, and springs in most cases
from a desire to be thought
abstracted in profound contem-

[f you
would bg
charming in
conversation,
bgcome a
good
listgner.

plations.... Many a man, who
would have made a bright
character otherwise, affects foolish
reserve, ... and in mixed assembly,
where social prattle and sincere
conversation enlivened the hearts
of the company, sits by himself
abstracted in a book. It is foolish,
and, what is worse for the
absentee, it looks so.”

Good breeding also extends
itself to protecting the privacy of
others. Last summer my husband
and I took a tour of the Burt-Stark
historical home in Abbeville,
South Carolina, hosted by two
genteel elderly ladies of the
Abbeville Historical Society.
During the tour I noticed there
were letters and personal papers
that still lay untouched in a writing
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desk belonging to the former
occupant of the home who had
passed away several years before.
She had been over 100 years old
when she died, and the letters
might have been of considerable
historical interest. When I
expressed surprise that no one had
examined them, the tour guide
remonstrated, “You wouldn’t want
anyone to look at your personal
papers, would you?” The letters
had remained undisturbed even
during the conversion of the home
and its furnishings into a historical
landmark.

The following notation in his
own handwriting was found in the
personal papers of Robert E. Lee,
who not only wrote about
Christian charity, but also lived it
as a model gentleman. “The
manner in which an individual
enjoys certain advantages over
others is a test of a true gentleman.
The power which the strong have
over the weak, the magistrate over
the citizen, the employer over the
employed, the educated over the
unlettered, the experienced over
the confiding, even the clever over
the silly—the forbearing or
inoffensive use of all this power or
authority, or a total abstinence
from it when the case admits it,
will show the gentleman in a plain
light. The gentleman does not
needlessly and unnecessarily
remind an offender of a wrong he
may have committed against him.
He cannot only forgive, he can
forget; and he strives for that
nobleness of self and mildness of
character which impart sufficient
strength to let the past be but the
past. A true man of honor feels
humbled himself when he cannot
help humbling others.” These
words from a truly noble
gentleman himself simply echo the
gentle ways of God: “Blessed is he
whose transgression is forgiven,
whose sin is covered.” (Psalm

X TIMES OF RESTORATION 5



32:1). He not only forgives, He
covers. By our kindness in
overlooking a past wrong, we have
the power to bless others in a way
that reflects the divine.

In a final area, deeply contrary
to devotees of women’s so-called
“rights,” Lord Chesterfield advised
his son, “Civility is particularly
due to all women; and, remember,
that no provocation whatsoever
can justify any man in not being
civil to every woman; and the
greatest man would justly be
reckoned a brute if he were not
civil to the meanest woman.”
Martine then added practical
guidelines: “Never allow a lady to
get a chair for herself, ring a bell,
pick up a handkerchief or glove
she may have dropped, or in short,
perform any service for herself
which you can perform for her,
when you are in the room. By
extending such courtesies to your
mother, sisters, or other members
of your family, they become
habitual, and are thus more
gracefully performed when
abroad.”

Lord Chesterfield’s and
Martine’s admonitions are simply
an echo of Peter the apostle: “Ye
husbands, in like manner, dwell
with your wives according to
knowledge, giving honor unto the
woman, as unto the weaker vessel,
as being also joint-heirs of the
grace of life; to the end that your
prayers be not hindered. Finally,
be ye all likeminded, compassion-
ate, loving as brethren, tender-
hearted, humble minded: not
rendering evil for evil, or reviling
for reviling; but contrariwise
blessing; for hereunto were ye
called, that ye should inherit a
blessing” (1 Peter 3:7-9). Such are
the Scriptural foundations for
“good manners.” <

Kim and her husband George are
glad to be part of the church family at
Open Door Chapel in McDonough.

The Call to
Prigstly tlolingss

by J.H.L., Fredericksburg, Virginia

The priestly office includes a call to higher standards.

N days to come, the Bible

teaches, there will be those

called as priests, reigning with

Christ for a thousand years.
“Blessed and holy is he that hath
part in the first resurrection: over
these the second death hath no
power; but they shall be priests of
God and of Christ, and shall reign
with him a thousand years”
(Revelation 20:6). Though for the
future, the idea is very old.
Throughout the Bible, God re-
ferred to His people in priestly
terms, enduing them with the role
of intercessors and leaders among
the nations. It is amazing that one
day we, too, will be “priests of
God” to reign with Him in the
coming Kingdom!

Being a priest is a high calling.
It is referred to over and over again
in the Bible in terms of holiness—
that holiness which includes
separation from the world and unto
God. To be a priest has always
involved separating oneself from
anything that might impair the
ability to serve Him effectively. In
the book of Leviticus, God spoke
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directly to Aaron the high priest
with a great many instructions as
to how he and his sons should
conduct themselves in their duties.
One of them has impressed me
both for its prohibition and its
purpose: “Drink no wine nor
strong drink, thou, nor thy sons
with thee, when ye go into the tent
of meeting, that ye die not: it shall
be a statute for ever throughout
your generations: and that ye may
make a distinction between the
holy and the common, and
between the wunclean and the
clean” (Leviticus 10:8-11).

The duties of a priest
necessitated maintaining an ability
to make these distinctions—a duty
so important that Aaron and the
priests that followed him were
prohibited from imbibing anything
that would lead to error in making
them. Others were not so
restricted, but the priests were
called to a higher standard.

I remember when I was a boy
growing up in the Catholic Church
that from time to time during
Sunday School the youngsters in



our class were asked to consider
whether God might be calling us to
a vocation as priests some day. It
made me nervous to consider the
possibility, because I could only
think of all the things I would have
to give up if I were to become a
priest. The call to chastity and
poverty and utter separation to
God was more than my mind could
accept.

It’s ironic that now I accept
with gladness the true priestly role
to which God has called me. This
priestly role is really for all
Christians, and the apostle Peter
offers quite a lot of teaching about
it: “Ye also, as living stones, are
built up a spiritual house, to be a
holy priesthood, to offer up
spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to
God through Jesus Christ.... But
ye are an elect race, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, a people
for [God’s] own possession, that
ye may show forth the excellencies
of Him who called you out of
darkness into His marvelous
light.... Beloved, I beseech you as
sojourners and pilgrims, to abstain
from fleshly lusts, which war
against the soul” (1 Peter 2:5, 9—
12).

As priests, he says, we are
called to “abstain from fleshly
lusts.” Peter does not specifically
list them, nor does he provide a
checklist to follow. Perhaps for
each person today the list might
vary to some degree. But we
should note that the purpose of his
command is to maintain seemly
behavior and to give the enemy no
opportunity to speak evil of the
priests of God.

Recently while visiting
Jerusalem, I was struck by how
incongruous it seemed when I saw
an Orthodox priest in full regalia
walking down the narrow alleys of
the Old City and smoking a
cigarette. For a man who clearly
had devoted his life (outwardly at

least) to the service of his God to
engage in an activity so closely
associated in our culture with
fleshly desire, seemed bizarre.

The lesson is clear. Inasmuch
as we are even now, in Peter’s
words, “a royal priesthood, a holy
nation,” we need to be careful not
to behave in any way that would
mar our witness. In the Scripture
above, he refers to God’s people as
“sojourners.” Indeed he was
writing this epistle specifically to
the diaspora, Israclites who had

The call
to holingss
megans
to be
sgparatg
rom
the world,
both
in spirit
and beghavior.

spread across the various provinces
of Asia. But in a real sense we are
all sojourners in this world, called
to be separate from its ways and to
be true to God and His Kingdom,
even though the society in which
we live may have standards that
are very different from our own.
The call to holiness means to
be separate from the world, both in
spirit and behavior. This doesn’t
mean that once we become
Christians we will no longer have
the desires of the flesh, but rather
that it becomes our responsibility
to bring our fleshly nature to heel
under the power of the Holy Spirit.
“I buffet my body,” wrote the
apostle Paul, “and bring it into
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bondage: lest by any means, after
that I have preached to others, |
myself should be rejected” (1
Corinthians 9:27).

Someone once said that it took
God only a few days to get His
people out of Egypt, but 40 years
to get Egypt out of His people. It
doesn’t have to take a long time to
reject those worldly activities that
impair our ability to serve God as
priests, but it is a lifetime process
for each of us to grow in sanc-
tification and holiness.

Our call to holiness today has
the additional practical purpose of
making us attentive to the Lord’s
return. Luke’s Gospel contains the
following solemn warning: “But if
that servant shall say in his heart,
My lord delayeth his coming; and
shall begin to beat the menservants
and the maidservants, and to eat
and drink, and to be drunken; the
lord of that servant shall come in a
day when he expecteth not, and in
an hour when he knoweth not, and
shall cut him asunder, and appoint
his portion with the unfaith-
ful” (Luke 12:45-47).

It is significant that the
passage talks about the behavior of
a “servant,” someone whose life is
devoted to the service of his
Master. The servant is aware of
what is expected of him, yet
chooses to follow his fleshly
desires regardless. As a result, he
is found wanting and inattentive
upon the return of his Master. In
particular the passage singles out
the behavior of drunkenness as a
fleshly trap into which the servant
flings himself. And a few chapters
later, Jesus plainly speaks of the
dangers of the flesh along these
same lines: “But take heed to
yourselves, lest haply your hearts
be overcharged with surfeiting,
and drunkenness, and cares of this
life, and that day come on you
suddenly as a snare” (Luke 21:3).

It is a well-known fact that an
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alcoholic who becomes “sober”
can never again allow himself a
single drink, lest he suffer a
relapse and immediately succumb
to the temptation he has worked so
hard to overcome. It is doubtful
that any alcoholic sets out early in
life with the goal of becoming an
alcoholic, yet through a series of
choices, he yielded more and more
to the flesh until the liquor won
complete control over his body. In
making choices about our own
behavior along the lines of
holiness, it is important to bear in
mind the many reminders in
Scripture of the dangers of
drinking. As “sojourners” in a
fallen world, and bearing the God-
given role of priests, we are called
to a holy standard—one that ab-
stains from fleshly lusts that “war

against the soul.”

This is not the place to assert
whether for a Christian drinking
would be a “sin”; in a way, that’s a
side-issue. But in our -culture,
where nearly all restraint has been
cast aside, drinking has become a
major stumbling block—for
Christians and non-Christians
alike. Speaking for myself, it
seems the safest path is to shun
alcohol altogether, even though the
Gospel may technically grant me
liberty to partake. Also, as one
who was formerly ensnared by that
particular fleshly desire (though
not an alcoholic), I heed Peter’s
warning in his second epistle:

“For if, after they have
escaped the defilements of the
world through the knowledge of
the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ,

they are again entangled therein
and overcome, the last state is
become worse with them than the
first.... It has happened unto them
according to the true proverb, The
dog turning to his own vomit
again, and the sow that had washed
to wallowing in the mire” (2 Peter
2:20-22).

Bottom line: holiness is really
very practical. Our call is to
present our bodies as a “living
sacrifice, holy, acceptable to
God” (Romans 12:1). In following
this call, let us heed the warnings
of Scripture, maintaining an
attitude of watchfulness, func-
tioning as discerning priests to
God, and being always ready for
the day of the Master’s return. <>

A father of four, John works with
a defense consulting firm near
Washington, D.C.

So let our lips and lives express
The holy gospel we profess;

So let our works and virtues shine,
To prove the doctrine all divine.

Thus shall we best proclaim abroad
The honors of our Savior God,
When His salvation reigns within,
And grace subdues the power of sin.

Our flesh and sense must be denied,
Passion and envy, lust and pride;

While justice, temperance, truth and love
Our inward piety approve.

—Ilsaac Watts
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This World for Christ

b

India

ITH 1.2 billion people, India is second only to

China in population. There are 4,635 people
groups in India, speaking more than 2,000 languages.
About every 16 miles, the dialect and local customs
typically change. The majority of Indians are Hindus,
with a large Muslim population as well. Only about
two percent of the people are Christian, but that num-
ber is growing, as 6,000 to 7,000 people turn to Christ
every day.

Christian persecution is a serious issue. In January
1999, Hindu extremists murdered Australian mission-
ary Graham Staines and his two young boys. A recent
wave of attacks in the eastern state of Orissa, India,
has resulted in vandalism against church buildings, the
assault of a Catholic nun, and the burning of Bibles,
Christian books, and an effigy of Jesus. Orissa is most-
ly Hindu and is ruled by the nationalist Hindu Bharati-
ya Janata Party, which strongly opposes the conver-
sion of Hindus to Christianity or Buddhism. Along
with two other Indian states, Orissa has passed anti-
conversion legislation, requiring those who wish to
convert from Hinduism to obtain written permission
from the local magistrate.

Eight Christian women in Orissa, including two 15
-year-olds, were dragged out of their homes by Hindu
extremists, some of whom were their own relatives
trying to force them to renounce their faith. When the
women refused, they were beaten, stripped and forced
to walk through their village, before having their heads
shaved. When they were later threatened again, they
fled their homes with their families to seek refuge in
an evangelical Church. When interviewed on Indian
television, they said their faith was strong and they
would not re-convert to Hinduism. Reports in the area
say that Hindu extremists are actively trying to “create
awareness about the evils of Christianity.”

Christians in India were denied their request from
government officials for the same rights of job and

Compiled by Lewis Hansen, Dublin, New Hampshire

educational placements that Hindus and those of other
religions are given. The Dalit (a Hindu designation
that means “oppressed”) Christians of India have been
seeking these rights for many years, as thousands of
Christian Dalits face continued persecution and are
considered the lowest level of society. In many villag-
es, Dalit women are terribly mistreated, being raped,
burned, and murdered.

With all this already occurring, Christians in India
are concerned about the increasing government pres-
sure by Hindu groups, including the ruling BJP party.
With the April 2004 elections, the BJP is hoping to
increase its grasp on power, aiming toward the two-
thirds majority required to change the country's consti-
tution. Already, militant Hindu influence has been in-
creasing in areas such as the media, school curriculum,
and anti-conversion laws in several states.

“It doesn’t matter what continent or what culture,
the request we hear most often from suffering Chris-
tians is, ‘Please pray for us!’” says Dr. Carl A.
Moeller, president of Open Doors USA.

Please Pray:

That Christians and other religious minorities in
India will be free to practice their religion.

That international opinion will put pressure on the
Indian government to increase the protection of reli-
gious rights.

That God will give all refugee families wisdom as
to when (and if) they should return to their villages.

For grace in time of persecution.

That Indians will come to know Jesus.

For emotional and physical healing for mistreated
women.

That Christian leaders addressing such allegations
will do so in a Christ-like manner. <

Sources: Compass Direct 12/31/03 and 2/18/04; Perse-
cution & Prayer Alert 12/3/03, 2/18/04, and 2/25/04.
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////_Family Foundations

A Holy Family

Notes on Successful Family Life—Part 11

In our last issue we included remarks from a talk given by Victor
Abram at the Feast of Tabernacles held at Fairwood 40 years ago. In
this issue we are continuing with selections from that talk about suc-
cessful family life. May they be richly used of the Spirit to help us all in
holding fast to godly principles.

Act as God’s Agent

Raising godly children takes
more time than most parents want
to put out, but a few minutes spent
this way when children are young
will mean years of peace and har-
mony later on. That’s part of the
process of having families what
they ought to be.

Keep in mind, too, that anger
is no substitute for taking time.
The Bible says that “the wrath of
man does not work the righteous-
ness of God.” I can get ever so an-
gry about something that is actual-
ly evil and ought to be rectified,
but my injecting human irritation
into child rearing is not going to
help one little bit. It is only going
to stir up a responsive anger in the
child that adds to the problem, be-
cause your child is made of the
same substance you are and can
get just as angry as you in spite of
his smaller size.

So parental discipline has got
to be on the basis of your loyalty to
God. You must keep your own
personal irritations or incensed
feelings strictly out of it. In fact, if

you are mad about it, you had bet-
ter not touch the child at all. You’d
better wait until you get the “mad”
out of you and can punish him
with a quiet temper in the fear of
God. Otherwise you will find that
your anger and his anger will pro-
duce multiplied poison later on.

One thing that helps me in this
area is the personal memories of
how my godly mother dealt with
me. After my father’s death when |
was very young, she had to be both
father and mother to four young
children. There were times when
we all, myself included, had to
have “tannings” as we called them.
But mother never laid a stick on us
except as she did so “in the Name
of Jesus.”

I mean she did it literally—out
loud, and it added a kind of ca-
dence to the descending stick. It
didn’t make it hurt any less, but
none of us can look back on once
when our mother punished us in
anger. It was always “in the Name
of Jesus.” She said she knew the
Bible says, “foolishness is bound
up in the heart of a child, but the
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rod of correction shall drive it far
from him.” She believed that and
applied it.

I don’t mean to say that that’s
the only right way to administer a
spanking, but it’s a good way. She
knew the heat of her spirit would
do no good and that if Jesus didn’t
operate on my foolish heart, noth-
ing would be done. But she had a
right to expect that in His Name
the spanking would work. And she
was right.

Start With the Baby

People get greatly fooled and
taken in by the devil over little
children, very little children—
babies in fact. Most of us think that
when a baby is tiny why of course
it would be ridiculous to imagine
that such an infant could have any
idea of right or wrong, so conse-
quently we excuse him. Look out!
Such a sweet, innocent little thing
can become a tool in the hands of
the devil to raise hell for his moth-
er by wheedling and complaining
and fussing. Sometimes a little
sharp sensing that a naughty spirit



has come over the child (trying to
boss the whole house, sometimes)
and a stout prayer of faith can
make a huge difference. Just al-
lowing for that possibility can save
a lot of trouble.

Don’t be too sure that babies
are not smart. They soon find out
that crying in a certain way will
get them what they want, so they
proceed to push their own ends.
Then mothers are driven ragged
simply because fathers don’t have
wit enough to crack right down,
pray against the devil, and have
some peace in the house.

The devil will take advantage
of little children on the right hand
and on the left. It is part of the job
of the head of the house to detect
those things and be so close to God
that the devil makes no headway
with the children. That’s what he is
head for, to be the family’s protec-
tion. It’s his business to protect his
wife and sense when deviltry is
getting in. It’s his job to discern
when there’s abnormal confusion,
when the children are getting
saucy, and when they are taking
advantage of mother.

It should be the father’s job to
insist that when he is absent there
must be no insubordination from
the children to their mother. He
may be able to handle them well
enough when he is around, but of-
ten she is not able to. She gets
frazzled and nervous by having to
be with the thing all day long, and
the children will take advantage of
her and do what they want to do.
And perhaps when he comes home
she will complain to him and he
will say, “I don’t have any trouble
with them; they do what I tell them
to do.” Yes, they may do what you
tell them to do! You’ve been away
all day. You haven’t been around
to go through the nerve-wracking
strain and struggle of it. Your job
is to find out what’s been going on
in your absence and make sure

The surest
way
to have
God’s
favor
and
blessing
on your
 family
1s to make
your
home
a godly
one.

those children understand that they
must obey mother or they will
have father to deal with.

The juvenile inability or un-
willingness to cope with child rear-
ing is one of the reasons we de-
plore early marriages. Young peo-
ple who rush to get married before
they have had enough experience
and balance to detect what is need-
ed in child discipline are making
serious trouble in this land. It takes
some experience with life—some
maturity. Not that I or anyone has
a right to set the right age for mar-
riage. Some children mature much
sooner than others. But early mar-
riage is a real danger. The years
themselves have a way of sobering
us down, and when children have
neither home discipline nor the
discipline that comes with life’s
challenges, then they simply are
not equipped to take care of their
own children and each generation
gets worse than the last.
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Pray Together

The surest way to have God’s
favor and blessing on your family
is to make your home a godly one
where you take time to read the
Bible together and pray together. It
seems awful to me that some fami-
lies will not do it, or at least don’t
do it. They get so hurried by life or
else so lazy that they fail to get
together and have the Bible and
prayers with the children. What I
mean is to get up a little earlier if
necessary and read the Bible and
pray with those children before
they go to school. Or else take
pains to read and pray with them in
the evening or both. Morning is
usually better.

If parents won’t do that much |
don’t know how they expect their
children to get by successfully. It
is awfully easy for parents to think
of themselves first—to be selfish
by satisfying their own desires or
caring more about sleep than a
child’s welfare. The children of
such parents don’t get a square
deal; they are largely left to them-
selves, and of course there is not
much to guide them higher, so they
go lower.

It is a solemn responsibility to
conduct a child from birth to adult-
hood, to be willing to sacrifice
yourself to give him a better
chance. If the parents don’t do it,
who is going to? No minister or
Sunday School teacher can possi-
bly substitute, no matter how hard
he tries. It takes real self denial and
plain hard work. Jesus told us the
Christian life was one of denying
self, and I don't think there is any
better opportunity to practice it
than in the role of Christian par-
ents. If people do not plan on self
sacrifice they haven’t reached the
first principles of successful
parenthood—they haven’t even
started! But if you put God first in
your daily schedule and let other
matters come in where they may,
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then it is wonderful the results you
can have.

Mother Carries the Load

A poor mother sometimes
feels, “What am I doing? The same
old chores, morning to night and
night to morning—shut away and
tied up from one year’s end to an-
other.” But oh, mothers, you are
doing the right thing if you’ll give
your children all you’ve got, and
be what you ought to be to your
husbands. You are doing a job in
this world that most women simply
cannot do, yet all the world is cry-
ing out to have it done. Don’t pine,
don’t feel bad about it, don’t be
anxious to get away from it all.
When you do what you know is a
good job with your families,
you’re doing your part in this
world.

Sometimes [ think that the
mothers do the biggest part any-
way. Don’t let anybody make you
adopt the idea that you want to
shirk it because so many mothers
nowadays are half hearted. Give
your children your life. You are
evangelizing the world if you do;
you are fighting the battle for God
as it ought to be fought and right in
the hottest sector.

I know it seems everlasting,
because by the time mother gets
the children all brought up, why
then it’s the grandchildren! But
don’t complain; it’s all right; keep
the good work going; keep fighting
it through to have obedient, God-
fearing children. God started His
great plan on the basis of human
families, and in these last days He
is still thinking in terms of fami-
lies. He is turning the hearts of
children back to honoring their
parents. If we concentrate on the
family basis, we’ll find we are
working with God, and we will

come through victorious. <
To be continued, D.V.

Learning With Him

Moments at the Youth Mission

by Rachel Winzeler
(revised for publication by KMS)

Rachel Winzeler works full-time at the Good News
Mission Youth Center in Indianapolis, Indiana, where [
also volunteer weekly. These selections well describe the
youth culture of the inner city. These are the sorts of situa-
tions many teachers and youth workers across the country
face. It’s a sub-culture of our own “Christian” society that
desperately needs the Gospel of Jesus Christ. “The fields
are white unto harvest.” I trust it will challenge you to pray
and, if God should lead, go to kids in your area. —Kendra

Working at a youth center is a very interesting job.
Imagine the quirks of one kid, and multiply that by 40.
It gets pretty wild! When I come home from work, I sit
down at the computer and try to capture the great
things I never want to forget. —Rachel

February 24, 2003

I walked around with my little
marker and had a bunch of the kids
tell me how they were doing with
the Lord. This is my favorite ques-
tion: How are you and God? Are
you like this (I make the marker go
up, growing closer to God) or are
you like this (I make the marker go
down, growing away from God)?
It is so fun to see those kids stare
at that marker and think. I tell you,
it is the joy of living. So then they
either go up or down (some do this
roller coaster thing). But they are
real and they are serious about it.
With a marker. Reggie took the
marker and said he was like this:
and he dropped it. He said he just
felt so far away from God.
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February 26, 2003

The funny thing of the day:
Alan always begs to pray over the
food, and I let him: ““... and bless
this food,” he said “and let it cher-
ish our bodies, amen.” Alan did
not even know what he’d said; he
was looking around afterwards as
if to say, “What did I say?” so I
explained that cherishing was for
marriage, nourishing was for food.

March 11, 2003

Neka told me she flunked 8th
grade. This broke my heart. You
do not understand. Neka is already
almost 16 and still in 8th grade.
Her house burnt in September, and
so she had to move. And even after



she got transferred, she has not
been going to school regularly. I
asked her why. “Because I don't
got a mom. I mean, it’s not like
you want to go to school, anyway.
What are you going to do when
you don’t feel like it, and my cous-
ins just say I don't have to go any-
way? I do not have anyone pushing
me to go.” And you know what? |
understand. But it breaks me. She
feels she is too old to take 8th
grade again. Her dad had a meet-
ing with her teachers, then just told
her, “Well Neka, you might as well
get ajob.”

I spent the last few minutes
taking her home to tell her that she
needed to find out what God had
for her—why God made her. This
is not a matter of dropping out of
school, this is a matter of what
God wants for her life. She has to
hear from God that there is a rea-
son to go on trying, even if she
does not have a mom to push her.
She agreed with me. Because Ne-
ka, it is not your life, is it? “It’s
God’s life,” she said softly. She
got the picture. It hurts. It is hard. I
don’t want her to have to live like
this.

And so my tears fall fresh.
And I am so glad they do. The day
I can talk heart to heart with these
kids and not cry is the day I need
to do something drastic. God is the
answer. Always is. There is a mira-
cle waiting for Neka. This miracle
just might involve my spending a
lot of time in math and English this
summer as [ tutor her—but there is
something. There is a way, and
God knows what it is.

March 17, 2003

After most of the kids left to-
day, one of the guys decided he
was going to debate me about mu-
sic. We were very heatedly in the

discussion with my fingers point-
ing and hand on my hip when Matt
came up. “Excuse me, excuse me,
can I say something?” We stopped
to let him continue. “Boy, just let
me tell you now—she is going to
win.” And then he walked away.
That was funny. In fact, I did win.
The boy understood what 1 was
saying. You cannot take the
world’s music and use it for God.
“Well,” he said, “God gives the
talent to rap,” and I said that He
also gave the ability to murder—
did that make it right? He was a bit
surprised.

March 25, 2003

After taking the kids home I
decided to flip on the radio and
push through the stations. I never
do this because it’s all trash on
there, but this time when I listened
to a bit here and there it just killed
me. The world out there is hope-
less. There is no answer. They just
find new beats to talk about the
same old stuff.

Lamont told me his walk with
God stinks. He sat in the chair, and
as [ watched him it was as if [ saw
inside him—all the struggles, the
battles, wanting to do better and
falling again. His dad has a studio
and makes music all evening.
Sometimes he cannot even sleep
because in every room of his house
rap and other ungodly music is
blasting all the time. There is noth-
ing he can do, and he knows it is
wrong, but he naturally likes the
music. He tries to read his Bible,
but he has not been even doing that
lately. What can I say? Put in ear-
plugs?

I gave him some Scripture and
said that reading the Word cannot
be merely an option. He knows
that. But he just feels he cannot
handle this kind of pressure. It is
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just too hard. And as I flipped
through the radio, I felt it—the
pain of those musicians looking for
the light and not finding it. Of try-
ing and failing again.

The pain hurts. It is so real that
it almost seems like a cloud cover-
ing the face of God. I want so bad
to blow it away. I want to do
something. 1 did not want to let
Lamont go home again. I did not
want to sit there with my hands
tied again while I watch Satan de-
stroy the souls of my kids.

March 28, 2003

If I thought I was having a lot
of bad boys before, it was nothing
like today—I was swarmed! It was
pretty funny to see all these thugs
and druggies walking into Bible
study. What was really bad was
when Miss Lindsay (who is 75 and
helps with the computers) starts
telling them they have to move
their chairs. Now Miss Lindsay is
not the most tactful person in the
world, and these were guys that
would not even listen to their
mommas talking to them like that.
It was all 1 could do to restore
peace. And I talked with them af-
terwards, because they still needed
to respect her. But thugs? who
were not saved? At least they
came.

Chris came up all shy and all,
and he said, “I don't think I did it
right, but I talked to God today!” 1
was very proud of him. It was so
funny to see his simple insecurity
as | assured him there was no
wrong way to talk to God. I did
mention that he should not be cuss-
ing while praying, just because I
was a bit worried. He denied it
emphatically: “Hex-I-naw,” which
is ghetto for “of course not.”

One of the girls that came
from the church today slipped
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some money in my hand and said
to get something the kids needed
with it. It was so sweet of her and
was a sweet savor of sacrifice to
the Lord. I am taking her money
and adding mine to get Lamont a
personal CD player. I gave him
godly CDs, so now while his fa-
ther’s jamming rap fills the whole
house, he’ll be able to “escape” in
some way. Did I tell you he even
tried hiding in the closet from the
noise? It’s so loud it fills the whole
house.

P.S. Remember Alan, who
prayed for the food that God would
“cherish it to our bodies” instead
of “nourish”? Well, today he
prayed that it would “flourish our
bodies!” Goodness—you know it’s
the ghetto when you can’t get the
food prayer right!

April 1, 2003

I was talking to Matt B. He is
really confused right now and said
everything was totally rotten in his
life right now. I pulled Reggie into
the conversation and asked Reggie
why Matt should be saved right
now. He said because we are not
promised tomorrow, and then he
said because God can change your
life from a bad man to a glad man.
This is one of Reggie's favorite
sayings. Then Reggie went on in
simplicity—without an ounce of
pride—and said, “Look at me, you
can tell I am different, you can see
what God has done, and He can do
it for you.”

WOW, that cut me. Can I say
that? Matt understood, he agreed
with me. He said, “No doubt about
it; there is a difference in Reggie.”
He could not hide it. Is my rela-
tionship with Christ that way? That
night-and-day difference? That is a
miracle. Wow. Aren’t you smiing?

Reggie has been to jail seven

times, Boys’ School for six
months, had friends shot and killed
before his face. Reggie today is
growing, he is trying, and he’s se-
rious about the Lord—to see him
in a tie and dress pants you would
never know his past. Brandon is
still a thugger. What’s the differ-
ence? One came to God after see-
ing the world as it is; the other has
not. At least not yet. Oh, that God
would do a work!

April 5,2003

Man, the Reggie I know is not
the Reggie he used to be. He was
telling me how he robbed people at
gun point, sold drugs yet never
tried them, stole cars, and on and
on. Reggie’s turn-around is com-
plete, as (in his own words) he
said, “God just would not let me
go at camp,” and now he’s a differ-
ent person. I told Reggie he was
my hero because he did what I
never have—looked the world in
the face and denied it. He looked at
his past and said, “Me, a hero?
Never!” I looked at God’s miracu-
lous working and said, “Yes, be-
cause God is good.”

April 8, 2003

The best, most amazing thing
then happened. Ryan asked Reggie
and Lamont to talk to Christian
about being saved—because both
Ryan and I had already tried. Well,
Christian starts in with his, “I'm
too bad to be forgiven,” when Reg-
gie comes in with all of his back-
ground. Wow! Then Lamont adds
his follow-up and guess what?
Christian got saved tonight! NOW
THAT IS HOW IT IS SUPPOSED
TO BE! We teach them, then they
teach others. That is 2 Timothy
2:2. That is beautiful

14 TIMES OF RESTORATION " MAY/JUNE 2004

April 14,2003

Do you know what is incredi-
ble? I can walk outside the youth
center door, grab a kid, sit them on
the seat and say, “What’s God do-
ing in your life?”” and hear about a
miracle every minute of the day. I
never run out of kids. Never. Matt
B. and I have this new thing. Every
time he leaves I say, “When are
you getting saved, Matt? You need
to get saved,” and he says,
“Sometime soon, Miss Rachel,
sometime soon.” And I say, “But
you don’t know if you have that
time; what if you die first?”

“I get what you saying, Miss
Rachel, I know ...” And one day,
Matt is going to be saved.

April 18,2003

I love these spring days.
WOW! It’s so much fun to be out-
side with all the kids in the ball pit
or on the swings saying, “Watch
me, Miss Rachel!” from five direc-
tions at once while they flip or al-
most kill themselves. And I say, “I
see ya!” and smile while I think, “I
am going to get sued if they die!”

April 30,2003

I told Ryan there must be a
lack of people following the
Lord’s calling to work at the mis-
sion. He said that there does not
seem to be a lack of people waiting
to work at churches, but that not
many want to work at a mission.
This sort of shocked me, because 1
cannot see anyplace I would rather
work than at a mission. This is
where the work is—this is ground
zero. But it is also dirty and yucky
and crass and unsophisticated and
ugly. But it is my calling—it is my
life—and I love it. <
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here we come!” wrote
my sister just before
leaving for Israel, and
she was right. The last
nine months of my life
have been more joyful,
painful, exciting, and
downright life-changing
than I could ever have
dreamed. My copious e-
mail reports to family
and friends have already
described what has
happened, so 1 probably
should sum up all I've
learned into one deep
theological thought. But
I don’t think that’s going
to happen; instead, here
are a few notes on what
the pilgrim life has
taught me about “holy
living.”

It’s not the same as
religion. When 1 first got
to Jerusalem, 1 saw
religious people and
thought, “They love God
and the Bible, too.” It
wasn’t until I made my
first Jewish friend that I
realized the huge role
fear plays in keeping the
religious community
here “on track.” 1 saw
her measuring every
word, thinking through
every action, sure that
watching eyes were
everywhere. It wasn’t
until I attempted Biblical
discussion with a learned
Jew at the Western Wall
that 1 saw how respect
for past rabbis gets
squarely between God’s
people and God’s Word.
For every Bible verse |

Ihe Pilgri

by Lisa A, Jerusalem

Lisa and her sister Katie have been in
Israel for over a year now, and are pres-
ently studying at the University of the Holy
Land in Jerusalem, specializing in subjects
which have a bearing on what some read-
ers will know by the term, “Beulahology,”
and others by its loose approximation,
“Holy Land Studies.” These sisters are in a
unique position to learn the ways of God
through studying the Land of God.

quoted, he had an
interpretation that led
away from their Messiah.
I see earnest people
“burdened,” as Jesus
rightly observed, with
the minutely reasoned-
out rules of long-dead
sages. How thankful [ am
to know the living,
loving Word who knows
what I can do, and is on
hand to help me do it!

It is needed. 1 know
two young women (one
Jewish, one Gentile) who
were rejected by their
churches because they
became interested in
“Jewish” concepts like
feasts and Sabbath-
keeping. They wanted
something more earnest
than nominal “feel good”
Christianity. So  they
came to Israel, where
they found fear. The
Jewish woman risks her
Jewish status to pursue
faith in Jesus, and the

Gentile woman risks her
faith in Jesus to pursue
conversion (quixotically)
to Judaism. It’s as if the
Bible has been torn in
half, and you are entitled
to only one half depend-
ing on your birth. When
Judaism finally sees the
end of the story God is
writing and Christianity
acknowledges the begin-
ning, how rich they both
will be! I'm looking
forward to the time when
God re-knits into one the
earnest thoroughness of
the Jews and the fear-
lessness of the Chris-
tians. Already, I see this
restoration occurring in
Israel, but it’s still in the
beginning stages. Our
Kingdom heritage is still
unique, and it has already
made a difference in
these women’s lives. The
Jewish woman has new
courage to fight the
cloud of religious fear
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and keep following
Jesus. The Gentile
woman has met a new
kind of Christian, and
perhaps she, too, will
discover who Jesus truly
is and find she cannot let
Him go.

It is transforming.
Fearlessness? 1 had my
own problem with fear
when I got to Israel. Self-
consciousness has kept
my mouth shut many
times throughout my life.
Even though I’ve been
given rich things to
share, I wasn’t unselfish
enough to share them. I
didn’t want to stick out
or to mess up. It took the
Holy Spirit’s work and
close cooperation with
on-fire friends to realize
that the benefits of
openness outweigh the
risks. I came to the revo-
lutionary conclusion that
whatever is wrong in my
heart needs to come out
anyway and that [
wanted to share God’s
love. The result was
freedom!

It isn’t easily
shocked. There’s nothing
like battling your own
weaknesses to give you a
matter-of-fact outlook on
human nature. Recently,
when a friend wrote me a
confession, my own sins
suddenly became pain-
fully obvious. Then
when [ was counseled to
remember that every-
body falls, it wasn’t hard
to do. In the world, sin
kills relationships.
Among Christians, the
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whole incident became
an opportunity to give
glory to God by showing
the love He had just
shown to me.

It is harder than 1
expect. God, I've de-
cided, has a great sense
of humor. I told Him
several years ago that I
was willing to go to
college (though I hoped
He wouldn’t send me).
Then He opened up the
door to staying here in
the Land: a student visa
and study at the
University of the Holy
Land. Now here I am, up
to my ears in an un-
familiar academic world,
and what does He say?
“Don’t say ‘I can’t.” Say,
‘They are bread for us.””
Just like the children of
Israel, I’'m not supposed
to be afraid of giants in
the land. My Heavenly
Father, who loves me
enough to train me, also
loves me enough to help
me through victoriously.

It goes His way, not
mine. Okay, God can
train me, but not with a
dog! Again, it was His
door of opportunity that
led to the lesson. I
needed a place to stay for
a month, and He mir-
aculously provided a
house-sitting job that just
“happened” to come with
a wall-munching, rock-
chewing, energetic dog.
That dog interrupted my
sleep, tested my pa-
tience, and reminded me
that God is in charge and

Jhe mare
J learn
alaut the land,
the maoe
it becames mine
and the mosre
J love it.

that He picks the cur-
riculum for me, no mat-
ter how humbling.

It is constantly
thankful. Katie and I
discovered very early on
that we couldn’t afford to
complain. Instead, the
Holy Spirit has re-
peatedly pointed out the
verse that assigns us to
“stand every morning
and every evening to
thank and praise
Jehovah.” How many
people are praising God
in Jerusalem? [ don't
know, but what a privi-
lege to be one of them!
This was especially real
to me when there were
so few outward signs of
honoring Jesus here
during the Christmas
season.

It is more joyful
than I expected. Did
God have to answer my
heart’s desire, ten years
in the making, by
sending me to Israel?
Did He need to send me
to two Hebrew classes?
Was it necessary to use
me to tell the good news
to a struggling Jewish
believer? Of course not,
but He’s just like that!
There’s a Hebrew word
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for that which means, “It
would have been enough
for us.” It would have
been enough for me to
know Jesus and to have
the family and com-
munity that I already did
... but He heaped on the
blessings. Dayenu!

It just means
following Jesus. When it
comes to the long haul,
my natural store of
motivation, whether it’s
the desire for a tidy life
or the urge to please
others, just plain runs
out. When Moses was
leading cantankerous
Israel, he ran out, too.
The only way he could
keep on, he said, was if
God came with them.
Even though I don’t
always love the trip, I
love Jesus, and I want to
be with Him more than I
want anything else! His
company makes every-
thing well worth it.

It helps me
understand Him. DI'm
taking a class called
“Land, Nature, and
Society of Israel,” but it
could just as easily be
called “Beulahology.” In
fact, my professor en-
thusiastically teaches the

rocks and trees and
“nooks and corners” of
the land he has fallen in
love with—without ever
noticing the verse where
God called this land
Beulah, and promised
that we’d be “married” to
it. At first it sounds
strange, but now I'm
experiencing that kind of
attachment. It’s different
from patriotism and it’s
not particularly senti-
mental, but the more I
learn about the land, the
more it becomes mine
and the more I love it.

It’s what He did,
too. On one miserably
hot and humid summer
day in the Galilee when I
was feeling totally
uninspired, [ remem-
bered that Jesus had to
walk there, too. He
didn’t have an air-
conditioned bus, either.
Since being in Israel, it
has become more real
that my inconveniences
and uncertainties are
very small compared to
the distance He traveled
and the price He
paid ...so I can walk with
Him.

The best is still to
come! I’'m walking with
Him, yes, but someday
I'm going to see Him
face to face! Not only
that, but He is going to
sit on the throne right
here in this City. So,
although being a pilgrim
in Israel has been won-
derful, I am so glad that



Quit You Like Men

Principles of a “Normal” Christian

HAT 1is “the normal
Christian life?” The
Chinese Christian

Watchman Nee poses this question
in the first pages of his book on
Romans, The Normal Christian
Life. Nee makes the observation
that in the light of the Sermon on
the Mount, this way of life could
seem rare, even among Christians.
Perhaps it is only existent in
Christ. If so, what hope have we as
believers to look back on years of
life and find that they actually did
match the teaching and life of
Christ—that we have in fact lived
a “normal Christian life”? Watch-
man Nee answers his question with
words from the apostle Paul, “Not
I, but Christ.” Our hope rests in the
great Hope, Jesus the Christ, who
brought His life into us.

My own understanding of the
normal Christian life began about
20 years ago in the fertile training
of Fairwood Bible Institute. There,
by the Spirit and through the ex-
amples and instruction of men of
God, I had born in me a purpose to
live as Christ lived. It was at that

Life

time I read Nee’s book, and it be-
came instrumental in showing me
that Christ means for me to live a
holy life, and that Christ in me is
the only means by which I can do
it.

On many occasions during
these past two decades I have
looked back and wondered wheth-
er or not I had followed in the way
I had purposed when I consecrated
myself to Him at Fairwood. I have
asked myself whether my life did
match the narrow way Christ
taught. Many was the time God
prompted me to make decisions or
corrections to keep me moving
forward on the narrow path of life
(the only path of real life) He had
given me.

Today, age 38, I look forward
to the future, let’s say to another
pair of decades. I hope to say at the
end of each that, yes, for the past
10 years I have walked the path of
life. More, I’ve hastened on that
path, looking to meet the Bride-
groom. The following words from
Mr. F. W. Sandford’s sermon,
“The Open Face” continue to fill
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by Daniel Pass, Stockbridge, Georgia

my heart, just as they did when I
first read them on Christmas break
during my second year at Fair-
wood.

Beholding with open face,
the veil is taken away, you come
into His presence and there is
nothing between Him and
you....
Now when the covering is
removed from your eyes He will
not be a very far-away Person.
Your Lord will become real to
you. Your heart will run out in
love to Him...

It is God you want; it is
your Father that you want. You
must break through the lower
strata of air, you must insist that
your mind shall be elevated to
God the Father, and that you
must have connection to Him.
You must say, “I cannot stop to
shake hands with anybody,
though I would not be rude; I
must first make my way to the
King;...”

Beloved, will you ask God
to enable you to shut your eyes
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to everybody...and be caught up
face to face with God?

This is the “normal” Christian
life to which I have aspired ever
since those days in Bible School.
What are some of the principles
that have been my guideposts these
past few years? I hope you’ll find
them helpful on your own sojourn,
though I expect none of them are
new. I would note however that it
is often the familiar ones that we
most need to be reminded of.

The first guidepost was deeply
imprinted in the two weeks before
my marriage to Parimala: unshak-
able trust in God. Just two weeks
before our wedding day, I arrived
in India to find that Pari had not
yet received her passport, and she
needed it before she could obtain
her U.S. visa. Any delay in secur-
ing the visa would require my re-
turn to the U.S. and a six month
waiting period for reapproval of an
application I had previously made.
My advocate in India reminded me
that I had caused the delay by not
allowing him to falsify certain
parts of Pari’s application and pay
off certain officials. Now India is a
land where something as simple
(here in the U. S.) as obtaining a
phone connection can take years to
accomplish. But it can be done in
days with the payment of a suffi-
ciently large “donation” to the
proper government official.

So I took control of the pro-
cess and began my first task, driv-
ing 12 hours to the city of Madras,
population five million, to obtain a
missing document from a govern-
ment office for which no one could
give me an address. On the way I
phoned my pastor, Mr. Bob Ad-
ams, for prayer and counsel. He
advised us to believe God, and we
did. Thereafter, we often encour-
aged ourselves with the words,
“We will BELIEVE GOD!” After
flights between distant cities, more

Our home
should
radiate

God’s ways;
simply
keeping out
the world
1S not
enough.

long car trips, and a chain of al-
most daily appointments where
each day’s success depended on
the success of the last, we had
Pari’s passport and visa approval.

We then traveled to the city of
Trichy where the wedding prepara-
tions were being completed, arriv-
ing (a bit worn) only two nights
before the ceremony. But the true
victory of those preceding weeks
was that we had steadfastly be-
lieved God, even on many occa-
sions when the cause seemed lost.
An unshakable trust in God has
been deeply imprinted in our mar-
riage, and we continue to face un-
certainties with the affirmation and
the words, “We will believe God.”
He is trustworthy and the strength
of our hearts.

A second guidepost is that our
home be a haven where God is
present. Our home should radiate
God’s ways; simply keeping out
the world is not enough. After we
bought a house, every room was
prayed over, and any possession
which would not serve to elevate
the heart was removed. Much of
our focus was on books, music,
decorative items, pictures, and
even some wedding gifts which
reminded Pari of idol worship in
India. That made sense, but she
was surprised that I included
something more. I wouldn’t allow

18 TIMES OF RESTORATION " MAY/JUNE 2004

a television in the home. Now she
wholeheartedly embraces this
stand. What is the benefit of even
“neutral” items in the home when
they are so readily turned to evil?
God has granted men such short
lives, we don’t have time to run
that risk. Other items, which may
also seem neutral, can become ac-
tual positive influences in the
home, such as a book on astrono-
my or gardening which helps us
understand the glory of the Crea-
tor. We know that in Him we live,
move and have our being, and ac-
cordingly we should welcome in
our homes only what He wel-
comes.

A third principle is that of
right priorities. Providing for my
family includes much more than
providing material things, and it
does not mandate that I be a great
success in my career. Greater suc-
cess and higher wages can almost
always be had by spending more
time each day in the workplace,
but to what end? Over the past sev-
eral years my career has come into
conflict with the needs of my fami-
ly in two areas. These areas related
to where Pari and I would live af-
ter we were married, and later,
where [ was to work after our first
child was born.

The benefits of the decisions
we made continue to affect our
family in positive ways. First, in-
stead of living close to my work,
where I could maximize time on
the job, we set up our first home
near the church. Our family’s
greater need was for Pari to receive
instruction in the ways of a godly
family, instruction lovingly provid-
ed (as the book of Titus directs) by
the older women of the church. It
would have been difficult or im-
possible to do this, had we settled
farther away. Second, shortly after
my son was born, I resigned my
position in a well-respected but
very demanding firm that I had



loved and served faithfully for
over seven years. Our family’s
greater need was for the time I
could then spend each day with my
son to direct his heart toward God.

Looking back over the past
three and a half years I can say
with thanks to God that I have
been able to provide for my family
as He has desired. We know that
the provision of only material
things is a paltry provision for a
family. In this time of great aposta-
sy, we are called to provide time to
our family, sufficient to be faithful
stewards of their souls.

Some remaining principles that
have been guideposts for me over
the past years include the principle
of living within one’s means,
which helps make ourselves and
our resources more available for
God’s purposes. God clearly in-
tends for us to accumulate treasure,
but in Heaven.

Another principle is to be sure
of God’s will and then proceed
boldly. Time spent in prayer and
seeking God may seem to delay
action, but after you know the de-
cision is from God, and when you
know His timing and other particu-
lars that He intends, you can pro-
ceed as the righteous proceed, with
the boldness of a lion.

Lastly are two principles
which I have understood and prac-
ticed the longest. These are like
two pillars which seem to have
done the most for me. To me, they
even seem to have confirmed and
maintained the others: honoring
the Sabbath and the daily reading
of His Word.

These are some of the princi-
ples of a “normal Christian life.”
And that’s a life lived to please
Him, such that we will come to the
end of our earthly sojourn and look
upon our Bridegroom’s face with
joy. <

Dan (a civil engineer) with his

wife Pari, and son Joshua, are regular
worshipers at Open Door Chapel.
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Fifty Years Ago

The late Rev. Hermon W. Anderson grew up on a farm
in Pennsylvania as a poor boy in humble and what might be
called today disadvantaged circumstances. But by the time of
his death he had been a pastor for many years, and his man-
ner of life and preaching were profound. Those who heard
him speak or lived under his discipling ministry could never
forget it. More, they would find it hard to describe adequate-
ly the impact and power of his godly presence. What had

made the difference?

Below we print a short exhortation, first published 50
years ago in the Kingdom publication called The Standard.
He intended it for an audience of children, but in it, he de-
scribes his starting point—the key to a life of devotion.

Hermon Anderson, “being dead, yet speaketh.” May we
all, young and old, hear the message.

—Editor

When a Child Prays

Y mother grew up in a God-

less home. She told us that
she was anything but a good girl.
Then in a Sunday School paper she
read stories about children who
were real Christians. Her heart was
touched, and she longed to be right
herself. She had heard that the Bi-
ble says, “Enter into your closet
and shut the door and pray to your
Father in secret”; so she did this
repeatedly. When she saw no
change in her life, she became very
discouraged; but God heard those
prayers, for a few yeas later she
became an earnest Christian—the
only one in a large family. Today
she can look back on a long life of
devotion to God, and nothing can
swerve her from loyalty to His
Kingdom.
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The lesson I have learned from
my mother’s experience is this: Do
not make hasty conclusions about
yourself or anyone else because of
what you see at the moment. Very
often the one who is most disagree-
able or the farthest from God will
yet turn out well; while sometimes
the one who appears most promis-
ing will leave a sorry record.

When my brothers and I were
at home, Mr. Sandford said to us,
“I know you don’t want to take a
whole day of waiting on God, but
if you will just go off by yourselves
for five minutes and get on your
knees and pray earnestly it will
change your life.” I took his words
to heart and practiced them, and a
love for living straight took hold of

(Continued on page 22)
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Jerusalem Observations

by Kim C. Berry, Hampton, Georgia

The Bible comes alive for a Bible teacher and his wife

N February and March this
year, my husband George
(who teaches Old Testament at

a private high school in
Atlanta) and I visited Israel for two
weeks. After the first six days, and
750 miles that took us from Dan to
Beersheba, we returned to
Jerusalem to stay at Christ Church
Guest House in the Old City. The
experiences of the second week are
what [ especially want to share
here.

On Monday, we joined a few
other travelers—Dave Holscher,
Pastor Chuck Knowles, and Jeff
Demme—to visit the homes used
by missionaries from our fellow-
ship at the turn of the last century.
First was the house they had called
“Zion” (later known as the “Artists
House”) where the late Frank S.
Murray was born. Though we
couldn’t get inside, we did visit the
house next door, which had a
picture of both buildings taken
around the time the missionaries
were in Jerusalem.

Next we went to see the house
on Ethiopia Street, where in 1902
missionaries from our fellowship
prayed that the Kingdom of Christ
would be renewed in Israel. There
were twelve at that meeting,

representing the Twelve Tribes.
(Their picture appears in The
Sublimity of Faith, by Frank S.
Murray, p. 280.) One of them was
not well at the time (Edward A.
Doughty) and died a week later.
Disease from malaria and other
tropical maladies was very
prevalent in the Middle East at that
time, but his was a life laid down
for the Kingdom of God’s sake.
While we stood there taking
pictures of the house, a college-age
girl rode up on her bicycle and
proceeded to unlock the gate into
the courtyard. We asked if she
were living there and whether we

might come inside to have a look. I
happened to have my copy of
Warrior Songs with me and
showed her a picture of the house
taken in 1902. Dave Holscher told
her that missionaries from our
fellowship had prayed there in the
early 20th century for Israel to
become a nation. “It worked!” she
replied, and disappeared inside the
gate to check with her housemates
about letting us in. They were very
happy to let us take a look around.
They said that they knew there
were lots of historical places all
around their neighborhood, but
they hadn’t known that they were

Dave, Chuck Jeff, George, Kim
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The house on Ethiopia Street

archaeologist in

& TR the
N charge of the Western

L Wall dig.
A Gabi started off at 8:00
a.m. by walking down to
the Western Wall from
Christ Church, pointing
out several places of
« interest along the way.
_4¥As he pointed out marks
~ B%%in the walls or stones that
#*had been recycled from
an earlier era, he
gremarked, “The stones of
W crusalem, they tell
W¥stories.” This amazing
_tour of the Southern Wall
excavations and the City
Fof David lasted for seven
¢ hours, and Gabi didn’t
stop even for a drink of
ater, much less lunch.
He had a cold and
obviously wasn't feeling

living in one! Eventually we got to
the rooftop where the prayers had
been prayed for Isracl and the
people of Israel. It was a special
privilege to be there 102 years
later, and consider the results of
those prayers. As far as we knew,
no others of our fellowship had
been there since 1903, when the
earlier group had moved across to
“Zion,” the other house.

On Tuesday we had a most
remarkable tour with “Gabi”
Barkai, a major archaeological
authority on Jerusalem, and a
friend of the late John Abram from
when he and Mrs. Abram had
worked with him on digs in 1983—
84. We were joined by some of the
Holscher family, Chuck Knowles,
Jeff Demme, and Katie and Lisa A.
Gabi teaches at the He-brew
University and no longer does
individual tours, so it was as a
special favor that he gave us this
time. Everywhere we went he was
greeted by other guides, including

On Wednesday we joined Dr.
Stephen Pfann, professor of natural
history at the Center for the Study
of Early Christianity, on a tour of
Qumran where the Essene
community lived during the time
of Christ. Stephen has recently
completed a new translation of the
Dead Sea Scrolls and is one of the
few people that have access to the
original text. He took us up to
Cave One where the Scrolls were
found in the 1950’s. It is not
visible from the desert below, and
is very hard to find, not being well
marked like so many of the tourist
sites that we visited. There is
barely a goat trail leading up to it.

The Essenes were a group of
devoted Jews living in the first
century who stressed “heart
religion.” They “strictly obeyed the
laws of the Torah and constantly
reflected on God's guidance and
what was to happen in the end
times,” according to some pro-
motional literature I bought at
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Qumran. They emphasized per-
sonal purity and often washed
before performing certain religious
duties. There were remains of
mikvehs (baths for washing) in
several parts of their compound.
Though the community lasted only
a short while (just a generation
before Christ’s appearance and for
a few years afterward), some think
that John the Baptist might have
spent time there because of
references to his goats hair
clothing and his diet that might
have included plants available in
the desert. The Romans destroyed
their compound in A.D. 68, but not
before they had hidden their scrolls
in the desert caves in mountains
overlooking the Dead Sea.

With that sudden destruction
by the Romans, the daily utensils
and pottery were left behind as the
Essenes fled. Archaeologists have
found that their storehouses
contained only one cup for every
ten people and one bowl for every
four people, which meant that they
shared their meals in a communal
setting. Stephen pointed out that
the Lord and His disciples also
shared a common cup and broke
bread together at the Last Supper,
using a custom found among the
Essenes. If 1 recall correctly, he
said that the Lord’s Supper thus
was not a Seder meal, because they
would not have shared a common
cup at that meal. While the Essenes
are not specifically mentioned in
the New Testament, Jesus does
refer to the “sons of light” which
was what they called themselves.

Stephen added that Josephus
mentions that the Essenes were
known for the miracles and
healings among them, going on to
point out that when Christ came,
the healings and miracles were no
longer limited to this community
but were found wherever He went.
So the community had (in one way
of describing it) “prepared a way
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[for Him] in the wilderness.”

On Thursday George and I had
a whole day in Jerusalem to relax
and tie up loose ends before we
went home. At breakfast that
morning Nethaniel, a Messianic
Jew who works in the Heritage
Center at Christ Church, sat down
to talk with us. Somehow we got
into a discussion about the first
chapter of Genesis and the
differences between Biblical
Hebrew and modern Hebrew. He
indicated that in the Creation
account in Genesis 1:5, the
Biblical Hebrew language is “a
day” (ASV), not “the first
day” (KJV). His point was that
Genesis 1:3 refers to God restoring
the earth to its original condition
(as found in Genesis 1:1) after it
became “waste and void” (Genesis
1:2). In his view, the Genesis
account does not describe the first
day of creation, but the first day of
restoration. Thus, according to the
Biblical Hebrew, it was not on “the
first day,” but on “a day” when
God created day and night.

Such insights were plentiful
throughout the trip. In fact, even in

our last order of business before
we left (simply getting a receipt
from Stephen Pfann for the day at
Qumran) we kept learning. With it,
he gave us an official reproduction
of a first century oil lamp that he
plans to produce for a living
museum. It fit in the palm of my
hand, and Dr. Pfann said it would
hold enough oil for seven to eight
hours. In David’s time, they made
larger oil lamps that would last
through the night, but when Christ
told the story of the ten virgins He
was probably referring tolis
the smaller lamps. g~
virgins ex-pected
bridegroom to come early
in the day (it would nof
seem natural to show up at]
midnight for a wedding),
and the smaller lamps were
all they thought they
needed. But in the event,
only those that had extra oil
were ready when He came
later than expected.
I also found parallels|

between the Essene
community, which pre-
pared a “way in the

wilderness” for the first coming of
Christ, and the mission of our own
fellowship, seeking to prepare
hearts for His second return.
Things have not happened as
quickly as our spiritual forefathers
thought, and maybe that is why we
have the parable of the ten virgins.
But whatever the case, I have
found fresh faith that the Lord’s
return may be near. <

Kim and George are faithful
members of the congregation at Open
Door Chapel in McDonough.

George and Kim in Jaffa with Tel Aviv in background

e e e e e e i i i i . e e s e e e i e e e e e e e e i i e i e i,

LEST WE FORGET
When a Child Prays

(Continued from page 19)
me as a result. No child in the
Kingdom today has a harder battle
to live right than I did, but I could
take you to various spots where [
went to my knees or down flat on
the ground before God in awful
seriousness.

I am still fighting my way to
Heaven, but I reckon that those
boyhood prayers which a man of
God taught me to pray were an
important milestone in my life.
“Blessed are they that hunger and
thirst after righteousness, for they

shall be filled.” A barn, a shed, an
empty room, a spot in the woods,
or as the Bible says, a “closet” can
be our meeting place with God.
There wasn’t much in my charac-
ter for Him to build on, but those
times when [ prayed gave Him an
opportunity to put goodness into
my life in place of meanness and
sin.

Those who are naturally good
or who have found salvation early
in life often run a great danger of
becoming smug and self-satisfied.
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“Woe unto you when all men
speak well of you” is a necessary
caution to us all. But if we are
among that large group who find it
very hard to live straight and who
are continually pulled this way and
that by temptation, we must not
become discouraged no matter
how many battles or shortcomings
we have. As long as there is a little
spark inside that wants what is
right and will keep searching for it,
we will find there is always a way
through. <
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 King's Kids
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Thank God for Our Parents!

H ERE are a few questions, and everyone
knows the answers! Who works hard to take
care of you? Who makes your meals and
washes your dirty clothes? Who teaches you
about God? Who prays for you? Of course—
most likely your parents do these important
things.

God has given each of us a father and
mother as part of his wonderful plan, and He
instructs us to honor and obey them. In the
next two months we have some special oppor-
tunities to thank God (and our parents!) for all

Who was:

The father of Cain and Abel and Seth? (Genesis 5:3)

The first mother? (Genesis 4:1)

by Bria Sandford, Bedford, New Hampshire

they do for us. Mother’s Day (May 9) is an
especially good time to show extra love to
Mom. And don’t forget on Father’s Day (June
20) to tell our Dad how much we appreciate
him.

In honor of these two holidays, here’s a
quick quiz with a few questions you’ll have to
really think about. It’1l be a good way to brush
up on your Bible knowledge. See how many of
these parents from the Bible you can identify!
(If you find yourself stumped on one, check
out the Scripture reference next to it.)

The father of Shem, Ham, and Japheth? (Genesis 10:1)

The father of Isaac? (Genesis 21:3)

The mother of Isaac? (Genesis 21:2)

The mother of Jacob and Esau? (Genesis 27:6)
The father of Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah? (Genesis 35:22-26)

The mother of Samuel? (1 Samuel 1:20)

The father of David? (1 Samuel 16:19)

The mother of Solomon? (Il Samuel 12:24)

The earthly father of Jesus? (Matthew 1:16)
The mother of Jesus? (Matthew 1:16)

Bonus question!

Who was the father of James and John? (Matthew 10:2)
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